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A SLAVIC'S ADVENTURES 
OTsr BioA. A IS i^ T.Aisrr*. 



CIIAFrElt I. 

A Sr.AVKK. — AN INClimN' 



I no not know wlint in-ompts mc to write of my j)nrt Hfc, 
Iin1c}-x it i» llio liopo of deterring ollicrs from piirsning llic siimo 
giiiUy career f Imt I followed for ten long yours ; for I would givo 
ft!) my gold could I but forget tho terrible events connected ihore- 
willi. Nor is it singulnr tliaf, wliilo I wiia engaged in the sluvo 
trade, I liiid no thought excepting the desire to aceniniiliito gold ; 
that I enjoyed pleusuie, could drink, cat, and make love with tlio 
most reckless of the class to wliicli I belonged. 

I an> B lonely man, although still young and energetic. I dis- 
like company ; I Iiato to havo men tnik with mc, for I suspect 
that they seek to worm my secrets from mc. Hut if I refuse to 
listoTi to tho troubles of men aud women, it is not beeatiae I am 
heartless and unfeeling, for ihci-o is one whom I could hear speak 
forever, and not tire of her society. She is a bluo-eyed girl, \yith 
dark-brown hair, aud as innocent of worldly feelings and prclcu- 
sion as an angel. She does not know of my love, and pi-obably 
will never sus])ect it ; for how can I sponk to Iter of it, and 
ask licr to mate with me, steeped as I havo been in crime? 
She knows not the cause of my seclusion ; if she did, sho would 
look upon mo with horror, and avoid mo in fnturo. Uor 
father is a worldly-minded man, knows of my wealth, and per- 
bap.t ihink.s thiit hi» danjjhtcr wonld bo fortunate in securing me 
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for my gold, ITc lias paid so much ntlcnlioi! lo trade, flmt lio 
has forgoiteii to give his cliikl's licni-l llic sliglifcsf atimition. If 
he liad studied it more, lio would Imvo found that not one gmi'tido 
of seifislmcss hirkcd tlicrc, and that wlicn she lovnd, it would lie 
for worth, and not wealth. She has a mother, n pions Indy, wlio 
believes that her daughter is perfection ; and in that [loint wo 
agree, but on no otiioi' ; for when she seeks to lead me to hettei* 
thoughts, and to holy nspiratioiis, I am mute until she has fuiiahed 
lior liarangue, and left mo in peace. Yet I sometimes tliink that 
Mrs. Merlon has a bigli vcj^ard for me, and would even bo will- 
ing to trust her child's happiness through life to my care ; but I 
(laro not ask the sacrifice ; for what would ho said, if one of my 
old companions should make his agipcaranco, and botrny me (o 
f)ie world aud ils shame? 

The family of tJic Merlons profess to be grateful (o mc for 
a service I once rctulered (hem. I ivill relate the incidoTit 
that happened by which I became acqimiutetl with Alice, anO let 
the reader judge whether I love lier as a lover shoultl lovo his 
mistress. I own an estate, where I reside summers and winters, 
that adjoins llie Slcrtons'. It is situated near Boston, and by a, 
lake shore, whoi-c thousaiuls cougrogale, in eold weallici', to eujoy 
the pleasant excilenicut of skating. It was on the ice (hat T first 
saw Alice, and a desire to see more of her induced me again to 
b I ' II excelled when a boy. 

II f 11 iciderit I am about to relate oo- 

1 lly f the season, and many liviug on 

1 1 fill I id in fbeir cautions lo avoid tbo 

1 k I I (,1 l( ii> many places. I cared no'lb- 

f 1 f I 1 o pretended to know more than 

) I I II 1 c with the utmost indifference, 

J 1 I b y skates I was overjoyed to see 

Al I i 1 1 ough desirous of an iiftcriiooa'a 

J J I r ' the lake. But I felt a pang of 

j I y fl lb 1 y> when I noticed tlint the young 

1 p y I 1 ! often seen !ier followed her (o 

Ilk 1 kl I I k Ics as tliougli proud of llio privi- 

III f 1 best portion of the ice, and I 

1 I {, f 1 1 it was some distance from mc, 

I 1(1 passed them like the wind, but 

! 1j 11 1 1 spot, where I bad left Alice and 



her compniiion, by heiii-iiig a cry of terror. I liiriiod, niul saw 
llmi tlic ma» whom I so much envied wa9 slattdiiig molionlcsa 
(iihI niono. I comprche ruled nil nt « glance. Tlic ice had given 
way, ami Alice had sunk bciiealh Iho surface of the water, per- 
haps never to rise again. In ihc space of Icn socoiids I was close 
npoB the spot wliere slio had disappeared. 

" She has gone — she will be drowned !" yelled Ihc yonngniaii, 
making the air vocal with his shouts ; bat ho did not otVcr to plunge 
in and rosciio the lady. 

The cries were taken up on tlic shore, and I saw that the spec- 
tators were rnnning in almost all directions, as though distracted nt 
the cataslrojihe. I kicked off iny kntc tl c off my hat and 
coal, and with a plunge I went tlir gl 1 c oj c paec in search 
of death or a valuable life. I am lo I a 11 II swimmer, as 
all who follow the sea shonld ho. 1 o tl f 8t few seconds llio 
water was so cold that it almost dej cl o of notion.; bnt I 
struggled against the ehill which I fell ] g o me, and dove 
down until I r'ached the bottom • but stdl I did not obtain sight 
of Alice. 11 I I I al I could seo the light through the 
ice which lal b k i 1 I or weight, and as there was no 

tide in th 1 k I II II her form must i)o somowhero in 
my vicini y I 1 II Id remain wider wafer but ft 

few Kccoi lal! II f I -osc lo the surtaco without tho 
lady In I f I I idd he unable, from cxhansr 

tion, lo r I 1 1 I stniined my eyes ns I swam, 

to discei'i 1 la b lo rise fo the surface, when my 

hand str k a I nd the next instant was seined 

as by a d ' A I ' pl made lo drag inc towards 

tho hot 1 01 A\ I f ^ strokes of my feet and tho dis- 

engaged III 11 npt to draw uie down deejKir, 

and Kticc 11 k y y towards the Kiirfaec ; bnt the 

struggles f yb I f fil, and I was compelled lo hold 

it at arm I ' f ' 1 I of keeping otic hand free. At 
length I 1 I I I ken ice, anil inhaled a breath of fresh air ; 
and it w I I lid, for my iiciid had begun lo throb aa 

thongh i n b hat still I recollect hearing some ouo 

shoul, — 

" Have yon got her?" 

I think that tho (piostion revived mo, .ind enabled my rash 
spirit Ifi assort its sway, for I knew that the woi'du came from her 
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companion. I grasped tlie edge of the ice, bnt it was hiilllo ami 
guve way.. Slill I was not. discoiinigeil, and again ami again [ 
casaycd) until a finn liold was secured, and Alice's pale faco was 
raised above tlie surface of llic water, looking as Ihoiigli death 
had claimed its victim. Tlicre were lUeii many people on iho ice, 
for the accident had bronght near ns many sympatliiKers ; bat 
none of tliem dared to npproach lis, or lend assistance. I know 
that Alice's lilc depended upon her speedy rcHcnc, bat I 
saw but faint prospects of such a deliverance as long as Iho 
crowd reniaineit inactive. I could not raise her from the water 
without help, aiul it was very doubtful if I eould oven have saved 
myself withotit aid from those who stood near. 

" Can we do anylbing for you? " some one shouted, who prob- 
ably wanted to speak for the purpose of making himself con- 
spieuons. 

" Get ropes, or boards, or even a ladder, and hty it on the ice," 
I replied. " And if it is a possible thin;;, I wish you would hurry, 
tor tlio water is chilly, and I fear for the lady." 

" O, don't let her drown — save lier at any rate, and I'll pay 
you for it," cried flio weak-looking young man whom I have be- 
fore alluded to, and whose name was George Kvans. 

" I've got n ladder at liomo ! " one shouted. 

" And I've got a ropo that I thiuk would bo strong enough 1 " 
yelled a second. 

" Then away with you, and bring lliom ! " I cried ; and the men 
etarlcil, after one long look at me and my burden. 

I watched the men as they hurried olf, but I had no hope that 
they would ever return in lime. A moment later I heard the 
crowd clieer, and on looking up I saw four men aitvancing on the 
ieo towards mo, with a long ladder, whieli they had taken froni 
an engine-house in the village, on (he first alarm. ,Thc stout- 
hearted fellows came on at a run until ihey got wlicro the ico 
looked treacherous, when tliey placed the ladder on tlio surface, 
and slid it along towards me, unlil one end was within my reach. 

"Keep (juiet until I come," one of the men said; and as ho 
spoke ho started for me, crawliug on his stomach, so that his 
weight sliould be distributed over Iho largest possible surface, for 
fear of another fracture. " Now, then, give me yonv hand, my 
friend," the slvangev said, " aud I will pull you both out in tie 
time," 
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" Tnko llie Indj, f»i»l I iviU cavo for myself," I reiiliod. " Hero, 
!inis|» licr ImiHts fiiiuly, aiul llieu I'clreat Imckwar.i lis fast na 

Ttic stntiiKcr did as I directed, lie gmdiially worked his way 
biwkwavd, and drew the itiniumate Ijody of Alice after him, tinlil 
he 1-eachcd u spot wlioro tlio ice was strong, wiieii he grasped lior 
ij) his ai'iiia and ran towards the shurc, followed hy many of the 
W|)ecta(ors. I sought (o raise my form froni the water, but I was 
too <;old and miinb to move without nssistance. I shoidd hava 
soon lofgo my hold iipoii the Iflddor, mid simk beneath the ice, 
liad not the same man who carried Alice in his arms returned on 
a run, and come to my assistance. 

" Why, (he fools wonld let yon frcc/e, and then cat you into 
sqnaro cakes, and sell you at a cent a pound in summer, I be- 
lieve," llio stranger saiil, crawling towards nio. 

I have a very distinct recollection of being di'aivn oitt of llio 
water, and feeling very cold when' the air louelicd my body ; but 
iiotliiug else do I rcmcmbei' until I awoke and found myself in 
bed, and a physician fceiing my pulse. 

"The young lady," I asked; "is she doing well?" 

" Ah, exeuse me ; very imforluitatoly, I can't answer that ques- 
tion. She is attended by a praetitioner of tJic old school. Kow 
just open your month, and let me drop in a number six." 

" My frieiul," I said, arrcaliug his hand just as he was about 
to drop a globule in my moulh, " I have more need of rest Hum 
medicine. All that I now desire to learn is in relation to Iho 
safely of the lady. As soon as I lioar I shall fry and sleep, and 
that will restore mc quicker than your. number sis." 

"A mistake on your pari," muttered the reeommender of 
globules ; but he saw that it was nseless to argue wirh me ; so n 
servant was dcHpatehcd to njy neighbor's for the purpose of ascer- 
taining Alice's condilion. 

He brought mo word that Alice had I'otired, and was likely to 
recover, and that Mr. Slorlon would take the first opportniiity 
to wait upon mo, and tlnink mc for the services I had rendered 
his child. Then my perverse nature returned, for I disliked tho 
thought of receiving complimunis for (he aid I had rendered. 
I gave orders that no OTie was to sec mc, and fell asleep, and 
dreamed of that pale face which, even in the chiil water, I hud 
60 much adniircfl. My sleep was troubled, for Alice's face dia- 
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Rppenrcd, and in ifs plnco iivoso llin liideous countciiaiir-n of aimllvo 
of Yorula, of Africa. I awoke with laging Icvor— a sickness that 
kc|)f me confiiiPil lo my hod foi- niany dnys ; ami when I aix»so a 
nolo was placed in my haiulH. It wag from Alice, wlio had cn- 
lii-ely recovered IVoni lier nceident, and wroie me that she whs 
gratefiil, and should he iiappy to ihaiik mo in person, in company 
wilh her parents, whenever my strength would permit of 'Am inter- 
view. She hfld sent cvei'y day of my sickness for infornialion i-e- 
gunling my slate. iMnch as I loved her, I eonlil not retnrn 
an answer to tier nolo. Yet I kiascd tho lines which lier hand 
had traced, auii put llio piiper where I could i'east my eyes upon 
it every day. No, I w.ih resolved that I would not seek hor 
company, lier parents niif^hl thrust (heir friendship upon me, 
and then they could bliime none hut tlion*sclves, if it wits e*cr 
discovered llnU I was once a dealer in luuiinn flesh, and thrived 
hy the slave tradic. 

Some three \veeks nflor I liad read Alice's note, I was walking; 
slowly through the slrcols of the village, having hcen to the post- 
oHicc at the close of the day, when I accidentally mot the Unly in 
such a manner that to escape recognition was impossible, I 
bowed, and was about to pass on when she detained me. 

" Wo have long sought for an opportunity to thank you for your 
courage in saving my life," she said, in a low lone ; "but you 
have repelled all allcmpis on my part, and that of my parents. 
Will yon let me express my gratitude now?" 

" I do not need your thanks for the service that I rendered. 
Many would have done Iho same liad I decUiied." 

"That is somewhat doubtful," she said, with au arch smite ; 
" for Wr. ICvans says that tic was so astonished, that he did not 
think that it was necessary ho should dive in for llic purpose of 
gelling me out. Como, let us shake hands and ho friends, as wo 
arc already neighbors. Arc yon willing, Mr. JOrncst llobert?" 

I could only kiss the fair hand tlnit she oxteuded, and promise 
compliance. From that time until llie prcsciit we have been 
friends. Dare I hope for more? 

Lot me nuikc a full confession of my past life, and see what 
the result will be. 
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craft (bat. bad so cliallcnged luy friuiitr» adtnivalion. It wa: 
ft vessel of ubuiit two biindred und lifly tons, with n bow like a 
Btcainboat'fi, it was so shai-p, and a niii Ibat seemed us tbougb in- 
capable of drawing a buckelfnl of dead waler after il in a iwciily- 
foiir lioiirs' cruise. The bulwarks were Itigti, and resembled llioso 
of a brig of war, nillier than a peaceful iradcr; wbilo ttio masts 
were raking and of unusual leuglh, for tlio pur|iosc of giving an 
inimenao boist to llic fbi'osailand nmi « sail, and, wbeu before ibe 
wind, of spreading « luigo square sail. I aurveyetl ibc masts 
niul yards wilb a critical eye, and it seemed to mo (liat (be 
schooner must be crank j but a second glance at ibe beam dis- 
pelled that impression, and I candidly confessed to myself that if 
she did not sail, it would not be beeauae her model was not guod, 
or canvas lacking. 
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Stores svcFO being tnkcii on Ijoard in a rajiid mnniiev, ns lliotinh 
no time was to bu lost ; and while 1 Mooil on thu dock, wondes'ing 
wlmt so many wiilci- casks were iiitcudcil for, I accidciKally o^'or- 
Iicard a conversation between parties wliom I supposed In be 
owner iind captain ; and tlio sequel showed that my eonjeeiures 
were right. 

" I toll you, Murphy, Iho man is not fit for tlio voyage. Gel 
another male ; and if yon can't fliid one that suits yon hero, ship 
one at Havana (hut is all right, and knows ^vhat lie's about." 

The advice seemed to bo offered by the owner of the schooner, 
whom I lioard ('nptain Murphy call Jlr. Hicsley. 

"Yondon'l know llio trouble I've had in making thiil man 
Bhip-shfipc, or you'd iiot advise me lo leave him. He knows Uio 
const anil has been in the trade, and if ho would only let alono 
splicing the main brace, I would not ask for a better man for onr 
biisiucKS." 

" Well, well, r suppose tlint you've sot yonr heart upon him ; 
but it's impossible. lie's got a touch of the yellow Jack, and 
don't know the muin-boom from (he jib-boom, or a doctor from a 
horse-nmrine. lie will probably kick the btieket." 

" When will Itnea be here?" the captain asked. 

" I expect him to-morrow morning, with (ho Portugiicso piipcrs 
and the money from New York," was the answer. 

" Then we enn get away lo-morrow, if 1 can find a male that 
suits mc," the cuptain remarketl, 

" Hang your male ! Tou seem to think that tlio schooner cau't 
movo without an olliccr," pcKishly exclaimed the owner. 

" liy Iho lime you liavo made as many voyages (o the coast 
of — " 

At this moment Mr. Brcsloy noticed that I was standing very 
near him ; so he poked (he captain iu his ribs, to call his attcutiou 
to Iho (act, and make him gnani his speech. X had no suspicious 
then that the vessel w.is not intended for a fair and regular traitor, 
but afterwards was astouisheil (hat I had not comprcliondcd (ho 
drirt, and thus refused to cuter my niimo upon the shipping 
Hi-liclcs. 

"A stout, active-built fellow," I heard Mr. lireslcy say in a 
whisper. 

" Looks as though he might know someihing ■ — ■ a lubber from 
a sailor," grunted (lie caplaiu. 
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" How do you liiiow but lie might suit you?" siiggcslcd itio 

" Can't tcit till I'vo lakcii a survey of h'm storage, nml fiiul out 
how his upper works arc," Cajiluiu Miujiiiy reimirkcd. 

" Sheer ft1ongsi<tc, tlicn, auil I'll leave you (o talk tlie mallei' 
over. If he's right, ciigago him, ami iloii't mind a dollar extra 
per month. I rather like his face." 

With lliia parting coinpliincnt the owner started up Iho wliarf, 
and Iho captain lighted a fresh cigar, and drc\7 near lo the spot 
whore 1 xtood. 

"" A pretty craft, hoy?" suggested the captain, 

" I never saw one that suited mo heller," I rejilicd. 

"And 1 think that she will sail some, hoy?" remarked tho 
captain. 

" Jam lier on the wind, and if she dou't show her storu to every 
thing Ihat she meets, I shall feel that looks are deceptive," I re- 
plied. 

"Theni's my sentiments. Hut come on board and see heron 
deck and below. She is like a country lass, and will bear inspec- 
tion." 

I accepted tho invitation, ami found that tho schooner was 
built in tho most thorough manner, and that her cabin was a 
marvel of bird's-eye maple, gilt, and nialiogatiy. There wero 
four largo stotc-rooms, besides the mate and second male's room, 
'ivhich was convenient, but not very handsome. Tlie more I saw 
of the craft, tho stronger I felt that I should like to swing my 
hummock in her. 

" What a splendid vessel for an opium clipper 1 " I said, at length. 

"Ila! have you been in that trade?" the captain asked. 

"I was six months in one, and made more money during that 
time than I ever made in a two years' voyage," I replied. 

"You like money, then?" the captaiu asked, ivith a rapid 
glance of his cold gray eyes. 

" Yes i not for tlie sake of hoarding, but for the nmny luxuries 
that it will purchase nie, the position that I could gain, and tho 
inlluenco that I should have with it to b.aek me." 

" You are right, my boy ; a man may have tho larnin' of 
Blum's Coast lltot, yet, unless ho has got money, he might as 
well be upon an island in tho Vacifie. A loblolly boy will pass 
for a navigator, if he has a cargo of gold in his pockets. Money 
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tnov(^ tlio M'Orlil, and iiieii'a hearts; «ik1 hung mo if t don't wish 
that I liatl «8 iniicii of it as wotiKl sink one of Uncle Sain'a seven- 
ly-fonrs. I'd never slioiv my nose on salt wfttci- again. I'm 

going to make some money, or I'll sink ihe sclioonoi- in the at- 

I must have looked a Jiltlo surprised, for the captain added 
hastily, — 

" I nicau tlint I'm goiii^ to work in a square manner — every- 
thing aboveboard, and no concealment. I may do a liKlc smug- 
gling, but you don't care about lliat, I suppose." 

I was charmed ivLlh iho cnplnin'a coufidcucc, and had no liosi- 
tnliou in saying that I wouldn't mind doing a little at (hat myself, 
if the clianco was possible. 

" Then shi|) with me," the captain cried, blnnlly. " My male 
has got a touch of the yellow Jack, and won't be, fit for duty for 
many days. I M'aut a smart man to keep tlie men at work, and 
Bee ibtit tlie sails are well irimmcd. If you hiive sailed as -second 
mate you will do for my turn ; and ifyoii don't like, we can part 
company at Havana." 

" Hut where do you go from Havana? " I asked. 

" Well, that is uncertain at the present time. It will depend 
upon the state of llic weather." 

After a brief thought I concluded to Join the schooner. I 
liad no timo to spend idling. I agreed to have my traps on 
board before sundown, then received a motilh'a advance wages in 
gold ; not that I needed the money, hut because I wished to 
leave it on shore, and let it accnmnlato during my absence. I had 
all my traps on board of the Coquette in time, aud found that 
the stores were slowed aivay, the sails were henl, the crew on 
board, and, to my surprise, perfectly sober ; but such a niixtnre 
of all nations I had never seen before. Italians, Porfnguese, 
Spaniards, Knglish, and three Americans constituted Iho pre- 
cious company I ivas lonssoeiato with for a few months. 

That night, to iny surprise. Captain Murpliy eanio on board 
about eleven o'clock, as I thought, about half seas over; or, in 
other words, ho had been paying close attention to his grog 
rations. lie woke ine up, and ordered the schooner hanled into 
the stream aud anchored. I could not devise tho meaning of such 
n proceeding ; but it was my place to obey, and not ask questions. 
The second mate, who seemed fo be on good terms wtlh the cap- 
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(lay boforo, when she was nncJiorccI in n tlilToront part of Iho 
liavbor, and lior sudden change of moorings was i-ojuarkable. 

" The oilieors of the cutter seem pleased wilh our craft," I re- 
marked to iho captain. " X £cc that all of them have got tlicif 
glasses directed to llic vessel, as though admiring her pi'oportiona." 

" Htast them," mtittcrcd tlic captain, in an mulorloiic, " they 
are too la/y to do anything clso but admire. I hope that they 
ivill keep llieir dislancc, and not throw obstruelions in tlio' way of 

" Why should they?" I asked, " If wc have a regular clear- 
ance from tlio cuslom-house, tlic cutter won't iiitcrfcre," 

'i'lio captain made no rcjily, but walked to the other side of tho 
deck, and gasied anxiously towards the shore, as though desirotta 
of seeing sojne one whom he had long expoclcd. Boon after 
bi'cnkfast I was somewhat astonished at i-ccciving a visit from 
the cutter, in the shape of a. boat's crew, with a lieutenant in 
rommand, 

" I'm sorry to trouble you," the oftlccr said, as ho reaclied tho 
deck, " but wo have received orders to delay your sailing until 
your probable destination is more clearly dcilncd. There is some 
dissatisfaction at the custom -house, which I suppose will bo 
cleared up in a day or two." 

Captain Muvphy came on deck while (lie lieutenant was speak- 
ing, and licitrd tlie whole of tho ofTiccr's conversation. Instead 
of looking indignant, as .1 supposed ho would, his rough, wealhcr- 
bcaten face was wreathed in smiles. And while 1 uin speaking 



of liitn I may as weH give llio vender a deseriplion of a man who 
landed more slaves upon llio Island of Cubii tlian any person that 
was ever engaged in tlio ti'ftde. lie was nboitt fifty years of ago, 
a uativo of I'^igkiid by birtli, but bad spout most of bis life under 
tlio Amciicau flag. He was not over five foot six inches, but 
what he wanted in iicight he made ii]) iu biysadUi nei'oss his slioul' 
dors, wliieh wore perfectly prodigious, and indicated the immenso 
Btrcngth Ibftt lie really possessed. His face was inclined to red- 
ness, perhaps the effcels of Fi'cnch brandy, which he had n fondness 
for, and it seemed to bavo settled in bis nose in large lumps, like 
wnrls upon the bnman hands. His eyes wore gray, and of a cold, 
f, k o (, knpon; and when tbcir owner was 

a y s 1 ti black and Hash like Iboso of a 

B ak I n o I lose lo his head, with ibc excep- 

o o o e k f y combed just front of his ears, and 
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he had followed the sea so many years that be bad beeonic wcb- 
footed, like a duck ; and when bo walked (be schooner's deck, bis 
gait was not unlike that clumsy fowl. His voice was gruli', ex- 
copling when he desired lo appear amiable, and then it was as 
Boft. as a woman's, 

" Tou've come on board to admire my schooner?" the captain 
said, as though he did not divine the object of the ofllcer'a visit. 
" I'lxamine her well, and then tell mo if sbo won't make a good 
fruiter." 

" She'd make a hotlor slaver," replied tlic ofllcer, carelessly, 
with a (luick glance at Captain jMnrpby's face. 

" Now, God forbid that craft of mine should ever bo etigagcd 
in such business," was tbo pious oxclamation of the captain. "I 
would sooner that she should sii\k in fathomless depths of tho 
ocean than cany a negro' to slavery." 

" I am glad to hear you Speak so, for Ihoro nro rumors that 
the sebooiicr was hnilt and fitted for tbo African trade. ]<ast 
night wo had orders to watch you, and not let yon sail without a 
cloarnnce. My duty is a disagreeable one, but 1 must perforni it," 

" And I am llie lust man in tho world that will blame you 
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for (hfil," was Uiu liGiiHy answer of Captain Murphy, " Ilei'O wo 
iirc, mill linre wo liu until all siisjiimou is vemovcii, even if llio 
Kclnnjiier groiiniia upon the hccf bouos that we throw over t!io 
side." 

" Then you have no objccfion to my overhauling your cargo?" 
the ofliecr nsltcil, ehnrmcd with the eaptaiu's frankness. 

" Nine in the ivurld. Set your men at work, if you ploftse, 
you'll fintl nothin;:; but lumber and cnsk sliooks, which wo «vo 
taking as freight to llavAna. lint first coma into Ibo cabin and 
take a glass of wine with nic, and then to business. " 

The invilafion was accepted ; but when the cttttoi''e oflicer next 
made his apponrauco, his face showed timt the wine had inonntcd 
to his hcfid »nd confused his senses. 

" Bcmcmber, captain," ho said, as be tumbled over ibo side 
into the boat, " that you must not start until you get orders," 

"Of courso not — that is understood by «s," was the reply; 
and then, as ibe boat was pushed olf. Captain Murphy muttered, 
" If the wind is fair and the night dark, you'll miss mo by moru- 

Iii the courso of the forenoon ft bont came alongside witli tlio 
long-cxpccled su|>ercargo, Guy Kuck, a I'orlitgueso of tho most 
grotesque appearance. lie was thin, bilious, and looked to be at 
least sixty years of age ; but be was only forty, lie had liecn 
engaged in tho slave trade all of liia lifetime, and know ovcry 
port and every trick that was played upon the coast of Africa. 
lie was not a bold man by any means, but he was cunning, 
and depended upon )iis friend Captain Murphy to do tho 
fighting ill case bis loud talk should produco a collision, as it 
sometimes did ; for if Ijuy Kuck was not courageous, bo had a 
spiteful tongue. 

Tho supercargo brought with liim three bags, which, by tho 
weight, I knew contained gold. 

" You see," says Guy,. opening one of the bags, and exhibiting 
a haiulful of doubloons, " if the cutler takes us in charge, Iicr 
olKccrs will make considerable pri/c money, perhaps. How tho 
la/.y rascals would flutter if (hey could only get a glimpse of f hcso 
yellow boys ! Hut (hey never will. Not a (loUar of this money 
will they ever see, for I know how to prevent it." 

" May I ask h6w?" I said. 

" You are a now man in (he service, and I don't know whether 
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yoH aro to bo tnisfcd," he replied, willi a gi-iu that showed liis 
yellow ftinga to the greatest disadvniifiigc. 

" As you plcnsc," I aiisivcrcd, and was turning away, when lie 
G topped II tc. 

" Hero ! I know yow nin't a rascal, like some of tlio Yankees. 
I will show you, because I may need your services." 

He hastily untied l!ic bags, and pulled from each a fine white 
nilk line, with a eork secured at one end, while Iho other was 
fiislciicd to the hfigs. 

" Do you understand," he said. " I throw the bags overboard 
and thoy sink, but the corks no sink. They float, and no one 
take notice. No one sec the linos, 'cos they same color as the 
water. ]ty anil hy, after eullcr gone, coiiio oft' in boat, and get 
the money.' Very good, hoy?" 

We did not receive another visit from the people of (ho cnltcr 
until sundown, and then it was to inform ns that orders iiad been 
I'cccivcd from (ho shore not to porniit our sailing dniingthe night, 
ns mailers were not yet clear at the cnstoui-housc ; iiud a liint 
was added, that perhaps we slioidd have lo submit lo an over- 
hauling at ihc dock, ibr the purpose of scruliiiiniiig our cargo. 
iliit no sooner had the boat pushed oft', than Captain Murphy 
called mo to him. 

" We shall leave the harbor to-night at any rate. We must 
Bleal past tim cutter, and bo outside of Cape Cod by daylight." 

" With all niy heart," I replied ; " but how aro wo to escape 
the eyes of flic cutter people?" 

" That I will show you by and by. Got everything ready for 
sea, and have a kedgc on deck with fifly Ihlhoms of lino. When 
the time arrives for ^vork, I will give iho orders." 

1 waited paliendy till about six bells, when (he flood tide made, 
and Iho two vessels were separated, so that it was difficult (o 
discern tho cutter through the gloom. Tho wind was norlh'rd 
and wcsl'ivi, which was just tho broexe to take us out of tho tiar- 
bor if wo could start without an alarm; and if wo once got 
sail on, I had no douht thai, in defiance of the cutter, wo should 
make otir escape, for tho Morris was a slow tub. 

" Now lowoi' a boat, and run a kcdge out to iho norlh'rd as far 
as tho lino will go," was tho first order Ihat 1 received from 
the captain. 

The boat was dropped into the water without the slightest 



wn si.ii" PAST 'nw. ouTTicn. 23 

noise, awd pulled in flio diicction indicnied. As soou as Uiis was 
(lone, w-c 5iij)[)eil tlic cftble by wliicli we wove i-i<liiig, nnd hauled 
in on liie line, aiul in an impcrccpliUc mannci' gratliiuUy in' 
ct'enscd our lUstfinco fi'oin tlic ciidct'. Twice wo sent (lie boat 
onf , and at leiiglli foniid ourselves close upon tlio East Hoslon side, 
and nearly half a mile dislaut from our sleepy but suspieious 

" U|j wifli tlie kedgc, and cast the gaskets from llio sails," cried 
Caplain Miir(»l»y, when ho saw that no nolieo was taken of onr 
movements. 

The men sprang to obey his orders, yet witliont flio least noise 
<)!■ confusion. The jib, foresail, and mainsail were sot, and with 
a fair and slift' l>reo*;e we steered for iho onter harbor. The 
Ki'liooncr WHS kept well over on (he Kii»'t lioslon side, even Inig- 
ging the Hals so closely that we could have jnmpcd ashore with 
dry feet had we desired, until we were abeam of the cutter, when 
wo could just SCO her, with a light set at the slern, and one at the 
bow. There was no niovement on board, and if we coidd gain 
two n\oro cable lengths, wo should hosiifo frojn pursuit i for I had 
no doubt we coidd sail two feet to tiie eiiller'a one. Still it was 
a trying moment, and not until wo gradually left tlio cutter far 
astern, did we breathe as thongh onr escape was certain. 

" Now, then, pile on the canvas, Mr. Kobort," tho captain said, 
H8 he and the I'ortugucso opened a bottle of wine, and drank suc- 
cess to Iho Coquette. 

" We havo no j)ilot on board," I said, fearing (liat lie ivonld 
run the schooner on slioro in his recklessness. 

" I'm the pilot, and a good one, loo, as you shall confess before 
daylight. Steward, bring mo a glass of grog and some cigars, 
ibrwai-d, and don't let there be a sound on deck except my orders 
to the man at the wheel. Mr. llobcrl, attend to the sails, and 
I'll keep the Coquette in deep water. IIul what was that?" 

Wo were just off Fort Independence when he spoke. 

" It's a rocket from the cmter, Tlicy have discovered our 
escape, and want to sec in what direction wo have gone," 1 
replied. 

" Yes ; and there goes a blue light. Hum your fireworks if 
yoii want to. It's little use at tliis late hour, I can tell yon." 

The entter coulinued to throw up rockets for half an hour. Ity 
that time we were oufsido of Boslou lower light, and dashin{j 
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tliroiigli llio water at llio latc of Icii miles per hour, witli every 
BaW sc(, niitl « Rtiir bicone blowing on our qunrtcr. 

" Set l!ie waielies, and keep lici- as she goes untU four o'cloek," 
tlie captitiii aai<i to inc. " Ciill mc at tlitce, tmless some cliango 
takes place. Keep a bviglit lookout, atul don't carry sail too long, 
for the rigging is now and stretches." 

And with these comjireheiisivo orders the caplain edged his 
way into the Cfibin and turned in Hta siioiildcrs wore too broad 
for liim to ei 111 
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the day before we entorcil Havana. "Shalt wo make ft trip 
to Africa in case we find business dull nt llio island, and try 
our hiok ? ■\Vill you join iis, and sliare in every nigger that wo 
land?" 

I shook my head, feebly I nmsE confess, but still I refused. 

" As you please," the captntn roninrkcd. " We can find some 
one not <iuite so scrupulous as you What you lose wo shall gain ; 
that is certain. 1 I ss." 
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llio British man-of-war Serpent, which was laying " off and on " 
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outside. Tlic oftlccv prclcndcd (hat a ^lass oC water wns desii'ed, 
but I Siiw by Ills keen gliiiicca his I'isit wns not otic for refresh" 
misiil, b'.it cii3'ii)Nit_v, lie scnnncil llic deck and musts, nti<l lioisia 
of I ho RHila, with mtieal eyes, ami for ilic piirposo of prolongiug 
bis v'lfiit, politely jiskeil for iv kccoihI glass of water. 

" Thuru is no occasion for ^oiir flooding your insidos with tepid 
walcr," 1 said, somewhat dinused at his excuse. "The sailing 
qimlitics of the scliooiicr are pi-obabty of more iinporlaueo just 
now Ihau a j;lttss of water. If yon mv pleased witb the looks of 
(ho Co<iuo!te, or wish to examine her at yonr leisure, you are 
welcome to do so," 

" I SCO ijiat you have sHspcclod llio object of my visit," ho an- 
.wcved, good-lnniioreiily. " We heard oi' joii outside, ami I was 
»».'il in to see if report did not exaggerate your good looks. But 
for oiicc rumor bus not done you jnsti.jo. 'I'bis is tlio huiid- 
Boniest spcciuteu of mitriue arcliiteeturo that I ever feaw,aiid how 
I sbitll rcgrel to see her broken up!" 

" I liopo that day is far distant," I replied. 

" I hope so ; but if she is intended for the Irailo, Her Jin'lau- 
nic Majcfly's shiop Serpent will have Iho boiior of mnliin;; a 
prize, tor iu spile of your model we can imisail you, on tlic wiiul, 
or off." 

" Hhc is not intended for the Iradc," 1 replied, in all serious- 
ness ; " but if she was, the keel lias not yet been laid in, the Brit- 
is!i dockyards that cau stiil wiih us in a wliolesalc brecsto on the 
■wind, or two points free." 

The Enylisbmau laughed as thongh tie did not believe my 

" In Ilic firm place," lie replied, " Captain j\Iurpby never com- 
maudcd anything but slavers; and in tlio second place, when lio 
Ivi't ihe coast, some nitio monihs since, lie boldly boasted in my 
presence that lie should relin-n wiiji a clipper that would trouble 
the iScrpeul on every point of sailing, I know the man better 
than you ; for, if I am not mistaken, you have yet to make your 
first voyage to the coast of Africa, But wo shall see which vessel 
Galls the fastest ; lor tell Murphy that a good lookout will bo 
kept for bim, and that he bas bucu loo hicky all bis life nut to 
meet with reverses. We shall pivk hiui up, for our fleet is largo 
and vigilant, iiut I liope our luck will hdn^ us in coniaet with 
the schooner." 
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That niglit, when Captain Murpliy and Oiiy lliic» cnmo on 
board, I lokl thoin of llio vi^it; iitwiiiuli iiilbrtiirtliuu bolli kiokcd 
somewhat sei'ious, and whispered logoilici- for sonic moments, 
and tlio result of tlio coiifcrciieo was a desiro to soo mo in tlio 

" Mr. Uoijcrl," tlie captain said, " wo fniil that our cxpcctii- 
iioiis of obtaining a cargo arc knocked flat aback, and that wo 
have got 10 fish away at sonictliing ciso (o turn an honest penny, 
atid make a living. Wo have Jind an olloi' lo make a trip (o 
Africa for ivory and niggers ; anil if j'on want to go, jnst say tho 
word in filiip-shiipo fashion, and wc'U count you in. Is it a bar- 

" A Innnh'cd dollars ft month, ami ten dollars for ovciy slave 
that is landed," chimed in tho rorlnguesc. 

I ivas on llio point of refusing, but the supercargo inilockcd n 
trunk and threw a bag of doubloons upon the table. I hesitated 
for ft moment ; but tlie I'ortngncMe, who knew what was passing 
in my heart as well as myself, Imslencd to speak. 

" \\'c have been so well satisfied with your conduct ihat wo 
give you t\s-elve doubloons, cxclnsivc of jour wages. You sco 
that we pay ivcU, lor wc bavo money in abundance' 

"]iut if woare captured?" I suggested. 

" If sueli a tiling occurs, we can buy our freedom with gold. 
Agents will be near us in case anything liappcns; and T need not 
tell you (hat Knglishmen love gold as woll as YaiiUees." 

" liut if wc filiould be capinrcd by an American man-of-war?" 

I BllggCSfcd. 

The captain and Guy looked at each other and laughed. 

" Did yon ever Jicar of suoli a tiling, Guy ? " the former de- 
manded, 

" Never," answered the I'ortngnese, " and never expect, lo." 

" Will the crew consent to go?" I asked, llio gold tumptiiig iiio, 
ami my abborrenco of tlio traflic gradually giving way. 

" They go? Call thcin aft, and see." 

I passed the word for the crew lo muster aft. 

Captain Murphy 
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Ami liiG men went, lonkiii'; us coiilcnlcd as ilioitgii about lo lio 
(li.sdmr5!,;(l wilh sovcml Imiuli'cd tlollHrs in their lockers for a 
guiwnil IjIow-ouI. 

" jN'ow wliat <lo you say?" demanded tlic captiiin. " Siinll 
wo coritiiuio to swiiij; oiir luuninoeks iti llie siuiio cnil), or nliuU 
we sfniavo yards and aopanile ?" 

"I will Iry one voyayii," I said, " and if I don't like il, wo can 
part company, and no tmrm done." 

Tlie next morning the Spanish Hug Hiitlci-cd from the Rohooner's 
mast-head. The cruw were allowed to go on shore, uiul I iopk t\ 
ehoi't niinblo there myscll', and wna introduced to many iulhicn- 
tial men who were liirgcly inlcrcstod in lliu sliivo IraHic. 

"You are going lo llic Githnn, I undcr^iand," one ohl innu 
said tome. " li'siieh is the ease, tell old Cringy timt ho isiisctiun- 
drci, and that hia last cargo was tho nicHuost thai 1 over re- 

I had no idcn who Cringy was, hut, 1 promised to convey tho 

The next day we were ail on board, taking in fresh provisions, 
and the day alicr \vcighed anchor, and shaped our course for 
the Kivcr Oabmi, on tliu west coast of Africa, 

Wo had fair winds and plonly of iheni, and the Coquetio 
boundeil over tho waves like R racc-liorsc over a trolling course, 
until wo made one of the spurs of ihc Jloon range of moiinluins, 
when we hauled our wind and steered for Oabun, at that (iino ono 
of tlic most nolcd slave towns on the coast of Soulhern Africa. 
When wc were live miles from llio moulh of the ri\'er, we dis- 
_ covered a canoo coming (owurda us, padilicd by half a doifon 
negroes, naked, wilh the cKceplion of a piece of while cloih tiel 
nromul iheir waisl. Jlat iho person who steered the canoe and 
was seated Jn the stcra-sheota was dressed entirely dilferent from 
his companions, lie had on a cocked hat with a Ihij;o red feather, 
n blue cloth coat with bright brass buttons, epaulets of tlio largest 
si/e, and a sword by his side. 

"Here comes Criugy — the old humpback scoundrel has not 
yet gone to Davy Jones's locker," Captain Murphy said, exaniiu- 
ing tho canoo and ooutents through ins glass. " IIo is dressed in 
liis slate costume, which is a sure sign that there are no cruisers 
about. Criugy is ii wealhci--cock, and by his rig one can tell 
how tho \aiu\ lays." 
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" The online is ciosfi aboard of iis. Slmll we licnvo to, and 
lol it come alongside?" 

" No, indeed ; ihiil is ft piece of politeness llml would iiinkc tlio 
blasted iiiggerrt have too good an ojiiiiion of tlicmsolvcs." 

Tlio iiogi-ooa were excellent boaiiiicn, and nltliongli wo woro 
moving at the vale of six kiiota an hour, tlio canoe gliilcd along. 
Btde without tlio sHg litest diniciilty; ami in a few inoinenls over 
tlie rail came the most singHiiir looking snecinien of Imnianiijr 
that I had ever seen. lie was an old iiegro, iLiimiiljacketl, (hin- 
and nil drawn out of sluipo, ajiimreiitly ; the upper part of his 
body was dressed in niiifornij but iho lower pni't was entirely 
riaked, with Iho exception of the iisiiol piece of white cloth around 
bis waist. 

" Well, Cringy, I am glad that you are still alive," Caplaiu 
Murphy said, without nianifesling the least cordiality. 

" Ah, cap'ii, I glad to sec you. You no bo hero Tore for one 
year. 1 s'pose you took hy dcm Knglishmcn." 

" Auy cruisers around, Criti-ry?" the caplaiu asked. 

"One Jicro yesterday — do liuK/ard — hut go 'way for Capo 
LopcK, and no eoino hack for month or two." 

"Got any ni^gi.-rs In sell chcitp?" 

" 0, very few and very liigh. l<o plenty. JN'o come in at all 

" It's no use to run into Ihe Gahun, if that is ihe case " the 
captain said. " We can run down lo iSIaguinlia, and get a cargo 
without (rouble. Good by, Cringy, and try and do betler Iho 
next time I call. Put yimr wheel np," the captain shouted lo the 
helmsman; " case ofVlhc main sheet ; " and round wo wen I like 
a top, and stood off from the land, as though really bound for 

Cringy Avatched tho operation of wearing ship without the 
slightest appearance of disappointment, lint when he saw ihat 
the schooner was really headed to clear Cape Negro, and ihal the 
sails wore trimmed, and tho I'opus coiled down as though not to 
bo disturbed for sonic time, his philosophy fori<ook him. lie 
glanced towards tlio captaiu and JiucK, but ibcy paid not tho 
slightest adcntiun to him. They were drinking grog and simtk- 
ing cigars on the weathci' side of the cpiar tor-deck. Cringy looked 
towards the land, which was fasi receding, am! then at the two 
who were enjoying liicmseUcs upon ihu oilier side of the deck 
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lie n-avprc<l, nml al lust yiuickil. lie crossctl (lie (lci;k, and ad- 
tliussud lliccitpiuin, — . 

" Ciijiluiii, what yoii j;o fur ? " 

'■ For a carf{(i, Cringy, at clieaj) rates," 

" hardy, you cloii't want lo ruin di.s ni^^cr — does yon ? " 

" Is'o ; Riid wo ilon't menu tldil yon uliali i-iitii lis, Cringy, We 
enn buy slaves ciicitpci' than yoit sell Ihcm." 

"No; I sell loss (huii udder men. How much yon gib for 
ti-eo hiiiidi'cd lut niggers? AH well, all l'aii;;ives. Oluvci- — no 
figlit — MO sulk — all like go ou water. No die. llow m,ich 
yon givo?" 

"Twenty dollars apiece — pay in miiskcis, powder, lend, 
cloth, nnd uionuy," the 8ii[)creurgo aii^worcd, |n-oni|Hly. 

"0, erackeo; dat no p.iy me. Gib me thirty dolkfs, ami I 
)»ut 'cm uboiird. Dut cheap (or 'cm. All fut." 

" Twenty dollars— no more," was (lie very eool reply. 

Criugy thought a momeni, anil glanced lowurda ihe huid, which 
was nciU-ly ten miles distant. 

" You gib mo present ? " he asked. 

" Yes ; and one lor your first wile." 

" Den I sell tree hundred niggers al twenty dollai's apiece, and 
you got darned good bargain. I lose inoaey." 

" Now yoH begin to talk. J3rink a glass of grog, anil swear 
by your fetich that you will act fair and lionornble, or suffer per- 
secniion from wit<'hcraft, and we will visit Gabnn." 

Cringy did not like the oath, for the natives of Africa have a 
great dread of witchcraft ; but lie drank the liquor, and look the 
vow required. There was no fear of trusting liini after swear- 
ing to ihe oiitli ; for tlio old ieliow was much more fearful of 
devils than mortals, and not even the lovo of gold could have in- 
duced liini lo break his word, much as he would have desired to. 
Ho was as affable and polilo as a FreiK^imau alter a good dinner, 
and for his condesecnsion got Bcveral stilt' glasses of grog; and 
by llio time bo had ligiisbcd the last one, Ihe month of llie tiver 
was in sight, and the negro's services ^^'Cl■c lefpiii'cd (o pilot jis 
over the Itai-, which is formed between tlio headlands, nnd ro- 
cjiiires sonic knowli;dge (o eros^. 

■• Come, Cringy," said Murphy, removing the liquor, " j-ou 
have bowsed up your jib enough for one <lay. Take us over the 
bur, and you shall have a bolllo of brandy for your wives," 
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" Rum lio Rood foi' women," replied the fellow. "Jliikc 'cm 
qiuuiel uriil light. Mc drink nil, and dci. in. iij^lH." 

" Well, piloL us ovar (lie bar, and you shall litivo a bollle." 

"No, sar; I do no such ting widoiit money, Jly price flvo 
doHars. Dal wlial niau-ot'-M-ar inoii gibs me, I no work lor 
Joss," 

As the schooner was close upon the bar, Miirpliy was com- 
pelled to yiciil lo his doniund, antt that wa» tho lirst attempt of 
Cringy lo get square. 

The town did not present a very imposing appearance, consisting, 
fts it <lid, of a few biuidrcd hnts, scattered over (lie plain ami oil 
the bhilT; but the small number of houses was more (han made 
amends for by tho numerous iuhabilants who thronged (ho bench 
and laxmdied canoes upon tho water for (he purpose of hoard- 
ing us. They crowded ai-outul tho vessel, and held up (enijiiing 
displays of frnit for Iho purpose of indueing us to trade ; and I 
must confess that I was anxious for a little biirler iu that line, 
but Cringy interfered. 

" Go away, you cussed laxy niggci's," tho old fellow shouted, 
moundng (he (alfrnil, and sliakinj; his hat and fis[s at the eager 
natives. " ])is vessel mine ^- I supply bcr wid cbcrytiiig. Do 
captain no want what you got. All s(alc wegclnblcsdat you got. 
Do captain know you and your (ricks. Co 'way and look ttrtei' 
your wives, for white man goiu' on shore prosoiitiy," 

Wliether (his tbrent had (he oll'cct of dispersing tliccanoc-mon, 
or wbedier they considered it hopeless to contend witb a man of 
Cvingy's abilities, I don't know ; but the negroes, with grunts of 
dissatisfaction, j)addled for the shore. lint, if Criiigy did moiiop- 
oHko tbo trade of (lio schooner in regard to proi'isions and fruit, 
lio kept US well supplied, for ho sent on board a citnoc-toad of 
oranges and biinanas and vegetables in profusion. 

Tho next day wo hired (weuty natives to come on board, and 
conimcnccd breaking out the bold and landing cases of muskets, 
and kegsof powder, and lead, besides boxes of wliite chalk, beads, 
and various (rinkels which would be likely (o please nol only the 
Africans on the coast, but those in (he in(erior. The Buperoai-go 
and old Cringy wero (he most netive men fo be seen during (lie 
(ime that the cargo was discharging. Everything was sont to 
the laltei-'s warehouse, a long building that was made of palm 
trees, and thatched over to keep out (he rain. After (ho curgo 
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wag (lisolinrgcd wo, conimciiccil iiliiiig oiiv wnter casks and Htow 
iug llicm, mid (licii begun to hty lliu sliive tluL-k, wliicii repoHei! 
upon iho pasks; yKt tlio latter could ho got at any timo during 
tlie passago wlioii ivutor whs rcfjiiircil. 

AVIiilo we wore laying llio slave deck — wliieli liail been built 
niid filled in Itoslon, and then taken apai't for fiitnre use — ■ a sig- 
nal was given IVom (lie Wtift' that a sail was in siglil, and tliat the 
Blrangcr was standing fowards tlie month of llio river. The slave 
deck ivould have condenmed us without judge or jnry. But 
Cringy atid the sniioi'cargo wei-e equal to llio emorgeuey. In 
less than half an hour the deck was torn np, thrown overboard, 
and (owed on shore by (ho numerous eanoos which Cringy had at 
his disposal. The instant (he boards lonehcd (lie beach they were 
taken to the woods and concealed, and there was no fear that (he 
iiativcs would reveal the secret, or oven hint at onr (rue chai'ac- 
ter, for (heir prosperity in (hose days depended eiilircly upon the 
shivu ti'allic. 

l!y the timo (he boards were stowed away Cringy jumped into 
bis canoe, and was ready to go outside of (ho bai', and offer his 
services as a pilot. Just as ho *vas ready to shove off wo lieattl 
the rc{)ort of a gnn. 

" Ah, dat Knglish nian-of-wav I know," the old fellow cried, 
"Now, T go olf and get (ivo dollars, and hnmbugJoha UHll,you 

And we did see the Serpent enter the liarhov in half an hour's 
time, and drop anchor about two cable lengths from iho schoon- 
er, Ko sooner were (he sails fui-led than a boat was lowered, 
and a lieutenant, the same one who had visited us at Ha- 
vana, came on board, lie was received by Guy Itueit in the 
most polite manner, while Captain Mnrphy remained in the back' 
■ ground. 

" Who is the master of (his sehoonerf " the Knglisliman said, 
after a slight nod to me. 

" I have iho honor," the supercargo answered. 

" And what is your business herc'i"' was the next question. 

" Triide," was the laconic answer. 

" In niggers i" " was the abrupt ([nestion. 

" No, sir ; L hope that wo have not yet got lo that. We are iu 
Bcareli ofpiiini oil and ivory." 

'' Will yun let mc look at your papers?" 
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I expected Ibitt llio Povhigiicse would bo Rli!,''giiro.l by lliis tie- 
miuul, bit J.(i wtiH not. lie le.l llic way into (be ciibiii, iiinl I 
saw him produce liotttea iuid n box of papiirij. 

" Your papWH are riglit, but I sbould like n bolt ot the scliooii- 
ci-'h hold," iho lieutenant said, at Iciigib. 

"TliD biitcnes nro off; cxiimiuc ii( your leisure," was tbo im- 
8wcr. 

'I'lio oHker ciii«e on dock. Then ho called ibree of h.is men, 
mill went iuto the lioUI. 

" What aro ail tbeso ciisks for?" he asked, looking up to ibuso 
oil ileek. 

"To hold pabn oil. Wo can't cany it in Inilli," replied Uucz. 

The ollicer colored, and coiiliiuic.l his iiives(i;!iUions. 

*'Tlieso gnus aro for the Hinne purpose, i suppose," he Kiiid, 
calling our aticnlion to six niim-ponndurs, nnd a long brass tiiirty- 
two, which were slowed away ncnv tlie pumps. 

" lliiUast, sir, ballast — uolbiiig niui-u," the supercargo an- 
Bwered, .smiling swcclly. 

The iiuutouanl comiiuicd iii.f explorations for sonic time, but at 
leuglh, lindiiig uolbiiig that could bo used a;}ninst us, came on 
deck. 

" Wo RliftH be here for some weeks," bo said, juat its lie wiis 
ioaviug tlio side of (be ve^iscl ; "and bo assured that wo shall 
keep an eye on you and your doings." 

The boat was pushed oil', aud rowed back to Iho iSerpnnt 

" Iflnst his impudence," muttered Murphy ; " how I shoidd fiko 
to sink his old tub where she lies, and di-own every soul on board 1 
They don't like to see an honest man make a deeenl living." 

But the lOnglishmun was dcfcriniued to cany out bis threat, 
and remain at anchor for (ho pniposo of watching our move- 
ments, and prevent ua from shipping sbivcs. Day after day 
passed, and still ibe Serpent showed no signs of crawling out of 
the harbor ; but the supercargo and I\[urphy manifesied no im- 
liitliencc. Once in a while the Knglishnian wonhl send a boat on 
board of us, take a general survey, and then retire, satJsliod or 
(lis.^ai isfted, it was impossible to toll which by Iho men's looks. 

Ono morning, when C'ringy came onboard (o bring onr daily 
supply of fttiil, lie informed us (hat a native had been accused of 
stealing sheep, and (hat he was to be " (esicd" at ten o'clock in 
the village. A lew questions enlightened me in regurd to iho 



meaning of llic won] " tested " or " hnlaholo" as llio imlivos I'nll 
tilt! cxliibinou. TIlc ttiicf liiul dcnieil his guilt, unci ticmiimlcil « 
triiil by nie.iiis of (lie " Icalaliah," fo prove hia iiiiio«eiicc. This 
fiplieitl lintt to be allowed, as tho Africaiia ai'c ko Biipevs til ions lliitt 
tliey bciiovc tt pci-soii after doittb has llm power to troiiblo wiiii 
wilclieraft nil who oppose lits pka for llic lest, and if (he i,'riiniiia! 
can conio forth nnscatlicil by tho ordeal, he is dceiarcd innocent, 
nnd iillowcd to escape without ftirlher pnuishnicnt. 

'i'liG shccp-sloalcr was to bo tested with boiling oil, into n cal- 
dron of wliicli he Nvas to thrust his naked arm tip to the shonldur, 
nnd then slowly withdraw it. If he uttered no cries of pain ho 
was hinoeent ; but if he even whimpered with a^ony, his death was 
certain and innnediate at tlie hands of the eron-d. I Jiad no 
ti-onble ill oblainiii,'; liiave of absence, anil even Murjihy, who was 
tired of iloiiiy nothing bnt swilling at a brandy boillc, agreed to 
CO witli nic. 
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Tin;il( KNKMIKS. A KOVKI, 

CiKSGY was an authority in tho town, and although not gcnoral- 
iy i-es|)cctcd for his honesty, was regarded for his wealth and 
iniporlaneo iu the connnereial world. Therefore, when Oriiigy 
appeared upon tho gronnd, the natives made way for him and his 
company, and allowed us to take up positions close to ihu spot 
where the test was to be ajiplied. A large pot fdled with palm 
oil was placed over a rtro in front of the hut ivltero the prisoner 
was ooufnicd, and already tho liquid was bubbling and boiling as 
though impatient for ita vielim. Suddenly, a wild, tliseordant 
Bonnd of niusie arose from the village niusieians. Their instru- 
nieuts consisted of rccils and drums of tho priniitivo kind, bnt lliey 
were beaten witiiout regard to lime or tunc. Finally tho mu- 
sieiiins ceased their labors, and then the crowd set up a yell tliat 
wonid have done honor to a iribo of Indians of Iho wildciit do- 
ecription. 
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" Now (ley bring do slincp-slcolei- out," Cnii'fy said to mo. 

" But will llio man rcaliy put Jiis anii in the oil? " I ii^kcil. 

"Sartin Iruc." 

" But (ho oil will burn the flesh from iho bono," I mu\. 

" Doii't know," i-c]ilicd Oriiigy, with u sluiko of hia white lioatl. 
" S'jiose his fetich say no burn, be ali i'i;;h(." 

" But if he iloesi get hui'iied, wbat tlion ? " 

" Tlicii lie be cussed mseal, and we kill liim." 

Just Bt that moment the door of tbo liut was tlii-owu open, and 
the music recommenced its most dismal Inniciitnlions. Tlia crowd 
gave yoll aHcr yell as an nccompani incut, and Iho natives swayed 
to and fro, all eager to catch sight of the prisonci-. Tbo poor 
wretch did not manifest (ho least sign of fear or hesitancy. lie 
seemed to have nerved himself for the ordeal before bini, and 
walked with « firm step towards the fire. Hut Criiigy's eyes, 
more sharp than mine, dclecled ihc cause of the courage at a 
gl.nc. 

" Ab, dc blasted scoundrel 1 " ho nuillci'ed ; " bo oat dc kah." 

The kalo root is capable of stupefying the senses, iu the samo 
ninuucr lliut opium docs. It is a powerful drug, and au over- 
dose is certain death. 

Cringy looked disappointed when bo delected Iho man's condi- 
tion, for he feared that be could not revel in llie thief's expressions 
of agony, and (hen sec bim knocked on Clic head. 

"Ah, dc d— d scoundrel — ho cheat us, artcr all. Mo own 
sheep ; " and llic latter part of his remarks showed the secret of 
bis antipathy. 

Whou the culprit was within a fathom of Iho boiling oil, a bngo, 
Stalwart fellow, whom Oitptain Murphy pronoimced (vorlli at least 
eight hundred dollars, hiiulud iu lla\'ana, mado a proclaniation 
Kclliag foi'tb (lie prisoner's crime, and bis coufulenco of iimoceneo ; 
that to prove the latlor, ho had consented to submit to tbe test ; 
and that the people were to judge by his actions whether ho was 
to be acquitted or condemned. And (he people, as iu alt count 'ies, 
whellier inhabited by whites or blacks, woi-e extremely ])lcaBed at 
tbo idea of aeling as judge and juiy. Once again iho music 
rcconnneuecd its discordant noise, and the prisoner was pushed 
towards Ihc Ere. lie besilaled for u momcul, as be looked at 
the bubbling oil; but the guard of negroes said somclhing, and 
gi'iudiiig bis teeth to^'Cthcr to prcveiil all expressions of pain, tho 
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slicep-stealov iiliiiigoii hh nrni info (lie kedlc; but tlio (ii?o'iy wus 
too great for cvuii ciriigM fo licadoii. Willi iv wild yell of pain tlio 
l)oor wrcich ividulvcw liis limb, (Hiii ilmiced ai'omici iho open s|)HCO 
tliiit was loft Iiim, his face cxprcssitig all (lie Itorrora that he Hiif- 

"Is lie "iiilty?" nske<i the liiigo ne<!ro bcfoi-c nlhuied to, ap- 
pealing to tlio crowd, and speaking iii his native laiigim^^c, 

" Kill liim ! " was the cvy ; ami hanlly were tlio wov«k uttered, 
before half a doKcn chilis fell upon the fellow's head with force 
enough to have criDjIied the skull of ah ox. 

" Ah," muttered Oritigy, with a sigh of relief, " (lo blame rascal 
no teal shecpa more. 3Io horry glncl d.it lie he killed, llo great 
humbug." 

As the exhibition wtia over, we accepted Ci-ingy's escort through 
the crowd, and gainoil the Coi:|uclto in safely. To p«y our cice- 
rone for l}h (rouble, we giive Cringy a bolllo of rtnn, for which he 
seemed vei'y gi-aleful, and just before departing made a proposi- 
tion (hat I gladly accepted. 

"To-morrow," ho said, "I go to King George's town, thirty 
miles lip dc river. Grand elephant hunt up dare day ar(cr to- 
morrow. Drive 'em in pen, and dcii kill 'em. Lots o' fun ; s'poso 
you in big tree; you no get hurl. Yon go?" 

I readily got (lermisnion to leave (he vessel, anil even Murphy 
decided that he would like the trip for ihc sake of passing away 
time. We spent llio evening in cleaning our revolvers and rides, 
and gelling ready for an early start. Murphy had Ihoiight that 
it was best lo go well armed, in case (he pcojile of Jfiiig George's 
town should prove hostile, or take a fancy to any of our clothing' 
while we were absent from Cringy'a side, for it was generally 
understood thai the king's people were' not over partJeular in what 
tliey stole, or ^vhoni llicy stole from. The next day, an hour be- 
fore sunrise, Grinjiy came alongside \vi(h his bark canoe, pad- 
dled by four blacks, who were stripped to their waist like their 
brethren on shore. The euiioo was largo, and tho portion we oc- 
cupied was completely screened from the sun by grass cloth, of 
im(ivc mnnufactiiro. We put on board a few bottles of rnm for 
tho king and chiefs, iiml a case of ohiret for ourselves, and 
added a keg of tol)acco as the next most a(,-copl!iblo pi-eseut for 
our darky friends, aud then shoved into the stream, tho negroes 
accompanying their rowing willi a wild, monotonous song, that 
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soiuulcd very well fov flio fifs! qiinrlpr of llic w^y. In Iijilf im 
lioiir'a time, wo luiil 1<;H (lie lnwu I'm- nslci-n of «s, and \v<.-iv. jiiiil- 
ing lliiwij;)! II wii'leriiPss. Tlin vivnr ran liolweon liigh bjniks, a 
portion of t!ie (ii.sianco lo the Kiiij? Ocorge'd village, encli of wliicli 
was lined wiili rniik ve-rclalion, nml Irces of llio |)Hlm spcfies, 
eonic of llicm ot the Inrftcst sIkg. ICvery fuM- innnicitls wo is-oulil 
conic ii|)oii a li'OOp of moiikeyti, grinniit;; and skylarking nmid Iho 
trees, and cliottini,' sliriUy, u» lliounli. defying lis to linrm llicm. 
Wo considered tiieni unworfhy our ainmtiiulioii, and oni- sUcneo 
eynlioldL'iied the niack raswils to follow us ulon^ llic vivei-, wliicli 
Ihey COldd do vorv easily Iiy jumping iVoin (rce lo tree. We eii- 
conraged itiein lo eontinnc in pnivnit l>y insnlling gestures, wliich 
llic imps were not hIow lo retnrn with iufercsl ; and at. lenglli lliey 
grew so eiirajfcd that they pinekcd boughs frinii Uic trees and 
hurled them al us, and showed (licir lonj; (eetli with niosi ma- 
licious looks. 8uildcnly the ji'ooji nllcrcd a frightful yell, but it 
sounded lo ine more like a cry of lerror them of angor. I saw n 
stately palm sway lO and fro, as Ihongh ngilatcd by the wind, yet 
thei'c was not a breath of air stirring on the i-iver, and I was at ii 
loss how to accoimt for it. Tliei-o was u stuldeii stutawk, and 
Imtidrcds nf inonbeys could be seen leaving the tree with leaps of 
the most aslonishiijg deseriplion. 

" Now j'oii see fun," mntlerod Crinpy. " Hig amtke in do tree. 
Grab monkey mid eat 'em. Wait a lectio bit." 

The natives slopped rowing, and watehed the tree ivilh koeii 
oyes. After a fciv moments' silence the palm was again agitiiled, 
and through Ihc leaves we could sec the gyrations of a huge ser- 
pent, which had eapinred one of the monkeys for a breakfast, and 
was about to scenre a good, easy position for the purpose of swal- 
lowing its prey at leisure. Oneo ov twice the monster's head 
was thrust through an opening, and wo could i^eo that the monkey 
cveii then was sit uggling to escape from the fangs of ihe boa. 

" Dat g3od chance for a shot," Oringy suggested, motioning 
hia dusky companions to keep the canoe opposite tlto tree, and 
not let it drill down stream with iho tide. " S'poso you hit 'cm, 
if you can. YanUco say dat dey be smart wid do rifle." 

" Hit thnnderl" granted Murphy, wtio had been making sad 
havou with (he ehiret during the pa(:Sage, 

" l"aps yoTi hit 'em," Criugy said, uddressing »io with o griu 
upon his eiiiinina .aeo. 
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" 1 can Itit him I'ruiii here, il'yoii will keep Iho euiioe slcaily," 
J ni.lieU, .-^iln.ly. 

" lilast nil! if I won't lie! nn il," flio fi\\>la\i\ ^iiid. 

". I Hike do hcl — wlmt sliiiU it lie?" Criii^'j- iisUcd, 

" I''il'iy tlolUirK Bjjainst a llfty poiiml tnBk," Jhicphy I'cjilicd. 

" I take ciiU bel," (ho ncgi'o said, quite coolly, " ami I win do 
moneys, loo." 

" I'orhiips," Miirpliy cried, liy;h(iiig u cigai', and motioniiig mo 
(0 do my best. 

The nali\es, w!io wero as anxious foi- llic ^jmrl as myself, pad- 
dled ilio canoo ns close to llic tvec aa it was inudent lo do, and 
liicn I'cnmincd pevrcctly ijuicf, ftwailiiig my slioL Tlicy did not 
have lo wait long, for the boa, in iis R'siWshusr, was coiiiiiuially 
moving its hciid aad a porlioii of its body through 0|)enii!g8, 
aud it was dnring (ino of llic^e nioiDcnls' tliut 1 look a careful aim 
and lii'ud. The Ircc was shaken us though a huri'icane was pass- 
ing (liroiigii its branches, and the next inslant tlie head of tho 
boa, with only llie tail and bind legs of the monkey, was exposed 
to our view, and swinging and am-fsiiig towards the water, fl3 
though desirous of disengaging ils proy from a distended monih. 

" I've won Ibc hctl " shonled iMiirpby. 

" lly dam, T dink you have," miillered Ci'injry, a siiade of dis- 
appoinlineut pns^ing over his withered fate. 

Jusl at that moment ibc boa's bead reached Ibc surface of the 
river, and beat tho water to ft loam in its agony, ^\'e waK-bcd 
the scene wilb some iiiierosi, and while wc were thus oecn|iied, 
Criitgy touched mo on my shoulder, and pointed with bis lean 
linger u|i the river. 

" Ah, now yoti sec fun," ho said, with n grin of ^afisfaction. 

"What is il?" I asked. 

"Alligator enin down do riber lo see whal de noise all 'bout. 
llab a grand light, and wc no caru whieb lick." 
"Where is ho?" I asked. 

" I see nothing but an old !og noiuing down sfream," I re- 
plied. 

" ]>al no log — dal alligator. K»t nigger for breakfasl, and 

We were not left long in suspense, for Ibe animal, without any 
percepliblo movement, sudileuly sank, aud when it rose to tho 
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(Hirfaeo it wna closo to tlio hcail of Ibo witiko, wlitcli sMH cnn- 
tinned ifs slrupifflcs nnd fry rat ions, j(ceiil}y lo (iic dcli^'lil nf llic 
mniikrys, wliicli sfill kept llieir posiiions on Iho ti'ces, imd ohiittuil 

" N' w foi lie ( iiaticd'it fi lit dal yon obei tlii! ^ce " ci led Ci tiv\ , 
litiil iiitl IS hi' '.[Hiki, tlie llli^alor mmle n siidilLii cliini'.^ Iiiuli 
foi tlie siiiil I's IK < k, fOi/ul It III lis poudci oiii jan =, and 
8(.cnicd to niako it-t leclli im ct thiou^h ami tIuoii„li lionci niiH 
cle, iinii AlsIi 'llie tict, was sliakon nioio licKtlj llnii c\ei but 
It was Iho nio\(.m<nt ol the boa in gelling a fiini position with 
il3 tail, bcfoii. (oniincndii^ thi, h,ht in eiinast 

Attkoliisl in)\i?nicnt tlio numkc) «ai dia^oigetl, and flotful 
ilonn the sticam so cinMicd oiil ot ihiipo that Jls oimi lainiiy 
uoukl not liavo icco ni,iul it. But U ua» not sulKicd to dntt 
far, for a 
hnye jaw 

lliQ bed 1 b 

tivoen Iho 
tion, and 

it. Tlio k 

bom-ccii k 

and did k 

ivitli a po k 

and even b 

river: tl 
flying i" 

tlic amok b 

llic boa k 

would liavc been eondacled on more er|nal terms ; but lo this ar- 
rangement the alligator objected with all its po«-ei', and atlcmplod 
to make short work of Iho husiiiess by lashing out with its pou'er- 
ful tail, and each blow lliat was slriiek seemed oitpahlu of prns- 
IriUing a tree, if one had flood in its way. ISni, m!loriiiii;ilely, 
the alligator conhl not retain its hold with its teclli and usu its 
chief weapon for alliiek at Iho same time ; so every blow foi! Khorf, 
and while they did not injmo the siuikt, they serscd to weaken 
the alligator. 'Die latter iias slowly drawn lowards ihc sliovo, 
yet ihci'o was no inlentioii nianifestcd lo rcliiiqalsh ils power' 
ful hold, and quit tlio com pan ion ship of so powerful an eiicmyi 
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Tho snake tuadci many nftempfs lo iise il3 huge jitws upon tlio 
scitty iiide of its iinlrtH"iii«li but was not successful imiil ilic river 
nioiislpf loiicliuil the hiiul, when llie Intlcr siiililuiily i-clinquiKliecl 
its iioUl fur itic purpose of escaping lo ihc wnluc ; bill it was loo 
late. Tlio IjOii siitliieniy extended its enormous jaws, ami witli n 
motion qtiick as Uglilning seized Ihc ulligntor by one of ils flippers, 
and with one jerk ihrew it many feel np the bank. The alli- 
gator aguin minlo an allcnipt to reach the walci-, atnl aceniod no 
longer dfcsiroiis of conlinning llie fifrlLl ; but (lie boa was not to lie 
Bhflkcn off in that manner. It uneoiicil ils poworfiil lail, and look 
three or fonr turns aronnd the body of its foe, aiul llieu dragged 
it towards ihe trunk of a troo, ai-onnd which coil after coil was 
thrown, eaeh one gradually increasing in intensity, until wo could 
hear the bones of the black nionslcr crack, and cotdd sec the btuod 
spurt froni under ils scales and dye Ihc slimy body a crimson hue. 

" !>at cuss dead, sm-e," grunted Clingy, with « sulislied look. 
" Now s'posc j'ou l(ill t'other one, 'foi'c iio cackle (oo nineh at liis 
luck." 

I had loaded my-rifle during the fight, and was not advci-se to 
once more showing my skill as a iiiarksmaii. I look a good aim 
at ihe head of tho boa, and fired. The eyes, which but a moment 
before we're like living coals of fire, lost their (icreencss, and the 
head of the boa fell until it touched Ihc ground. The colls around 
tho tree and tho alligator were gradually relaxed, and all inovc- 
mcrifs ceased. The annkc and its opponent weic both dead. 

Wo saw many species of wild nnimals while going up the river, 
and I got two or tln-eo very fair shots at tigers ; but tho dislaiico 
was too great for sci'ious ofl'eel. At eleven o'cloek wc camo in 
siglit of the village, which looked very prclty, ncsllcd in between 
thick groves of palms aud red wood. As we ncared the town, I 
saw a dozen or twenty persons dressed in while pants and blue 
dungaree jackets, somewhat tlic worse for wear. Those ihus 
clothed were armed with nuiskefs, which Ihcy seemed In carry 
with considorubio pi-idc, and to keep at a dislniieo from Ihe half- 
naked rabble, whieli were squatting upon' their liams and chat- 
ting like go many monkeys, regaitling our visit and its olijeet. 

"You see dose sogers in do nnilorm?" (Jringy asked, point- 
ing lo liio landing with evident pride. 

" Yes — whoaro tliey?" 

" Dem de king's wives, Dey (Ighl like dc dcblc, when 'em 
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ninil Hp. Kill cbciy <liiis diit comes nfoi-c 'cm. Yon tmicl l)o 
'ik-Iitiii-Mlieii you speak In 'cm, iiuil ini tiiii;;li. Doy no Jiii;j iioili. 
ing of s!ionlii>)j iimn. King like 'cm bcry imieli." 

Wlini we were ei^'lif f'alhoms from llic l)iiiilin;;-|)iiice, one of 
the fomiile soldiers pre^icnlcd licr miiskcL anil liailcil. 

" Kala hilo I " f'ho cvicil, wliicli Criiijty said whs nil orilor (o 
slop wlioi-e we were without dcliiy, and our oarBmcn were not 
filoiv lo do so. 

" Where ilo yoii conic from, and ^^•lmt do yoti *vish?" wcro 
Ilio next qnestions iiddreP$e<l in Ihc pecuiiar dialect of the village, 
and wliicli Cringy tntci-|ii'elc<l for ns. 

" Wc are Iradcrs," shouted Critiny. " desirous of |nirelmsinf,', 
itnd to sliow our good will, have brought many presents for tlio 
kin.;." 

"'nien wail, ntilil flic liin;:,''.s commands ari-ivc, Ijeforc you 
land," rc|i!it'd (he fioldior ; and she sent oil' one of her companions 
to carry l!ie ricivs (o his dusky majesty. 

lu a few Hiinnlos the me^iieiijiers rotin-ncil with the information 
that wc could litnd ami vikIi his majei^ly, and hring our prescnfs 
Willi IIS. A pi'ocession wna formed, and w-c were cseorleil lo the 
quarters of the king, several ualives bringing np the rear wirli 
the liquor atul tobacco, which I saw was eyed with wisliftil glancca 
by Ihc dusky throng ; but not one of them was iiold enough lo lay 
a lian<l upon that ^vhicIl belonged to or was intciKlcd for the king. 

Jlifl mnjcsly was housed in the bcsl building in ihc village. It 
was enclosed with nmd walls, eight lect high aud two feet tliifik, 
which were intended as a protection in case of an att.tck and in- 
surrection by his subjects. It would not have stood more than 
two discharges from cannon ; but those tirtielcs the natives never 
used in (heir warfare - ■- muskets of (he poorest paueru being iho 
cxicnt of their resources. The king was scaled on a raised plat- 
ftjrm, at the cxii'emo end of his reeeptioiL-room, decorated whh 
sknlh of his enemies, which his guiird had killed in battle. On 
each side of his majesty v.'as a line of warriors, looking as un- 
like women as poasihlc. The king was dressed in (ho easl-olT 
suit of some niival ollloer, who bad, years before, nmde a present 
of it (o his majesty, aud received in exchange two or three hundred 
dollars' worth of ivory, in the shape of elephant (usiics. His head 
was ornamented with a marine's hn(, and covered wifh feathers 
of various tinlSj the red feadiers of tlie Ilamingo predoniiiiaiiiig. 



liy his -side lie lind n ship's cnttaes, wiihoiil a Khenlti, and llio 
Wiiins i.r rusl ii|»iji fho t.lit,k- ivltc sigi)i(i.-i!ii( ol' xiMcn <\>!:ii\m of 
i-ctellioti8 siibjciils, (hiriu" iKoineiifK when his majosly \v;»a not in 
a gooil linmor. Cnii;ty np|ii'oaclic(l tlie jjrcal mnn — he was « 
tall, stout iicaro, litiick as coal Inr— -widi iiinny Kym|ifoins of 
reverence nn<l atlKJimiioii atu) wjili no liltlo tubul^tioii 

" ^^'f> come, ^[1 it km^ " he ■• luf, kiiockiiif! Ins lund upon tlio 
mwl (ioor, m tokin of his omii liilkTica tn llio picitnce f "o 
iiiyKy it HiiiJi "jis liKi«ls,nmI hjiIi IneiKlly ollcuiifs Iho 
white men, \ ho aio eii'o^cil in tlu sla\o tuuli,, h tM lit ml of 
your mnjesfj, nixl (Iiiiieii to sec ion * 

"Yon arc wi-konie, and aKo \(ni fii tiiK Imi «li u's (lie 
i-nni and tobauo'" Ids niaptsly lejilit 1 siil i -.ki I i!> tjic mo 
brcaili, ns (htnji ho consukiDd Hii,ni ol much nmie imijou moo 
than (ornial (.omjdmunt'i 

Criii^ry liahfiiitd lo lake them fiom llio haiuN of the nnlisis, 
am! lay them af thi, font of the llnone, when hi'i m^l --U loi ot 
his ilijjnily, and ataiiin^ up fiom ilic |)h(foim m il In i it I lo 
bottle, which was hllcd «ith Mul'oul mm 

"ItLmi?" sold his iiiiijisli', sliikin iIil iKjnoi 

"l{um,yom IivIukm ' il|i1ip U iiil <, 

Tlic bhick Tiioii iieli i u ed the botlL to Ins hjis ihicM back liis 
head, and wo lonld liiai the li(|iini di nipLiiiu, iloun Ins fhioit 
at A rapid rate. 

" Ah," lie sighed, as ho romoveil the hotllo from his month, 
and carefdlly rc-eorkcd it, "it is good iiitii, ami I woIciulic my 
frieiids >\'ho brought it." 

The monarch then dcsecndcd from his (hrono, put the broached 
bottle under his arm, and waving all ceremony, approached us in 
llio most freo and easy manner, and shook haiuU. 

" Tell the old fool," cried iMurpliy, " lliat we have visited him 
for the purpose of seoin^r an elephant Iniiil." 

Criiijiy interpreted the captain's words, but I strongly Ktispecl 
that Itc leA otit all snpci'llaoitii eoinplijiicnl.s, 

"To-morrow forenoon," was tho king's answer, " my pcopio 
will hnnt the (ilepbant, as a large herd is within a few miles of 
the village. You shall be weieoiiio to see the sport, and sliall ho 
nasm'cd of my protection. T have said it," he continned, tnriiiifu' 
to his body-gunrd, and waving his hand with kingly dij'niiy ; and 
then ho took a fresh pull at the mm, and mbbcd liis ehcst with 
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Bftlisfuction nl llic wtiim ^iow ivliich pasKwl over his alxloincn in 
coiiseqiiciu'o. " Tlic Americmis ai'c it {^reist people," lie said. 
" Thoy innlio pooil nini." Atul as tlioiijjii to prove tlic nsscrlioii, 
lie took niiotlicr pull itt the bliick boltlc, niul gmiilcil hia siitiHfae- 
lion inoi'c freely. 

As lliere wns nolliing fiirflior for tis lo 8l(>p for, I proposed to 
Criiigy lliJit we should leave llic royn! presoiiee, anil tnkc a utroll 
tlirouKli llie villa';c. Our wiali was miulo known to ihc king, and 
lie grncioush ncfoidcd us liis permission ; but wliilc wo were re- 
ti'eaiing fioiu tUe hull of iccoptioii, lii.s noUo inajesly huiled us. 

"You can slop nt the palace wliilc here, anil I will liavo ft 
sheep kilkd foi jou to feed upon," he sniil ; and then we bowed 
our ncknowlidp'iiiciii'j, uul were conliiniing on our way towards 
the door, when his majcsly once more spoke, anil we were ohligeil 
to stop and listen " llic white men like women — Ihey cau 
ciieh have two wives while stopping in my town." 

Cringy (.comed to think lluit such n fuvor was worthy of an 
abject prostration, for il was seldom that the king opened his heart 
ill stich a striking manner. I would have dediiied llii! honor, but 
Cringy hurried nie along, and I had no opportunity to spciik. 

Cringy'n first visit was to the slave pun, an immense oiielosurc, 
the walls of which were built of heavy timber, and firteon Icet 
high, so that the captives could not escape dnring the night, al- 
though a guard was constantly on duly at ihc pen, \vilh orders to 
shoot down all refrnctory slaves, and even tlio.xe who were in the 
least inclined to stubbornness. ^Ve were readily ndmilted to tho 
cneloKUro, for the king's orders had preceded us ; and besides, 
Cringy was well known as a dealer in slaves, and one who had 
tho first choice, if extra lots were offered. Hero I saw for tho 
fir«it time the negroes destined lo bo tram-ported to Cuba, and I 
must confess that I was somewhat iistunished, for I expected nh- 
jcet despair, and an utter abandonnicni of all hope ; but there was 
some cheerfulness, and in a few eusea extreme indifVeronce. Tho 
men niid women were all together, :ind no attempt was made 
to KeiKiratc (hem. Some wore sirotehed upon their backs uiid 
busking in the hot sun, while others were sleeping under the roof 
which covered one (juarter of the enclosure, and kept oil' tho ruins 
and heavy dews. Some wore playing at games, uiid a number 
were scaled in ft circle relating stories, which were listened to 
wiih much eagerness and apparent ploasuro. 
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Ctipltiin lliirphy niul mypelf wcvo olycpfs of pnrdciiliir miriosily 
on tiic i>ai't of tlie Ciiplives;, fcir wo (voio llm firsl wliilc niou ihcy 
JinO <;vcr scuu. Miidi tliil tliey miirvel at tlio color of oiirskin, niid 
1 1 my wore coiistiuitly comparing tlicir lilaek nrmH wilU ours, niut 
a|ij)]ircnlly ullcniplitig lo explain tlic dilfcrcnco. Sonic even rubbed 
ut our bttiids for tlio purpose of seising if wc tmtt not sttiiucit onr 
nkins with coloring mutter, nml wlicn they foniid llml our dust) 
I'cnmiijud without change, they would utter cxclanmtions of hs- 
loiiislinicnl. Criiigy liii<l bought lUc lot ii week before wo urrivcd, 
amt ho hnd exprcsaly stipulated with King George (hut Iho Uiltor 
shonld feed llieni and retain possession until Ihcy wcro tvanlcil 
lit the Gabnu. 

Vi'a iet^ tho slave pen highly satisfied with the cargo whieli wo 
were lo ship, and then strollei) through the village, and examined 
cverylhiug that attracted our uilcntion. The natives were quiet 
and civil, and followed ns from jilace lo plaeo as ohjccls of great 
curiosity, and wo could not got rid of our admirers unlil ono 
of (he ainanons overlook ns, and informod us that diuiior was 
really at the palace. The instant the natives «aw that wo wero 
wider tho charge of a body-guard, ihey dropped us and dodged 
into their huts, while wo kept on our »-ay and reached Iho palace, 
where wc found Ihe king gloriously ilrnuk, and reckless of his 
dignity ; for he had stripped oil' his uniform, and was rolling about 
the floor with uolhhig on but a piece of cotton, and that was rather 
Beauty and otit of proporlioii to his nakedness, lie was in what 
they called ft dangerous stale, and was jtist as likely lo order Jus 
best fricud's head ofl' as to take another drink of old McdI'ord. 

It was hutici'ous to sec Criugy work (o eoneilialo the black king, 
and not cross hint so as to exposo his precious life. Tho raseal 
knew that eaeh was nceessary for Ihc piOJ-pcvJty of the other, 
sol did HOt anticipato any violence, evcu if ohl Medford was 
in Iho ascendant. While coinpli incuts were raging, a fellow 
'whom 1VC look to bu prime nitnistcr motioned tis to IViltow him 
to another looni, and wc lefl his majesty somewhat ahriiplty. 
Tho apartment wo were ushered into containeil a few rough seals, 
a huge pot, tended by a naked female dripping with perspiralion, 
and half a dozen slaves whose dtily it was to wait upon us and 
Bce Ihal our wants wero supplied, for it was intimated ituit half a 
sheep had been boiled for our especial gratifieatiou, aiid that wq 
were expected lo do jtisliee to the meiil. The remains of tho 
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sliec|> wpm pti-kwl from iho pol nnd spread U[»oii hiipo loiives on 
llio iiiH-r, tuul ilmii wu wore fnoiuiiit;c.l lo iiill lo iiiiil do our lio-f. 
As (he food did not look very (ippeiiiiiiij,', J toiiidiidud to iniiko my 
dinner upon bnimiias, krge iiuiiibcrs of wliieli wore pik'd up iis 
one corner, and I intimated ns miieti ; but to my surprise I was 
refMsed, «'itli many ex[irussiotis of disgust, wlitcli I was at a loas 
to account for, unlit Cringy fold mo tlint the bananas wliieli I s;uv 
had been poisoned for the purpose of stupefying tlie olephinila 
ivhich wo wcro to himl the nest day. 

As soon ns the meal was cleared away, a tot of frnil, to my 
great joy, was brouglit on, iiml lo that I did ample juaiiec, and 
Butisficd my appetite. Oar dessert consisted of a bolltc of chiret, 
and when we had fniisbcd, it was intimalcil that the king's ama- 
KOiia were abont to Ro ihrongli with Iticir ovcning drill, and Ihal 
we eonld witness it if so disposed. 

1-igbiiiig our eigars wo visited the parade gromid, enclosed by 
the palace walls, and saw (ho famous soUlicr.s, which were such a 
terror to llic nndiseiplined tribes, drawn np in line, and tlie king, 
glill i-otaiiiing his bottle, reviewing them. Their evolutions wi^ro 
not mavkcd with great precision, but Cringy was in laptures, ami 
boldly proclaimed, in the hearing of tlie king, (hat the world did 
not con(ain anything half so magnificent —u remark that was 
calculated (o please bis majesty, if he was sohov enongli (o ap- 
pvecialo it, of which I had some doubt. 'I'ho niiliinry Hpeelaelo 
did not last over half an horn', when the line was dismissed, ami 
tlio king staggered hack to his palace, and wc spent the rest of 
tho day until evening in wandering about the town. At sun- 
down, desirous of escaping the heavy dew?, which are prodnetivo 
of lever, we returneil to our quarters, and were shown separate 
rooms (o lodge in ; and to my surprise I found that the king had 
kept Ills word in regard (o the appointment of wives Ibv (ho time 
being, for I saw that Iho lady whom I was favoi-cd with hati 
taken pDssossion, and was apparently as contented as though she 
liad a legal right there. In I'act she was spreading blaukols in 
one corner of the raom, and seemed disposed 10 make everything 
comfortable for the night. 

" Criugv," 1 sai<l, " what shall I do?" 

" Do?" repealed the negro, in astoaishmont ; " why, do ail the 
Banie as Captain JInrphy. Ho no make a fuss." 

TJicro was truth ill that rcmarli, for ihc capfain had closed hia 
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ftpology for a door, niid not the firsl word of eoniplttint was liciii'i! 
ii-siiitig fvojii his iltin. 

" y'pose you no honor do king's present, king lie berry mad, 
and diiik tlo woin;»ii no suit you. IIo kill wommi in de morning." 

To siivo lier lite, I eonipcUed lier to ocenpy oiio side of llio 
room, wliilol look llio oilier. 

IJc.foro dfiyliglit 1 was iiwitkcd l>y Oio nolo of prcparntion in llie 
CDurt-ynrd, tuid in a sliorl lime old Cringy m.ide Ms !ij)|ie;iraiii:c in 
my room. ■ 

" Come," siiid he, " do pooplo all get ready to litmt do olc- 
]liiuit, nnd bi'c»a dc Lord, do king is sober and goo d-nu lured as 

1 lost no time in gelling rcitdy ; and when iMtir|diy nnd inytsclf 
entered (he yard daylight iippuiired, and revoulml tlic strange- 
looking group who were to guide and protect us during Iho day. 
Not one of Ihe bhifk fellows tind so much clolhing upon his per- 
son as a bullet duucer, and, to add lo llicir hideonsness, tiicir 
bodies were gi'cuKcd with palm oil from their heads lo their fiict. 
Tliey were nrmcd *villi long spears, and about a do/oii of tho 
famous body-guard curried muskets. 

Wo slariod ftfter a slight repast of boiled miUlon, and our 
course was over a triiol of hmd that wns as beuuiil'ul and rich as 
any tliat I over saw. 

An hour'^ niinch biviuglit ns to the hut of tho naliit. who onncd 
Iho banana patch wliero the cluphanlH had commitlcd llu.ii dcpie- 
daliuns. Theduik-eomplexioned gentleman isai nntoiemoniously 
compelled lo leave his quarters for the king and Iriond*, and 
wc look possession, without reproaching our coiisuuiccs loi so 

As soon as ivc were refi'cshed, runners were deipatclitd to find 
Ihe elephants, and in half an hour ihoy ixlnrncd with iIk. nihil jna 
tion that Ihe herd were quietly feodhig hnlf a mile fiom tin, hut, 
and were quite docile. This iiilciligcncc iubptitd the king lo 
cnmmenco operations immediately, and wo slaitul mthoutdolaj 
J observed our old Irieiid Cringy did not iiiatiifi.sl that alac- 
rity in selling out (hat I expeeied, and when I rtpioachcd linn 
with his iiikewarmnesa, he pleaded Hint ho wa" old and could not 
run fa^t; which 1 thought a good excuse, and would lia\f Lft 
him beliiud, hut his tormuiilor, the king, would no! 1]-,1lii to vho 
proposition for a moment: and wilh inunymclul iojks, Ciui^lo 
wna conipelled to lead the procession. 
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AVc inarched until we liciii'd the loud " triimiia " of tlio clc« 
]iiinniH, iiud llmii lialtcd, wliilii iho luUives com me need collccling 
boughs wliioli rosuiubled gritjio vines iu iheir si/.e and loiigluioss. 
Tliey weru tbiiiii! upon a [wuninir spucies of free in pmfusion, mid 
as fast as lliey wore brimglil in, Ihcy wore kiioffud togulhcr, iiiid 
coiled in a cirelo like the hiycr^ of ft ntpc upon ii ship's duck. I 
coiiid not uiidci'stHnd ihe lueaiuiij; of such prupiitation, and was 
comiielted to vcsoi-t to Crin.L^y. lie enii^htciied mc. 

" Deni de elepliatHs no like," lie said. " ]~)cy shun 't:m, and no 
bi-Ciik through 'cm if ihey tan help it. Wo draw a lino round do 
elephants, nil bnt one place, and all shont lond. Do elephants 
dey see do vines, and no caro about loiiehiii'j'ein. Dey find do 
place where uo vines, and dey go. Oat lend 'cm in whitr dey cat 
do pitioncd banamis, and den niggers kill 'oni wid do spcai'." 

I could hardly believe (hat such a course was possible, but the 
more I watched the condncl of the ualives, tlie more convinced 
did I kecoino (hat such was the plan lor capture. I also noticed 
that the trees in the vicinity of the vines were left endrcly nniiio- 
lestcd, whereas hundreds were broken down whei-o the vines did 
not grow. 1 became more interested, ami watclicil the natives 
cltisely. When a siilliciaiit number of vines were collected (o 
form a rope at. least a mile aiul a half in length, one iiativo 
seined an end and started to^^■a^ds the brutes, which were gran- 
ing anil "trumping" in fancied scourily. As soon as the nafivo 
who led Iho way iiad got about twenty fathoms from the main 
coil, anoiher native took hold ; and so they continued to do nulil 
one half of the rope was out, when a second party commenced 
with the oilier end, and started off in a ilifforent dii.^etion. 

Tired of remaining inactive, i\Iurphy desired iv get a nearer 
view of the elephants, and rc(piesicd my company. We readily 
oblniiied permission of the king to do as we pleased ; and as each 
ofns was ai-incd with ii riHc and revolver, I did not tliink (liero 
was mwcli danger. Wc stole forward, guided by the loud trumps 
of the mighty beasts, and after five minutes' navigation through 
thickets and forests of trees, got sight of (ho animals; and the 
view amply repaid us for our troid>lo, for wc saw twenty ele- 
phants browsing upon the branches of trees, which (hey bent to 
the earth with their trunks, and held until tho (ender shoots and 
buds were nibbled off. Tliey were of all ai/cs, from the full- 
grown elephant with (nslies five feet bug, to (lie yearling just 
cutting its teeth. 
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fired. The hall took clfeot in (lie side of the auimal, where it had 
no more cffeet lliuii (o render the old fellow furious with pahi ; 
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secreted. I sprang lo my fool, and slionlcd to the eiipHiin, 
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" Darn it, man," puffed iho caplaia, making almost as mneli 
noise as (be elephant, " can't yon render a little assislauce lo a 
friend ill distress?" 

" linn, captain ; 'tis your only chance," I replied, still making 
rajiid tracks for the nearest eleuring, 

" It's all very well lo say rim n-hon a man don't carry a pound 
of flesh upon his bones ; hnt I can'l, and blow mo if I will ; Hint's 
flat. Hero's for a standing fight, for I can't run any farther." 

I slopped for a njomcnt, and saw, to my hori'or, that the captain, 
completely blown by (he amount of sail which ho had carried, was 
incapable of proceeding farther, and was making desperate a^ 
tempts to etimh a tree. 
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Wlioii I turncil, il wns with flio mosl eonruloiit expect fit ion tlint 
fill! ciipliiiii would bo lmiii|)lo<l to (Jonlh in a mirinlc'a time; but 
Ibe ol<l Kiilt liait no Hudi Hiilicipjilioiis, for when ibc eloiihiint f;ot 
wilhin boiwciing distance, llie capliiin kept tUe tccc between liiiii- 
Beli'Hiiil Ills enemy, ami every movement was watebeil with keen 
eyes. 'I'bo c!c|ibnnt ybnrgcd arouiiJ ttie li'ee, bnt ilio Cfi|ilniii 
inumi^cd to kci'i) just such a (Hstiuiec from him, ami hIko iivoiilwl 
the heavy blows from his tmnk, whicli siniek Ibc Irco every few 
minutes in a manner Ibut gave fearful Jiuliealions of the brute's 
streiiglh. 

1 altcmjiled for poiiie time to ^et a shot at ibc cleplmnt, but the 
ro;;uo iliil not raise \m trunii sulliciciuly high, and I hml been 
toid (bat a ball, to bnve elfeet, must strike between the sboublers, 
jnst below liie bend ; and while I was seeking for a chance lo 
fire, the captain i-oiircd out rtl my deliiy, 

" Hang it, 5tv. Kobcrt, are yon going to let this brute eat mo 
fliive, or grind my bones to a jelly as thick as lobseouso. Fire, 
ill Ibe devil's name, for Ibe fellow's trunk is flying iirouud my 
head like a boatswain's eat after rt liberty day on shore. " 

Thus appealed lo, I moved a few feet nearer Ihc principal 
actors ; and as I did so, the elephimt caught a glimpse of mo, 
apparently for the first lime. Wiih a shrill Irump of rage lie 
clmrged towards me, his trunk well up as iboiigli lo eruKli meat 
n blow. I calmly awailed his oii^ei, atid when ho was wiibiii 
two fiilbonis, raised my rifle and fired. The next instaul I 
had di-opi)ed my weapon and sprang behind a tree of liirge size, 
from which place I ventured to survey ihc liebl. 'Die eloj)hai)t 
liiid charged |)ast Ihc spot where I stood, like a whirlwind, pros- 
Iriifing half a doKcn young trees in his course, and levelling every 
bush that stood in his way. 

I hoped that the old i-oguc would keep ou and leave me, but he 
was not disposed to do any .such thing, )Ic soon funnd that ho 
had missed his mark, and with anolhcr trump that was not Ciil- 
ciihitcd to allay alarm, he lacked ship and sleored direct for fho 
tree whoso proleoliou I had sought. I looked around for the 
caplaiu, but be had vacated the place ho occupied wilh so much 
hunur to himself nii<l confusion lo the elephant, and supjKised 
that he had made the best of his way towards Iho unlives ; but I 
was dit'appuinlcd, Vi)r 1 hoard liini bail, and hi^ voice proceeded 
from the t^.p of a tall tree where he had sought rcfugo. 
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"Mr. Eobcrl," he said, "why in llio clovirs name don't you 
run boforo the wiiul like me? " 

" because I'm hlofkiuied," I anKwei'cil, ralhcr snapitishly. 

" liim Iho blockade, ihcn," he sboiifcd ; but I did not tliink 
]ii.s advice of iiiueli account, when my enemy ivas capable of tak- 
ing two steps to my one. 

While I wns ibiiK having a liltlo free convorstttion with my 
fricud tlio copiain, tbecle|ihanl had slopped, eoiifuscd bylhc sound 
of voices, and eonicwbnt nuccrlaiu ivhich way to jiroccod. I 
look good care not to expose myself to bis view, for I hoped that 
lie would rejoin the hci-tt and leave us in peace ; hut I n-iis disap- 
pointed, for the old rognc snuffed the air like a ivar-liorne, 
discovered my position, and on ho came wilh a succession of 
trumps which sounded like a six-pouud gun battery. 

1 had uoCliing but my revolver to depend upon, for I bad fli/owH 
my rifle away in my (light. I recollect of lieariiig the captain 
slwut, " Uuii, Ml'. Itobert, run ! " as the elephant came on ; but I 
WHS not in a position to take his advice. I waited imfil (he old 
rogue was within a fathom of mo, and then took aim and poured 
in two shots as (piick as possible, and ran to the next tree, the 
luptain shouting in true nautical style, "Steady as you go," 
ivlicji ho saw mo depend upon my legs for safety. 

When I gained tlic tree that I started for, I turned and looked 
buck, and was astonished to find that my enemy bad got some- 
what confused by the last two shots, antl iinagined that Murphy 
was the one lo blame for his suffering; and to my great joy the 
hi'ute was at the fool of the tree, and looking up to (he branches, 
as ibougb desiring a little private conversation witli the persou 
who was roosting there. As Muvpby decliucd lo come down 
\-ohnitarily, iho elephant sought to shako him down, and every 
lime the brulc rubbed its side against the tree, it trembled as 
though laboring in a gale of wind. 

While this was going on, I again obtained possession of my 
ride, and loadeil it \viili a double charge of powder and thrco 
slugs. Then creeping midcr the shade of some bushes, i oblained 
a good position, and p\it the riHe within ten feet of the elephant's 
Diroat. The insfant the rogue saw mo 1 ftred, and the lead wont 
bome ; for with a stagger and a grnnl, ihe huge monster sank 
ujwn bis knees, made an effort to rise, was unsuccessful, and then 
rolled over ou his side and breathed his hist. 
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The captain aooii ceacliC!! (erra finna, iiwl was warm in liis 
congi-af (lift lions. Wliilo wo wci-c carefully cxiimiiiiii!; llie cai- 
oiifis, half ft (lo/on iiativos urrivcd to discover wiial wo wui'o 
doing, iliO kiog having hoanl tlio firing, anil fiicHii^ somewli.it un- 
easy nt o\ir absence. Wo eouW not comprelicin! llieir wortls, but 
ihi^ir geslui-cs sliowcd iho most extraovJinary ftsloiiislniient at tlio 
ilealh of the elepliatit. Tlicy wcro not aceiistoiiieil to kill them 
in ft bold, fair mamiur; and Ihcy would not believe bill that wo 
had poisoned Ihem with twnaiias, or with some powerful drng. 
When tlicy shook liicir heads Murphy swore that lie would tbrasli 
Ihcm if Iboy venlnred to doubt Hgain ; and it is probable (hat ihey 
midcrslood the hint, for if (hey did vcniurc to do such a thing 
tliey did not manifest it by words or signs. 

Tho natives eonsidcvcd the matter of so much imporlanec that 
one of tliem slarted oft' to find the king and bring him to the spot, 
and when his majesty arrived lie too was asioiiished, but it was 
of the selfish kind. Ifo spoke (o Cringy, and ihc latter interpreted 
as usual. 

•' Do king says dat yon have done well," said Cringy, " and 
datyou deserve a reward for killing dc elephant, lie let you 
hab one of dc lushes, and he keep t udder, Dat berry kind of liim." 

The proposition was one that I could not reject, inueh as I 
sliouUl have cared to, for I wanted to rciain ilio tusks us ti-ophie.t. 

As Ihc king hud waited some time for us, ho now gave orders 
that the herd should bo driven towai-ds the pen, wliicti was built 
just at Iho edge of tlio woods, and which had been nscd several 
times before for caplnriiig the hrulc.i. As soon as this order was 
passed, tlic vines which I have before nlluded to were fastened 
to Iho trees, cleai-ing Iho ground nhont four feel. Then Ihc 
Africans armed themselves with conclis and noisy rccds, and 
commenced the most fearful din that morlal ever listened to. Tho 
cifeet was inslanlancous. The elephants, wtiieh wore seattored in 
various parts of the wood, set up a loud (rump, and sought to es- 
cape from aueb unpleasant companions. They eamo tearing lo- 
wnrds UB at a tremendous rate ; bnt npon reaching tlio vinos ihuy 
bailed suddenly, snullcd tho oilbnsivo matter with a snort of deep 
disgust, ami then turned tail without seeking to break tlirongli, 
wliich (hey eonld have done without the least clFori on ilieir pari. 

" Come," ci-icd Cringy, " wo go get np tree dat overlojk du 
pen, and see 'era go in. No uno siayiog hero." 
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Ijcaviiig the blnck inotmrdi to continue IiIm dircclions, we rmi 
qiik-kly lo Ihc spot iiuliciitcd, ami ninttnled a trco that seemed lo 
hiivu been used frcqiuuilly for the |>m'poso ol' overlooking iho pen. 
Hardly had we seemed ;i (^onifoilablc scat, when the whole herd 
of elephants came tcarnig towards Iho trap, their Irniiks wall up, 
niul ofToring the prettiest shot for a marksMinii that T over saw. 
The herd caught a glimpse of Ihc opening, and saw ihat it was 
not guarded by the obnoxious vines. Then they chnrgcd towstds 
Iho pen, and a slrugglo ensued as to ivliicli shonld first enter. 

A loud shout was heard in the woods, and a fresh blast of llio 
reeds and blowing of the conchs. The elcphania niado a desperuto 
Blnigglo, and the foremost ones entered the ouclosni-e, thus clear- 
ing llio way for ihc olhers ; and in a few seconds Ihc wliolo lici^l 
were safe within ihc pen, and their escape impossible. The 
natives ihcn caino from tho woods, and piled up trees and 
brandies in the opening, and ihcir victory was complete. 

I'revious to tlic enlrancc of llic brntcs, the natives liad scallo'cd 
their pnisnncd bananas on the enclosure, and as soon as tho ani- 
mals found that llicir retreat was cut off, llicy commenced feeding 
upon them ; hut hulf an hour elapsed before the effect of tho 
poison was perceptible. Then Ihcy staggered and reeled tiko 
drunken men, and the massacre commenced. Tho Africans 
climbed tho trees which surrounded the peii, and siiowercd down 
spear a^fter spear, with wonderful precision, upon Ihc defenceless 
brutes 5 and as every spear penclralcd the body of the monsters 
and remained slicking in the liesh, they soon resembled giganlic 
pia-ousbions. Idood (lowed in torrents ; hut Ihis unly ineroasei! 
Ihe ferocity of Iho Africans, and llicy shouted iu triumph every 
lime tliat a spear penetrated farther than usual. 

One by one Ih* ] oor brutes sank down cthnuscd, ami died wilh 
hardly s lo I t e e nf e leatl tl e natives were ;iot 

lonip t ll le ok o ellol I spears mitil tlicy 

wore o c 1 o c c 1 1 j fa „ e a 1 co | ell 1 lo desist. Then tho 
enir co o tl o } c s dear 1 of ol c ons, and Ihc Afri- 

cans sled lo lc|ol llo le I clc| s of tlieir ttisks, for 
wliid II t! s si „ e lal lake i c Disgusted wilh Iho 
Afri cSolofl g I Icf ho ree nd was met by tho 

king I o I Clio o I ke I ll j o I but what answer 
Crii ^j I r 11 ) ^'> cj ly was not compli- 

nieniiiry, and I think that Murphy swovo a little at what ha 
called black cruelty. 
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If.KT AN OI,l> ACQUAIKTA 


YAKS. 


— A ■j-Kiiiufij.K j'Rorosri 



AN KSCAl'K. 

WjiBiJ WO renclicJ llie town lUo king took an nficctioimtc Ica^B 
of tis, as wo pci'siKtcit ill our licicriitinHlion to rotiii'ii to the Co- 
quclto lliat night, llo ]>romise<i, if we would visit him tigiiin, 
to iiinke an excursion and foi'ity to soiiio of tho noigli boring ti-ihca, 
nud show us how liis Ama/oiis eoiikl flghl, during a bultio, and 
we expressed duo gi'titimdc fov llie invilfttion, iind a hope tlmt wo 
should live long enough to sec his body-gitard under lire. 

Our return to Ihc Gabiiii wns rapid, nnd we got sight of tho 
Coqiictlo before sinidown. To our great siii-prisc and joy, wc Siiw 
that the Serpent batl left her iiuehorago, nnd our hope was, that 
she had left, the coast. Jicforo wc gained tho side of tho Ccxineile, 
wo saw lliicx, ami Murphy hailed liim, 

" Wlici'c is that hhiody ohl Englishman?" lie asked. 

" Gone," replied tho I'orlugucse, waving Iiih hat wiih joy. 

" And I hab but fuc dollar in pilotage fees," muilcrcd Cringy, 
with rueful looks. 

" Ciiccv up, ohl feller," replied Murphy. " Wo have now a 
clear field, and if you pnt three tuuidred lively niggers on board 
of the Coquette to-inorrow, five dollars shan't inaUo you niiscr- 
ftble." 

This appeared to satisfy old Cringy, and the next instant wo 
wci-c alongside, and learned from Hue/ that the niglit before, 
the Serpent had got imdcrweigh unexpectedly, and stood out to 
sea. The supercargo had improved tho opportunity, and gol Iho 
guns up, and had already laid the slave dock, and wo wore then 
ready to rceoivo our cargo as quick as it arrived. 

Instantly Cringy was all animalion. lie went on shore and 
despatched twenty of tho largest canoes up the river for the slaves 
at King George's Town, nnd promised that ihoy should be on 
board by noou the next day; and he was np lo his word, for by 
eleven o'clock the fleet of canoes hove in sight, with just tho 
number we wanted for a c<irgo. Tho negroes wove received 
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on tha s("tior>nei-'s deck in gangs of ten, nn<l llicii tran'-fcn-ed 
lo tlm iii.lil, uliorc they wvfo j.lui'i'J in sitliii;,' |.o.-<ilioiis, 
ranged in long lines, ami shackled lo iron voilx wliich were 
lirndy scciirctt to the sehooner's licams. In tliiM mantier not 
nil inch of spavc room was waMed, hiit llie iiiicoinforfiiblo 
and confined |)osition of the slaves can bo imngined. Ity six 
o'clock ail tho nog iocs were on Imnrd ; Iho grated tiuti-lics, by 
which Iho slaves rucoivcc) light and air, ivore (in and sceiii'cd, and 
tho Coqiiotio was ready for hCB il 1 s ess 10 j 1 ad 
been settled dnniig Ihc iiftc oo 1 j o si, le lo ip- 

ply us with another cargo s x o ll a I e c at ll o „ lar 
vatcs. As soon, Ihei-efore, as el 1 ca »i -i \\ tl o o Icr 
was passed lo " u]> iinchor, 1 I a 1 1 1 I t b cc c wo 

crossed Iho bar and sliajied o r co fo C 1 a 

Wino was brought (o Iho q avle Ic k a 1 M j I y a ] 11 ica 
draiik success to the voyage. IS ! Ic Is tl y v s „o ^ on, 
one of the men slartled us by tl o c y ol — 

"Sail, ho!" 

Murphy dashed tho glass, which ho was about i-aisiiig fo his 
lips, overboard, uiid sprang to iho spot (vlmro Iho alarm was 
given. 

" Whoro away?" ho asked, eagerly. 

"Oft' our starboard quarter, sir ; Justin (he wake of the moon," 
replied iho man, pointing wilh his flngcra in tho direction in- 
dicated. 

Tho captain levelled his spy-glass, and looked long and anxious- 
\y at the stranger, and without speaking a word, handc<l nic Iiia 
glass. No sooner hail I glanced through it, than I recogni/ed Iho 
low, heavy hull of llio Sorpcnf , 

" Well," asked tho captain, aa I drew a long breath, " what 
do you think of her ? " 

" It is tho Serpent," I answered, aa calmly as I coukl. 

" I know it. 'i'lirow ihc log, and see how fast we are moving." 

I threw the log, anil found tl>at wo wore making niuo knots, 
largo. 

" We merely hold our own on this point of sailing," Murphy 
mutlei'cd, with another glance at the JCiiglishniiin, " Were wa 
on tho wind we should leave him, I think." 

" Tho Sei'pont is reported to bo tho smartest sloop of war in 
the English navy," I said. 
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" I know it, and slie will have to sliow hirr lieels innst eiilinUinl- 
]y lo ovcilintil ti». Slic is now about tivc miles ustui'ii,'aiiil if ii 
was nol for this cursed moon wc coiikl f;ivo her tlio sliji witlioiit 
trouble. Tlinnk forlimc, ho ciui't use liis bow ctiascrs nt this 
distfiiice, and if ttio worse comes to Ihe worse, wc can give shot 
for sliot. I onco cscniicd by means of ft long Tom," Mm-pliy 
eaid, after a few minutes' silence. " I was wittiin two diiys' sail 
of the coast of Cuba, witli five hnndred Idackbirds nii boiird, 
wlieu an in(|uisitivc ICnglislimiin gave clmpc. lie fired two or 
three siiols, and I ran up Yankee coloi's, but it made no dilfer- 
cncQ. IIo was bound to board us, and as bis ship sailed faster 
than my brig, llicve was a smart chance that ho would sncceed. 
His bow cliasors were making a little extra li'ork for Iho caijicnler 
by splintering our spars, and as a Inst reaoi'l, I determined to 
rcliirn shot for shot. I got Iho midship gun ready, and pointed 
it with my own hands. The first shot carried away the Knglisb- 
maii's fore-top ma si, close by (ho cap. That riled him anianiug- 
ly, nwcl ho liammeiod at me in donbic quick time, cntling holes in 
my sails and bringing some of tiicm down by the run. Sly 
fourth shot look his main-topmast, and with it all the top-hamper, 
simlding-sails, ami royal, and top-gallant sails, and over the side 
they went, with a doncn or twenty topmen, who were ^vetting Iho 
sails to make then) hold wind. It was a saucy trick, but it suc- 
ceeded," 

" And you escaped?" I asked. 

"Certainly-— but it cost mo the brig, for the cuss repaired 
damages, and followed close on lo my heels to the south side of 
Cuba ; and by Ihe lime I had landed tny iiiggora, he was off tho 
port ns good as new, and till was ready lo send Ida boals in to cut 
jno out. litit I foiled him there, for I set fire to tlio brig and 
burned her to the water's edge." 

"Tlio profits of that voyage must have been small," I re- 
marked. 

" We cleared over one huiulred (honsand dollars, and then had 
enough left lo build this schooner and fit licr out. Hut while we 
are talking llie yerpciit is gaining on us, or else I am deceived 
very mncb." 

The t-aptain spoke truly. The Serpen! was one complete mass 
of canvas, and looked, in the clear ■ mooutight, like an iceberg 
drifting lowaMs tropical climes. The schooucr was carrying all 
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soil that slic was designed lo curry bcfoi'C llic whiil, 
propoi'lioit lo llie ship, nml wo were iioiv driven lo 



pcdicHcy of iiiveutiiig mcihorls of urging ihc Co(|iicUo tliroii^'h tho 
wntcr ftt II fnslcr I'ato. Wo look a fly iitg-jib -boom, run n ropo 
tlirongh tho ^liivo bole, nnil tabbed il lo our miiin boom, ro 
as lo project (ihoiit iwcnly feet beyond Ibo achooiier's tafl'rnil. 
TlioD wo rovo balyjirds and bent on a spaio jib, nni! lioisldd 
it (o tho galT, trimmed all our slicct, niul liad a new Eiiil 
that pulled like a pony tcaiti. The Coquette felt the in- 
fluence, and for a ^liert time I ibongjit thfit wc lield our uti'u 
wilh tlio ship ; but llie hope was delusive, and oilier resoi-fa were 
ht of a I 1 t 1 "W ■ 1 ) ■ at t! til 
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The captain's Chrisliauily vanished willi an onl!i. 

"There is not a bi'ealh of wind," nuiitcred Mnrphy, " and 1 
am fciii'ftil lliat we slian'l have any to-night. If ibo sloop Bliould 
take ft fancy lo get her boats ont wc might have a little brush." 

"He has got his boats oiil, I believe," 1 (?aid, after a brief 
Ecruliny ihi-ongh ibo glass while the captain was liijkiiig, 

Hurphy snalehed the glass fixiiit my hand, and looked loug and 
earnestly. 

" Hy the piper (hat played before JIoscs, they are coming 
towards us, and inieiul lo carry iho Coquello hy boarding. Call 
tho hands up and load the gnus, and see thai Long Tom has b 
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double ciiaigo. But never tnind ; I will loud llinl gun niysotf, nrn] 
try the cfTect of a long bIioI." 

The boats from the sloop of war, fonr in nninbei', began to 
spread out as iboy mlvmiccil towards us. in ibe sbape of a fan, 
for tlio iHirpose of disiraciing our fire, if we wero disposed to 
resist. 

" Wbcre is Kiic;!? " asked Murpliy, after llie guns were loaded. 

" lie is still in llio cabin, swigging M the wine," I replied, 

" [Ic is (I shrewd maiDigGi', bnt not figblci', as you shiill sec be- 
tore wo get out nf this brush." 

Hut wliilc Murphy was lulUing, to my surprise, Knen left his 
bolllc, staggered nn deck, and approaching ibo captain, spoke 
in the Portuguese langnage, wliich fovlunulely I itiiilerstood. 

" We shall bo tnkcii," Uuc/. said, " and coiKloiniiud, unless wo 
<lo the old trick. Time enough — if you say so." 

" There is not lime enough," replied Murphy, sternly. " Kvca 
if there was, 1 will not sacrifice the niggers in that nianuer. 

The I'orlugueso staggered back to the cabin, hihI I saw no 
moi-e of him until morning, 

"Do you know what ho wanted mo to do?" Inquired Murphy, 
turning to where I stood. 

" No." 

" lie watitcd to destroy nil ovidonce of our being a slaver," iho 
captain said, sinking bis voice to a whisper. 

" l''or Heaven's sake, lu what manner?" 1 asked. 

" There is but one way," the captain replied, pointing to tho 
water, with a gi'im smile. 

" Drown tlicm ! " I exclaimed, horrified at the idea. 

Tho captain nodded. 

*' IJnt yoM would not commit such a wicked and cruel act ? " I 
askod. 

" No, I will sooner run tho risk of capture, and trial. I onco 
saw it resorted to, and it was successful in saving the sehnoner ; 
but it was at the expenao of three hundred niggers, every one 
of whom was thrown overboard with t«u pound of shot at bis 
feel. It was blowing fresh at (he time, and no sooner did iho 
■wretches touch the water than tliey went under. Tlie slave deck 
followed, and when we were overhauli'd and compelled lo run 
under tho gnus of a sloop of war, there was nothing on board 
that could condemn us." 
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AVliilc (lie cnptaiii was refuting liio itbovo incident of slavor Hfc, 
tho btmla tVom (lie siiip wci'c slowly ai>i)i'oiitliiiig us. Tho wc^v 
tliiiikiiig tlmt Miirjifiy wns iuciiiietl to siitrciulei- without striking 
n blow, begnti to gi'iiiublo. 

" The old iiuiii has lost his spiiuk ; Iio isn't tho skipper thitt ho 
was live yciira since, when I first knew iiiin. Tlicro wiis n time 
when (]iQ bonis of a bloody ]'in«lis)iniHn would not liiivo dared lo 
approach iis like ihcso," ainl ollior words of like eftbot. 

Mtu'pliy hcarO tlicm, as it wos intended that Lo should, and his 
eyes lighied up like Ihoso of a tiger, when it hears tho step of a 
hiiiiier. 

" They think lliiit I won't fight," he SEiid, ii» a whisper, " but I 
will soon jjivc them a lesson. Tbo boats are now within Imif a 
mile of US, mid Cfin he reached by our guns. 1 was in hopes lo 
prevent Iho flow of blood, for 1 sec a wind bank risin<; in (ho 
westward, and if we could get a few puffs we should soon be be- 
yond tho reach of tlio boats and their ci'ows." 

lie tiirncl tf liis moii and with a word stopped iheir "rowliii" 
I k d 
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knol3 |)cr hour, and tlint tlio wind was coiiataiilly iiicron^iing, al- 
tliougli tho only place that it came IVoni was a largu wliitu ciciud, 
wlitcli hail been i-ol!ing ovci- in Iho tlirecliou of llie laud, and 
which scunied to increase in vohnno as it njipvuitcliud lin, 

" In witli the sqimic sails and all tho liglit kites," the captain 
said, as soon as tho guns wcro secured. " Work lively, men, for 
there is no time to lose. Clew down und clew up." 

Murphy cast anxious and hurried glances to tho windward, as 
tltough speeiilatiug rcgnrding the weather. 

" Wo shall catch it in a few minutes," ho said ; " and when it 
does arrive it will conic biilt end forcniosi, like ii nigger in a fight. 
Sea everything reiuiy for letting go with a run, for a monicnl'a 
delay may ruin ns." 

" Ai-c you afraid of that while cloud ? " I asked. 

" Yes ; and lot nio lell you that thoro is more danger in ihosB 
white clouds than if they were blacker than old Oringy's hide j 
and if John ISuH is not careful, he will give his cui'pcnlers work 
by morning. Ah, he has hoisted his boats up, ntid is after tts like 
a land sliark trying to coilcctabad debt. Tho fool has got every- 
thing spread like a first class ball-room belle." 

IIo had hardly finished speaking when weiconid .sec the squall 
coming, raising a line of white foam as it advanced, that glistened 
in tho moonlight like piles of silver. 

" Let go everything by the run, down with tho foresail and 
mainsail, and sccin'o Ihom with slops. '\Vork livoly, men, for 

The sails came Hultering to the deck, when they were secnred 
by gaskets; but, before the men had completed their work, the 
squall slniuk ns upon our beam, and nearly buried us hcncalh tho 
water and tbnm that flew over the deck. 

" Hard up !" yelled Murphy; and after a struggle flic helm 
was obeyed, and tho Coquette dew before the wind like a bird on 
tho wing. 

For a few niiunles wc could only bold on to Iho rigging, and 
BRVO ourselves from being washed overboard by the waves, which 
Wei's lifted by the gate and dashed upon the deek, frightening the 
negroes who were confined in the hold, and causing them to utter 
the most IVnnlic yells. But as tho Coqnoito got befoi-o the wind 
and niiiidcd her helm, wo began to look around to sco how much 
damage wo had sustained. Luckily for us, the squall had struck 
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tis uikJci' liai'c poles. We found llmt wo had sustained but litlio 
dtimagc, boKidcs Iho loss of a toii'gallitiit mast, winch wo could 
I'cpiiii' in an liour'.s tiiiici fttid aftor wo hnd snlisficd ourselves 
ou tliiit iioiiil, wo turned to liavo a look lit the Sorpciit, wliidi 
wo liad Inst seen wilh all sail sot closo upon otir liccls. Hy our 
eouvso wo foiuul Hint wo were close on licr ; but sho was no 
loiigov to be feared aa far as pursuit was coucovnod, for all 
thi'co topnuisia were gono close lo tlio caps, and wero in tt con- 
fused mass alongside. Wo could see the oflicois of the ship oil 
tlie quartei'-dcck lookiu;; at us, but even had they been so iiiolincd, 
they could not have fired a shot, owing to the elevation of iheir 
Ivcathcr ffinn. 

In an houi-'s lime the Serpent wa? out of si;;ht ; and llion, as 
the wind moderated a litlio, wo altcrojl our course, and mado 
sail for Iho port of onr desliniition. We secnred the guns for tho 
night, tried the pumps, and wero rejoiced lo Hud thattlie s\;hoonor, 
in spitu of Iho innnense strain lo wliich she had been subjoclcd 
dnving tho stjuail, was perfectly tight and uninjni'cd. 

The next dilficult thing that wo hud to (-oiilend wilh was to 
(|uict tho slaves, wlio »till cominui^d to niter siiriU yells, as though 
tlicy expected death e^'ory monieiK, The poor wrclches wore 
tei'ribly sii-k, and it is no wonder ihat Ihey wero alarmed, when it 
is considered Ihat sea-sickness, even with nil iho coinlbrls of an 
nltenlive steward, and Ihe resources of a oabin, is iho most dis- 
agreeable feeling that can attack man or woman. 

Thai night I begun to comprehend all (ho mysteries and mise- 
ries of Iho slave trade. The stench ihat arose from tho hatches 
was overpowering and sickly in the exiromc, and it soeineil as 
though I should vomit every lime I inhaled il. My duty, how- 
ever, led mo lo look after the comfort of Iho captives as wnich as 
possible. 

" You will get used to this in time," the captain said, when ho 
ol.scrved my expression of disgust. " We haven't begun to get 
it sweet yet. Wait till we have been in hot weaihci- two or 
three weeks, and get short of water. Then they will smell loud ; 
and ifuman-of-wiir is six miles to tho leeward of us, the o Ulcers, 
if old hands lo Ihe African coast, can lei! that wo have slaves on 
board. All tho perfume in the eiiy of Cologne could not banish 
tho smell. " 

My mind was too much occupied with (he Bcoiies llu-oiigh which 
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I liml [>a9seil fli.it nij^lit in ndrnil. of sleep, and 1 was nol norrj 
to ]>at:ii tlic duck, luid euDe^iUcr ulielliui' 1 slioiiKI ooiUiniu' itia 
dnii^'croiis life 1 n';i^ cmliiit'kcd itpuii. I ]i;;litt(1 n ei^'nr, timl 
hour allev lioiii- tlioiii;ht of llio iKui'uw cscnpo ^vhictI wc met witli, 
and (lebnteil wfiolboi' it was wortU tlio "old I was to receive lo 
conlitiiio to niii kiicIi risks. I arrived at (lie eoiicluHtoii tliiit it 
was nol, and if Imuled sale at Cuba. 1 would leave the Coqnollo, 
and seek logaiu aii lioiiosl liiutiliood iii oilier business. 

When my walcli was onr, I left Ihe Oeck in cliargc of ( iq 
second male, and tried lo sli^cp, bnt coalinnally before my eyes 
would rise Ilic scoucs ihron;^!! which I Itnd passed, and inosl prom- 
iiicntof all was the flicking of the boat and llso Btruntglinj; crew, 
sent to Davy Jones's locker when ihey least oxpcetcd dcalh, and 
were least prepared for it. I was not sorry to see dnylijj'bt, and 
wlicd I went on dcj^k found Hint Murphy and Kuck Imd pve- 
ecdcd me, and were sweepinj; llio liorizou with glasses lo sec if 
tlicy could discover a sail, but nothing was in sight. The ocean 
v/as qnicf, and only a light brcexe rippled over llio waler, jusl suf- 
ficient to fill our sails, ami send us along npon onr eourse about 
four knots per hour, 

" You aro up early," said i\Iinphy, as [ made my appparance.- 
"What is (he mailer F !>id last niglit'a scenes troidjleyonr iniiid?" 

"I have thought much of last evening's doing.f," I replied, 
" and must confess that I'm not iiifatiialed wi(h (he life of a shiver," 

" I'shaw, don't mind (hati (hink of iho money timt wo should 
have lost bad the Englishman captured lis, as bo intended 
to do." 

Suddenly there was a Icrriblo yell in the hold, aa lliongb every 
negro confined tliero was delennined to test his hings, and see 
bow much noiso ho contd make. 

"Ah, that sounds lively," cried Murphy, rubbing his banda 
villi a look of real pleasure, 

" For Heaven's sake what omusemoiit can you find in that hor- 
rid discord?" I iiHjuircd. 

" The certainly of hunger," was tlio rejily. " Tlio rascals feel 
like eating and drinking, and as long as they continue in that 
fltalc, (here is no danger of their eonin'iciog suicide." 

As such lurriblo cries needed soniu attcnlion, I cfilted (he ere^v 
lip and prepared lo feed the slaves, who had eaten noihing siiico 
the; cftisg on board, J^a foediug l!)cm wn^ 4U iu]portaut part of 
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a fllHvcr's life, I ivili tiliow llio rcadov how ivc proceeded. In llto 
iliHl jiliicc, six of llio iucii wuro ju'inrd willi loiided iniii^kols nnd 
cutlitsscii, atu\ slalioncd iicnr llio hittchway, with orders to shoot 
the fiiHt iiegi'o who iimnifcstcd signs of iniitiiiy, as they somciimcs 
did, w]icii eaiiied away by despair, or swayed by limigcr. Tbo 
hntcbcs or gratings woro removed; and twenty negroes allowed to 
coiiio OH deck lit one timo, for llio purpose of inliating fresh air, 
eating their supply of rico and bread, and drinking a pint of water 
each. The latter article a|>peai'cd Ui bo the one most priKcil, and 
it was wonderful to see how eagerly they chilched their sliai-c, and 
swallowed it at a dranglit, and looked with longing eyes for iiioro. 
But walor \vm as prceions to us as gold, and only iho regnlur 
. allowance could be pcrniiiied. 

Wo lind one captive who was a splendid-looking fellow, as 
straight as an arrow, and over six feet tall, lie nnist have ])o3- 
Rcssod iinmonso strength, for his chest was broad, and the niiiscl.ea 
of his anus were prodigions, lie had heenacJiief in his country, 
and those who were conlined iicaresl to his person looked npoii 
him with Iho most abject roveronc.o ; and the chief nccopted il, iu 
spile of his fetters, as though ho was entitled to it, and boru to 
receive honingc. 

As a general thing it is had policy to have a sulky and coni- 
plaining slave on board. One negro who continues to gruniliio 
and fret will set the others at work, until ihcy grow more nusei-- 
able at each day's confinement, and lose all flesh and all spirit by 
tho time the vessel has roachcd its destination, 

liucK had intimated to SNIurphy that tho c.x-chicf was not a 
]>ropcr man to recoivo on board, and the captain knew as much j 
but lio was ambitious of taking to Cuba tho best looking nogi-o 
who had been lauded for many months, sure that ho would coui- 
maud a largo price as a fieUt liand on a sugar plantation. 

When the chief's turn arrived to visit the duck, Murphy gave 
express orders that he shouUt be treated ivilh kindness, autl that 
1 - was to be humored a little. Tho man whoso duly it was to 
remove tho shackles, had no respect for a negro, and disobeyed 
Ihcsn commands. When the chief refused to move, or ivmaiued 
doggedly (juiel, iho sailor kicked him on his ribs, and that 
awakened tho shimboring devil iu tho slave's disposition. Wo 
supplied tho division to which the chief belonged wilh food and 
wafer, but all attempts lo make the liiige uegro cat wore fruitless. 
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I vcjiovtcd to tltc captain (liul the diicrwtia olisi iiiali;, and Mur- 
phy ivout to see wluit ciTcet his \\im\s woiilil )ihvc Li[.iin liis ]ict, 
as he callctl him. The ciipiiihi, however, was no more success. 
fill Ihan Ihe rest, of iia. Tlio iie};i'n van sconifiil, nuil poititeil, 
an well ns hi» h-oiieil hniida would permit, to Ihe sailor wlio liail 
abused him. The cnpiuin niiHiitidcrstooiI tlie action, attd .iioii<!ht 
that the slave refused to eat liccaiisc lie was manacled. lie or- 
dered that ilia ii'ous should be struck off, ivlitch was done, and the 
eliicf's coiiutetuHico lijshtcd up with an expression of forocioin 
joy that was not, very inviting to look upon. IIo stretched out 
his arms and ruhhed tlic ntiinbed ile.sh, but still lio did not niaui- 
fcst any signs of partaking of the food which was offered him. 
" I'lit the fool beloi\' again," said Mnvpliy, pettishly, 
Tlio men advanced to obey the order ; but before Ihey could 
touch the negro he suddenly turned, and wiiii ci powerful blow 
knocked down tlic man who was nearest, and then with a spring 
gtiincd Ihe side of the suitor who imd kicked him. 

"Seine him!" roared Murphy; but the order was loo lute. 
The men rushea towards ilio chief; but before tliey could reiicli 
liim bo bad wouad his powerfnl arms around the strii;tf;ling siiilor, 
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foflrod tlint a fever wouKl brmk out and tlccinialo llio rniika of 
tlio negroes svitli frightful rapiilily. liut fortune fnvored lis at 
Iciiglli, and we got a slaiil of wind an»t ei«\V(tcd sail for llic Htllo 
port of Quiteio, on the soulh side of Cuba, and iieiir two luiiidied 
inilea from ilnvanit. 

As we ran in towards iho Bniall liarbor, niglit overlook us, so 
it was inijiossiblc to Icll wbclliei' (lie coast was clear of English 
mctiof-war, or wbcllier one was lurking in the bay. Klill Mur- 
phy knew tbe port, and had no hesitation in pointing tlio iioso of 
the Coqueflc divcot for it ; but when wo were within a mile of tht! 
nnehorago wc shortened sail and "bove to," and with our night 
glasses ciidcavoi-cd lo piei<,ti tlio {.loom We could sec lights on 
the shore, but none on tbo wnlii bnl we know that it was it (rick 
frcqnentiy resorted to by mcnolwai to l.eo)) dark, in hope 
of druwiiig in shivua and til n captunng them witboiit any 
trouble. 

" We loust make oni u&nal bi„nnl Bluiphy said, turning to 
Ituen. "I don't daii, luu in until it is answered. If the agent 
IS not there, wc must uait until inoining, an t run the risk. Get 
the bbie lights, and bwo them ioud> ' 

A package of blue lights was brought on deck, and a man sta- 
tioned at the bows, a sceond inidship, and a third on the quarter- 
deck, so (hat a lino of blue fire would extend Iho whole length of 
the Rclioonur. The lights biirucd out, and the darkness was 
more intense than ever, Wc watched the shore anxiously for tlio 
purpose of seeing if our signal was answered. Minute lifter 
minute passed, and llioro was no response. 

" Tlie agent is not there, by thunder ! " muttered the cnplam ; 
but hardly had he uttered tfic words when a rocket flashed into 
the air. 

"That's one," cried Murphy, with an expression of joy. 

Another rocket, of pale green stars, was thrown into the air, 
find then all was quiet as before, 

"That's two," cried Murphy. "The fellow is there, sure 
enough. One more, and the coast is clear." 

Five iniiintcs elapsed before the third rocket was let olf. It 
was a pale while one, with but a few slars of the same color. 

"3)iiiw away the jib; put your beliu up. The coast is clear, 
and we are safe at hist, tliank God." 

When wc were within half a mile of the harbor we heard tUo 
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soiiml of oftrs, ftiid tlu'oiigli lUo diirkiicss coiiW make, on! n boat 
a)){)ronchHig us. 

" ]i(iii), ahoy I " liiiilod Miirpliy, in Ms slomest loiics. 

^ Ami gas " was ihc response. 

^liirenos," Mui'pliy eoiiliiiuc<l. 

" Noclies" replied itio speaker in tlio Ijont. 

"It is our n^cnt," (lio cnpfniii Bfiid i and in tlio next instant 
tliR hoiit was alongside, and a S|)nniaril spraii;; (ipoji deck, and 
greeted the rnptniu and supercargo most liearlily. 

" The devil — but I am glad to see you," Murphy said. " I 
feared that tlie wohca were around, and tlial we sliould liavo 
trouble in lauding." 

" And so you would yesterday, but to-day the eoaat is clear as ft 
priest's conscience alter a fortniglil's f'nsl. I tiavc been lierc a 
week, and looked for you ci'cry day. You have como in time, 
for llio price of slaves is up, and none in tlic market." 

liy dayliglit llio slaves h ere on sliore, am! on tlicir way to llio 
interior, and all evidence of kIuvo (vallic was also landed, and put 
in a place of safely. 



CITAlTKli V. 

TUB Sl'.KPF.ST A(JA1N. — AN KXIJIAXGK OV CIVIWriKS. — HAVANA 
ONCB MOHK, — ON SdOHK. — A J>AN0K"OUS FJ.IIlTATiyN, AN1> 

WHAT CA![u oe n: 

" Wk inlond to nm down lo Havana, and have a iiltlo fun on 
filiore before wc start for auollier crnise," Slin-pliy said, one day, 
about a week after our cargo was lauded. 

" I did intend to quit the biisJness," I said, after sonic hesitancy. 

" What, (((lit a Irade that is paying you fivo or six (honsaud 
dollars per year? You will do no sueh tbinjj,nor think of such a 
thing, after ji week's run on shore. You have seen only the dark 
side of a slaver's life. Wait uiilil you see the bright side, beforo 
you make up your mind." 

And I listened to the voice of the tempter and fallercd. My 
good resolutions were entirely forgotten, or banished from my 
miud, and i only longed for the iinio when I could find soma eon- 
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Bolntion on shoi-c, as a I'eeoinpeiise for my (I(iTi;;ercni3 ntui »r<liir)ii8 
(liilies. 

liefoie we ietll Qiiilcro we altered oiir lig most materially. Wo 
scHt down oitr square sails and ynrils, mid niado llio Ooqiiello a 
rcfjular fore (iiul after. Tlion iho outside was tiltercd — llio nar- 
row red ribbon was painleil over Willi a slroak of wliile, and tiie 
dnik sides were rendered brigliler by n coat of green, wliich lailicr 
ejioitcd llio loiiks of llie scliomior, so even iicr best Aiciid would 
not Imvo recognised her lialf ft mile distant. 

After onr aiTatigemenls were completed wo left Qiiitcvo, iutoiid- 
ing to return (o itint porl Again aa kooii as wo Imd laid in n Plock 
of provisions, niid oiiee more lake on board tlio s|iars uiid slave 
dcek wliicli we bad left boliind. We ivorked otir way steadily 
lownrds Havana, and when within ten miles of Horo Castle, our 
old enemy, the Sei'pont, was seen offllie porl, standing off and on 
Hiuli^r easy sail, and evidently looking for us, for llic insinul wc 
were diseerncd under the land, the man-of-war made sail, tiickiid 
fillip, and stood towards ns, lufHng well np, so that we eonkl not 
enter (he hnrbot wilhotit passing wiihiti range of his gtnis. Mur- 
phy manifesled no niieasiness, nor made iho sliglttest «t(enip( to 
cscnj>e. Wc were not snlfered to gel nearer llie land wilhont 
eomo slight noliec from Iho Englishman, and it was ninnifegtcd 
by his pileliing an eigblcen pound shot directly across our bows. 

" That means show yom- flag," innltcred Mniphy, " Wo will 
gratify liim. Let liim look npmi the yeliosi" bunting of Spain, 
and see if it will suit liim." 

Tiio flag was run np, but did not seem to satisfy Ibo com- 
mander of tlio Scrponi, for in a few mtiinlcs a second shot was 
flred, and il Hiniek very near our cutwater. 

" Well done, John Hull. You are improving in gunnery, and 
if we offer ourselves as (argcls innch longer, you will tit some.- 
wlicrc. Haul the jib to the windward, case off the fore and 
main sheets, and jiut tlio wheel down. There is nolliing liko 
politeness upon tbo oeean," 

The captain's orders were obeyed, and in a few seconds the Co- 
qucllo was slalionary upon the water, while iho I'^nglishman, who 
was lo the windward, edged away cautiously, as though fearful 
IJiere was some Irick in our compliance, and was dclcrniined not 
to be chciifed. 

" Sec (ho eil'ect of Iiaving a bad Qamc," laughed Murphy, 
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"Tlio Knftli!;l>ninii siif|>ct:(s llio scliooiicr i« tiio siimo imo tlint 
slipped (liroii^li his lingers olV ilio const of Afi'icu, imil lio Uoii't 
like lo IriiNl HS." 

Tiio iiiH»-of-wnr iicnrcil us, nml \vc coult] sco llmt llio eaptiiiu 
hclil a gitiss ill liis hand, wtiicli was often IcvcHci) ftt llic sclioomsv, 
as ttioiigli piixnlcd 111 onr new pnHit, The Se!|iciit still keeping 
the wimlward, inngcd cilongsidc willi its liallety frowning upon ua. 

" Sclioorier, alioy ! " tlic caplnin cric<l. 

" Wcl!," was Murphy's loeonic itnswcr. 

" What schomicr is that?" wns demanded ; niul the tone was 
fierce, as though no trilling was to bo ntlmifled. 

"Tliis is the schooner Cotjucttc, Capfain Hue?., boniid for 
Havana nml a market." 

"Where arc yon from?" 

" We left ttic river Gabnn three weeks since, after iying tlici'c 
a motitU waiting for a cargo, which wc did not get." 

"Yon are not slicking to the truth, sir," llic English cnplain 
said, haughtily. 

" A lio well stuck to is as good as the truth," Mfirphy replied, 
with a boldness and spirit that must hiivo astonished ihe I'liiglisJi- 

" I shall send a boat on bonitl, sir ; and if you arc t)ie one who 
dared to fire at my bonis, I shall take you as a lawful prine." 

" Do' so, by fill means, if you think best. Wo have made a 
poor voyage, and us peaceable traders, would like to make up lor 
oiu- losses." 

Tlic I'inglisliman dropped his culler in the water with a sudden- 
ness that was startling. It showed that he was in earnest in 
what ho was about to do, 

Wo received the officer who landed upon otn' deck, backed by 
n dozen jolly tars, armed with cnllnsscs, and a brace of pistols foi 
each man, in the most polite manner. The olliccr glanced ovci 
our deck in cxpeclations of seeing the guns, willi which wc were 
nnued when wc met ihe Serpent at sea, but which we bad pru' 
deutly laiulcd at Quitcro. Finding iiotlitng that exciled suS' 
picions, ho lurncd to iMurpliy. 

" Where is tlie gun wliich destroyed one of our boats, and 
killed lour of our incri?" ho asked, sternly. 

" I don't nnderritand you," the captain replied, blanilly. 

" Blast your comprehension then,'' the Englishman answei'ciJ. 
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" YoH know what 1 tiican well enough. You fii'cd nt one of our 
bonis — diilii't you?" 

" No," uiiswored Murjihy, wiili the most confideiit nssuranci!, 

Tiio ollicer was slnggeicd l>y lUe lie, luul ooulil not s[»c:ik for 
Botno sccoiiiln. 

" Dill wo not cliaso you off the const of Africa f " tlic Knglish- 
man nskcii, ut length, 

" Not that I know of," wus the very calm answer. 

" I kiiow better, air, Yoii were loaded witli slaves, wliich you 
have landed; you only cscapetl by I ho aid of a sudden B<iuall, 
Can you deny that?" 

"Ic^in.and do deny it, and I dare yon to i)rovc your asser- 
tions." 

" 'Tis the same schooner," inullcred tlie ollicer, confidently. 

", Itiganil paint the same, I siipiioso," said Murphy, sarciistieally. 

■■ U, 1 am up to that dodge, and inideislaiid il. i'aint costs but 
little, and is easily i>nt on." 

"And civility also costs bnl little, buf I suhloni meet with it at 
Bca," tlio captain said, insolently. 

Thcoittcei' bit his lip, and looked as (hoiigli he would hko to 
hang evci-y one of us to our own S|mi-s. 

" The (juestion is this," said j\Iiiiphy. " Do yon wisii us lo 
haul down our flag and snri'endcr as a princ, oi- do yon intend lo 
let us continue our oonrse, and make Havana? Yon Inive the 
power to do one or the other, and I am wailing patiently for you 
to decide," 

The oflicci' did not reply, lie motioned to his men, and they 
removed the main Imtciiea ; but nothing was to be seen but dun- 
nage and walorcasks. Tlic cfllnvia of slaves, however, w-as 
strong, and it fairly scented the atmosphere. 

" I smell slaves I " the olficer exclaimed, turning up his nose. 

" Can you see any?" asked Murphy, with a ehueklo. 

The oiiDcer did not reply. Ho sent men into the hold to search 
for a slave deck and for shackles, but neither was to bo found. 
Then our papers were overhauled, but they wcro correct, and boro 
the stamp of the Havana Cnstoni Hoilsc. They looked the schooner 
over onco more, bnl nothing but the terrible stench which would 
issue from the bold, was to be found against ns. Tliey left ns, and 
we renninicd rpiiet nntil the boat was hoisted up, and ibe ollicer 
had made his rcpurl. Tlien Mmphy hailed, — 
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" Ship, nlioy ! " lio cried. " Am I now iit liborty (o proeec(] 
on Illy voyjigo?" 

l'"oi- A icw miimtcs there was no roply ; llien llic cnjitjiiii of llio 
Serpent rcspoinicd, ■— 

" YoK may go," ho eniil ; " but 1 will cnteh you Bomo day." 

" Thank you," answered lilurphy, raising liis Imt; "I hope 
Bof. Tho English ship is not yet huilt thiit can citlcli us." 

In itn Iiour'8 linio wo were hutf ii mile to llio windward, and 
hnir a mile aheiid. This ivns iriumph enough for us, niid nmslcr- 
ing 111! hands on dcek, wo ohces'ed most lustily, 'llio l':ii;»Iislinian 
heard iia, and his disgust wiis complete. Ho put his liclm hard 
Hp, rounded in his yards, and went skimming off before tlio wind, 
as though bidding us it long farcwcl!. Wo beat up to the oii- 
tronco of [Itivaua harbor, ran ia uuilev easy sail, and dropped 
andior close to llie mole. 

The secoiul day after our arrival the crew received one hun- 
di-cil dollars each, us an advaneo ol' what they woi-c really to liiivc ; 
and with the money, pcvmissiou lo go on shore and enjoy ihem- 
selves for a week. To njtikc up lor Iheir absence, we hired half 
a doxcu shoremen to lake earo of the vessel, and sec that she was 
kopi in good order. At the same time I was informed tliiil tlio 
aiiiouiit of money which was really due mo, was near llireo 
thousand dnllai-ti, and as an earnest that I was to reccivo it, I got 
a cheek on Messrs. Hiego & Nearli, the gr<;at slave banker.*, for 
the gold. Anxious to see Romcthing of Havana life, I di-cssed 
inj'.self in my best, and left Alurphy to look alier the seliooner, 
and figure up llie profits of Iho voyage. 

" You had belter lake a small revolver with you," the ciiplaia 
said, wJicii he saw that I was <li-cssing with as mucli fasto as 
possible, anil had eschewed all sailor habilimenls. " I think that 
I can read your face and ihonghts, and it might be well to go 
prcpai-cd wliilo on Ktiore. Tlio Hpaiiish women arc not always 
fuiEhful, and ihe Spaniards are sometimes joaloas. If you won't 
wait a day or two and have my company, you had boHer go 
armed. Take a revohcr, and be carcfnl liow you use it. If you 
ehould get into Iroubtc ami want help, shout as loud as you can 
the word 'Africa,' and if any of our organi/aiion is within bail- 
ing distance, yon ivon't bo ilesertcd." 

I look tlie captain's advice, and put a small revolver in my 
pocket. As soon as I tandud, I steered for the banker's and pro- 
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senlcil my clieck, nml after a brief glniico at my faco it was paid, 
without ttio stiglitcst licfiilancy. 

"lias tlic sciior any cominaiuls for our flrm?"tIio old mau 
Kaid, who |mt(l me the iimncy. " 1 see lliat llje seiior liaa made 
a sHcecssfHl voyfts*', and that Ihe Coqucltc is likely to earn lior 
owners imicli gold. I thiiiik the saints lliat the cursed Kuglish 
Wei'o tricked." 

Hero was a man ^vliom I liail never seen licfore, yet who knew" 
1)10 and the vessel to wliicli I belonged. It was a niyslcry, and I 
fisked for information. 

" O," lie answered, witii a dry smile, " we liave a ronister con- 
tabiing tlio names and description of ail the prominent olliccra 
engaged in the slave trade, so tliat in case of iiiisforlnno or cap- 
tin-c wc should know wJioni to help wiiti money or influence. You 
arc engaged in a business that rcfjiiircs nmeh seerecy, but as long 
as you arc failhrn! and attentive to it, yonr n;iinc will stand well 
npon onr books, and assistance will always be rendered yori from 
a common fnnd ; but yon nmst distinctly imderstiind that only 
upon conditions of your being faifhfnl and active in the service." 

I had no idea that the trade was eitrricd on so syslemnlicatly. 
I'or the pnvpose of testing the old genllcman's assertion, I vcn- 
tui'cd to ask for a description of myself; Biid without tlie slightest 
liesilation, he turned to a large book, and read, — 

" ' ICrnest Hubert, mate of schooner Co<t»ctio, American, 
twenty-two years of age, five feet ten inches high, dark hair and 
black eyes, while teeth, intelligonl, and a good navigator, will 
bear promotion by and by, if faithful,' There," said the senor 
Iticgo, " is your portrait, and a very (laltcring one it is. You 
stand high upon our books, and it depends upon yourself to stand 
even liigher. A fortune is befoi'o yon, if prudent and attentive," 

The old sonor closed liis secret volume, and restored it to the 
bugo safe from whcnco be took il, and by tbiit lime my funds 
wore counted out and spread befbro nic in gold onnecs. 

"la Ibcro anylbiiig (hat wc can do for yon to-day?" the senor 
Uicgo asked. 

" Yes," I replied, after a moment's thougbt. " You will please 
lake cbai'go of this money until I send an order for il, or como 
after it in person. Two or (hree hundred dolliirs will be snf- 
Mcicnt for mo to expend wliiie I am on shore," 

" A wise lesohiliun," siiid BIr. liicgo. " I suppose fbat you 
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arc on slioro for n frolic, and I liopo tJuit yon will bo tliscrcel 
and drink iio more llian ^vill lie necessary Jbr your licnlth, luul 
above all things avoid gambling." 

Tho old Spaniard amiled 09 though he know that liis advico 
was all lost ; but just us I was liiniing to leave his con ntiiig- room, 
he said, — 

"Yon ni-o n sti'an^er here, and I fear may be swindled by 
knaves. I will send one of my young men with you, and he will 
introduce yon to iill plaL-es of anniscinonf. Francisco, go with 
he American and look nlier Jiis welfare." 

A yonlh, witli huge, black eyes and sallow face, slipped ou his 
while linen coat, and tlicn advanced and extended his hand with 
a conciliiitiug smile. We shook bands like old friends, and left 
the banker's bouse together. ^Vo entered a cHf6 on the I'hi/.n, 
called for ices and cigars, and ibcy wore brought nti ; and while 
wo were cbatting on dilfurcnt subjects, two ladies ciilercd aniV 
took seals very near us. One was young and very bandsomc, 
while llic olbcr I judged lo be about liii'ly. 

" Hbo is voiy beaut ilul," 1 said, inrning lo Francisco, my com- 
panion. 

lie laughed, and lighted a fresh paper cigar. 
" I would give a trifle for an inlrodnciion," I continued. " I 
euppoxe she is some rieb man's daugbier, and is destined to marry 
a liilc as well as a fortune." 

Francisco eonlinuod to langh, and would give me no explana- 
tion. 

" Sho is very beantii'ul, and very dan gerons," be said at lenglli | 
and sent the ladies a bundle of pa|)cr cigars by a wailcr. 

They acknowledged the complinicnt with a bow, and a slight 
smile. I was anxious lo open a conversalion with iheni, but 
Francisco refused to eucouriigo nic. lie seemed adverse to such 
inlinnioy wilb llic sh-angcrs, but for what reason 1 was at a loss 
lo imagine. Suddenly Ihe ladies threw away iheir cigars, paid 
tbcir bill, and rose lo depart. 'I'hc younger one Uniied her flash- 
ing eyes npon me for one moment, and in that glance I read as 
plain as though slic had spoken, " I dare you to follow mo, sir ; " 
and as though lo make ibc invilnlion plainer, sho diTipped Iter 
glo\'0 upon the door in such a nutnner, that mistake was im- 
possible. As soon as tbcy reached tho door I seized Ibc glove, 
Hud delormiiied to restore it lo its owner witliont delay. I saw 



(lie Indies cntct a volaiUo, niul llic younger oiio looked bnck to 
nee if ( foiloweil. 

" Wlierc arc j'Oit goiiiH?" askotl Francisco. 

" To voKlorc a glovo," I anHwcrecI. 

In another instant I was in tho RlrccI, spnin^; into a passing 
Yolantc, nnd fold (he lirivcr lo follow (lie one wliicli contained (ho 
liulics. 

"I will meet yon hero at nine this oven ing," shouted Fian- 
ciseo, slonding on llic wideivalk Initgiiiiig. 

Wo rodo over the I'liiitn, and llicn daslied tlirongli a long sircct 
that led towards the conntry. Occasionally my dark-eyed maid 
looked bank to sec if I followed, and once she \vitvod hci- miglovcd 
hand, as (hongli bidding inc lo come on. 

" Ncvci- fear, young lady," I muttered, " I will keep yon wtlli- 
iii sight for a dog waleli at least ; " and when my driver slackened 
his pace, I had oidy to promise ait extra reward to make him 
renew i(. 

In a few minutes we sloi>])i!d in front of n Iiouho where llio 
vohinio had left the ladies, and I lost no lime in dismonnling. I 
walked up a hinc, bordered with oraiigo trees in full bloom, on 
both sides, natil I reached the house, which was a neat, unpro- 
teiiiling building, two Ktones high, ami like many of the houses in 
Cuba, constructed of slone and wood. 

The front door of the mansion was invitingly open, but, to my 
exiremo disgust, a huge dog stood there also, and showed his teeth 
in a menacing manner, but oiherwiso manifcslcd no signs of attack. 
I looked at Iho dog, and the dog returned the compliment with 
every tooth in Ids head. To proceed would have snhjccicd tho 
dog lo a certain deaih, or my coat to a rupture, nnd being on a 
(Vicndly visit, I did nol care for cither cxireniily. While I was 
thus siluatod, who should unikc her appearance but my divinity, 
looking much prcltier than the figure head of the Cocpielto. When 
she saw the position which iho brute and myself occupied, she 
smiled so pleasantly that I had a great mind to fall down and 
worship her. She spoke lo the dog, and he retired growling, as 
though he rather disliked her interference. 

"Who did the senor wish to sec?" the lady asked, just as 
ihough she didn't know. 

" The lady who lelt her glove in the cqA'," I replied, producing 
tho piece of kid, which did not look largo enough tor an infant. 



,,Coo^^lc 



72 A SI-WEr'S xVDVKNTUHKa. 

» All, I am 80 forgclfiil," slic cijed ; " I had no idea itiat I loft 
il. I lliiuik you « Itiousfiiid limes ; " am! slio cxteiulcd licr imiul 
to receive ihc [m-/.a. 

I nmiingiid lo loucli licr lisind as I handed (bo "love to licr, and 
thill touch was like an cteetric sptivk to my noi'ves. Tlic blood 
bounded lbmuj;li my veins like ihis Cofjiiello in a Kliffbrcexo ovei" 
tbe ocean. 

"As you bnve been to so much trouble on my flocouul, T 
Bbitll he b«j)|)y lo rcpiiy you in some way. Will the scnor cuter 
tbo house, and refresh himself with some fniit and ii glass of 
wit>c?" 

Of course I said lliat I would, nni! she iisbeicd mc into (in 
apni'lincnt that was fnrnislicd with scrupuloiis nearness imd jtliiiii- 
iiess. I took ft acftf, while she left llic i-ooni, bc^inj^ me to excuse 
J fo a ie A\ 1 I I c one, I corinralubilcd my- 

s If o V s A I 1 p I I be adventure would cud 

pi a a ly I a f 1 e 1 1) clnrncd, accompanied by 

ft 1 e e^ o o f 1 I is out as an ox. He bore a 

I a o 1 o f, b as mid apples. 

C e lo 1 1 f k SDiilo, "you imisl bo 

I 1 1 ylo| iylolo sofrcsioriugyo.i." 

Slo o o el lo e o o pi ee ebair Ibi- me at a lidjle, 
n 1 ook o e I o sell 

"Shall I bring the wine, senorila?" the negro iiifjuiied. 

" Yes, bi-iug the wine ■—- the weak wine," she replied. " You 
ore ft Bti'angcr in Iliivaiia? " she asked, as she cut an orange with 
a silver kntfo. 

" i am, lady ; but I hope I shall be well acquainfcil before I 
leave Ibe city." 

" Have you many acqiiaiiilaiiccs in navnn.i?" she asked, Ciire- 
Icssly. 

" Not. more lliftu two," J replied, without a moment's thought. 

"And those arc very dexir lo you? "she said, willi wimt 1 
thought was womanly enriosity. 

" I have no one thai is dear (o mo in the world," I replied. 

"■\Vhal?" she asked, " bave you never loved?" 

" Never mitil Ibc present time." 

She smiled, as lliougb sho was far from hoiag displcitscil at my 
boldness. After a moment's stlcncc she said, — 

" Are you an Americaii, sctior?" sho ai^kcd, with a sweet look. 
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" Yes, sciioHta." 

" I Imvc iieai'il llint Amcvieana iiro vary rich, ftiid ore iqiiilo 
free with ihcir money." 

" Thoj' arc libcnit, Imt nil iim not lioli. I wisii llinl yini would 
lest tlio former. Sorul ino lo llio city, and bid mo bring you a 
present. Nitnio what you want, and I will secure it." 

Site n|i|iciii-C(l to tliiiik for a moment, as though she had a mind 
to try my liberality. But she thought better of it, and shook hor 
head. 

" Wc arc sfrnnjfcr!^," she said, " and it would not bo proper 
for me to acccpl presents. My nniit would frown," 

" Hut wc arc iiot to remain sti'nngers always," I said ; and I 
ventured to touch her fingers, as (hough accidentally. 

She did not withdraw hor liand, and I grew bolder. 

" I don't know that I coil eoiifidu in you, and yet you look 
honest," she said. 

" Trust mc once, and if I deceive you, never trust mo again," 
I replied. 

"But a maiden can trust but once. If she lose confidence, 
then nil hope leaves her heart," 

" 'I'lien yon are unmarried ? " I cried. 

" Of coui-Kc I nni ; " and slic laughed most merrily. 

" Then I have gained information that lifts a burden from my 
heart. I will be bold, and hope that you will pardon mo. X 
love yon." 

She gave a little scream, and put Iicf hand to my mouth. I 
kissed it, and retained my hold of it in spite of a faint struggle. 
Jiial at that moment a door opened, and tlic giant negro looked 
into the room. 

" Yon called mo, scnoi'lla," ho said. 

" No, Antonio, I did not call." 

" Docs tho scnorita wish for anything?" 

" Kotbing, Antonio." 

" Will not ihc scnorita lift vc a bottle of wine — cool wino?" 

" Ko. You can go," fho said, addressing the slave ; but he did 
not move, and I thought that the lady looked frigjitcned. 

" You black rascal," I said, rising from my chair ; " if you 
don't obey the lady, I'll break your head." 

I saw that the girl exchanged glances with the negro, and Ihcn 
tho latter gecnied inclined to be more Iriendly. 
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" I tlioiigtit tliat tlic iiidy cuHcd mo," lie saiil ; and bowing in n 
Burly inaiiLicr closed tlio door. 

■' Aiiloiiio is voi'y eiircfiil of me," slic cried, with A laugh lhi>t 
was a liltic forced. " lie is mlhcv inclined to look upon all wlio 
vi^it mc 111 llic H^lit of lovci'3, and fctirs thttt tlicir inlciilioiis >ire 
evil. IIo iias been in our family many years, and is trciitcd as ft 
tavorilo. I shall liavo to scold Inm for liis familiarity." 

I was flulisltcd wiih llic exptaiialioii, and somehow, lilllo by 
little, eho mannged to draw from me the fact (bat I had sumo 
ilircc hundred dollars in gold in my pockets, and (hat 1 was not 
pnrticuhir in wliat manner I spent it. 

" I bavo lieard that American gentlemen arc ahvaya armed 
with horrid pistols or knives, as thongli they cxpeetcd to ha iit- 
lackcd every monicnt," 

I i-oniembercd tlio six-barrelled revohci' I had in my poekut, 
bwt I felt nsliamcd to acknowledge J bad one, and 1 dotei'ininud 
to deny it. 

" Americans never go armed unless they expoet danger. Now 
why shontd I ciiri'y weapons, when my visit is one of love and 
not warfare? I should I'cel hmniliafed if I tlioitght you sus- 
pected as iinicli." 

" O, bill I tlon't suspect sncli a tiling, llosidcs, you look as 
lliougb you would not insult a lady by entering lier presence 
with a pistol." 

I bowed, and wislied my revolver on board tbc Coquette, for I 
felt that it would be humiliating to be detected in a falsehood. 
We ebattetl familiarly on various to|)ic8, and at length I lliought 
thai it WHS time for me to return to tlic city. 

" Yott will allow iHC to call again, I trust," I said, and arose. 

"iiut you liavo no inleiilion of leaving mo at (his early hour?" 
slie asked, with a band on my shoulder. 

" You arc eharniiiig," 1 cried, and put an arm aronnd her waist 
and dreiv lior towards mo. 

Iflast that nigger 1 He would persist in opening the door just 
at the wrong time. I had hardly encircled her waist, when I 
beard the door creak, and the latjy spi'ang from my embrace. I 
looked up anil saw (be negro regarding us. 

"You cim remove !be fruit," the girl said, carelessly, " and 
inform my aunt that the seiior intends to I'cmain all iiiglK." 

I almost doubted (lie evidence of my senses. Ilcve was an 
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invitiiliou llmt I hud no tiioiiglits of receiving, con aequo «t5y I was 
ri)iHi;(l (o tlio hi;;hc8t [liluti of h«[)|)l(H!39. Kvon lliis brawny iiogro 
EuuDiuil |)le,i^c(l, niid smileil liis sntisfaclioii. 

Ciii'i'iud nwny by llic wnnntli of my feelings, I grow more coin- 
iiiiiuienlivc, iind jileadisd niy love in no itiensiireil tci'in^, iiiid 
wliilc I wns iloilging wlien llio negro entered the ai>ar(ment, nnd 
kL-^dng Ilie girl when his linck was Inrned, (hink thtit I got 
ftliHig very well for a now beginner. At any rato, she niiinifcsletl 
snch piirtialily for me, that I had some thought of proposing mar- 
riage ; bnl I recollected Murphy's advieo " lo see liow tbe land 
I ny before splieiiig was broiiehed," and accoidingly so governed 
myself, 1 had no need to blame the lady's coldness or want 
of hospitality, and by the limo we had dined, and I had boon 
inlrodnccd to Senorita Olivudo, llio aunt of Isadora, I felt (hat 
I waa quite at liomc, and took good care to make myself ns 
ftgrcenblc as possible. The afternoon ivorc away most pleasantly. 
J liiiilcd once or twice for a walk m llio garden, bnf each limo 
my wish was oj>posed on somo trifling ground Ibat ^vas nol salis- 
factoi'y, allliongli I did not tn'go matters. 

" By Iho way," Isadora asked, " did the driver of the votanie 
tell you that ho shouhl eall for you?" 

"No. Whydoyoiiask?" 

" Simply becanse I will send yon lo town in my carriage, in 
tbo morning, wiibont Ironblo. You had no aequaiulaueo with 
him?" slie continued, after a moment's thought. 

" I should hardly know him again, or iio mo," was my answer. 

" That is good." 

She apparently spoke without thinking, for slio dusliod snddcnly, 
and then kissed me, as ibough to banish all unpleasant thoitghls. 

When the lamps were lighied, I saw that the nnmbor of negroes 
in (he house hud increased. That in addition to Antotiio (hero 
were two others, not as largo as t!ic first named, but stout, alli- 
letie fellows, and raliior above tho condition of slaves. Their 
movements ivero independent, as though Ihoy were privileged 
servants, and had been pampered until spoiled. At length tbo 
hoiu' arrived for retiring, and I gently intimated to my fair 
companion that I should like lo seek my conch. Lighting a 
huiip, she bade nio follow her, and we passed up a flight of 
stairs, through a door that was so extremely masflive, that I 
ivondered to what uso it was ever put, Ueuchiug the head of tlia 
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sliiipj, 1 fotind two rooms wliiob wero loontcil in Iho rear part of 
tlie house, but they coniimniiciitcil whh cacli oflior by a Joor lliat 
Iind neither lock nnr bolt. 

" liorc, seuor, is where you are to sIco|>," slie sail!, oiiteriii^ the 
hjrger room of iho two, which coutuiiieit n waidi'obc, a bcil, tWo 
chah'3, a wash-bowl, biuI pitcher. 

Those things I nnliecii at a glance 

" And where do yon sluo|), seiiorita?" I asked, with a wiiria 
kiss. 

She pointed to (he next room, and smiled. 

" There is no loi;k on tlie door," I said. 

" Tiierc is no occasion for one," was (lie rojily. "I trust to 
your honor not to disturb mc during the night." 

I think that I made no vows, nnless n dozen kisses can bo 
called such ; and then we parted, the lady leaviug me the light 
for the purpose of undressing. 

I lieard Isadora in the next room, as though slio ivas preparing 
for rest, and I had a miud to speak with her regarding the aeenrity 
of the house ; but abandoned (he idea, and was about losot my lamp 
down upon a chair, wJien 1 saw a spot npon the floor that attracted 
my attention. I held iho light to it, and saw that it was dark, 
and of the color of blood. For the first time a suspicion darted 
through my brain that perhaps l)ie lady, whom I had promised to 
lovo BO devotedly, was not ^vhat she seemed. I tried to account 
for the spot iu various ways; but ihc more I pondered on tlio 
subject, the more perplexed did i grow. I saw tliat allctiipts 
had boon mado to erase the stain, even by scraping the wood ; but 
the iluid had sank deep into the cedar, and showed as clear and 
distinct as when it first fell. While I was thus occupied, Isadora 
called to mo : — 

" Has thcscnor retired?" she asked. 

"No; I am thinking," I replied, 

" And of what is the senor ihinking?" 

" ilow much I love yon?" I rejoined. 

She laughed, and I paid no more attention to the spot upon the 
floor. I thi'cw ofl' my light coat, remove)! my shoes, and then 
turned down the sheets of my bed. The linen was clean and 
while, and the hair maHrcss looked inviting, I finished uii- 
drossing, placed my gold in a belt around my person, aud got 
iulo bed. 
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' Isndovn," I sniil, " I am in hod." 

" Then why liol cxiinsiiisli iIjc liglit?" slio nsked, as flioiitjh 
e!io had Ijecii wailiiit; ill llie door, lislciiiiif; to my inovciiiciita. 

" You must coiiio ami do Ihnl," I i'0])lied. 

"Mc?" sho cried. " I niu sure I sliiui't." 

" Then lot il bum nil iiij;ht." 

Ti)Ci-e was ito response on her part, Imt I tlioitglit I lieard a 
suppressed wliispciing in her room. I listened Atlcnlively, Imt 
could make nolliing of the words uscil. I rcinuvcd my revolver 
from under my pillow, whore 1 had placed il, and by holding n 
sheet over i(, was enubied to oxatiiiuo it carefully. The charges 
wore all rlghl, and I placed it in a coTivciiicnt. place, so tlnit I 
coidd lay hmuls upon it in case of necessity ; for somehow I lie- 
gna CO feel as though 1 had mistaken the home, and that my 
adventure was not likely to terminate as pleasantly as I supposed. 
The whisiioriug slilt' continued, hat 1 was determined to let the 
girl know I licai-<l it. 

"Isadora," I said, " who are you talking with?" 

There was silence for a moment, and then she spoke. 

" You lieatlion," she cric<l, " 1 am saying my prayers, which is 
more than yon have done, I'll warrant." 

She laughed, and I again felt my stoek of confidence rising. I 
rested my head upon my pillow, and just- at that moment my light 
was extinguished, but in what manner I could not tell. When I 
looked at the lanip a moment before it was biiriiiiig brightly, nud 
there was sidlieieiiL oil to last half the night. 

" Ilnllp, Isadom," I cried, " the light has cxthigaishcd itself. 
There is no occasion for your pi'csenee here." 

There was no response. 

" Do yon hear mo? or have yon fallen asleep?" 

Still there was no answer. I ihonght she was remaining si- 
lent for the purpose of inducing me to seek for a lesponsc, I 
was easily ten)|)ted in those <lays, and I do not hesitate to say 
that I left my bed and groped my way towards the room occupied 
by Isadora. 1 reached tlie door and paused. I had some re- 
spect for her position, after all. 

"Isadora," I whispered, " don't bo alarmed, I have visited 
yon for the puiposc of having a little private conver.sation. Y'ou 
will pardon nio — won't yon ? " 

Still she remained wilfully silent, I grew bolder, and left tha 
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door ojicn, ntlvaiieiiig in (lie dircclioii of tiic licil, or wIlgi'c I sup' 
posed it rested. 

" Isiidorn," I cotittniicti, " nre you asleep? " 

There was no reply. 1 hit my stiiu against a chair, and iho 
pnin provoked au KngJish oath of some niftgiiitLitle. 

"She is prclondnig sleep," I llioiiglit, auil I continued my iti- 
vcsligfttioiis as soon as llio pain wouh! permit me. I roaehe^ (he 
bed, and felt carefully for Ihe ptirposo of discovering which was tlie 
liead of it; and when I liad done so, 1 oiieo more whispered a 
CAittioti not to be afi'aid, and put my hand njion (hat part of it 
wbero I supposed I should find tlio person of tlie lady. To 
my infotiso disgust and disappointment Isadora was not tlieio ; 
and wliat was worse, it was evident that she had not laid down, 
1 dressed, and then sotight to open tlio door which led doivn stairs, 
but to my surprise it was fastened on tbo ontsidc, atul all quiet 
attempts to open it were fntile. 1 did not get alarmed, for I 
thought there was no occasion for sucii feeling ; but I did sit 
(loivn in R chair, and curso in a quiet tnanner, for allowing my- 
self to be tricked by a woman whom I thought was all innocenco 
and simplicity. But cursing would not relieve mo, so 1 conchided 
to stretch ont on (he floor, and rest with my eyes open iin(il 
morning, I thought that perhaps if I laid upon (he bod I might 
fall asleep, and not wake up again in good order and coiuliliou. 
Two or three lioara passed, and I think that at length I grew 
drowsy, for I was suddenly startled by a niovonicnt that proceeded 
from tlio direction of the wardrobe. I remained perfectly still, 
and listened. The noise ceased, btit 1 conld hear a snhdued whis- 
per that was rather ominous. The talking died away, and all 
was still for a few minutes, and then came a sudden creak, as 
though the doors of the wardrobe were opening slowly. I 
strained my eyes, and tried to discover who was in tho room ; 
but the dai'kncss was too intense, and I conld only listen and re- 
main silent. All was quiet for ten minutes; hut I fancied I 
heard deep breathing, as thougli some one was wailiiifj. Then 
I heard a whisper, and could make out what was said. 

" I tell you he is asleep and on the bed." 

The voice was that of Isadora. The handsome little wretch — 
I began to coinproliend that she was uot (he amiable person I sup- 
posed her to be. 

" You are sure he is not armed?" I heard Antonio ask. 



,,, Google 



IN THE mKK. 79 

"l>idlie jictsfty SO? Did lio not look oftcndwl when t htiitcd 
aiieh a tiling?" 

" Ti'ue — ami you arc sure of Iho money?" 

*' He has it with liim — infold, liul I wisli you would lake 
it and spnro hia lit'o. He loves mo so Ociii'iy." 

" Yoii aio a fool," Antonio crioil ; and I Ihouglit liis voice, ovou 
as low as it WHS, partook of some feeling of jenlousy. 

" Don't let us sliiiul lierc wliispcving ail niglit. I^ct na worlt." 

Tliat voice belonged to oiio of llio negroes wliom 1 liitd seen la 
the lionsc after duvk. 

" If yon hail let me bvoiiglit in the drngged wine," Anlonio 
saiil, " lie would Inivc slept so soundly that there would liavo been 
no trouble." 

" Hilt there will bo no trouble now if you spare lila life. You 
had holler do so, for llic last one evealcd some stir." 

" Itali ! " eried the giant negro ; " yon love the while man, and 
would save liis life. He shall die." 

1 heai-<l the seonndrcJs move across the room, and reach (Iio 
bed. I held my breath and lislcned. Tliei'e «'iis » nn>nieut'a 
pause, and then a heavy blow v/us slrnck that made mo sliudder. 
It was evident ihnt ibc villain, thinking I vim on the bod, had 
strnek witli a knife, intending lo make short work of mo. 

" Have yon finished him ? " asked Antonio's companion, speiik- 
ing no longer in a whisper. 

" lie is not horc ! " cried Antonio ; and I ihonglit that he mani- 
I'eslcd Ronio alarm. 

" Not there? Whore in flio devil's name lias he gone? " 

"Ilomnstbo in (ho next room. Ho has gouc in search of 
Isadora, and fallen asleep." 

" Then let «3 light a lamp and find him," ono of Iho negroes 

I sat up, levolvcr in hand, while ihe nilllaus wore lighting the 
In nip. 

" He is in the next worn," Autonio said, in a whisper. 

" Let us go and fix him while ho sleeps," the other cried ; and 
they were moving towards the door, when I spoke. 

" If you are looking for me, yon need not go far," I said, 
rising to my leei, and keeping my revolver concealed from Ihcir 

The negroes stHrled, and Itiriicd suddenly tonards mo. Each 
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was nvnied wiOi a knife, nnd llio oxpi'CHsioij of Ihcir faces sliowed 
Ihftt tlicy were (Iclcnniiicit to use tlitm. Tlmy rTiiiilc u mo\i!- 
iTLCnt towai'i1» mc, hnldiii^ ihc light in such a iDiiuncr ilint tlmy 
could SCO if I cnrrieil nnytliiiig in my liiirids. Ismioiu Imil disn|i- 
penied. 

" Don't ndvniiec niiotiior stop," I said, calmly. "You are al- 
ready iJcai' enough." 

They hulled ami looked at mc, btit seeing no anns, still sup- 
posed that I was defenceless. 

"What do you wish?" I nskcd. " If you want my nioiioy, 
you can liavo it, but not by force," 

" Wo do want yoiir money ," Antonio said, " and we will have 
il." 

" Hilt yoii will spare my life, I hope," I conliiiiied, for the purpose 
of seeing to what extremities Ihoy would proceed. " Yes," I coti- 
tiiiiicd, " if you will spare my life, nnd let Isadora leave llio 
honse with me, you shall have all my money." 

The features of the giant were couvulscd with rage. I had 
oxeited hit) worst passions, as 1 supposed i should. 

" Come, Ray the ivord, and the money slittll be yours," I cried. 
" She will go with mo, I know." 

" You Imvo 8|)oken with her on the subject," lie eried, fiercely. 

" Of course I have, and sho promised ino with a ki^s." 

"Thou, curse you, you shall die at any rate !" shouted Iho 
negro, raising his knife, and plunging towards mo. 

IIo was quick, but I cxpeetcd his movements, and was prepared 
for Ihein. When he was within four feet of me, 1 raised my re. 
volvoi', and took fair aim. llo saw the weapon, and would 
Imvo stopped, but could not ; and just as liis knife was about 
to descend upon my breast, I firod, and sprang one side. Thero 
was a stunning report, and tlion a heavy fall that shook the whole 
upper part of tlio lionse. The negro kioked convulsively, and 
then all was quiet. His companion scorned half inclined lo risk 
his life to avenge his comiado, but on second thoughts eon- 
eluded Ihat bo would not, so turned and fled touni-ds the ward- 
robe, Iho doors of which stood open I thought (hat po^>iibly ho 
might escape, and call a gang of lulhans to Ins assistance, and 
then make short work with mc With this impicssion I did not 
think Ibal 1 should be justified m letting him oil tice , so, tusC as 
ho had gained the wardrubi, I uu-Ld mj pislul and In^d Tlio 
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ball striiclc tlio fellow on iita lii|i, nii<l lio clapped one hand upon 
that portiiiii of liU pi*soTi, f;avo ti fcnrfu! yell, and strove to kcup 
liis feel. Jiiit ihc effort was too much; he staggered, mid fell 
heavily. l'>eii then lie souglit lo cseiipe by erawHng towards 
the wardrobe, bu! I fruslrated it by slopping in front of him, 
Tlie negro wns desperate, and did not like to yield. lie aimed 
a blow at my legs with Jiis kccH, glittering knife, anil I narrowly 
escaped ft bad wound, I jumped aside, and (ho blade was buried 
in the floor, und broke short off at the hilt. Then I bad hiuk ftt 
my merey, and he knew it. 

" Spare iny life, senoi'," ho pleaded. " I did not mean lo liai'in 

"Yes; tho broken ktiifo is evidence that yon did no(," I re- 
plied, loucliiug with my foot tbo weapon, which still rcniiiined in 
the (ioor. 

" I did not know what I wns doing, senor. 0, the pain in my 
hip is so great ihiit I slutll die. I cannot move my leg. Alci'ey, 
senor, for love of the saints ! " 

" Dog ! " I replied, " you deserve fo die like your brolher ruf- 
fian ; but if you will answur my queslions truly, 1 will spiiro your 
life." 

" Spenk, senor, and I wilt answer truly, or may llio sniiits 
never pardon mc." 

I cocked my pistol. The negro saw (he movement, and feiir- 
ing Elmt I was about to make short work ivlth him, howled drcad- 
fnlly. 

" lie (t"'et, you brute, or 1*11 give yon something tliativill make 
yon." 

He censed instantly, but walclicd my every look and molion 
with iulcnso eagerness. 

"Tell mo )\ov/ many aro conneeled wifU your gang," I asked. 

"Three, senor ; Antonio, myself, and a negro named I'edro," 

"Where is I'cdro?" 

" lie is outside of the house, for the purpose of giving a signal 
if any one approadies." 

" And wliere is the girl, Isadora? " 

" Kho is in tho room underneath, senor, waiting for us to fmisJi 
our job," 

'• And her aunl, where is she? " 

"8be is not her aunt, senor, allhougli slio has passed as such, 
6 
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SIio has gono to Ilavaim for tho iinrpose of Icnviiiiig if tlioro woro 
nuy inqiiifics res|)celiiig you." 

" ])i(l ilio sjirl |)liin my imirdcr ? " I must coiifb^s that I was 
rallicr niixious for an auswer thnt would cxculpalo iior from 
such a chnrgo. 

" Anlonio wonlcl not promise her tlial yoiir life ahouli! bo 
Bparcd, and she (lunvrollcil wtlh hhn on Hint account. Aniouio 
was jealous of you, sonor, because lie thought tliat sho loved yoii," 

" And do you think thnt sho does?" I usked ; for oven then I 
was willing to foi'givo the girl. Man is so iinxious to overlook 
faults in the woman ho loves — he/ore marriaije. 

"Sho seemed to think more of you, senor, than any man slio 

I was ready to forgive tho fcliow after those words. I hegau 
to regret that I had injured him. 

" How many men have you roblied in tho house? Answer mo 
truly, for your lifo depends upon it." 

" And liavo you murdered them after taking (lioir money ? " 

" Wo finished (hem first, and vohhcd ihem tiftcrwai-ds, sonor ? " 

"IIow did yon induce llicm to visit the lionso?" I asked ■ 

" In the snmo manner that you were invited to coino Loro. 
Isadora acted as a decoy." 

" Was she Antonio's inislress?" I asked, nf^orsomo hositalion, 
for I feared that lils ans*ver woidd bo in tho allirnialivc. 

" No, scnor ; she refused to hitvo anything to do with him, ex- 
cept in the way of bringing people here. Slic received one third of 
tho money that we got. Antonio received one third, because ho 
owned the house and furniture ; while the other third was divided 
boiwcen Pedro, the old woman, and myself." 

" You arc corlnin that was ihe only connection between An- 
tonio and Isadora ? " I asked. 

" Yes, senor ; for the poor fcliow lias hogged and prayed io tho 
girl to marry hini, and sho has laughed at iiis [lassion." 

" Was Antonio a slave?" I ashed. 

"No, senor; he inirchnsed his libcrly five years since, with 
money he dre^v in a lottery." 

"Are you a slave?" 

" I am, senor, and live with my master about half a mile from 
Iwro," 
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"Can I find IsnOora liy descending (lie slnivs, tlii'oiigli tlio 
wardrobe?" I asked. 

" Yes, sciiov, if sliB has not fleJ from Ihe lionse." 

I seined Iho light, and dcicrmincd to comnionce my exiiloraliona 
without deluy, for I was anxious to sco tho girl, and upbraid hot 
for tier tvcaohery, and iJion, perhaps, forgive licr. 

I entered the wardrobe, and saw before mo a (light of 
stall's, whieli were vciy stoop and very narrow, I cantionsly 
descended, and upon reacliiug the landing, found that I was 
stamling in a small closet, largo enoiigli to bold tliico per- 
sons by close ])aekiag, I looked bard for a door, but none 
was to be found; and while I was tbus occupied, saw many 
stains of blood upon fiic floor and stairs. I did not feel in 
the least diatiu-bed, as I knew that I could break through a win- 
dow up stairs, in ease I did not find an outlet from the closet ; so, 
wilh as much composnro as if I liad been upon the deck of tho 
Coqiielle, I conlinncd my investigation for a sccrot panel, and at 
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mined to leave the house without delay. 

I set my lamp down, and H'aJked to one of (ho windows in (ho 
back part of the house. It was not sccui'cd, and as soon as I 
raised it I dropped to Iho ground, and found (hat I was iu tho 
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garden, eoncoaled by oraHj;o trees, wliieli grow in iirofusion nonr 
the bouse. I listened allentivcly for a momeiil, but only iho 
wind, aigiiing throiis'' f'C branches was to bo heard. Then I 
attirled foi' a hedge wliich bordeiud on ihe i-oad, Biid wilh a nimble 
Iciip clenrcd it, and com me need my walk Tor Ilavitna, nearly 
three miles diatiint, nnd pust ten o'clock in llie evening. 

Just as I WHS congriilntnliiij; myself on my good fortune I saw 
balf ft do/eu lights ou the road ahead of mc, and thonnht I 
ouU 1 s „ h the chisli of arms. I ciiiisidercd it ivns best 
to k all sec re, ami not trust to chance; so I concealed my- 
self 1 y tl o s le of the roiid, and tlioiiglit that I would wait 
I I c c o 1 pflf-sed. I hint barely got under cover of sonio 
b si es Ic ho tights and people carrying them nciircd me, 
ftu I to y prise I counted no less than six soldiers, armed 
V 1 ke s and at their bead marched a ferocious-looking 

aor^c nl a I ly bis side the slave wbn bad boon iiilrnstod with 
gal g I e o Iside of the bonso while bis comrades performed 
their work within. 

" You heard two shots," the sergeant said, addressing the ncgTO. 

" Two, sonor, and then groans. I did not enter the house for 
fear I should share ibo fate of those wbo were wiihiu." 

" liuKtio. Yon did right ; and if wo lake him, you shall bo re- 
warded ; but if yon bavo given ns this long tramp for nothing, you 
had lictler have a care of your back, for the men will tickle it." 

" You will be convinced, senor, that I have spoken the ti'ulb, 
for 1 beard a woman scream and then saw bor leavo the hoiise." 

1 wailed until the soldiers were out of hearing, and then lea 
my place of concealment, and conlinned my way towards the city 
as fast ns I conhl walk. I met with no intcrrnption nnlil I 
reached the gnard'house, which stood just upon the outskirts of 
the city, where I knew I should bo challenged if 1 attempted 
to pass, and possibly detained nnlil moiniing. To avoid this, I 
struck across a field and gained a street thai led mo towards the 
I'lftun, which I know if I found, I coidd easily reach tho caf6 
wborc niy now friend Francisco was to await my arrival, although 
I bud hut faint hopes of flndhig him at that late hour. I soon 
reached the cafe l^■here I had left Spaniard, and to my joy found 
him eating ices and smoking cigars, surrounded by tlireo men 
about as old as himself. 

'' /V''» Amerii-Miio I '* my friend exclaimed, us tioon as be saw 
me, making room for mo by bia ^ide. 
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lie inliwlttcrcil tne (o his friends, ami my arrival was the sigiml 
for fresh hollies of wine, more ei^ars anil ices. 

" Come," cried Fmiieisco, iifier I hail drank a {"tass of wine, 
" give us the history of your ailventuro, unless yon are bound lo 
keep cvcryttiinjj secret, in ivliich ease wo liiivo no (luestioiis to ask." 

" I'crhflps what I have lo say should bo (old you alone," I re- 
plied, " and then if you tliink it is proper to speak more fully, I 

will do I^G." 

Tho others bowed, as tlioiigli they had no ohjecliou to sneh n 
course, aud takin;; Francisco aside, I related llie scenes tlirongh 
which 1 had passed. He lisrcued most atlonlively, but did not 
intciTupt nio by a word mitil 1 had concluded, and thou ho com- 
mended nie for my prudence, and congruHilated mo on my escape. 

" I laughed when you left me Ihis forenoon," ho said i " but it 
was because I thought that the only danger yon would cm-oiinter 
would he the loss of a few ounces. Hut this is serious, and shows 
tho fiirl has comincnced a new game and an evil ono." 

"Kutwhat am I to do?" 1 asked. "Iran great risk in re- 

" Wo must meet (lie charges which tlicy hi-ing against you at 
once," said Francisco, "and keep the police quiet. Wo have no 
time lo lo.-io if wo iulcnd to act. You must come with us." 

" Itiit where?" 

" To tho house where the shooting occurred," 

" Jlut there is danger of my being arrested," I urged. 

" l>on't fear on that account. My friend and inysulf have some 
iitfle influence with the police." 

After tolling my story, eaeh man extended his hand and pressed 
mine warmly. 

" Fear nothing," Ihcy said. " We are bound togerbcr by no 
conmion lies, and what Francisco advises is for (be best." 

Wu started to find a vohinic, and did not have far to go to 
obtain one that suited us. While we rallied along my eompan- 
ions were anxious to hear furlhcr particulars. I told them all, and 
while thoy listened in astonishment, all were anxious to see tho 
revolver which had performed its work so thoroughly. I handed 
them the pistol, and by the time nlJ had seen it hy ihc aid of tho 
lamp which tlie volanio carried, we had reached (ho guard-house, 
and were slopped hy a ehai'p challenge. Our driver waited pa- 
tiently milil ii sergeant, with ii lantcru in his hand, advoQCcd lo 
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" Ilrtilo, Fmlm ! wtiut is (lie meaning of il.is? " asked l-'iaiioiseo. 

" All, sonor, a tniii'dur has been cominillcd at llie casa Tafrala, 

and wo avo luokiiig sharp lor Ihosc who did tho deed," replied the 



" ]Jiili, and did you expect to find tlicm coining from Havana?" 
asked Fiancisco. 

" It ia lifii-d to tell, sonor, ivlici-c to look for the ono wo seok." 

" Well, ^¥o shall slop al the Tnfraia and sec how things look. 
You BFO satisfied that wo have done no ill?" 

"The saints forbid, sonor, lliat yon should kill, nnless in a fair 
duel, and then may you always triumph. Good night, and a safo 

In ten minutes time we had reached the liousc and slopped. 
Liglits wore flaahiTig from every window, and at. tho front door ivc 
could SCO a soldici' armed (villi musket and swonl to jirevcnt ac- 
cess to, or egress from, the building. Wo aliglitEd from the 
volanle, ami walked slowly up tlio avoniio leading to tlic house ; 
bnt when within a rod ol' the sentinel ho covered us with his 
muskel, and eltallcnged. 

" Who comes?" he asked ; and his challenge brought two or 
thi'co of his companions to ihc door. 

" Friends," replied Francisco. 

" W(! know no friends here," was fho answer. " Stimd where 
yon are until yon can give an account of youi'Sclf." 

The sentry spoko to one of his comrades, and the latter hurried 
off, and relnrned in a few niimitcs with his coinmaudiiig ollicor. 
lie had a pen in his mouth, as if ho had been interrupted while 
writing, 

" WJio wishes to sec mo?" ho asked, advancing towards ua 
rather cautiously, as though he feared a surprise. 

" A few of your old friends, Kcrgcanf, Don't you recollect lis? " 

" ]>iablo, can 1 ever forget yon ? Have you not played wild 
pranks enough in the city to make mo remember you for life?" 
was the ans\ver. 

•' lint wo have always paid for them like cavaliers, have wo 
not?" Francisco asked. 

" The faints be praised, bitt you have, .so I have no fanll fo 
find. What do yon want hero at this hour of the night?" 

"We hcai-d a rumor that blood had been shed, and wo arc 
anxious to sec it. liesides, wo learn that a pretty girl is somo- 
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how mixcil ii|> in the iiiaKcr, and we wftut to see licr, and do licr 
a service." 

" 1 KMpposc SO," iniittci'ed llio Rcrgcnnt. " Yoii youngsters are 
always luiving your eyes towards the women, and wc honest I'el- 
JoHS of iho anny doii'l. statu) a dmncc when you tind yonr money 
eomc in si^^lit. Hut tlierc is no show for you iici-c, sonor, I can 
telt yoH ; tor iho girl is a prisoner, and wiU bo kept as one uiili! 
wanted as a ivitnoss." 

" Thai is tho very reason wo desire to see her ; for lioiv do yciii 
know but wc can tlirow sonic light on tlic matter, and assist you 
in the investigation ? " asked I'Variciseo. 

" If you can do that, I shuit (hink you are of some use in llio 
world, for all (liat wo have to work upon now is ^vhal a slave lella 
lis ; that the man who fired the pistol is an Amerieau, and a dcs- 
pci-titc one at thai. The girl whom I expcelcd to get full pai-- 
ticnlars from, rofn.^cs to utter one word that will give us a scent. 
But wo shall liud him before many days have {lasscd, or set tha 
police of Havana down as of uo nsc." 

" Wo did that some time ago," b'l'ancisco replied, with a laugh, 
"lint come, old friend, don't keep us wailiuy hero all night, 
when wo can he otiionvisc employed, and in doing sonic good. 
Let us go and sec llic parlies, and you and your comratles shall 
not be forgotten." 

Tlio sergeant appeared to lake the hint, for he touched his hat 
and smiled. In fact such an expression stole over his faco as 
would lead one to think that he cxpocled a pecuniary reward for 
jiis consent, lie lurnod and led the way towards llic house, and 
iho soldiers who were collected in the cnlry of the building 
salnlcd us in true niililary slylc, and with smiles of good humor. 
Wc cntoi'cd the house, and followed ttic sergeant to the very i'Oohi 
in which I had made such desperate lovo to Isadora in tlio aflei'- 
iioon. Frauciaco motioned me to keep in the background, aiid to 
pull my liat over my face for tho purpose of conccahnent ; hints 
which I obeyed <|uile readily. 

As wo entered (he room I saw (hat Isadora was scaled witli 
licr back lo the door, luidcr (he charge of a soldier, while on the 
floor, groaning with agony, was the negro slave whom I had 
wounde.1 in the liip two hours before. A short distance from 
him, scaled in a chair, and also guarded, was the negro i'odro, 
who had given information to the police. 
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" Now, tlieii," said tho scrgcaiil, " we w 
tcrrogitlioiis ill relation lo tins aff'iiir ; and mind, yuung woniim, 
timt you speiik llic trnlli, nnd freely, or Die worse is-ill it be for 
yon. 1 wish one of yon j^cnllumon would write down tlic aiiawera 
which we I'ctcivu; for, to toll tho trnlh, my hiiiids arc still', ftnil 
my ponmnnship none of t)ic best, I liavo comnkonccd Lite woik, 
buttiftvo made litllo iirogrcss." 

I'Vancisco vohmlcerod lo write dowti what waa desired, and (lie 
aergeiint, full of tha iin|Hiriaiico of hia eoniniissioa, began lo ques- 
tion the girl. 

"TcH me what kind of lookinj; man was the one who coin- 
piittcd the deed!"' the -soldier askoil. 

" 1 Oi>ii'l know," was the i-eaponsQ. 

" Was ho tall or short ? " 

" I have forgoKcn." 

"Was he dark or fair?" 

" I did not notice." 

" What couiKvymnn was he?" 

" He spoke .Spimish like a Hpmitard." 

" Was he a Spaniard? " 

» I doLi'l know." 

" 111 what direction did he fly?" 

" 1 did not notice. I was loo torririoil," 

" How came Ihc ninrdercr hero?" 

" lie stopped at (be honso for a ylass of water, and Ihon asked 
the privilege of remaining all night, complaining that he fell sick." 

" Did ho carry olT valuables when he fled from tho house?" 

" I ihiiik not." 

Tho sergeant, despainn;^ of receiving any infonnaliou of value 
from Iho girl, lurned lo the wounded negro for the purpose of 
ijucstioning hhn, II was necessary to move ihe sliive a trifle, so 
that a view conUI be obtained of ills face; and when this was 
doiio, and the crowd had fallen back, tho wounded mau looked 
anxiously around the room, until his eyes foil upon me. In spite 
of his wound, and the jiain under which he labored, he Btruggled 
to sit ercel, and pointed with his hand at me, shouting, — 

" There is the mui'dcrer ! " 

Isadora alarted to her feet, and uttered a faint scream ; and the 
soldiers, to prevent my escape, if I had been so disposed, closed the 
door and stood bcibre it. I was not taken by surprise, for i had 



expoclcd p«cii a dciioticmont, oiiil wns nerved lo meet it. The ser- 
piiant lookcil HsioTiislied hihI confniiiiiicd. lie liimily know whal 
to do or BRy nndcr llio eircimistaiiccs, and turned to Francisco 
for fidvice. 

" Is the scnor a friend of yours?" ho asked, 
" lie is ft friend of mine and the gcntlomcti present." 
" Wltat reply can lie make to (he charge thus brought against 
liitn?" the oHiccr asked. 

" Let IIS lli-st fmd out tvhat charge is brought against him. A 
Blavc Itns accused hini of murder. Lot the slave produce his 

"That is right. Let (ho slave te!l what he known regardhig 
the senor," tlio sorHcant said, turning to the wounded man. 

" llo enmo to llie house to-day in search of the young lady, 
and was invited to stop ail night," Die fellow replied, stilt keeping 
his eyes lixud upon nic, as though fearful 1 should vanish from 
liis sight, "lie wanted tlio lady as a companion, hut when ^ho 
refused, and called u[)on Antonio and myself for assistance, ho 
drew his pistol, and killed Antonio and wounded me. Then ho 
fled." 

" Arc yon sure thitt yon speak the truth ? " asked llio sergeant. 

"ftlay the saints never pardon me, senor, if 1 speiik not tho 
truth. Ask the lady if ho is not the one." 

" Well Ihonght of," cried tho olltcer, with a nod of niiprohation. 
" Woman, look uj)ou the nnm, and fell me if you ever saw him 
before ? " 

" Hoes tho American senor desire me to tell all?" she asked, 
raising her voice, and looking me full in tho face with her great, 
black eyes. 

" I desire you (o speak the truth," I said, answering for tho first 

" Well, I will do so ; not for tho purpose of saving my life, bnt 
yours. You followed me homo, and I encouraged yon to re- 
main ; tho negro who was shot, tho one who lies lliero woiuulod, 
and the one who sought safely by giving information (hat mur- 
der bad been commilled, woi'c all leagued together for thu pui-- 
pose of robbery." 

" Diablo, but (his grows iutorcstiug," interrupted the sergeant. 
"Ilftvo you written all down?" addressing Francisco, who was 
wriling. 
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" All. Lei lier contimio," was llic aiisiver. 

"Oo oil, lliiJii." 

" We hail <lono such Ihtngs befoi-c, and wliuii resistance was 
made, Antonio and hia companions have not iiesilotcd to commit 
murder." 

" It is a lie 1 " gioiiiied ll)c woimdcd man. " Sho is trying to 
ehieJd her lovcv." 

" Silence !" roni-cd the sergeant. " Yonr time will come by 
and by." • 

" Aiilouio thoiigbt I liad a fancy for the A^ncrican gentle- 
man, and lie dctci'inincd not only to rob him, but lo take his life. 
I pleaded, in hopes that lie would avoid slieddin;; blood, aud the 
ncgi-o half promised that my wish should be gvalificd. It was 
I who wished to (ly willi (he senor, and leave Iho compimy in 
whieli he found me." 

" 'i'rnilress I " groaned the wounded slave. " I wish that we 
had strangled you before wo went up stairs." 

"Tlio American was not asleep, as they expected, and was 
armed, which was more than I auiicipated. He saw two men 
enter Ins room, and used his pistol. I (led from the house for 
fear that ho would kill lue during liis rage, and luiw 1 ask for no 
mercy tor what I have done. Oihcrs may beg as they please; 
but as for myself, I can die, if necessary," 

" liy the saints, but this is a marvellous story I " exclaimed the 
Bergeant. 

" And you believe it —-do you not?" asked Francisco. 

The odicer scratched his head, and then lighted a fresh cigar, 
two things which lie was profiuient in. 

" Dill I not tcH you that wo could throw sonic liglit upon the 
matter?" Francisco asked. " My friend told ine the whole cir- 
cumstance, and 1 infornjcd him that he must return aud give an 
account of the matter, or the Ctiban police would liud him, let 
him hide where ho would. Was I not right?" 

"Now, by the saints, but that is the lir.st sensible word I 
have heard you nttor to-night," cried the sergeant, swelling whli 
pride. '■ lie conld only have escaped us by leaving tlio island, 
but it would never liavo answorcil lor him lo return. ^\'e arc 
keen on a scent as a bloodhound." 

Francisco laughed in a quiet manner, and his friends foilowod 
his example. 
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" Well, \that do yon pvopoac fo do ? " ftskcd Francisco, after a 
niomeiiE's piniso, adiircssing tliu sergeant. 

" To ittkc all tlic parlies lo Ilnvana and lock thorn np," nil* 
Bwcrcd the Kcrgoaiit, promptly. 

" With two exceptions. " 

" Name tl c 1 11 oil 

" My Irie I ll c V ic a ! i „ II go free." 

"But don I ■vo lor a 1 ll a Hoy c i jl Ucd — tliiit 

they innst be elf o r t 1 ll o h ^e t 

" No, I do le it I a y s ct ll ^ a I o won't iifter 

milled? Sic e to % el } I c a I o c ]Jiil slio 

rnifio her h« 1 a^ t 1 y n c :■ 1) I 1 i rob liim? 

IJc lilts !hb 1 o V o 1 s 1 so 1 kc^ o CO | laiut. What 

has she done? Wlij si c s „ I j ol 1 g loo miiuli bciiiiiy ; 
but ihot is not a cri c S| si co t '. -Siio is tlierefbro 

cviduiilly entitled to 1 1 cl n*' 11 sy cmiiiot deny." 

The sergeant roso c ! to 1 ■* oil d l^c hen he was piix/.lcd. 
IIo scratched his hca I 1 1 a' c 1 trcsl „ar. 

"In regard to iiij jo „ f e 1 Ice I ranciseo continued, 
<* he defended his lite when attacked ; and where is Ibo (Spaniard 
who would not do the same ? If Ihorc is one in Ibis room, let him 
speak ? " 

The soldiers ninrmnrcd their applansc, and the sergeant began 
to relax his rigid fcalnres. llo looked al Francisco, and the lat- 
ter looked slcadily at the warrior. 

" No, no, it won't do," miirniiii'cd the soldier, in reply lo some 
secret sign on Ihe part of my friend. " I nni willing to help yon 
whenever I can, but in this instance the ri^k is too groa!." 

" l!nh 1 yon are growing liiiiiil in yotir old ago, 1 should jndge, 
or else yon don't know your own interests, nor care for those of 
the soltliers midcr yonr charge." 

There was n movomeui on Ihe part of the men that looked as 
Ihongh ihey were inclined lo think (ho same way. The sergeant 
hesitated, but It was a feeble sort of hcsitalion that Frahcisco was 
dcternuiicd to take ndvanlago of. 

" Come, let us have a quiet talk logolhcr in anoiher room," 
my friend said, rising and taking the sergeant by the arm, and 
nodding to me to follow. 

The soldiei' made no rcsislauce, but he left orders (hat no ono 
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v/aa to leave ttio lioiiso, or be ndmiltcd ilitriiig liis tibsciice. As 
soon as WD readied a room where no coiilil bo alone, FraiicUeo 
openoil lliC con vers 111 ion. 

" My fi'lciui," Iio said, " 1 am going to give you six ounces of 
gold for assisting us," 

" I Hill stii'c I am gind to lliiiik that such is to bo the case. Ono 
onucc I sliaH give to llie saints, and the rest lo the poor." 

" Bah ! yon will give none to ihc snints, and all lo llio wine- 
b1io|)3 ; lint tliiit is no concern of ours. My fiioiul here innst go 
clear, and no snspicions created that lie was evor concerned in 
this affair. You understand?" 

Tho sergeant nodded and smiled. Ho even licld out bis baud 
for llio money. 

" Another condition is that tbc girl goes with us," ndiled Fran- 

" Dlahlo I that is asking ton ninch," muttered llio soldier. 

" Stitpid ! don't I leave the negroes, and >\\\ thai you can lliid 
in the house. Arc not two onoiigb Xo satisfy justice? I have 
only (o speak to your siiporiors, and what I ask would bo done. 
You know it." 

" l!y the saints, but what you say is true. Give me \\\a 
money and go. Say nothing to tbe lucii. I will divide wiili 

Ife turned lo leave Ihc room, but I dotaiucd him. 

" If the girl i-cfiises to go with me, I sliall not ask for ber re- 
lease. Let that bo nmlerstood between ns," 

" Of course. Make what bargain you please with her." 

" Isadora," I said, " seating myself close beside Jier, so that no 
one odiild bear my remai'ks, " if I should pardon tlio wrong that 
yon have done mo, and should get your discbai'gc, would you go 

" I will," sbe replied, without tliO least hesilaliou. 

" And will yon be true to me ? " 

" May tho saiuls curse me, if I am not," was her answer. " You 
ftrc the only man I ever lovod. I liavo sinned, but let my devo- 
tion lo you atone lor il. I will go with yon." 

" Weil, what does (he woman say? " iniorriipled Ibe sergeant, 
*' If she speaks at alt, i! must bo quick. Time is precious." 

" She will go with me," I answered. 

I led Isadora lo a carriage, the sergeant accompanying us 
with a laulcru. 
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" You need fear no more (rouble in this oiise," tlio solilioi- Kniil. 
" If onr men slionlii meet you on tlie street, tliey will not rccog- 
iiizo you, but you must not feci offeudci:! on tlint s<iore," 

I proniiseel that I woulii not, iiml with Isailoni und Fraucisco 
ill tlie volaTite, it slurtcd Eowai'ds lliivtina. Tlicro was no conver- 
sation until tlie volanfe slojipcd at the bciul of the mole, where I 
got out and ntiststed Istidora lo alij;lil. Half a do/en bonis ■wcvo 
l)'i:ig at tlie end of the mole, wailing for pasHengcvs, and I intended 
to take one anil pull on board of the Coquette without delfty, but a 
fuiv woi'da from Francisco altered my resolution. 

" 1 don't want to [lersuadc you lo act agiuii.st your will," he said, 
" but if you will follow my advice, it is to renuiin on shore, and 
6ce Murphy in the morning. He will noi fcol li^ht to-night, and 
nmy .'fty words that you will resent. I wili take you to a quiet 
ciile, where you can feel at home, and act as you pluaso," 

I thought of the matter for « moment, and eoneludcd lliat Fran- 
cisco WHS right. Wc again entered (bo volume, and drove to a 
B(reet (hat led lo the I'laxa. It was n narrow and unpretending 
looking thoronghlaro, and the house befoio which wc stopped had 
a cigar store on the ground floor, hut the only customer was the 
projM'ietor, and lie was pulling away most vigorausly. 

" Hallo, Don Hehnstiaii," called Francisco, from the volanfe, 
"canyon give a getitlenuin and lady quarters for ft few days?" 

Don Kcbastiim emitted one or two whilt's before hn gained hia 
feet and came towards »s. 

" Have you rooms unoccupied, Don Sebastian ?" asked Fraa- 

Tho cigar vender, instead of replying, looked hard at Isadora, 
and then at me, with hia bead on one side, and bis cigar in full 
blast. 

"Is he sbippod?" asked the tobncconisl, pointing with hia 

°' Yes." 

" Married? " he continued, nodding his bond. 

" How should 1 know ? " Fi'ancisco replied. 

" Hum — yes, I have rooms, as good aa can be found in Ha- 
vana. They can have them, cigars included, for thirty dollars a 
week. IIow is that? Is it not obeap?" 

" I take tbem," I cried, getting out of tlio vehicle, and assisting 
Isadoia. 
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" Coft'cc or diocolale nt seven, brcnkriist at Icn, ciiniicr at four, 
tea and coft'co at nine," repented tlic cigar man, wllli Jiis liuiul 
slill Oil Olio side, mid iiot tlie least excited ttt Ihc iicceploneo of liia 
tei'iiig, 

" All rij^ht ; lead llic way to Ihc room," I said. 

lie made no reply, but went oiF sideways in a llioiightfid maa- 
ncr towards tfie rooms whicii we were to occiii>y. 

Jnsl at that rnonieitt a fierce cry was lieiird in tlic alrcct, and 
we listened atlenlivcly. 

" Deafh to tbc fillilinstci's ! " was the yell ; and it was taken up 
null slioulcd iti tlio streets aiul from (lie windows, and from every 
wine and cigar sliop Hint was open al lliat lale hour. 

We rushed lo the windowH, and cvoii Ipjidora phiccd herself by 
my side, as (hough anxious to hear whjtt wa« going on in the city. 

"]>calli to los Americanos I Ocalii (o llie lillibtistcrs ! " were 
the cries, lio\vlcd out by poor wretehes, who seemed to havo 
s(arted into life from the gutlcrs, so ragged and fierce did they 

" Can you give me an explanation," I asked of Francisco. 

" T suppose (bat a parly of your countrymen has paid ua a visit 
for the purpose of rcvoliitioniKiiig the island. Ah, (hero goes an 
ftcquiiintancc of mine, I will ask for the news." 

lie shouted to his friend, and (ho latter hailed for a inomeut to 

" Five liimdj'od filHbuslcrs captured, and two hmidrod killed." 
And oll'the fellow went to report iu some other <piai'(er. 

" Hy countrymen arc mifortimate," I said, *' I must act na<iu 
American, and see what I can do for tiiem. Will you go with 
me?" 1 asked of Francisco. 

'' No," ho replied, very (tiiietly, " for we could do no good, and 
you might injure yoiu-solf much. It Is no time for Americans to 
be seen on the slrcots. Do you hear (bat cry?" 

"Death to (ho Americans 1 Death lo the fdlibuslers I " was 
shoiiled in (he s(rcet. 

I could not help confessing that ivhat my friend had said was 
true, and I relinquished my plan of seeking the fillibusters. Wo 
left (ho window to drink foH'eo, wliieh my landlord bad placed 
on the table, but still in (ho streets we could hear thai tcrriblo 
cry, ~ 

" Dealh to the Amoricims 1 Death (o (be fillibuatera!" 
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" 1 win enll (luring tlio forenoon," I'VaiK 
fl cup of eolfuc, " fiml in tiio mean lime 1 \ 
iie.'^s. Gooil iiighl." 

lie wa^ goTic, am! Isadora ami myself \ 
laiiillorii iiiul relircil lo his shop, anil wa 



SCO said, after Inking 
isli you iiuicli ha]>jii' 

cro left alone, for tho 
ciin'j'iog on a brisk 
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It whh nljout six o'clock tlic iioxt morning when tlic tobuccoiiiat 
knocked nt my iloor, ami informed mc that cofTcc was on Ilie table, 
and awaitwl my pleasure. I took no notice, so al nine o'clock 
tliero was a pomtding upon (lie door tliut did not rcseniblo tlio 
gutiilo knocks of my landlord. It was Murphy ; hnt ho*v had lie 
diMco\'ored my rctreal at so early an hour? 

" Wliat brings you on shore?" I asked. 

" Wliy, to tell yon the news. A parly of fillibitstcrs 1ms been 
liiken, down on tlic east coast, and half a down of (licm are to ho 
garrulcd on the Plana this forenoon. Do you want to see llio 
execution, or had you rather stay away?" 

" At what time does it lake place?" I asked, 

" At eleven, niid it is half past nine now. Soldiers are already 
marching lo the I'hiKn, and taking up positions." 

" I will go with you, but first sit down and lake a cup of coft'ee 
with me. l!y that time I shall bo ready," I replied. 

" ISut where is the female? "VVhcrc is the craft that hoisted 
false colors, and led you into llio cnoiny's liavbor? Let mc liavo 
a fair look at her (igtirc-licad and bniUl." 

Just that moment Isadora, looking as bcauHfnl as Venus, en- 
tered the room. Tlic captain stai-icd to liis feet, and bowed in 
silent admiration. lie supposed that she was some lady Con- 
nected wilh the house. 

" 8ay, Jiobert," llic captain exclaimed, in a whisper ; " what 
a tigure-licad and Imll i lilast nic if she ain't a full rigged clipper, 
and no mistake. Wjiut a van, and what counters I" 
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" llow wfiuid yon like to anil with siidi a craft? " I nskcd. 

" LortI I " ho groaned, " the lliouglit of it tnkcn my brcatli 
owny. If sho ivouM sny RpUco, I would give a yctiv's |my, and 
(liiiik inyppIC a liii|ij)_v ninn." 

' And yoti woiikl leave tlie son?" I ai-kcd. 

" No, I don't ,my tliHf I woidd do lluil ; but I would fake her 
Avitli me, and never lose sij^lit of her," 

" Captain," I said, taking Isadora liy llio linnd, and speaking 
ii) Spanish, " let me inti-oducc to you my all'uiily." 

" Your what?" roared Miirjihy, 

'' Jly ndiuiiy," I repealed, 

" Your nll'mity? And what in the dcvH'a name is Ihat?" 

" Why, the girl for whom I have a wavm nt(achmenl,and who 

" iluinpii ~ that's aiilnity, is it? WcH, I've heard it called by 
many names, but if ail'mity only brings you together, I s'poso that 
it's as good a name as any." 

The captain, while drinking his coffee, could not remove his 
eyes from Isnilora's face. 

" Well," ho said, at length, " you have taken a prize, and t 
showhl valno her more than a hundred niggcra, in prime order. 
But now (hat you have got her, what are you going lo do with 
her?" 

This was the topic which I had desired (o broach. 

" I will tell you what I propose to do," I said at length, speak- 
ing slow and distinct. " I intend to resign my berth on board 
the Coquette, and enjoy myself on shore." 

" The devil you do ! " cried the captain, turning very red in the 
face. 

" Woiihln'l you do (lie same lliing?" I asked. 

" No, by (htindcr ! I wonid not ruin myself for \ on I v 
ing. Arc you croKy? Ain't you making monoy tc ( t f st 

as yon can make it in tho merchant service?" 

The captain grew warm, and walked the roon as tt o {,1 | o 
the qnavtei'-deck of the CoqncKo. Isadora did i ot 1 si I 
tho English language, but she know that wo were tk lot 

her, and she cnmo and placed herself by my side, a I le I 1 o 
my shoulder. 

" IIullo! Darn me, if sho is not beating h| (o 1 a I 
Murphy said, looking at tho very pleasing picture whieh wo 
furtticd. 
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" Tliat is the way wc shiill ahvaya sail togcllier," I replied j 
" for II gooil consort to foil back niton, is like !i jiort in a storm," 

Tlic ciiptaiii took A t^cat at (ho tiiblo, atul called for h third cup 
of coflco. 

"Arc yoii really in earnest in this maltcr?" he naked ; "or 
what do you want? More pay? If so, say llio word, and you 
shiill liHvc it. Hut don't leave me in this way, 'cos I like yon; 
and recoltcet how yon slnck to mc when llitii old cleptutnt was 
close upon my heels. Say what yon want." 

" Well, hi Itic Hrsl place, I won't part with Isadora at any rate." 

"Go on," Hi'w^^'ctl the captain, grinding his tec I h, and auji- 
pressing an oath. 

" In Ihc next place, if I go in the <;oi^iiet!c, Isadora will go 
with mo." 

" Tlio devil she will I " thundered Murphy, witli a Ktiirt of as- 

" On no other gmnnda will I leave Havana." 

The captiUn sprung lo his feet, and walkod llic room, without 
spciiking a word. 

" Well, your answer?" I said, quite calmly. 

" lint think of the danger ihal she will be exposed fo. Fever 
and hloodshed are pwt pknsing companions for a woman," Mur- 
phy replied. 

" She is willing to cndui-c all for my sake," I iinswerod. 

" Then for Heaven's sake, let lior go with us ; but she must pass 
as your sister or wife, lo pi-ovent the crew from being uncivil." 

I told Isadora (be result of the interview, and then took my 
hat. Slic Inmg upon my arm, and aronnd my neck, na though 
she feared to trust my person from her pi-esenco, even for a nio^ 

" Do yon forgive mo for my eontlnet yesterday ? " she asked. 

"Of course I do," I rophcd, pressing her lo my heart, and 
kissing her led lips. 

" And yon will ever lovo me? " she whispered. 

" Always," I said, most fervently ; and 1 thought bo nt the 
time, and was sincere in wliat I then said. 

I look Mnrpby's arm, and we reached the street. 

" Tell me, in the name of all that is pood aad holy, how you 
have managed to make thai girl lovo yon so? " 

I iiingbed, ami made no reply. 
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" I envy yOH," 5[iiP|)liy CTiiitinucd. 

"Ilmvonodouhtoril." 

" Francisco lohi nic tliis moniiisg somclbing of your priuika 
In«t night. Now give iiic lite whole acconiit." 

As we walltcii ulnng lliroiigU the slrccts, which wci'c crowded 
with pcojilo, nil hiivrying lownrds lUc I'hiKa, I gave Minphy a 
detailed siHtemcnt of the mat(er. We driflcd along wilh the cur- 
rent, sometimes inecliiig with scowling faces, and being sliariily 
scrutiiiiKed by wretches who would have shed oiir blood as freely 
as wilier if they had known wc wcic Anicricitns. IJnl it was for 
nur interest to puss as Englishmen ; and whenever a Cuban, more 
inqnisitnc thin hii fellows, qiRslioni,d ns, «c wonld ^ivc Iheiii a 
specimen of Ihilish nn[niduscc, and it «as saMsfaUoij 

Wc conld he'll cuts of Di,alh to the fillibnstcis -denlh!" 
cicu fioni the 1 la/a and «c tonlil see the ciowd sm^mg to and 
fio «hik long lines of bijoncls ghlteiul in lln, snii, and Iho 
sliains of a military bund could be bund, when not diowucd by 
the (IciLO shouts of iht cio»d who W(.ie (linstin^ toi blood, and 
would liked to 1 ave seen it iiin in toi rents llion„ii Ibo Bli'cels. 
\\ c made oui waj fclo«lj tbioii^h ihc ciowd, taking „ood care 
to oft(,nd no oni il possible but luM as wp u ipliid the bnildiiig 
which fiontcd the I lii/a «hcto Mniphj had stcuiel vtits nl a 
window a daik lon„ liaiicd uiUih, Milh toin shut and blood- 
sbiit eyes, rushed towards ns. 

" You are Americans ! " he shouted, slcpping in from of ns, and 
flourishing a long knife. 

The cry iillraclcd atlenlinn, and in a second wc were in the 
centre of a confused group, every man of thcin carrying a knife 
that looked as though sharpened expressly for murderous work. 

" Wc aro ICnglishmen," 1 replied, as cabiily as possible. 

" Death to the Americana! Death to the fillibnslera I" cried 
the man who hati first obstructed our |)a(h. 

The crowd re-echoed the cries, and pressed towards us, flonrisli- 

" Death to the Americans ! " shouted (lie leader of the gang ; 
and aimed a blow at Murphy's breast, which would htivc liiken 
efl'eet had I not struck up his arm, while Iho knife passed over the 
captain's shoii liter. 

In an instant Murphy grasped the fellow around liis waist, 
raised him from the ground as easily as though he was u child, 



Bnd (iRslicd liini wpoii Ms ndvoiiciiig fiomrmles, who siuMenty re- 
coiM uiider the siiofrk, and Ihus gitvo us a Tew minutes' tiino 10 
prcpiiro oiii'solvcs for tlic iitlnck which svc mil id paled. 

" Death to iho Aiiicrioihs -— dealh I " was tho cry, na the fel- 
low |)ickcd liimscif from ihc gutrer, and sought for liis kiiifo which, 
fovHiimlely, had fnlteti from his IihihI. 

" Deiilh to tlio Americans ! " tho crowd respoiidctl i and bright 
blades gtillercd in the sun, and were waved menacingly towards ixn. 

Vi'e had our revolvers in our pockets, but we knew wlmt tho 
penally would bo if wc used lliciu. Ouee I thought that I would 
test iho eflicicncy of gunpowder and ball, and (iru npon tho ad- 
vancing rufllans ; but Jlurjihy stopped me. 

"It ain't time for the biirkcrs," he said. "If wc must sell 
trtU' lives, wc can do so Ity and by. I.ct mo see if I can't managa 
them lirsl." 

Wo edged away so that wo got our backs to (lio wall, and 
thus proveiUcd an altack in tho rear j and wlioii wc »nw Ihitt tlio 
crowd was encircling us, and graduntly drawing nearer and nearer, 
Iho most cowardly ninong them, gathering courage from our 
quicsccut stale, Alurphy thougjit that the tiiiio had nrrJvcd for 
litni to speak. 

" Cubans," he shouted, " wo are Englishmen, and belong to 
the man-of-war now in port, llewaro how you lay a finger upon 
tho queen's subjects. Our deaths will be fearfully avenged." 

The ruHlaus stopped in their advanced course, and looked at 
CBCholhcr for counsel. 

" Cry death (o the fillibusfers, ami ivo shall holiovo you," tho 
rufliaii, wliom AIiir|)hy had overthrown, said. 

"Is that all you want?" the captain bellowed. " Don't you 
see that wo are of your mind, by being here to witness the death 
of the rascals. What more would you have?" 

" Nothing more. Wc arc friends with tho Kuglish." 

The ruflians left us to pursue our course, but wo could hear 
(hem shout at various limes as they sought for victims. 

Wo passed up a flight of steps, and knocked at a door, which 
was opened by a Cuban, who was ohi, gray, and wrinkled. 

" You are late, senors," ho said, as we cntero<l. 

" Yes i a few of your countrymen took it into ihcir heads that 
our hides wanted vemilating," jltlnrphy replied. 

"The boys arc lively (his morning," the Cuban said, with a 
grim smile ; aud ofl'cied us cigars and a glass of wine. 
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There was a siiildeii sliont, liko llio liowl of M'ild Ijciisls, from 
tlio ti'owd, and wc Jookcil from a winilow nnd saw wliat ocea- 
sioiicd it. 

In tlio centre of llic Plaxa a large plnlform had been creeled 
(Inriiig llio iiighl, and on it wure four H[>riglii jioats, or wlial rc- 
semljicd Ihc siime from the position wc occtijiicil. Around tliis 
jiiiitforin was a regiment of soldiers. Xliey were di'awii u]t iu iho 
form of a square ; niu\ wlml was singular, instead of fiieing llio 
pititlbrm, llic troops froulcd tlic crowd, and tield tlieir inuskols 
roiidy lijudcd and liityouots in place. 

The Tioise which )(ilru<;ted our attention was tlie cutraiico upon 
llio I'laisa of H second regimenl of fool, escorting fonr prisoners, 
who were pinioned and gtmrded by dnnhlo lines of soldiers on each 
side. Near eaeh of the unfortunate fdlihuslers walked bave- 
hendcd priests, who were ondea\'oi'ing to administer the last, rites 
of tlieiv religions creed. But lliero was one prisoner, a tall, dark 
man, with erect form and undaunted bearing, who seemed to pay 
but slight altoution to his ghostly confessor. 

" JJoatli lo the filli busters — death ! " roared the mightyorowd ; 
and it swayed to and fi'<), all anxious to get a glimpse of Gen- 
eral LopcK, whoso natno had caused such terror throughout 
the island but a few days before, when ho had landed with but 
a handful of men, ami with scant material, for the purpose of 
giving Ireedoni of speech and liberty to the Cubans; while (he 
return IhiLt was made him was desertion and cxoeratious of cou- 

As those sounds, issuing from ten thousand throats, struck the 
car of the leader, his step grew more confident, his bearing more 
bold. lie cast looks of the deepest coalempt upon the rabble, and 
even smiled when one ruifiau shouted the iuforination that his 
death was to bo speedy and terrible. His three eonipauions also 
filiowcd their fearlessness by walking without faltering, but they 
seemed more intent upon the words of the priest than earthly 
HfTairs. 

"Do you sec him?" whispered the old Cuban, wSioso room wo 
occupied, speaking to Murphy. 

" Of course I do." was the answer. 

" Docs he quail — docs he falter? God help him, and strengthen 
him. I cannot see him, for my eyes are dim, and have lost the 
power of tlicir youth. Tell ine how he looks." 
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The olfl nmn's ej-cs were iiHlec<) ilim, but iiotn'itli n^a. Tcftva 
flinvcd from ihcm, and obscured lita si^lir, 

" lie looks like a mim who is not afmid to die," was M«r- 
pliy's reply. 

" Doc* lio look at tlio crowd a* ihouyli lie soii^lit llie face of a 
fi lend •■ " llif, old ( iili iii iivkul 

"lie often ^qiiiuls Hits wuv, as though exjiectiutj a sqiiaU. 
Dili 111! makes uo vi^n tlml he c^cl knew » face before," 

"lie 13 looking foi nK,'ciii.d tlio old man, slarling up and 
walkiiij; the louui itnpiitieiilly " I told liiiii that I would receive 
liim on the Pln/jiwilh leu ihotisaml mcu. Alas! tlie men ai-o 
Iliert,, but not ihi, kiud I cvpccted Wo have been deceived, and 
moutj aud blood lia\c bicu wn-.tcd without any good result. 
Woe iH nil,! I fliould lime kuomi better. Deceived — deceived." 

" Death to the fiilibuslors— -death I " was the roar tbnt ascended 
to our window. 

" And lliesc men want lihcrly," muttered tlie old man, witli a 
shudder. " Thank the saints, all are not like thorn. If they were 
I should despair. No, some on the island must he sincere." 

Murphy looked al the old inuu with an expression of pity, btit 
made no remark. Again the drums rcsouuded aud tho Cuban 
showed his anxiety (o know the meaning of the noise. 

"The chief is atfcnipling to speak, but the drums drown his 
voice, and the crowd hears not a woi'd," I said. 

"Tho cowards! they fear Hint his words will burn like (Iro, 
and change the hearts of his enemies." 

The drums suddenly ceased, and iho old man raiseil his head 
quickly, with au inquiring look. 

" lias ho ceiwcd to speak?" lie asked. 

" He has, and all the prisouers have taken fhcir seals," replied 
Murpliy. 

"Goon," gasped the Cnban. 

" They adjust iron bands around their necks, and execu- 
tioners are waiting for the signal. The crowd is now silent as 
death, anxiouB to fcant their eyes upon tho dying struggles of tho 
prisouers. A niolhcr holds her child alol^, so that its young eyes 
may wiiness the .■spectacle, as though it was one of pleasure. 
There is the signal. The oxecnfiouers turn their levers. Tho 
chief and his comnides are dead," Murphy said, turning from the 
window with a sigh. 
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The Ciibnn mndo no I'cply. He was "jion liis knees, 'praying 
and wccjiing an tlioiigh his liciut would bioiik. 

" Courage, man," tlic capliun siiiii, laying a hand lightly U|>rm 
Ills slioulder, " With the denlh of Lopex, all hupc of fvueilom for 
Cuba is not lost. His blood is bnt seed. It will spring iii), nnd 
yet flourish." 

Ttio old man rocked his body to nnd fro, and groaned. 

" But I was Inic," he said, at length, looking up ; " I did not 
desert liim in his honr of cxti'cniity. You know tlmt I offered 
Inst night ton tbousnml dollars if his guards would pcnuit liis 
escape. Jfut they refused me. You know tliat. Sny thnt rtti 
know that I have done my duty, and lliut no slain rests upon my 

"You have done more thnn yonr duly," Murpliy snid, sooth- 
ingly. " If all wore like you, I should have no fear, liiit, un- 
forlunalely, they are not. Now keep quiet, and save your strength 
and motley until a fitting moment nifivcs ; and wlien it does, I 
hope I shall he found on your side." 

" Your advice is good, and I wilt fliink mtieh of it," theCubnn 
replied, after a short silcneo. "The saints have you in thoii- 

JIo bowed us out of the room as Ihongh he longed to ho alone. 

" Who is the old gentleman?" I asked of Murphy, when wo 
Imd gained the street, and were walking hi the direction of my 
lodging. 

" That is Don Alberto," my companion replied, sinking his 
voice to ft whisper, so that the cro\s'd could not overhear the re- 
ply. " lie has spent ihotisands of dollars for the cause, and 
would spend thousands more if a definite result were promised, or 
oven hinted at. lie is worth, or was, three millions of dollars ; 
but be is reckless of his property while [lursning the phantom 
which he is in search of." 

" IIo has lost a sou in tho cause," I said. 

" Not in the cause ; btil that loss was one thing which urged 
him to seek hidependcnec for Cuba, His son was executed for too 
freely using his tongue against the present government. He was 
a gallant young fellow, and died like a hero." 

" Yon have served the old man some time or other," I said. 

" Welt, yes ; I did do a few things wliicb lielpcU him, and I 
got my pay for all that I did." 
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lly tliis timo ivo were iienr my linigiiig, niul my liciirl beat 
quickly at the thoiijjht of njiiiiii meeting Jsndoia, allboiigli 1 liiul 
licOTi jinrtcd rioin her liiK llu-oc lioiirs. 

" You yoimg clog," llie ciijitnin saiil, " you arc trcmUiiig like a 
lopsnt! half fjlicclcd homu. You have Itikcii Iho liail, liook and 
Biuker ; but liaiig me if she is not ivorltiy of your love as lar as 
good looks nro coiiCQined, for u prettier ligure-licad I never saw." 

"We met the lobueconisl at llio door, still smoking a cigar, f.Lid 
carrying hit head on one side, as usual. 

" Ah, seiiors," ho said, "glad to sec you. lircakfast is nil 
ready, and has been lor an hoiu'. Saw the execution, I snjiposc. 
Did ificy die easy? Sad fnio, but a just one. No fillibnslers can 
livo on the soil of Cuba. We ore hai)|)y as we are, I'lenly of 
cigars, rfu^ccs, fruil, and wine. Whiit more can we ask for?" 

"Too much," imillered Murphy. " iTon lead aaeb la/.y lives 
that no cliauco (or noble thoughts can find euii-jiucc lo your 
bosoms, A few moi'e storms would j>ul energy in your blood." 

At the head of Ibe stairs was Isadora. She had heard my 
voice, and came to greet me, She canght sight of my face, 
smiled, and opened her ai-n)s, I bounded np the stairs, clasped 
her lo my bosom, and covered her face with kisses. 

The captain was easily persuaded to remain and take break- 
fast; and tlic landlord had not spoken unadvisedly, when he said 
that ho would please om* palates with something lo cat of aa 
agreeable description. Mui'phy, whose n|>petite was sharpened 
by a long fast, did justice to the fare that was spread betbre him, 
and mado himself ns agreeable as possible, 

"Ihavoouo piece ol pkasnig iniounation ' Muiph> saiil, as 
wo lighted oui cigaiB " 1 haie mana^ul to {,<.t lul of Kue/ ami 
when ^icoil howdl be Icit bthmd lliis «ill „'ivc us moii. 
loom m the cihm, and I'm col lam wdl be agiecablc to youtseU 

Ihis was ihi, Ciisi tnnc that the captam had called Isadoi > my 

siMu nud I lunit couIlis that I bhiilicd liglill> when ihi. woid 
WHS pumonnccd , toi mnih as I lo\ed mj nii-lic=i, still, fui a 
faniit) itlali-m I coii'ukied Ihal iuoth(-i soit of pci,on won!] 
bi. pif.!uahle 

Ihc ciiplim, hiMU^ some nujioit iiu <lun to illLtid to, 1 ft u?, 
and hisplati. was supphtd bi 1 lanciscn, who talkd to con^tatu- 
lalc U), and inqnnt, idei out Kenltlis 
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As ive were expeoliiig to sa'i) (he next <1ay, I cotisiilcrcd Uint 
it ivas iticumheiit upon mc (o iiiiiko ii few iirrnii^'eniuuls for Ilia 
comfort of Isadorft. Tljorc were niaiij' liiinjis to bo pnrcliacuil, 
aud mnny lUllo Inximes lo bo obliiiiiod, wliicli I kiitw would 
prove acceptable at itea ; as I consulted her lia])|)iiicas an miidt 
na my own, I oiducd a volantc, and wc drove to siivoral 
sliop3 ^vllcle female ii|ij)Hrul was to bu obtained rciidy mailo. 
I'rom Ihe m]lIinot'a wc \isitcd tlie dulce vendor, and here liailora 
nas 111 Iioi cIciDLtit Liko all women, shu preferred soinetliinjr 
sneu lo the Mib'itiintml fare of life, and ordered swuetiiicats 
enough to bme a daily supply dtirhjg ibe voyage ; ilien we eoii- 
ctiidul lo tal o a alioit rido over the cily, and aca as miu-li of it 
ns poisible during my short stay on shore. 

"Isadoia,"! -aid, as we drove along ihroiigli tlio sircels on 
OU1 nay to the coiinlrj, "you have not (old me your hisiory, or 
liliLilici )oii have fncnds reahling in liuvana. Now is a good 
op|)Oitnnity Co coiiDdc in me. Toll me alt. Fatilt.s ami mislor- 
liinea will be exonsed by one who loves yoii as I do." 

" I have iieillier parents nor fi'icnds," she said. "1 was led alono 
ill the world at the age of live, and from that time until the prescut 
I have been restless and dissatisfied with myself. I was received 
in the house of n lady of this city after the death of my parents ; 
and my work eonsisled in faking care of eliildrcii, ami ntaking my- 
self their slave. l''or six years I resided with her family, but was 
compelled lo l(\avo her house, because her luishaiHl, :i man old 
enough to be my grandfather, one day insulted uic willi improp- 
er Hbcrlics, so his conduct was reported lo bis wife. Me slio 
blamed, and not the person who should have jiroteeted mc. I 
was sinnmoned lo her presence, and loaded wilh reproaches lor 
my ingratitude, and was oven threatened with chastisement for 
lisloning lo words which I had no power to prevent being uttered. 

"I brooded over my wrongs, young as I was, and studied for 
revenge upon my haughty mistress; and at length I had it. lia- 
fijro many days after tho scene which I have described, my mas- 
ter, Don Itazan, again pcRlorcd me witli his attentions; but this 
time he was more circiimspecl and canlious in his advances. Ilo 
chose opportunities ^vhen no one was present lo watch his pro- 
ceedings, and I'cporl them to his wife. Will you holiovo me, 
I dissembled, aud so took my first lessons in deception. 1 
pretended to encourage Don Itaxau, aud oveu listened to hit] 
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p o} (I nt or pi'Oiiiiscd him, or ••ava him an oppoi'limily lo 

8 [ I nkc by foi-cc Ihal wliicli he could not obisiin by 

pe J li not tell you how many limes I cscapud by my 

n 1 c 1 miiny times a cup of dFttggcd wiiio was offered 

e 1 1 o ftivay, liow even friiil was tampoi'ed with, and 
pi c I y aj 11 hopes that I sliould be overcome, and tliarc- 

by f II n c J ] y lo an old man's passion and dcpi-nvily. Kveu 
in ti.n. lattei a I i pt the blow recoiled upon iho head of the fi-amer 
of the project; for one of lim ehildrcn alo heartily of the doctored 
fruit, was sei/ed with convnlsiouR, and died a miscrHblo death. 
There was no iu\'estigtition, but I could see by the Don's face 
ho was fearful of an inquiry, and llicrefovc hurried the interment 
ceremonies as fast as possible. Hut an old man's passion is 
Btroujjcr than a young man's love, and even aller the death of his 
child I did not escape his atlcutions. I eucoura;,'ed Iiim and co- 
<|uclted with him until he gi-cw dosporale, and was ready lo sac- 
rifice home and wife for inc. For (his I had waited, and when all 
was ready for the denouement, I informed his wife, led lier dis- 
guised in my clothes (o n rendezvous to wait for lior husband, 
and then, with the money and jewels which the Don hud given 
nic, (led from his house, and commenced my career lis a child 
of fortune." 

The volautc passed the barriers of the city, and was on tho 
j-oad leadln" to the house where I had introduced myself to Isa- 
dora, I would have avoided the eccno of the iraj,'edy, but it waa 
too late. I had been ko engaged with ihc lady's history that I 
had not noticed the road which Ihe driver took, and it was not 
until wo were directly opposite the house that Jsadoi'a caught « 
glijupso of it. 

"O, my friend!" she cried, " why did you bring me hero? Do 
I not already sufVcr for my piiat deeds?" 

She grew calm at length, and (hen told me liow she happened 
to become an inmate of the house. 

" After I fled from the rcKidcnec of Don Banan, I engaged my- 
Bclf as waiter in a con feel ion cry establishment; but bcfora I had 
rcmnrncd there two weeks, from some unknown sourco whispers 
regarding my reputation were eireulaied, and I was compelled to 
leave. I tried my forinno in other places, but still I was drivcu 
fixim thcni by the sanic whispers wliieli I oould not trace to any 
eouice. I ^ruw mad with iho world, and desperate ; and wliilo i 
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was ill that Blatc of mind a vicli Spniiinnl saw mc, loved mo, fliid 
inado proposals. I accepted, aiul was no longer tihlc to pray to 
the saints to liavc mo in tiieir keeping;. For ttivoo yeiirs I re- 
mained wilh my friend, and ilici» dealh Icli iiio oiii'c more free, 
but still not so deslitiUO as wlicn I liail met my pi-olcctor. IIo 
left me a small sum of money and a low jewels ; and whilo X was 
deliberating ivliat I should do, Antonio, whose fixiudom had been 
granted at the death of my friend and his master, made proposals 
which 1 first rejected, but at length nccoptcd. Of the diirk deeds 
comniittcd by fhem I liavo some kiiowledgD. I inlcrecded for 
you, because I took a fancy to you, but with lifflo thought that 
our acquaintance was to be continued. I hiivc now told you 
all — my faults and my sins, and 1 liopo that by so doing I havo 
lost none of your respect, or wliat is of more inipuriHncc, your 
lovo." 

Of course T prolohtcd that she had not. 

Upon reaching our lodgings, the tobacconist handed mu a Icltcr 
from Murphy, stating that the schooner would suit the next day, 
and hinting that if I was disposed to invest a few hundi'cd doll»re 
in ni'liclcs for traHic, I could do so wilh his full consent. I 
thought of the matter, and concluded Ihat my money woidd bo 
safer on land than sen ; and as 1 had but little time for action, I 
visited my banker, and made arrangements that all the l\!nds 
which he held for me thouM bo sent to the Uuifcd Sinles, and 
consigned to the hands of a friend whom I conid trust, and who 
would do as well by me as he woidd for himself. That part of 
my duties over, I returned to my rooms, and dined in company 
with Tsftdoia and my friend l'"raneisco, 

Francisco did not wish to remain long, probably from motivos 
of delicacy, I prcspcd him strongly to slop llirough the evening, 
and at length ho consented, provided we would visit the Tacon 
Theatre, and witness tlie opei'ii which was being performed at 
that establishment, and attracting the most fashionable society, 
I should havo declined, had I not observed, by the expi<jssion of 
Isadora's eyes, thai she was delighted a! the idea, and on question- 
ing her, I found her eyes were but the min-ors of hci- heart. 

Wc found our seats were in a very conunnndiug jinsilion of 
(he house, and look possession of thoni in a cjuiet manner, and 
adjusted ourselves for an cvonitig's enterlainment. Unfortunate- 
ly, liowevei", for thai plan, four English naval oiUcers entered tho 
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box next (o h8, and iook seals. I saw at a glnnco that l)io men 
Jmd been (Itiui)g into, and drinking freely ; ami knowing Ibc cliar- 
ftftfcr of flic Kiiglisli in foreign countries, 1 gave up all hope of 
comfort or amusement for tlint evening, and I was not disap- 
pointed ; for hardly had the Britons taken llieir scats, and stared 
around the bouse, llinn llicir glances fell npoii Isadora. 

" Blast lue, I'rcil, hut that is a pretty faeo — here in the box 
next to US. J.ook at lier." 

Tlio speaker spoke in Knglisb to his companions, so that Fran- 
cisco and Isadora did not understand him ; but I did, aiul listened, 
witlioul seeming to. 

" Curse me, if you ain't i-igh(. She is some on upper svorks, 
and no mistake. Who is she?" 

" Don't know — would like to." 

For a while the ollicers confined tliemaelve.s lo their own affairs, 
and talked about the superior qualities of their vessel — her rapid 
sailing, and how easy it would be to whip one or two Yankco 
ships on the stalion ; but ns lime passed it produced ijo eflcet in 
diminishing Ihcir intoxication. 

" Come," said Francisco, " let us leave the tboiitro. We can 
no longer enjoy tho opera wilh those nnmanly dogn ehalliiig in 

" M'o will not he driven from the Iheairo by their noise," I said. 
" Isadora is too interested in the opera for ns lo leave at tho 
present time. If we could find another box I would chaiigo 
quarters, but I won't be driven from the llicnli-o by three or four 
Knglishmeu." 

" It is not tho Fnglishnien whom I fear," replied Francisco, 
" but ihe dislurbancc that will occur." 

Vfo s]>okc in whispers, so that Isadora should not hear and be- 
come alarmed, but we miscalculated, for slio caught the last part 
of ouv conversulioa, and with woman's curiosity begged lo knour 
'what the oiltccrs had said. 

" They merely said thai you were pi-ctly," I replied. 

" And you are not oft'endcd wilh thom for that?" she asked. 

" No more than yourself," I said, secretly amused at the man- 
ncj' ill which she had found consolation in being called hand- 

I looked upon the blooming faeo of Isadora, and wished 
that the tenor's lungs would fail, or the prima donna have a fit 
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of sulks so that wc coiiid reliiin liomc. 15iit tlie very mctlioil 
I adoplcd lo puss away rime, ami nvoul a (jmiricl with tiio 
Knglisliineii, WHS Uio nicniia oF jjmvoliing oiio ; for one of tlio 
officers, seeing tlmt I was fO entirely oeciipic<i with the lady, 
calleil tlie atlcnlion of liis comnules lo the fad. 

" Look nl the feltow," said one, ivliom tliey callcit Fred ; " ho 
is struck witli « yjmnisli mildew, and cmi't slicer from one side 
to tlie otlmr." 

" lie JM feorfiil lliat some one will board liia prixo, mul carry 
lier off before his eyes," said itnol)ier. 

" What countryman is lie ? " asked Fred. 

" A Frenchman, I will ijcl," otio ivplied. 

" No, ho is a Spiiniard ; wilh an Knglishmnn for it father. Kccol- 
lect our ships have been on this Klation for many ycui's, and w!io 
can resist an Knglishiiiiiii lii fnll uniform ? " 

TliO scftiiipa laughed at (his rally, lis fiiongh it was witty. I 
inaiiifosted no sign that 1 heard anylliing, hut I hegan lo feel a 
lillle warm in the region of my hcnvf. 

" Yon do not listen to tho opera," said Isadora. 

" No. I am still thinking of yon," was my reply. 

She pouted a lillle and laughed, and that was observed hy oup 
friends on the lcl>. 

" She has a smile that would thaw a man, even if he Imd stood 
double watch while going upon ihe coast of ICuf^liind in Iho winter," 
said one. 

"Bui (he fact is, I don't like sncli a smile," Fred siiid, in a 

"Why not?" asked his brother officer, in some surprise. 

" liceanse it is loo inviting," whs the reply, 

" IIow so? — explain yourself," was Ihe universal cry. 

" Why, don't yon &ce Ihiil she hiia eunglit a glimpse of my faeo, 
and she is dying to become acquainted with me?" was Ihe puppy's 
n fleeted remark. 

There was such a laugh at this vanity, thai Iho audience in the 
theatre cried out wilh vexBtion, and a number hissed. 

"Do yon hear thai, Fred?" one of'thein said, "The people 
nre hissing you." 

" WhiiJi proves tlmt ihpy firo geese, and nnder.stand nolhing liut 
garlic and onions. Lot (hom hies ftnd hp hpnged. I can sland it 
as long aa they cau.'' 
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Tlio niKiicn™. iriloiit upon tlio imisie, sor.ii fwgot (lie Kiiglish- 
men in ihc Blrniiis of ii puwurliil tenor. Then llic oillccrs onco 
inorc Iouik) lliuii' tongues. 

"1 tell yon, 81 IS, llic hidy nihnircs me," I'Ved eoniiniieil, "Half 
h do;!Cti times she linx ftiislic<;t licv eyes upon me like dinmonda, 
I am Ticvcr inistiikcn." 

" Nonsense, iiinii !" a lirolhcr oflkcr siiiO, who sconicd older 
and iiioi'o grave tlinn tlio others. "You must be mistaken," 

" I tetl you what I will do," Ficd said. " I can convince you 
thill I s[>cak inidovslandingly. I will lake a flower from tito 
loss's head, and she will not chide mo for (he loss." 

"Itut her lover will," cried the JioLUennnt. "lie looks as 
llioiigli ca|)ablo of doing work if roused. You had belter do noili- 
ingoftlickiad." 

"0, let Uttssell alone — can't you?" the other ofliccr cried. 
" Ho is only talking, and would not lake sncli libcrlios when ihcro 
is a fair |)vospcct of getting his cars Iioxcd. 'I'he lady has not 
looked at him, and doti't know tbat there is such a person in tlio 

RusscH's brother ofliccrs Mcnieil desirous of urging llic fellow 
on for the purpose of seeing the fan ; for such ihey seemed to con- 
sider it ; with the exception of one called Ilorton, who appeared 
to be more sober, and have more sense than the ollicrs. 

" Bias! me if I slaiid such ehailing as this ! " I'Ved cried, " Just 
keep your eyes on me and sec if I don't do ihe trick, aiul no words 
alioat the matter cillicr." 

The fellow moved nearer (he box in which Isadora and myself 
were seated, as though about lo carry his threat into exccu(ion. 
Without pretending lo notice his movcmeiils, I edged towards 
him in such a manner thai I was brought dircclly behind (ho 
lady, and between Francisco and iho Kiiglishmen. I kept one 
eye upon the uiovcmenis of Uusscll, and saw (hat he was do- 
libcrating wliich rose from the lady's head he should pluck, and 
wiiiic he was thus unitccidcd Ilorlon once more spoke to him. 

"I'Vcd," lie said, " let mo persuade yon lo desist from your 
foolish scheme. Tronbie will arise, I am sure, for I sec some- 
thing in Iha! fellow's eyes dial tells me lie is a Tartar." 

"!Io is H snob," cric<l Fred, "and I'll soon siiow you that 
such is the case. Watcli my motions," 

Ho reached over as ho spoke, and was about to pluck the rosa 



,, Cookie 



from li^ndotn's liaiv ; but I liad ^'alelicd liiin most nan-owly, mid 
as soon ns his liand was wjtliin n few inches of Ittadoru's head, 
BO (hat 1 could bo ccilniti of lii.s tnlciitiotis, I siuldunly sliti'lud into 
life. Grasping his wrist its fiinily as though it was in a vice, I 
gave il a sudden wi'cneh and fhi-cw Jiis arm out of joinl. 'i'licii 
before ho couid recover from IjIk HsEotiiKhnicnl I (lulled him 
towards me, and sinick him Ihrec heavy blows iiiion bis face. 
Kvery blow lirougbt blood, and I'aised largo ridges of discolored 
flesh. 

The eyes of every ouc in tlic bouse were dirccled lowftrds 
US, aud many people rose to Ibeir feci for the purpose of seeing 
what the trouble was about ; but before ibcy conld briny their 
opera ghisuos lo bear upon us the difliculty, as far as I was con- 
cerned, «'as over. 

Isadora had started lo her feet in alariii when Ibo first blow 
was sli'nok, but at a word from nie she resumed bei" seal, and al- 
though Irembling somewbal, slie miinifostcd no furtbcr emotion, 
and appciired lo direct ber whole alleiiticin to llic Slage. So sad- 
den was Ibc attack Ibiil Francisco could only look on and wonder. 

The lOuglisb oflicers rose hastily, aud moved towards the door 
of iheir box without sa.ying a word, and in a few mimitcs (ho 
audience had forgolleu (hat a disturbaiico bad occurred, so en- 
grossed were Ibcy wiili the opera. 

" liravo I " cried Francisco, as tho I'^nglishmen showed their 
backs. " You have driven Ibc ruflians from (he hoii.^c, and with 
bul lintc Ironblc. Now we can enjoy the bahnico of the opera in 
peace." 

1 had my doubts on ibe subject, but did not think it worth 
white lo communicate them lo my friend just at that moment. 

At leiiglh Ibe curtain fell, and the vast audience i-oso to depart. 
I gave my arm to Isadora, and wo left the box. As I expected, 
I saw Olio of (he Knglisb olficcrs slaiiding near ibo door, and a 
quick glaiico showed mo ihat it was Jlr. Ilorlon, who had en- 
deavored to persuade Knsscll not to act the silly part which ho 
had carried out a few minutes before. I pretenilcd not to iiotico 
him, and passed slowly along, bn( before I reached the stairs I 
was genlly touched on Ibc shoulder. I looked round, and saw 
Mr. I lor ton. 

" Kxcnso me, sir," ho said, wiih a bow and a smile, " hut may 
I i'cqiiest your card?" 
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'* I'nvdoii nio," I said, " but I am quite out of cards," 

" YoMV name hikI residence will do as well,'' was llio answer. 

I gave liim my name and residence, and he boived and left nio. 

Just ijeforc wo reached tlie volaiilc I wliispercd to Kiniicisco, 
iiiul rc<i«cslcd liim lo go in search of Jliirpliy, atul bring liini to 
my lodgings without delay. 

" My friend," Isadora said, as soon as wo entered the volnntoj 
and were driving towards our lodgings, " there is some Secret 
which you have not confided lo n»c. Tell me all." 

" It is nothing," I replied, " excepliiig that the man who was 
BO fierce 08 lo insnll you and me, and was punislied for it, is de- 
sirous of challenging ino." 

"And you will meet him?" she asked. 

" Certainly, if the ofTieer feels aggrie\'cd at the blows which ho 
has received, I am bonnd to satisfy him." 

She sighed, but remained silent. 

" Do you not appi'ovo of my resolution?" I asked. 

"No; hut Jiolhing that I could say wouki prevent yoii from 
doing as you pleased." 

Our landlord received us with a cloud of smoke, and his head 
niore on one side lliun ever. 

" Coffee on the table," he said, " and a piece of cold chicken." 

Ho escorted lis to our i-ooma, and I had hardly exchanged my 
black coat for a light one, when Murphy and Francisco entered. 

" I caught iho caplain just as he was Inking a boat to go on 
board, find have brought him with me," the Cuban said ; " and 
alihongh he grumbled somewhat at being compelled to sleep on 
shore, ho won't lose his sen legs." 

" Whftt in the devil's name does all this mean ? " Slurphy a?ked. 
" Francisco has told me that you was insulted by a parly of ICng- 
Ilshmen, and that you knocked one of 'cm down. So far so good. 
Thai made you oven. What more can happen?" 

" Nothing, imlcBs the fellow chooses to i-efjuest a meeting, in 
which ciise J eoiildu't very well refuse liim, conld I?" I asked. 

" J)o you think that he means fight?" Murphy asked. 

" I am certain of it," I replied. 

" Then, by the piper that phtyed before Moses, you must give 
him one ! " exclaimed ihe capliim, heartily. 

" Jtut wo were lo sail to-morfow," 1 suggested. 

" I wilt postpone it until this iiffair is settled. I can mako a 



,,,Coo^lc 



112 A Sl.AVKU'S AnVENTL'Ui:3. 

(ioKcu cxCTiscs that will servo (lie agents. You miisl figlit if tlioj 
want you to, and whttl is move, you uiiisl, for llie honor of (ho 
Coquolte, come out of ihc maitor with llyin^ colors, I'li bo your 
Bccoiid, mni show you how things arc mnimgcil." 

" The snpijcr is cooling, scnors," siiiiJ fho lobnceoiiisE, who had 
been dancing ni'oiind ihe room for a few miautcs, nervous with 
the ulcn that wo shonhl forget his cheer. 

" ^e can ent and talk M the same time," 1 said, drawing near 
the table, and iuvjiiiig my guests (o join nic. 

" Well, I dou'l niiiul having a littlo snack of somothiii' at this 
late hour," the captain said ; and after eoniplimenting Isadora, he 
fell to, lilic a lion. " You are sure lliey can find the lioiiBe?" llio 
captain asked. 

" 0, yes ; I ihiiik there is no chance for a mistake," I replied. 

" If there was, I would start out and Ihul Ihc parly," the cap- 
tain said, in a ]niisin<r lono, 

I thanked him for his kindness, but can't say that I fully ap- 
preciated it. Ileforo there was a chauco to (lisciiss tlie point, I 
lioai'd the landlord coining up stairs, cscorfing some one who 
spoke in lOiiglislt. 

"Here comes our man," said Murphy; and ho was right, for 
the officer who had asked for my address, Mr. Ilorton, niado his 
appearaiico. 

I sliook hands with him, and invited him to take a scat, which 
he did. 

" I presume that yon expected me," ho said. 

" I certainly did," I replied, 

" These things should be settled in as quiet and quick a man- 
ner as possible," Mr. Ilorton conliniied, in on indifferent sort of 
manner, as Ihongli duels were of common occurrenco willi him. 

I bowed, and remainc<l silent. 

" My friend, Mr, Kussell, was quite anxious thai a meeting 
should take place to-night, so eager is lie to revenge the injuries 
lie hai received, but we mauageti to pacify him. Wc did this, 
thinking that you might have a lilllo writing and a few arrange- 
meuts to mako before an exchange of shols." 

" It wua certainly very kind on your purl," I replied, with tlie 
utmost sangfroid; " but I am really sorry thai you did not yield 
your wishes to those of Mr. Russell. These (rifliug things should 
bo settled oa ihc spot, or ii' that is imposisiblo, within half an hour 
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sl\cr tlic Mows Itnvu passml. I llihik tfiitt it is not Ion lalc, cvcq 
now, Tor Ihe meciint; lo Hiko place." 

I licitrd 11 Hii|)pressetl clmckla from Jilui'phy, wlncli souiiilcd ns 
tliciigli lio had swallowed a cup of coil'eo tlio wronj; wuy, and was 
Btrniigling ii> conscquuiicc. 

Tho Knglishnum looked at iiio in aslonislniiciit, ami evidently 
tboiiglit lliat lie liad niaite a slight mistake. I reniaiiietl (jiiiio 
cool, and dolonniiiml to brag about |immptiicss as liani as ho did. 

" I fear that ii is too late," Hr. Ilortoii saiil, looking at bia 
watch. " It is now twelve o'clock, and dark. The early mom- 

" As you please. One time is na good aa another for mo. 
Only let ilic hoar be as soon as possible." 

The Kiiglifihiiian took a ffitnl long stare at mo in a^^toiiit^bnient. 

"May I nsk," he said, "what cotinii'yman yoii are? I snp- 
|)0sc a Frenelimaii." 

I shook Illy head. 

" Cerlainly not a German." 

" No." 

" i'ou apeak the Knglii^li laiiynajje so plain yon might pass for 
one of our queen's subjects," Mr. llorlon coiitiiuicd. 

" 1 tliuiik fortune that I nin not an Knglisbman," I replied , 
and then asstimiiig my most dignified look, I nnswei'cd, " I have 
the lioiior of being an Ameriean," 

The oilieei- looked surprised, and somcwlial perplexed. 

" If 1 had known that j-on were an American, air, I cotdd have 
prevented this (rouble," BIr. Ilorton cried, at length. 

" I liavo rcqncatcd the services of a I'ricnd," I said, " ami bo 
will arrange all pveliraianrios wiib you as soon aa be has linialicd 
a cup of colfcc. Or, perhaps you will lake a seat at the table 
and talk with him, and sip a cup of colfee yourself. You will 
find tlio beverage to yoin' taste." 

Tho Englishman liesilaled ; but just at Ibat moment Isador* 
retired to bcr room, and Murphy came towards na. I iniroJufud 
the gcnilomon. They shook bands like old friends, and Murphy 
renewed my invitation, which Ilorton no longer relnaod to acccjil. 
They went to a table, and Francisco was prescuicd in duo form, 
bul, owing lo his limited amouni of Kngiisb, was not requested 
to retire. 

I tefl ibe parties ongnged in an animated diacuasion, and sought 
8 
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Ismiota. A few miiiulos Intci' some one knocked nt llio door of 
our room, and upon opening it, [ (blind MiirpliV' 

" I liiivc arraiigcil matters to my saiisfiietiou," be siiid. " You 
arc to meet to-morrow moniiiig, jiisl outside of iho city. A sweet 
spot, where iio inlcrriipliou can take place." 

" Ami llie weapoiia?" I asked. 

" Wc wei'o llic elialleiigcU parly, aud Imd tlic riglit to cliooso 
tlicni. I named rifles, for I saw you shoot on the Gabun." 

"Good! It is a wca|»» tliat I am familiar wild. Wliat is 
Ihcdisfauee?" 

" Forty yard«.'* 

" Tliftt is a fair distance. IIow do we fire? " 

" At (be words oue, two, three — lii-o." 

" And the Knglisliman is saiislied?" 

"Far from it. He snid that his principal was not much ac- 
quainted with rifles, ami wonltl prefer pistols or swords. But I 
insisted upon rifles, and be was compelled to come to il, or go 
wiibont ngbting. I don't think that they are ea;;er for a meeting, 
for somehow Ilorton thinks thiit yoii arc right and Unsscll is 

This was good news, and I said as mnch to Murphy. 

" You must bring Ibc rifles from Ibc sebooner, for I doitbt if 
they have any on board of the Seorpiou," I said, 

" Don't bother your head on that score, Francisco and my- 
self will sec that everything is ship-shape and Itristol fashion, 

Tlic captain closed the door, and I was not sorry that ho was 
gone, for I needed a few hours' time to collect my thoughts, and 
arrange them for the meeting which was to come oft'. I sat down 
and wrote a few lellcrs to friends in Ibc United States, and Ihcu 
wrote a statement of my effects, and bequeathed everything, ex- 
cepting a few prcsenis, to Isadora, I left directions for Murphy 
to see that my ^visllcs were carried out, and by the time I had 
finished, it was near tw-o o'clock in the morning, I hoped to get 
ft few hours' rest, so threw myself npon my bed, and think I 
slept, fur I was aroused hy n gentle knock at my door, and npon 
opeiiing il saw Murphy and Krutieisoo. 

" It is lime thai you are stirring," paid llic former, " although 
I bate to rouse out a man at snch an hour." 

" I will be with you in a moment," I replied, sottly, for Isa- 
dora had uoL awakened, and I did not wish to disturb her. 
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" Wo'vc Rot ft keltlo of liof coffoo reiidy," Mucpliy said, " and 
a cup of it ivill do you good. It will clctii- the cobwclis fixiin your 
eyes, !iii(t innki; yoiiv head fcol its lively lis a xcliooiict' in balUi)it in 
a slilK galo oft' Cape Hatlcras." 

r comtnctiRod dressing willi exceeding cnre, atui, according to 
Jlnipliy's ilircclioiis, nil in black, not even allowing so imicli as 
llie liosoin of my sliivt to be seen, so that my opponent could (iud 
nofliiiig to take aim at. While I was tlins engaged, Isadom 
awoke, btit did not speak, although I knew tliat she wna noting 
all my preparations ivilli anxious eyes. Just as I was itbout to 
leave [he room,u'ilh a trembling voice slio begged that! would 
remain at home, oi' at least allow Iicr to accompany inc to the 
field, I eoidd do ncilliei- ; but I kissed her most aftectionately, 
and then gently released her arms wliieli wore entwined ai'onnd 
my neck as though they had been riveted together, wilh a llnal 
blessing, left her, crying as though her heart would break. 

" How do you feel this morning?" the capliiiu asked, as I 
made my appearance at the table. 

" Composed and anxious to fiuisli the business which is before 
mo," I replied. 

" Do your nerves tremble?" ho asked, 

" See for yonrsclf," I answered, filling a cup of coiico so full 
that ftuolher drop would luwe overrun ii. 

I held the cup up foi' inspection, and yet not a drop went over 
the rim. 

" That will do," said Murphy, with a nod of approval. 

The coffco was soon disposed of, aud cigars were lighted by «U 
oxeepliug myself. To mo Murphy did not pass them. 

" Why this neglect?" I asked. 

" Your nerves," ho answered. 

" I'll visk the nen'es ; give me lite cigars." 

IIo wotiid hftvo remonstrated ; but jnst at that nsoment the vo- 
lanto drove up to the door, and the caplaiu wm loo busy iitfeud' 
ing to the departure lo speak. 
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Wk pnsNcd tho oiiliikiriK of the cily, ftiiil soon loft the hoiipos 
behind, wilh Iho exception of a few vJlln^, wlikih were seiiltcrcd 
olot)^ the i'o»<l, iiittl surro<iii(icil by oningc groves, niul clc^imt 
giivdeiis of flowers ami |iiiics. Once in a while wo could sco a 
pair of bittck eyes giwing iit us from the wiiiilows of it vi)!n, 
and it was noticctl tlinl a liandsonic face, in wliieh the eyes were 
act, received tho utmost allcnlioti from onr parly, lii fact, Muv- 
pliy went so fnr as to kiss his himd to severitl ladies, wbo had tho 
curiosity to peer at ns from balcjoiiius ; aii attention that caused 
Fi'anoiaco to roar with lanjjliler, iiiul Iho hidy who was the ic- 
cipiont of tlio favor to smite and blush, as though not knowing 
wlielhcr to be oftcnded or pleased. 

" What iti the devil's tiainc nro yon laughing at ?" voaiod i\Im-- 
phy, just after lie had salulcil, turning to Francisco. 

" At, the manner in wliidi you make love. You seem to liavo 
but little regani for age oi- sex, for I just saw yon kiss yotn- hand 
to ft boy with a white shirt, iiilead of a lady with a night dress," 
l''i'aiiciseo said. 

" Did I? " roared tlio captain. " Then tell tho driver to tack 
ship, and stand back, and say that it was a mistake." 

lint the captain's rcujucsE was not complied wilh, for wo feared 
to spend the time necessary to perform the business; and as wo 
were witiitii half a mile of the place of meeting, the captain's 
thoughts were changed from females to tho work before liim. 

" Wo havo readied the ground before the Englishmen, that is 
certain," Murphy said, as ho ordered the volanto di'ii'Cr to " heavo 
to," while he inspected the premises. 

The spot Rciected lor tho meeting was known as tho "Cava- 
lier's Crossing," from the fact that two Spaniards had fought a 
duel on ihe ground with small swords, more Ihaii, fifty years be- 
fore. Kvcr since that period ir had been used for hostile meet- 
ings, and many a bloody duel had lakeii place there. 
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" All, wliftt a sweet spot ! " mur mured Mmpliy. " Senreti llio 
Aviiolc island, Htid a belter place could not be found for our biisi- 

" I hoar a cnrriiij;o ou Iho road," I said, not wisliing to dilate 
oil a piuco (hat mi^lit wiliicss my fall. 

"Then it must lie llic piirly wo arc expecliTig. They are five 
niiiiulos beyond the time, but we will overlook it for (he siiko 
of the fight." 

Murphy's prediction was correct; for tho volanle, drawn by 
two horses, slopped, and four iiieii, dressed iu black, alighlctl. 

" Oao of 'em is a surgeon -- I told 'em to bring liim iu case of 
aceiditnis," j^Iurphy said, iu reply to my look of inlcrrogatiou. 

Tlic Kii^^Hshmcii walked towards us uulil witliiu ten pitcca, 
when tlioy stopped, and saluted ns byraisiuj; their caps, SlurpUy 
and Hovton (idvanced and sliook hands. The doctor took siinlT, 
and eyed ns suspiciously, as lhou;;h sellling in his own nihid our 
c\net standing. I thuuj^ht thai I had scon his face before, but 
was iiol positive, 

" We are a few minutes late," the lieutenant said, when he anil 
Murphy met, " but I trust thai you will excuse it." 

" Wc should have been much more soiry if you had not eomo, 
I assure you," replied Slurphy. 

" We took (lie libcrly of bringing the surgeon of our ship," Iho 
licuteunnt said, at length. " An itceiiteiit may hapiieii, you 

" It is quite probable," Murphy continued, 

" You have brought the weapons, I trust?" tlio Englishman ii»« 
quired. 

" I'd ns fioon forget my chain and anchor if going (o sen. Step 
this way, and you shall see them, Thei'c they are," said Mur- 
pjiy, " two as good rillcs as can be found in Cuba, Taico your 
choice. We have none, Ouc is as good as the other." 

" 1 shall make choice of this," Horton said, at leuglli. 

I fell rejoiced. lie had chosen Murphy's, and not the one 
I was accustomed to use. 

Tho seconds proceeded to load the weapons most carefully j 
ciich gniin of powder being weighed, for fear of not gctliiig 
enough, or too little. The rifles were jn-eparcd and cajipcd, and 
the seconds proccodod to messuro off Iho distance with commend- 
able promptucss. 
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V You will now toke your stnliotis, gcnticnicn," criud Mr. Ilor- 
toii ; unit, iii obodicnco lo thiil coniniaiiit, wo moved to our re- 
spective |>oslx, wlicrc tlic I'iflcs wci'c litiiidcd to us. 

" The wortt will bo given by ine," Alnrpliy siiid. " I eliuH re- 
pent ' one, two, three — fire,' Kuitlicr of you will fire until yo« 
hcftv tlic ' three.' Thia mnsl be recollected, or unplcnsaiit feel- 
ings may arise. Don't forget." 

" I wish to spciik to thill gcullcutiiu one moincnt," cried llio 
Biirgeoii, poiutiiij; to me. 

" It is too late," said Murphy. 

" Hut it may save the efl'usion of blood. Mr. Kussell w not 
bound to tneol a person who is not a-—" 

" I tell you Ihiil the time for talking 1ms gone by, and we don't 
lay to any longer for any one. Fill llio fopKnila, and drivo 
ahead," Murphy oxelaimed. 

I eonld not think what the doctor wanted, niid would liavo 
given liiin an opportunity lo speak, if Muipliy had not been so 
positive in refusing. The surgeon consoled liimself with a pineji 
of suulV, iiiid looked at mo harder thiin ever. 

" Arc yon ready, genllcmeu?" cried Mnrptiy, 

" I am ready," I answered. 

" And 1," Uusscll said ; but his voice was almost inaudible. 

" Tlicu keep your wcnthei- eyes open for the word. No\v then 
— one!" 

I brought my rifle to my sliouldor, and cocked i(. llussell had 
done the same before the word. 

" Two ! " thundered i^Iurphy, in a voico that could have been 
heard fore and aH in a gale of wind. 

" Three ^- tire ! " ho conlimicd. 

1 heard tlic disclmrge of Russell's rifle before I fired. Tlio ball 
whiKxud williin a foot of riiy head, but I was safe. I took a de- 
liberate aim, and also fired almost as soon as Murphy bad uttered 
the last word. I did not aim to kill or to wound. I aimed to 
friglucn my advei'sary, and think that I did, for the ball passed 
between his right arm and body, so near that his clofhiiig wascut 
as thongh with a knife. 

"I'm wounded," ho sbonted ; and down went his ride (o tlio 
ground as ibnugb morlidly Imrt. 

His seconds and friends rushed towards him, and Francisco 
Rud Murpliy came towards me with eager looks. 
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" Aro you nil rlf^hi?" doinitmieit Murphy. 

" I'm not loiiclicd," I replied, ivilli a smile 

"Tiiuiik fortune for timl. lS.it I lliink the KugUsbiiian Ima 
golii Ijclly-full Hint will iftsl !iim for a moiUh. Kcc ; (Ijey urn 
cxaiiiiiiiiig his ivouiul." 

" Tlicy won't find Olio," I replied, confidenlly, 

" Beciiiisc I aimed to fi'inhlcn, and not to kill." 

" The devil you did. And now llie follow will Rsk for atiolhci- 
shot at yoM. What did jou «ant to play for?" 

Ho did not slop to hem nn exjitmrntioits, but waddled tcwurda 
ihe other piirly, who smioinidLd llll-^ell. 

"lie isn't diimiigeil much — is hci"' asked Murphy, with a 
slight laugh. 

" No, I lliink not," replied llorloii, with a look that approached 
coulcmpl. " JIo is j;ood for another .sliol." 

" No, 1 am uoi," fuiuliy gasped Kussell. " I'm satisfied willi 
what I have got." 

" Hold your fongtie, sir ! " thundcrctl lIoHon, indignantly. 
" You will be guided by your seconds in this mafter, and do aa 
tliey Icll you." 

" ISut I won't fire anolhcr shol," persisted Kiissclt, doggedly. 

" Will you keep quiet?" roared Horfiin, 

" My friend is not yet satisfied, sir," Murphy said, speaking to 
Ilorton. 

'I'lio Houfcnaiit hardly knew how lo proceed. lie looked at llio 
surgeon for advice, luid that gentleman was not slow in offering 
it, !Io drew the ofiieer one side, and whispered to him for a law 
moments cai'ucslly. The licutenimt looked surprised, and scruti- 
uinod (ho faeca of Murphy ajid myself allenlively. I wondered 
what was in the wind, and was soon enlightened. 

"This afiiiir can proceed no farther," Mr. Ilorton said, firmly 
hul quietly. 

" And why not, in llic devil's name?" roared Murphy. 

" IJeeauso, sir, my friend is a gentleman." 

" Atid do yon pretend lo say thnt my friend is not one also?" 
cried Mnrphy, his face swelling with passion, 

" I am not reqnii-ed lo give an answer to that question. Bnt 
tliis you must be satisfied with. Your friend has had a shot, asid 
hero (ho matter ends." 
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" Knds? " gnspod JIurpliy, 

" Ends," ixipoatcd tlio liuiitcimnt, quite otilinly. 

"I — I don't unilcrHlaiiil tliis," tho cajilain siiiil, gulping down 
his iiii«lily wrath with tho aid ora chow of tobncco. 

■< Pci-liaps it h fts welt that ymi don't. With Iho shot that has 
been cxcliiingci), Mr. UusscH fuels satisfied, but will iiot risk tho 
loss of his reputation by liriiig anoilicr." 

" Wliy, llic lad Bcemcd to slimd up woW enough, alt but his 
IfiiccH, imd Ibem was ralhcr shaky," tho captain said. 

"You don't undei'stand mc, sir," replied the Jicutenant. "I 
don't nioiin lo impugn tho courage of niy friend." 

"Then what did yon mean? Hang mo if I ain't taken all 
aback by this 'cro conrt^o of proceedings," roared Mtiipliy. 

" Yon know, sir, lliat my principal is a {jenllcman," lie said, 
" and it is derogatory to his dignity to fight with a slaver, or a 
man engaged in iho trade." 

Tho thing was out at Iniit ; but it was a long time bofovc Iho 
lieuleunnt had been bronghl lo lite scratch, and revealed ihat which 
vas oil his mind. As soon as ho mentioned the word " slaver," 
I knew at once where I had seen the doclor's tiiee. He was on 
board tho Sojiicnt when she was lying at Gahun, watching onr 
movements. ITo had been transferred lo tho Scorpion, and, what 
was worse, recollected my face, having scou mo one day when ho 
visited the Coquette for ihe purpose of prescribing foi ii sick man, 
down with the coast fo^'er. ' 

l''or ft few seconds Murphy was speechless with astonishment j 
but ho rallied aHer a while, and tvas vehement in Ins demincia- 
tion of the man who would creep out of a, fight on such a sup- 

" Wo cfin't discuss the (jncslion," said Mr. Ilorton. " My man 
must remain satisfied without an additional exchange of shots." 

" Thou all lliat I can say is, Ihat ho is easily snifcd ; and I 
^rish you a good ilay, unless you is'ould iiko lo tiike a crack at 
me, just for friendship's sake." 

The lieulonant declined ; but ns he led his friend from ihe field, 
I could Bee au expression llint was jubilant upon Russell's face at 
the prospect of escaping so cheaply. 

" It was a shrewd operation on that fellow's part," mnllcrcd 
Mnrphy, with a grin of approval. "The cuss hadn't got ncrvo 
enough lo stand .inother shot, so tlicy rcsortcl lo (he slave dodgo 
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to prevent hb from Iinviiig a kccoihI cli]> at liiiii. But llicro's 
no use in grov\ling like u sick manrio. The thing is over, imd 
ivc imiy as well go back (o llic city mid get Iji-enkliisl. I'm 
hungry." 

We rorto slowly back to Iliivana, nil hands feeling in good 
lininor. I) esiiecialiy, was happy, and contented with myself. I 
was Baliflfied that I had not killed ihc Knglislminii as I might 
have done, and was more poitieiilarly [iloascd Ihnt I was un- 
tmi-incd, and likely to mitke Isadora happy with the successful 
tecminatioii of Ihc duel. Under (his state of things we reached 
Havana by nine o'clock in (ho forenoon, and when the volnnle 
drovo up to iho door I saw Isadora gating from (he window with 
anxious eyes, and llic look of conecrii did not pass from her faeo 
unlil she saw that I was welt and mdtavmed. 

I settled my hill with the tobacconist (ho next morning, and 
received a present of a feiv hundred choice cigara for my liberality 
in paying tiiiii all that ho asked. Then I took Icnvo of j-'raneisco ; 
and as a recompense for his kindness, slipped upon his (Jnger a 
liandsomc ring, which lie protested ho would wear to the last 
day of his life. Ho accompanied ns on board, wlicro 1 found 
Mnrpliy had kept his ^VDrd, a»d made ample preparations for 
ns. He had been fitting np a sfate-room in excollcnt itylo, and 
ib looked as neat as ii chamber at a first-class hotel. 

Tosvards twelve o'clock a light land breeze wpi-ang up, and wo 
made preparations for weighing anchor, and our movcuieiita im- 
mediately e\ci(cd the attention of tho oilicors of the frigate Scor- 
pion, which vessel was lying about a cable's length from tho Co- 
qncKe, on the east side of tho bay, 

"The follow is going to Ibllow us out, I believe," Wurfhy 
said, after watching llio movements of the Scorpion for a fow 
miiintcs in silence, undecided wliedicr to give the orders (o trip 
tho anchor, or remain in tho harbor nutil dark, when wo could 
steal out unnoticed. 

" He's a fast 'un," cried one of our men, who was coiling down 
ft rope on (he quart ci'-deck, and overheard (ho remark. 

"You know her, then?" I asked. 

" Yes, sir," replied the man, " and I have good cause to re- 
member her. I was two years a fore(op-man on board of tho 
ship, and got four do/.en during that time, wiili the bos'n's lady." 

" I suppose you desciveii it," said iMnrphy. 
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" Well, I don't know but I ilid, sir ; but it's cuMsoti imrd lo bo 
flogged fov sjilieiiig ibc main brncc, when an ofliccr guts jiiMt «a 
tlriiiik, nntJ cseapCH." 

Tlio Knglisbnmii iiad let fall his snib, and we could liear hia 
men as they sliimped nvokind llic ctipsian, and liovo in llio chiiiii. 
'I'lie golting Htidcr weigh of a iiinii-of-wiii' always atlraets much 
atleiilion in Iliivann, as by it |)co|)le judge of the discipline of 
the crew, and comincnd or condemn, according to Ihc ainiirt- 
iicKS Hint is exhibited. On this account we also came in for 
niucli attention, for llic perfect synimcli-y of llio Oo<iuclle, nnd 
her jot black hull, with a iinri-o\v streak of red, liuviiig been re- 
jiiiinlcd while lying in Ilavjuia, combined to render her ihc best 
looking craft in Ihc harbor. 

A light hrecKu rippled over the wnlcr,jiist as we broke ground, 
and the schooner gracefully payed olV liy the ai<l of her jib, ami 
stood lowarda the Scorpion, intending to pass under her sicni, as 
tlicrc was plenly of room to do, while ahead was a .Spunisli ship, 
loading with sugar, and lier decks covci-cd willi people, who 
seemed to he cclobrating a feast day, or having a fcasi, for there 
was imisic and singing on board, and many ladies lo bo seen npou 
tl I e" quarter-deck. As the Cotjucllc galhcruii headway, we smv iit 
owa that the Knglishmati's anchor had broken ground, and Ihat !hu 
ship had sternway on, llio wind being too lighl lo enable tln^ fi i;:,ue 
to work readily. Slui'phy saw the position of the vessel at once, 
and (hat he would lose ground il'hc passed under her stern, so ho 
liilted up IV little, ilallenod down (he sails, and determined lo pass 
across his bow, just astern of Ihc Siwnish ship, (here being sulli- 
cient room to do so by close attention to the helm. Suddenly, an 
oH'tcer in uniform, armed with a speaking Iriimpel, sprang upon 
the hammock-nellings of ihe frigate, and hailed us. 

" Scliooner, ahoy ! " ho shouted, " don't altempf to pass across 
our bow. I'nt your helm up, case oil" your uuiiii sheet, and pass 
under our stern." 

" 'L'hey arc hailing us," I said to Murphy. 

" Let Ihcm hail and bo hanged ! " was his quick reply. 

" Do yon hear on board of ihcschooiieri"' demanded theotllec!", 
fiercely. 

" No enlende I " roared Murphy, with a slight Irish brogue, 
wliiiih m.ido the ladies on board of tlic Spanish ship clap thcit 
hands with merriment. 
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IVc wore not more lliiin n ciiblc's lungdi from llic man-of-war, iind 
ncru mt);iiig lliroiigli ilic wiiicr Hub Aistcr llinii ii kiiol uu tioui'. 

" Huiid 11 itiiiLi licrii who ciin speak Si>aiiij>h," criini iho English 
ca|)tiiii), sluu'ply I niiil wlinost bofoi'o tiio woifis wuro out of his 
moiiili, an olllcei- moiiniiid llio hammock jiuKiiiga by llic com- 
iiiaiider'fl side, and repealed the words of his supenor in Spanish. 

" What tn tlie devil's name do yoii mean by talking to mo in 
Hiieh a manner?" asked Mnrphy. " I don't speak the Ihigo." 

" Jilast yon, I'll make yon walk Spanish if you cross my bow 1 " 
roared llio now ihoroii^dily aroiisCd eaptain. 

" Have yon gol n lieulenaiit named llorlon on board?" asked 
Slurphy, qitilo calmly. 

■' Yes," replied iho eaptiiiu, astonished at the t[ucs[ioii. 

*■ And«Mr. KhsscII?" 

" Yes." 

" Well, give my respects (o hotli of ihcm — will yon ? " Uliirphy 
cried, with a wave of liis liiind. 

The caploin of iho Scorpion, sprang from the hammock nellinga 
as tlioitgh he was simig by one of the insucta of that name. Wo 
did not hear him swear, but I have no doubt that ho did utier an 
Knglish oalh that was full of signillcanco, for his ship had just 
gnllicred lioadway, and was under sleorngc way, when down weut 
the liulm, and she lulFcd up slowly as though about to lack ship, 
or come to mchor At tnv i' il' ill ew purpose was dangerous 
to us, for b ic frigate and 

the Span happened, we 

should lo k laps get our 

)>ull slove k could not be- 

lieve that g k ship m' lo 

tiuelior, avoid a vessel 

off bis ia b o kept on om- 

way, eacl p p on bis course 

frigate's b w but llien it 

eoemeil to t wo saiv tlno 

Knglishm d b 

The pi, p V the danger 

wo were d lond cries, 

wbicii all who were not 
regarding tito scene. They saw at once (hot iho Scorpion was 
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aijoiit to take a Biiminnry mctlioi) of |ivevciiiiiig oiir sniling, unit 
tlint tlie iiijinncr of (loin;; so was peculiai'ly Eiiglislt, and of courao 

If we Imil bad Amerk-ati colors flying. Hio coinmnnilev of llio 
Scorpion WOT 1 1(1 liavG thoiiglit twicu lulorc lie pnt inlo oxccnliou 
bin project ; IjiiE as wi; wore uiulei" llie Spaiiish flag, and .Spain i» 
but ft foiirlli-ralo power, tlio Knglislimitn knew liiiit no qticslious 
woukl be iiskcd, ot if tlicy wevc nskcil. tliat tlicy woidd lie easily 
aiiswci-cd. 

But ttie Coquette was not bo easily ci-iislied as the Knglislinmu 
seemed lo lliink, and just wlieii it seemed to the spcelatoi's lliat 
we slioiild [Irift inidei* liis liow, ive put oiii' helm liaril duwji, eitscd 
oft' oiir jib sheets, shivered our fovelop-siiil, and liiiided aft our 
inaiii sheet. The schooner instantly obeyed her helm, and poked 
her nose into the wind, shooting iiltead slowly at the same lime, 
clcariitg the lullVail of the Spiinish ship by just about half a fiUhoiii, 
while at the sniiic lime the heavy jib-boom of the Scorpion was 
over our do 'k where wo expected it to fonl every moment; but 
1 k V.IS o o 1 io owing lo the lijjht brec/e, the Coquette 

c 1 I o I et o I 'i pioii's one, and as wo gi'adiially ibrgcd 
aical V 1 ll (. S| 'd, and tiicn paid oft' the head of the 

B I oo by I c a I of I jib and forct op-sail, until onr oilier sails 

c c flilel 1 I ahead until the bow of the Scorpion 

as e ely cl a I c fiad i-ooui lo work. 

ihcfo (. yc In the harbor arose such wild cheers of 
OS 1 o as ly s to 8 cm bestow, and at a sign from Jtnrphy 
or e 1 n g po I bidwavk and joined iii the general roar 
ot 1 1 t I t linve morliflcd (he I'ingHshmau most 

Ij f r o II ee him on his qnarlcr-deek shako his 
sj e k ^ I et t s ihougli determined to get even the first 

opportunity. 

Another triuniph was to come, for the Scorpion forged ahead 
HO far, that her ftyiug jib-boom came in contact with the Span- 
iard's miiiKcn-masI, and carrying away llio former's spar, snapping 
it liko a pipe-stem, and falling under toot iu one conrnscd mass. 
'I'heii another nugiity sliont arose, which we gladly responded lo, 
and for the purpose of repairing damages the Kngtishman dropped 
anchor, and lot his topsails down upon the caps. 

Wo tacked ship, arid once more stood towards the Knglishman ; 
but this time we gave him a wide berih, and passed under hia 
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Btcrn. Men were at work rcpniring liic <Iaiiingo done lo his jib- 
liooiii, ami lliey (iisiilayeii siich itciivily lliiU wc eoiilit not dotibl 
lliat the IVlgulc wmilii sail na sonti us new spars, in tlie jiliioo of 
lliosc bi'dlioii, were rcj>lacc(l. The olllecrs wore on the qnarter- 
(Ici'k, mid as we slowly lorgcd abend wo coiild easily make oul 
llorton and Iho surgeon, hut tbey made no sign tbal Ihey recog- 
iiiKod us, and we were as backward in lliat rcs|)ccE as ihcy wei'e. 
Ah we drew near Moro Castio Ibo bi-ccKo fj'oslioucd, so we eased 
oft' the sbects, and kept ibe scboonov Iroo ; and by tlic lime wo 
were oulsidc of Die liarbor, wo were walking tbrongb the water 
at tlic rate of six knots per hour, and a fair prospect of gelling 
move wind from oft' tiie land as ttio sun went do\v[i. For Ibo 
first lionr wo sliapcd onr conrso to Ibo nortbward, for ibo pur- 
pose of gelling an oiling, and deceiving Ibc captain of the Scor- 
pion inio llio belief that wo were not inteuiling to toncit on tbo 
const, but steer direct for some port in tbo Uniied Stales for sup- 
plies. As soon, however, as we were out of sight of land, 
we pnt onr liehn up and ran down for Quitcro, where our pro- 
visions and water were wailing, and where onr slave deck and 
guus wci-c sloi-cd. As soon as \fo got before Ibc wind the 
sebooner's motion increased, and it was snflicieut to cause Isa- 
dora to experience sensalioiis such as sbo had never befoi-c known. 

" Come down here and take earo of youv sister," Jlinpiiy said, 
jnst after dinner, while ive wore rniniing down the coasi, " She 
is groaning like an oigbly-gnn ship in a gale, and I am afraid will 
carry away some of bev rigging unless preventers arc rove. Coma 
find ebeer bcr with the light of your eyes." 

I found Isadora was qnilc sick, and like most of her nation, 
imder great apprehensions wlion a little ill. She li.id a prolly 
fair allack of sea-sickness, and foi' a few minutes refused to bo 
comforted. 

" Give mo somctliing," she cried, " to allay this ilreadfnl feel- 
ing. I feel us ihongh I was dying, ICiss nie, and bless mo be- 
fore I go." 

I aliemptcd to kiss her; but before I conUl reach ber lips I 
was compelled to draw back, although I was obliged to . huigh 
hearlily at my escape. 

" Yon no longer love me," she mourned. " You are tired of me." 

" Kol quite, dear. As soon as this ill of sc:i-sickness passes 
oft' yon will be mora beautiful than ever, for it will niako your 
skin as transparent as a lily," 
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Tlint consoled licr. Only tcH a wnnian b)»o cnii improvo hor 
'cr>m|)lexioi!, aiul slio wiil willingly ctiduri; jmin ami Knlteriii;;. 
From (his tiaie Isndora did not complain; liut, fovliinatcly, licr 
sickness was of sliovl tliii-ation, nnil bcfoi-o slie hud liocu upon tlio 
waler a ivcck tier ecu legs were on, nnil she professed lo lie ([uito 
a siiilor. 

Tlie next ilav, ntsnnrise, ivc anchored at the lilflo Rhellcrcd port 
of Quilero, and commenced receiving from the agent's hands 
provisions anil water. As criiisers wore known to lie in (lie 
noi^liborliood we nscd much despatch, for feitr they eiionld poke 
their nose into port niul take iia, without stopping lo invest!' 
gale whether right or wi'ong. On the second ihiy we liiid our 
guns and ammunition on hoard, ant] the slave deck stowed away 
i» its pkeo under hatches. We should have got nnder weigh at 
sundown lind wo not h»d to wait for oi'dcra as to wlieihcr wo 
should visit Gahiin or Madagascar. Letters were cxpeeled by 
express from Havana, containing the latest information as lo ijic 
disposition of the English cruisers, and, until wo received them, 
onr hands were tied. JIurphy fretted, hut his fretting was of no 
W8C, and the sun went down with a slight breej-c blowing into the 
harbor, and the promise of a dark night. Wo Iiitd snpjicr iiiUi, 
for wo had been at work hard all day, and while we weio mak- 
ing sail havoc among the slewavd's delicacies we heard ;i bout 
run alongside, and the next instant onr agent stepped on deck, 

" Hallo ! what brings you on board? " Murphy asked, surprised 
at his appearance. 

" Diablo, I have news of importance to communicate, or you 
would not see me liere. You must gel under weigh and bo off in 
a hurry, or you will bo under the lee of au Knglish frigate hcforo 

"How islliat? Kxplain I "cried Murphy, somewhat astonished. 

" The Scorpion left Havana ycsterd.iy afternoon, and this eve- 
ning, a( sundown, was observed standing towards the harbor, under 
shorlencd sail. Hhc is determined to cnt you out, I'll bet an 
ounce. Yon must trust to your heels, nnd l)c oifat once." 

"And cerlaiwiy fall into the ] englishman's bunds. No, that 
wouldn't do. rn warrant yon that if tie has Ibliowod us liere, 
ho would not ie! « huat leave llio harbor wilhont being over- 
hauled. If we stay here wo shall have to disehargc everything 
during tlie night, and let )iim find (lie scJiooner cmjity in the morii- 
iug, for the Scorpion is deleriniucd to take us, rigjit or wrong." 
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TliP onpfaiii mnsetl lung mid earncMly aflcr lici spoke. 

" Wliat liiiic is il I.i'^li water?" he j.sked, lit Icriglli. 

" jS'oI iiiiiil dim o'dodv," iX'plieil ilie n^ciH. 

"If we vmM ki-i:\i llicin oH'uiilil tlml hour, wc could malio our 
esrapo by way of Ihe crock," Wiirpliy siiiil, after uonsulliiig a 
sidhII map of llio hiiriior. 

" Perhaps tlio Englislnnnn knows lliat route as well as your- 
selves," reuiarlicd the agent. 

" I think not — in fiict I am posilivc tliat the creek is not on 
any map in existence excepting Iho one I hold in my hand. This 
I bonght. of tlie oldest pilot on Iho const, htuI he buoyed ont the 
channel. We can go through, I nni confldent, lor I have done 
llie fftine thing once hcrorc, and know every inch of water uiul 
ground. We only drnw seven feel, and al high tides ihoro'a seven 
and a hall' in iho shoiilest phices." 

"lint they may altcnipt lo cut yon out during the nighr," t!io 
agent said. "Three or four hoiits would tronblc you il' ivell 
armed." 

" They may," the CHplain said, tlioughlfully, " but I don't think 
Ihey will. Tho night is dark, however, and Knglishmcn are 
plucky. I( is hest to use alt diio precautions and prevent a sar- 
prisc. Go on shore, and send me ihii-ly hold rdlows wlio are 
willing lo risk ihcir lives fur an ounce each. I Khali «p anchor 
and warp tho schooner close lo the ereek, where I shall moor lior 
by kedges, and show (he Englishmen the C'oepicfle'a broadside in 
case they want a little brush." 

We surprised the crew by ordering the anchor np, and still 
more by compelling Ihem lo maintain a perfect silence while 
rousing in the chain. They knew that their duly was to obey, 
and Ihey did not grumble or ask a question. Wc sent our boat 
ahead willi six stout fellows, and by the aid of the schooner's 
Bwecps, soon placed tlie Coqueltc at the moulii of (he creek, which 
was used entirely by fishermen lor Khcltcr. Hero wo moored thu 
■Coqncttc, and Ihen made preparations for onr dcience. 

To make all sure, however, ihnt Iho Scorpi<)n was off iho Itai-- 
bor. Murphy hired ii (isherman, whom he could depend upon, lo 
lake bin canoe and puddle out on a i-econnoiluring expedition, and 
bring back all ihe information ho eoniil obtuin ; and while he was 
Aljsenl we continued our work in earnest. We loaded onr guna 
wilh grape and canister, armed our men with culiasses and pis- 
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tols, mid High Iriccd up o«v bonnling nets, fore and fift, 1o prcvcnl 
the oncmy from enrry'wg oiir deuks witJi n nwh. 

Wlillo wc were pi'epnriiig for tlic cxpuclud conflict, (wo boat 
lontls of Creoles came on boai'd, eiicli man avnieil wiiii ii long, 
doiigcroKS-lookiiig kiiifo, wliich tJicy were ncciislonicd to hkc in 
tlieJF mCluos oti shore. Thecc were thirty of ihein, nnd they 
pi-omised to risk their lives for an ounce per niaii, iiud to stick liy 
the vessel as long ns they considered it siiic so to do; which 
meant that llioy ivoiild jump overboard and swim to the mIkii'o as 
toou as they found that the lido of bttllc was tinning aj^aitist ns. 
To gnard against thia, however, we Oistribntcd the Spaniards in 
different sections of (he schoonei-, where (hey would have to figiit 
under the eyes of (lio crew, and, in case of dissatisfaction, would 
not bo so likely to hear of it. 

By the lime onr |ircpavalions were completed it. was ten o'clock. 
All the lt;;lils were extinguished fore and afl, and k was diifu-ii)t 
to .see a eanoo ii few fathoms distant fVom the vessel. Look- 
outs were stationed, with orders (o report if boats approaebe't, 
«nd the rest of the crew wove compelled to bo itpon deck, at their 
Btalions, and get what sleep they could. 

"A canoo is off (he starboard quarter, sir," cried one •>! our 
lookouts, in a low tone. 

"I-ctiteomo alongside," replied Mnrphy. "Itisilu; ii-hci- 
innn I expect." 

Tlio canoo shot np alongside, and flic man whom the captain 
lind hired to reconnoitre llio position of the frigate came on deck. 

" Well," cried Murpliy, " w!mt have you discoveied ? " 

" The frigate ig anchored at tlio month of the harboc, senor, and 
no vessel can pass out without being seen." 

"Arc they moving on board? Do they look as tiiongh intend- 
ing mischief?" wnsthe next (piestion. 

" I paddled closo to the ship, and was hailed. I replied that I 
was a lishci'mau, and 1 had my lines wilh ntc in case they should 
disbelieve the assertion, I was ordered on boai-d, and 1 did not 
dare rofnso, for 1 was close to tlie sentry's musket. Tliey asked 
mo.if tho schooner was at anchor in the harbor, and I said that 
I did not know, for I hod been out all day, and was Just returning 
home. They believed me, senor, for they said that to-morrow 
forenoon they should enter the harbor and capture tho schooner ; 
for she was a slaver, and a bold one nl that." 

" What do you think of the news? " asked MurpiLy. 
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*'I lliiiik llicy wei'o fearful llial the lishcnnan would p}v<i iia 
iiiroi'iimliun, imil tliuy wisli to deceive iia by prclciiiiiiig llmt Itio 
nttnck will lie de.lHjcd until iiiornjnp," I replied. 

" Just my idea to a Iwir ; Imt we aiu't bo -jreen as tlml," Rriir- 
phy renin rkuci ; and llicii lio coiiliiiucd to iii[crro;^atc llie lisliei'iimii. 

" Did you SCO any inovcnieiils on Ijonrd, an tliougli bouts wuro 
to bo sent off lUiring tlio iiiglil ? " 

" No, senor. The bonis wci'o haiighig at tho Oavhs, and tlie 
nicn handling outla^scs and pistoN." 

"Just as I tliotigbt ; l bey mean to give its a call during llic 
iiiglil, and Ibey will eonimeneo tbo attack soon after Iwelvo. If 
wo can beat Ihcni oil', we can make our escape, and bo clear of 
tlie land by morning." 

"Tlic seiiorita Isadora wishes (o see you, senor," cried tho 
Blcward, just at that moment. 

" Oo and comfort ber," Slurpliy caid, " I will take eare of (ho 
deck until you refurn. And you needn't hurry, yoii know, lor 
there is no danger just at present." 

The lady was nervous, but soon ivcut to sleep, and I returned 
to the deck. 

" All qnict so far," saiil Muvptiy, who was paeing the quarter- 
dock, smoking a cigar. " It is eight bells, and time that opera- 
tions wore eomnicneod if they intend to do anything, JJy ouo 
o'clock it will be high water, and wo slma't wait for tho Knglish- 

Wo talked for a few inomcnls on tho subject, but suddenly I 
heard the sound of mufllcd oars, as I tliought, upon the water, but it 
was so dark tbal wc could see nothing. We listcued'attcntivoly. 

"Tbey avo coining around the point," Murpliy said, pointing 
witb Iiis fmger to the onlianee of tho harbor, which was about 
half a mile distant from where wo wei'o ancbored. 

"That is the regular nmu-of-war stroke," I remarked. "They 
may attempt to disguise it, and pull as noiselessly us Congo men ; 
but one who has c\er hoard men-of-war's-mcn pull, will reeogniuo 
it at once," 

"Yes; audi can even tell the number of boats that's coming," 
Wmpliy i-eiuiirked. " There's three boats, or I'm a sinner." 

I knew that be was a sinner; but did not think it was necessary 
to say so, for I did not have a very good opinion of mj-self. 

" Call up the men quietly, and see that they take their stations 
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tho harbor withoitt being overhauled. 

After deliberation, which Insteij for five miniifcs, we conid 
hear (lie boats pull slowly towards tlio shore, under (he iiiipri!^- 
sion (hat wc liail kcdged in for safety. We gues^^cd ihat tliey 
almost touched the bench, Ibr in a few minutes llio Rouiid of oars 
again ceased, and another deliberation was entered upoM. 'I'bis 
tinio tho confci'cuco ivns brief, and after it was over wu fijuiid 
that the boats were headed in our direction. 

"Wo have got to tight," Slnrphy said, drawing a long brenlh. 
» In half a ininutc'.s time llicy will see aa." 

"Give them an oppoi-tunily to think twice hoforo lliey attack 
us," I plendi;d, anxious lo save shedding blood. 

" It is hardly liiir to talk of Riicb matters with an enemy within 
gunshot," JIuiphy answered ; but I had no doubt ho would com- 
ply with my rcfpiest, and I had hardly time to listen to liis reply, 
ivheu the sound of bars became very disliuct, nuil wo could seo 
tho boats approaching by tho phosphorcsccat light which the 
blades made iu the water. 

" Give way, boyf," ivc heard an olTicei' say, who commanded 
one of the boats. " I'ull strong and silently, and wo slnd! take 
thein iiiippiug." 

" ISoals ahoy ! " roared Jliirphy, 

There was no rcsjionpc. 

" Bouts ahoy I " rciieatud Murphy, still louder. 
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There was no reply. 

" If the boats come any nearer, I shaH fnc upon llicni," Mnr- 
pliy died. 

" Give way, men," shouted tlio olSicci' wlio liad clmrge of the 
eulting-out expedition, and the men elieei'cd, ami bent lo Ihcir 
oars. 

Ill auoflicr minute flicy would have been alongside, nnd ready 
{0 llglit with alt the olisiinacy of Kiiglislnncn. 

" l'"ivoI" Bhonlcil Murpliy. 

I sprang to (he midsliip gun, ami jerked tlic lanyard, but theta 
was 110 response. 

" l''ire, for God's sake, fire ! " roared ^Murjiliy. 

"The priming of liic guns liiis been removed, sir," I replied, 
'for I saw Ihat the men who had charge of (ho light six-pounders 
were arc as mueli embarrassed as myself. 

I ran to the place where the percussions were usually kept, 
but thoy had been removed. 

" There is a traifor on board," I said, in a low lone. 

" If is ]io lime to ask who be is," cried Murpliy. " Vfc will 
deal with him after we h.ive beaten oft' llic enemy. Use yonr 
pistols, Inds. 'I'ake good aim and fire." 

Onr crew rcspoiidctl with a cheer, and an irrcgidnr volley was 
discharged at the boats, which nuist have done considerable exe- 
cution, for we heard shrill yells and cries of pain ; but (he boata 

I saw an olllcer standing up in (ho stern-sheets of the foremost 
boat, and he was urging the men on with gestures and words, I 
snatched my rllle from the place where I had put il a few minutes 
before, and look a hasly aim, nnd llrcd. I saw the leader fall 
headlong upon the man who was pulling the atiav oar, and bts 
dealh was responded (o by a yell of rage and a sharp volley of 
miiskelry, which knocked over (wo of our assislania, the Creoles, 
and wounded one of our own men. 

" Give them another (aslo of gnnpowdcr, boys," shouted Mnr- 
pliy, discharging his rifle; and then using his revolver with 
deadly eflcct upon llio boais* crews, which were within a few 
fatlioms of the schooner. 

Onr men discliarged their pistols, and then, di'awing (heir cnt- 
lasses, awaited the onset. The cnoniy's boats ran alongside of 
us, and, dropping their oars, aKomptcd lo spring upon deck; Uut| 
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to llieir surprise, llicy fouml ilint iho boiudiiig iiol ofl'oif il a strioii^i 
objection, niiit wliilc loaiiy clung to Iltc nut anil Imckcit ai it 
will) ihcir ciillasacs, others fell back into iho bouts, ntitl iiwnilcd 
fiii'ilior orders. 

" Up «i«l lit Ihom, lioys ! " ttboulcrt llie Kii^lish officer. " Drive 
the pirnies into the 8C« ■ — cxiermiimie fhciii." 

The mcii rcspoiideil with a chcci', luul once more ntlcnijitcil to 
roacli HS ; but the Ci'eolos mh\ onr crew pricked ihcin nnd stabbed 
at them with their knives, so Ihftt they wore beaten back in con- 
fnsioii, and sought safely by oticc moi'c jumping; into their boats. 

"llnrriih, boys, wc have ihem now ! " sliontcd JUirpliy. " Si.ik 
tlioir bouts. Send tlio cold shot amongst Ihcni." 

Our incu look Ibo hint, and hurled thirty poimd shot into the 
boats, and some of the missiles crashed through the planks, and 
knocked down half a do:(cii of ihc enemy. 

" Onr boat is siukin-j," cried sonic of the inc!i-of-wai''s-incii, in 
(lianiay. 

"Shovo oft", then. Ho lively, men. Ont with your oars, and 
give way. Our lives depend upon it," cried (lie only ollicer who 
was not killed or wounded. 

Our men, from motives of Inimiiiiity, or because (hey did not 
wish lo .'Jti'iko a brave and defeneeless foe, suspended iboir opera- 
tions, and allowed' tlie boats to leave the schoonei-'s side without 
further molestation. 

" Down npon the decks, all of yon," cried flic captnits, as soon 
as tUo boats had got half a cable's length from us. " l>owu ftat, 
and lay there till I tell you to get up." 

The men obeyed, and it was lucky that they did so ; for the 
tie\t instant a small boa!-guu, fdlcd with bnllets and canister, 
was discharged, and the shot whistled arouud our deck and tore 
through our bidwarka, scattering splinter.s in every direction. 

There was a sharp ei'y of pain, and one of our Creoles, who 
had I'.cglccted the warning, fell npon the deck mortally wounded, 
both of his legs broken, and with a hole in his body Inrgo 
enough to put a man's fist. The boats did not wait for a reply 
to liieir parting salutation, but rowed off as fast as possible, flireo 
or four men in eacli boat baling with their lials to keep the cut- 
tors alloal. 

" Now, then, down with our quarter boats and get a lino out 
ahead," wicd tho captain. " It is high lidp, and wo have not a 
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momerit (o lose. 'Jhe enemy will rcluni, anil wiih all (lie forco 
llml Iio eiin innsrer, (k-ferniiiieil lo contiiici- or die." 

Wo diopped ottr boats iiilo the walor with a rusli, wciglicd onr 
foPWftvd ke(lgo, so the bow of the Rcbonncv paid off by llic aid of 
the wind, liglil us it was, ami wlieri slic hciwlcd for (he creek, ono 
lioal comiiienccd towing, and tlie oilier weighed (he second kedgo, 
which ivc liad ttstoni, broiiglil it alongside, and tlion joined on to 
assist lowing. In a few inintiloa we entered the iHonih of llie 
creek, which was not more tlian six fathoms wiilc, with low, 
iiiarsliy shores. The creek was very crooked, iind nearly a mile 
iti length. Once or Iwico wo jxisl lonched bottom ; but it was 
soft, slimy nind, and wo wore cnablcil to slip over it without los- 
ing much headway. 

" Suppose wo find the Scorpion waiting for us?" I asked of 
Murphy, just before wc made the mouth of the outlet. 

" Then wc must (akc to (ho land, and cscapo Iho hesl way 

" And lo.sc the vessel?" 

" Yes, or else lose our lives. Wo- can build another Coquette, 
bill we can't |iiit brcalh info onr bodies after it is knocked out by 
« !;rH|io shot. Stciidy as she goes," 

" Hieady, sir," responded the man at llie wheel; and on wo 
wont, iloidiling a short elbow, and (hen before us was (he ocenu ; 
but the iiij;hi was too dark to enable us lo (ell whcdicr the frigato 
was wiihin gunshot of us, or was still lying at anchor off tlio 
haihor. 

Wo dropped a kcdge midcr fool, and caHcd the boats aioiig3i<Io 
for Iho |)ur|)ose of landing our extra men upon Ihe beach, from 
whence they could easily reach (lie tou-n before morning. Wliilo 
the iiion were gelling inio tho boat, I heard a slight scnflle, and 
went to Ihe gangway (o see whal (he mailer was. 

" Here's Thompson, sir, says he will go in the boats," ono of 
ihe men said. 

Thompson was a new hand. We had shipped him at Havana, 
and ho professed lo be willing lo do auylhing for tho sake of sail- 
ing wilh us. Ho said that he bad run away from a ISrilish 
frigate which was on ilio slaiiou, and ho feared that if he was 
retaken, he would be Hogged without nicrcy. aini'phy did not 
like Ihe man's looks, but ho had taken him from motives of hu- 
maniiy. When 1 saw what was tho causo of tho disturbouce, I 
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callcil Thompsjii oul of tlic boal ; but he sriimbliid a liMlo, ami I 
(Iclcrmiiicd to recollect il wlieii wo got njion blue walcr ; tor llio 
(liscipliiic of H sbivcr docs not iierinit of gniinUin^ fi'oni tiny one, 
no mjiitur liow haul the work miiy be, or bow muuh siift'eriiij; is 
emit I red. 

Tlio bonis were compctlcil to iiitikc (wo lri|is, boing loadi'd 
down each liiiio ; ami, just as ibcy were ready to sSiove olF llii^ 
second lime, one of our old biiuils stin^' oat,- — - 

" Hero's Thompson in (lie boat- again, sir." 

I made bini coniu ou board ; bat lie did so in ra(bcv a sulky 
mnnnei', uikI grtiiid)letl out a wi»}i that he coukl leave, as lie wan 
tired ol'otir craft already. 1 kept my eyes on him iitjtit the boats 
Bliovcd oft', ami then I sou^dil the cajilain. 

" We have a trailor on board," I said. 

" I wish I knew who he is," the eap(ain said, 

■' I can lell wlio I ttiiiik be is," I replied. 

"Who?" 

" Thompson." 

" Curse bii.i; I tliouslil inn If Hi. sli lil -.wm^ foi il, if 
convicted, as sure as my unun is Miiiphj 

llwas a common (hiu;t,l«uit) ji.ai-,ii„) foi men of wii lolcno 
one of their crow, ft truly id uibfe man in poif-* (i<.<juenl(.d by 
slavers 1 and if (lie fellow mam^td tii ship on hoaid oni, ol (ha 
(irohihtied craft, be wouhl HOik wiih a i\iU, and seun intensely 
interested in the success of the voyage, but hisc>csand eais wuc 
opened to all the secrets ol tho bitsiiicss, atid hIiou lbi.yH(,io 
learned, ho would suddenly diaippeai at the fiiat poit itiom his 
sliiji, and eommuuieatc all tho intoinnliou he had a<qiiii(,l to 
his eaplaiii. The latter would thin h no an immi,n-,e ad* lula^t., 
knowing as he did the rcnde/xotis of the most noted slaieis, ami 
Iheaamesof llio craft engaged in the tiadt, and who aciid as 
agents for flicni. In case a slatei was eaplnied by a man of-wai 
while a spy was on board, the lu((ei guiciiLlI) hid a small piece 
of paper, sigacd by bis captiin, wUi«h staltd who (he beaiei wis, 
and why be was on boiird Ihi*. pipti uas ahiajs coneealed, so 
that no one couW discover i(s whticabonls 

Our boats reim-ned, ami «cie lioi-.ted up m silence foi fear 
that any iioiso should aianii tin. uicmj, who «as not iiioie than 
a mile and a half distant, cv a if he was not mii'-iu^ for iis close 
at hand. As soon as our boats Heie up, wo made -ill, and lan 
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out fvoni imiler the liigh lurid, aii<l tlicn swept (ho oeean for t!»o 
Sc<)rj)ii)ii ; Ijiit notliiiig was in sight, anil wu were free once iiioi'c. 
Wc tlicii piled on tlie caiiv<is in ciii'tiuKt, net tlic watches, nnO 
BbapeU our course for Giibiin. 

The ileelis were eloared iip, llio boiits secured, and llic sIrv- 
Ijoard wjiteli wcut below, to sleep tinlil eight hells, I bad 
seen Isailoni hiil a few miimtos since (lie fight ; and then I had 
just time (o kiss Iter and assure lijcr of my safety, when I was 
compelled lo rctuiri (o. Die deck. 1 was so luixious for a few 
miiuites' converKHtion, that I be^-gcd Mnvphy to kuep my watch 
for a short time, while I went below lo gel a cignr ; but the " old 
man " knew I was only making nn excuse to sec Isadora, and be 
growled his consent. 

I found Isadora anxiously nwaiEing ine, bnt she conld not uti- 
dorstand the i-easou why I was not able to slop with and console 
her until morning; and, after I had explained all tbo workings 
of the watch system, she declared that, as soon as she Imd wholly 
recovered from her seasickness, she would keep nio company 
every nigbl, rain or shine ; but I alierwaids found that sbo much 
prefcn-ed being under shelter on stinally nigbls, when the rain fell 
in loi-i-ents. 

"I am so glad you have eome lo see me ! " she said ; and 
from the warmth of her welcome I had no doubt of it. 

" \'uii ;u-u not yet tired of a sailor's life?" I asked. 

" iSol as long as I have you with me," she ri'plied. " I can't 
8ay thai i should feel contented indoss you wore here ; for how 
dull it nmst be on the water, where yon sec the same faces every 
day, and ihc monotony is not relieved by a single visit from a 

" lint are you sure that you have none of those feelings?" I 
naked. 

*' I tell you, frankly, that I am content as long as you are with 
mo ; but, al\cr all, how much better it would be, and bow much 
happier we should feel, if wo were on shore, where no gales or 
men-of-war conld terril'y iis ! Then we cotdd always bo with each 
other, and feel mneh more content than at the present lime." 

" And we will yet live so," I said, most fervently. " Let mo 
make this voyage, and if it is a aucees.'iful one, I shall saveciiongh 
to Kupport us witliont much labor. We will hire a small piece of 
land in Cuba, and there spend the rest of our days." 
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"Will yoH tlo so?" she askcil ; inid iwiiid my ncek went Iw.r 
wcll-foi'iiicii Hiiiis, and uiiou my bosom sho j)li\tc(l lici- hciul, ;mi\ 
bUo«1 (cars of ilclighl. 

" I promise you most riiiliifiiUy tlint sticli simll !)C tliR cnsn, 
You sliiill tlioii be my wifo, ifsiicli is your wisli, nnd I will be as 
kiud to yon ns Inm now," 

" Ami love mu lis miicU?" she whisiioi'ed in my car. 

I kissiiil lici- ill i-CMpoiise, and sho was very well satisfied. 

''iwitl pray I ho saints lo give us prosperous winds, and a 
quick return to Havana," slio said ; and even while I held licr in 
my arms, she inuilcrcd a prayer iIiaI 1 hoped would be heard. 

The more I knew of Isadora, the more I liked lior. She was 
worthy of a better fulo than being JiuUcd lo a slaver, and I know 
It; but. I conUl not bear the idea of relinquisliing lior, and en- 
deavoring to make her lead a pure life. I uow lliiuk, when 
I look back upon (lie past, that I could have done so; for her 
Aflection for nic was nubonudeit, and slio would have f()llo\«'C(l my 
inslrnctions or requests, had I been serious in making litem. ])nt 
fale controlled us, iiud faio bari'ed all allemjits to bring tlio girl 
to a higher life. I saved her from a lingering imprisonnicnl, 
and perhaps donlh at the hands of a ptibiic executioner, by my 
selfish passion; but sho never regrollcd it, I believe, ami never 
ceased to love nio. 

I left Isadora liappy and coiifideiil, and went on deck, where [ 
found Murphy smoking a cigar, and walking back and forth in 
deep thought, 

"The li-aitor we have in our midst came very near accom- 
plishing his object lo-niglit," ho said. 

"I was thinking of Ihe same thing, and wondering how wo 
could prove Ins guill," I replied. 

" We will bring it oiil, and Ihen — " 

Muipliy did not finish the sentence, but he pointed lo onr forc- 
yai'd-jn'iii most signilieanlly. 

" I saw nothing of Thompson during Ihe attack," I continued. 

"Neither did I," the captain said; llieu turning to the man 
at lisc wlieel, lie asked, "Did you see aiiylhing of Thompson 
lo-nigh[ wlion ihe boats were ailacking uh?" 

"Thompson, sir?" replied Ihe man. "Now I come to think 
of it, sir, 1 don't think iliat I did." 

" ]Jld you see him near t)ie guns before the nttiiek?" the cap- 
taiu asked. 
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" T,c! mc SCO, sir. Now I (liink ot' it, I diil see liiiii i-quiiitiug 
over llie inkl»lu|i ^niiis ns though ho wiw lovclliii;; it." 

" What time was tliaf ? " I askud. 

" Wlmt lime, sir? J,ct mc sco. It was while (he lioats were In 
shoi-c, air, ciiul bcfoi-c tlic nttnck." 

" And did you kcc liiiii at the oilier gims? " i\riii'j)liy askcil. 

" At the other giins, .sir?" rcjioiited the man, who was a Briton, 
and had onec acted iu the capacity of waiter at a oook-shop in Iho 
lowest pai't of Liverpool. " Yes, sir ; I think that T did sco him 
Icaidug on Ihc six-pouiidcrs, and slapping liiem faniilinrly, ns 
though lie was elLoek full of fisht." 

"Tliat is good evidence," i\Iur[)liy said, as wo loft llio vicinity 
of the wheel, aiui talked apart. " I did not tike (lie appearance 
of llio man when ))c offered to ship, but he seemed so eager, and 
waM not pnrlicniiir regarding wages, so I look him. IF lio is 
pro\ed traitor ho shall swing." 

Tho next morning, al two bells, or nine o'clock, ns soon as the 
men had eaten their hi'cakfast and smoked their pipes, Ihcy were, 
gi'cally to their surprisct inustcrett nf), anri ranged in frO]it iif itio 
quttrlcr-deck, where lluvpliy was inslailed in stiiie, ftvnie<l willi a 
pair of revolvers, and n cullass at his side. 

"Mj lads," said the captain, suddcidy, " have I not always 
tvealcd you like men ? " 

" Yc^, .'^ir," cried the crew, with one accord, with the exception 
of 'riiom}"ojt, %¥lio had edged a\vny from tlie men until he stood 
outside of the circle. 

"Then which of you dare to turn traitor, and endeavor to give 
the schooner up to ils enemies?" thtmdercd Mtirphy, with eyes 
that Ititshcd tike coals of fire. 

Kot & man spoke, bill (hey looked their astonishment. Thomp- 
son, on whom I had kept my eyes, turned dca<tly pale, and r-a.st 
his eyes around ttio tioriKon, as lliough tlic sight of even Iho 
frigate wliich lie ran away from would bo a welcome relief 

"What! cannot a man among yon answer l!ie <pioslion?" 
thundered Murptiy, casting his eyes upon the face of every man 
before liim, as Ihougii he read liis Ihoughts. 

" I can speak for nicself, cap'u," one old tiir Siiid, taking a huge 
chew of tobacco, and rolling it ahonl his m'otith with ititiiiltc relish. 
" 1 don't know wlial tlie others may say, but i cim speak for ilic- 
eotf, and I'n> blowed if it be mo." 

" Kor mo ! " " Nor mo I " cried Ihc crciv. 
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" Yoii know wliiit you shipped for — don't you?" Mtirplij 

" Yes, sii- — to CHrry iiig^'^i'S to lluvaiia," responded the crew, 

I narrowly cs<-a|icd a, Huiilo nt the reply, whieli was cmiiieiiily 
a pi'nclicnl one, and not exactly what tlic vuptniu meant. 

"And what clso did yon sliiji lor?" tlmiulercd the master, 
more fierce than ever. 

" To obey oi'ilcra if wc hrokc owners," replied tlio old sailor, 
nodding to hia companions with the asaurKnco that lie was right. 

" Yos, you shipped lo obey orders," the captain coniinneil, " and 
you also shipped with (ho nnderstamling that if you proved iroaeh- 
orons or muiiiioiis, do.ith was to bo yonr poriion, alior a fair 
hearing. l>o yon recollect thul? " the captain asked. 

" We reeollecl it, sir," the men replied, more thoughtful. 

" Then there is no occasion for niy leading the documents. But 
you know thai (here has been trcaclicry ou hoard, and that by it 
wo wcro nearly captured last night. Now, on my account and 
your own, I demand of you llie traitor and his piinislnnent." 

Tlio men looked at each other, and sonio few wJiispercd to- 

" I tell yon what it i.s, eap'n," said rho old sailor ; " you knows 
the boys that has sailed with yon moro than one vige, and you 
knows that they ivouliln'l do sticli a Ihirrg-— don't you ?" 

"Until the traitor is fotnid and |iiniiKhcd, I shall look upon uo 



"Can't you tell ns, cap'a, whom yoii'spcc?" the old sailor 
Hskcd, as the men were leaving the quarter-deck. 

" No i go and, SCO if yoxi can't hit npoji liic lubber, and if your 
opinions Kquaro with mine, I am safisiicd. Go, and be careful." 

The men wont forward cabuly, and in silence. The first thing 
thoy did was to light their pipe^i and muster around the wind- 
lass ; for ft while they .spoke only in whispers. I kept my eyes 
on Thompson, and saw that ho appeaivd to lake an active part 
in the mutter, and apparently was endeavoring to lead the crew 
\ipon llic wrong track. 

" I Tear that fellow is a sea lawyer, and will iiuhico the crow to 
believe that some one besides liimaolf is the gnihy party," i said 
to Mnrphy, 

'■ Wait and sec," he replied. A sailor's judj;mcul is good, and 
nllhongh it may range wide of the mark somelimes, as a general 



tiling it will settle down iiboiit rijjhi. Tlioy wilt figiiro it out, <lo- 
jioiiil ii|)on ii." 

At length I could sco thnt tlicy wliisporctl among llicmsclvcs, 
mill lookoil with snajticion upon Tliomiisiin, who talked less, and 
Kpumcd inclined (o feci tliiit his |M)siiiou was getting lo be <i pre- 
Ciirious one. Ity and hy (lie jmillei's grew loiulei', and we coiild 
liciu', where we stood, on tlie (jimrtor-duck, Ihc rcmarkd thai wore 

" What did yoii want to go on ahoic for iu flic hisl boat ? " de- 
manded old Jack, wiio was elected H|>okcsinun, ou aeeoLuit of his 
" gift of glib," as the men called it. 

" 'Cos I didn't want to sail, in a vessel thai liaK to light her 
way ovci' the big pond," re|(tied the suspected man. 

"Didn't you knosv that yon wonld have to do a little of tliat 
when you put yer blasted name to (he piipers?" asked Jack. 

" No, 01' I wouldn't have jined," replied Thompson, boldly. 

" That's 11 cussed he, 'tos Ihe ' old man' don't I rick any one. 
Tie IcUs 'cm what tliey have fiot to 'sped, and they funl out that 
what ho says is true. AIll'! that so, lads?'' ho continued, appcul- 
hf^: to Ihe others. 

" That ia Iruo as a log-book," ihc men cried, with one accord. 

" You hpc that the others nil knew sonielhin' of the life wo was 
to lend, nnd I don't believe the 'old man ' would deceive any 
one but a nigger. Now, male, yon must confess uU that you 
know 'bout this 'fair, and it won't go ao luird with you." 

" I don't know anything about the matter," replied Thompson, 
oUstHLalely. 

" Now, mala, don'i go lo flying into the faro of an inmwtreifnl 
IVvidcncc with Ihal 'ere yarn, 'cos il won't go down wilh sailors, 
nliiioiigh marines.miRht believe it. We know that you was tboi- 
iiig your time round those 'ere guns urter they \va3 t;ippcd, and 
whtir's (ho use of your denying it? ]>idn't yon moan to give us 
to the moji-of- war's bonis?" 

" Upon my ivoid 1 didn't," responded Thompson, most earnestly. 

" Then may the devil liiivc mei-cy upon you as a most uimutni-nl 
liar," cried Jiii-k, with the nlmosl solcniuity j and tliccrcw cried, 
" Amen ! " as ihough it was pan of ihe ceremony. 

"Yon sec I was right in my siirmi.-'cs," Slnrphy said; hul 
hardly had ho finislicd speaking when tliu men made a sudden 
rush, threw Thompson upon the deck, und dcspiio his struggles, 
bouud his arms behind his back. 
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" Aft Willi liim ! " slioiitcii Jn-ck, " Lot ihc Ciiptniii pronounce 
Iih fdlc. IJuHili lo tniitovs ! " 

" Diialii io Irailors ! " rc-cchocd llio crew ; niul sciKiiig 'riiomp- 
fiou, tliey broiigiit him aft and throw him down ucai' tho break of 
the (|imrtcv-<lcck. 

" Ofip'ii," said Jack, " ivo have stiidicd over lliis 'ere thing, and 
wo havo got npon tho right track at last. Tliis num wum scun 
sknlkiitg bctow wlicn the boats atlackcd us, and ho wax sccii to 
brush the caps from the guns. Do with him as yon pleiise," 

"YoH hiivo done well, mon," Mui-phy replied. "I siis-peeted 
tho sniiio person yon have coiivicled, but it is not ibr me lo i)ro- 
uouuGc his d(!iUh. Tou can say how he shall die." 

" A lai! block aiid a rope's end," shouted (he crow. 

" For God's siikc, don't imivder mo ! " tho |>risoncr cried. " I'lit 
mo ashore U]>ou an ishttid, set me adrift in a boat; give mo 
some chance for my life." 

" Death to Ihc traitor 1 " cried the erew ; and oiio of the men, 
seizing a tail bloek, ran up the fore rigging and fastened it to tho 
fore yard-iirin. A second seized the end of a rope, am! passed it 
lip lo the first, and it was i-ovo through the block and led on deck. 
The doomed man was raised and curried forward ; hut at this 
Blago of proceedings I went below, for I did not liko to look 
upon tho hanging of the poor wretch, guilty as I know he was. 

I heard the word giveu, and a run by those who held the, rope ; 
and when I went on dock half an hour afterwards, all was quiet, 
and tho body of Thompson was miles astern, the ocean ibr a 
grave. 



CIIAl'TKR Vlir. 

A Bl'.ATJTIPUI. Kir.JlT. ~ A SHIP OS FIliK, AND \ynAT WK SAVIOR 
FKOM lli;i{.— -A KIVAI. TO ISADOIiA, ASl) AVilA'f SlLi; 'i'lIOUtiUT 
OF IT. 

Os the evening of the third day from Cuba, Isadoi'a and my- 
self were leaning over the vail, talking of past scenes and future 
ones. Tbe wind was light, and the ocean as calm as though 
asleep. The scliooncr was moving ibroufjh tho water not fiislef 
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tlmii lliveo knola per liour, niitl not a snimd was Iionrtl except 
llio lippHng of llic Wixter (is lUc CoqiicUo ctit lior way lliroiigli it, 
tlic cri'ttkiiig of llio masls aw\ yards, or !lio Koiig of r i;Bilor who 
nus trying to keep liiinRcIf ftwnko by singing sitcli ballads as ho 
liiul picked lip during his oi'uiso over tUo world, lliitphy had 
retired to his cahin to driiik a glasH of grog niid mnoke a eigur 
before "turning in" for the nighf, and I whs left ii|joii llic fiiiarlcr- 
di-Tk with Isiidorii, who, for the first linio since we bad been at 
sen, proposed to stand n-afch in iny company; and very happy 
I was lo find her willing lo keep bcv eyes open for the snkc of 
my Eoeiety. 

" We only need the moon io mitkc the scene romnnlic," I said, 
hi reply to some observation of the lady. 

" Then we need want it no longer ; lor see, there she rises liko 
a ball of fire from the ocean," Isadora said, pointing to the liori- 
KOIJ, about two points oft' our wcalher bow. 

I gaKcd ill the direction indicated, and lo my surprise saw n 
bright light upon the water, which did look some like the moon 
when it first rises from lite bed of the ocean. Hut in this insiunce 
i knew it was in the wroTig tiunrter of the hori/on foi' the moon 
to rise, and secondly it was not time for the moon to show itself, 

" That is not the moon, Isadora," I said, looking through a 
B}iy-g1:iKS. " It is a vessel on fire." 

"The saints preserve us — hut perhaps there arc people on 
board, and ilioy need help," she said, earnestly. 

" I have no dotiht of It," 1 replied. " I will cull Murphy, and 
see what he is disposed to do." 

" Light off tho starboard bow, sir," cried the lookout, who had 
been iiappitig, and just waked up. The cry aronsed llio drowsy 
watch, and all bunds were soon on deck looking with awe iit 
the fire. 

I stepped into the cabin, and found the captain jnst draining Iho 
liist drop of grog from a tamiblev. 

" What's the row?" he asked. 

" I e«n make out a bright light off the starboard how, and it 
looks liko ft vessel on fire," I i-cplictl. 

" And if wo go near her we shall be crowded with passengers, 
aiid thus ruin our voyage," was the heartless response. 

•' I wasn't thinking of that," I said. " I was thinking what wo 
could do to save the unforliiuales." 
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" Yen, it's just liko you." 

" And it would not surprise mc to hear you order (he coui'so 
of tlic vessel clinugcd, niid do nil yon can to siivc tlio lives of Iho 
crew," 1 rejoined (iiiietly, knowing that lio was not near as liard- 
hcniied as lie a|)|ieiired. 

n pay me for the loss of time and for ttio 
otild like lo know?" demanded Mnrjdiy, 
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upon yonr bed, knowing tliat you will 
) ni;in, yon will look back lo see wliat 
i jierlVivnied ; anil I hope that tlio rescna 
of ft crew from a l>nrnin<^ vessel ivill be the most iilofisant )iicturo 
that you can conjure h|i." 

" There's somelliing iu thai, after all," ilie captain gaitl ; " and 
oven if I doiL'l carry a nijiHcr lo Havana for six monflis to como, 
it shan't he said lliat I run away from a burning vcskcI, and loft 
llio crew lo starve in boms. Go on deck and alter the course of 
the schooner, and I will join you in a miiiuie." 

"Wluit do you make of her?" the caplain asked, as ho wad- 
dled up some liiuc nftcrwnrds. 

" A ship, sir." 

"And we arc three miles from her .U least?" 

" Just about Hint distance, sir." 

"At the rate we arc moving ihrongh (he water, we shan't bo 
able lo speak her for more llian an hour," Murphy said. "Take 
the boat and four hands, and pull (o the vessel, and do what you 
can to save the crew and the effects of the ollicers," 

Til hear was to obey. 

Am wc approached the sliip, I saw that the fire h»d communi- 
eaicd to llto foremast, and was ascending with wotulerful rapidity. 
1 looked hard to discover if there was any one on boai'd, but Iho 
(leek appeared to he deserted, and lUe boats were uol banging at 
llie davits. 

" I don't sec any one on deck, sir," said one of iho men, pull- 
ing wilh one band, and looking at the wreck. " It's my opinion 
that they have cleared. She looks like a greaser, and they don't 
Slop long arler a fire's on hoard." 

Ulic man meant ibaf she Avas a Spanish ship, and was mauLLcd 
by Sjianiards, 
■ " I've heard (ell ihcni 'ere fclbrs carry lols of yallar hoys on 



tticir IrijSH," cried one of tiio men, named Bill, a unlive of Miiinc, 
niiil a B(out,aelivo sailor. 

" Ami if wo could net liolil of 'cm, thci'c'd be no one lo dcuy 
our right to 'cm," siiggcMtcil another. 

" Ilnilti't wo bolter go alongr'ido, sir?" asked tlio other oara- 
inan. " We can get up by the mi/./on channels, and the (iro don't 
Keum fo make mncli liciidway as yet." 

" licsidca, some liiiman critter maybe on board jist as likely 
as not," Bill remarked, seeing that I still Jicsilatcd. 

" We ought to save 'em if sicb i* tbc case," another vcmnrked. 

" If we arc going to do it, we haven't got mueh liinc, I guess," 
eaid (lie Maine man. 

" Give way, boys," 1 cried ; " we will see what (lie old craft lias 

The men dipped their oars into tlie wafer, and with one vigor- 
ous stroke sent the boat alongside, under the misinen dianncl. 

" Two of you slay in the boat, and Bland ready lo stiqve off at 
a second's warning," 1 said, ns I swung myself info the channel 
by Hie aid of llic chains. 

The Maine man and Jack, who pnlled the af)cr oar, followed 
me on deck, »'liere 1 saw, by ii hurried glance, that the ship was 
about iiiDc liundrod Urns' bui'duit,and built I'oi' ihc accommodation 
of p;i---i>ngers. The decks were alrewed wilh elolhing and provia- 
ion>, !i-^ tliougb ihe crew had taken their departure in a hurry, 
and had nut slopped lo place in the boats one half the arliclcs 
ivhieh ihcy had collected. The smoke fi-oni the flro, owing lo the 
light wind, arose in dark clouds, but did not reach that porCiou 
of the vessel upon which wo stood, 

" Now, then, let ng search for Ihc yaller boys," said liill, spring- 
ing from the poop deek and looking into (ho cabin, which waa 
lilk'd nith smoke, — <oi it was lolhn^ out of (he doois and i>ky> 
ligliis in ptofusion 

JSill hi sit \iu\ foi a moment, and acenicd nndeudul ^^hat to do> 
He found lliat there was mori, smoke than he bii^nncd lot 

"Do^\n on }ohi hand's and knees, and ci>.cp, I said iho 
man took the hint and disapp<.aiul 

1 (olliwid him 111 the 'aino humble mannei, and uas agree- 
ably MiipiisLl to hnd that tlio smoki was not so dense but Ihat 
ll conid I boinc m a iccumbent position and iiept on until I 
Kuddci Ij found that I m is ijlhiij, hiddloiy down half a dorcu 
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Slops, (ind for ii few niiiuilcs was soinewbnt bewildered by my 
full. I looked Hiomul, ami as ibo smnkc was not vei'y thick, I 
coubl see lluit I bad fallen down tbc steps of tbe lower cabin, 
wbicb niHsl bavo been used by lB<ly ))n9seiigei's, for oh ibo tran- 
som were lying a guitar, iiccdlc-work, and a lady's drosses, or 
what I supposed lo be the rigging of a woman, for I dill not stop 
to oxaininc Ihern. I was just about lo lako a took into a state- 
room when 1 heard hanl breathing, and in the next moment tliero 
wan a toiid crash, somolliing similar lo that whieh I liad made a 
few momenta before, and down the steps rolled Itill, oiio of my 
boat's crew, wlio, in making liis examination upon his hands, had 
fallen into llic same way lliat I had. 

"Jilast me, Sir. Itobcrl, but is this yoii?" ho asked, in sur- 
prise. " How did you get here, sir? I rolled down the steps." 

" O, I found (lie steps," I replied, for I didn't tare abont expos- 
ing my mcihod of descending Ihem ; and the answer was satisfac- 
tory. 

" Ilnvoit't found any treasure yet — have you, sir?" ISill asked. 

" Not a tent." 

;' Nor T, but I think that Ihcrc must be some in the transom. 
I'll look and see." 

lie wrenched off tlio covering, and while bo was at work, I 
looked into Ibo stale-rooms. I found that they liad undoubtedly 
been oneupied during the paswgc, for various articles were scat- 
tered npon Uic deck j and while I was feeling in one of the berths 
lo sea if any person had been tell behind, my hand cante in eon- 
tact villi a small bo\, not larger than a man's hand. It felt eold 
and heavy, so I had the cnriosily lo hold it close to my eyes for 
the purpose of seeing what it was composed of. It was of yellow 
metal, and perhaps gold, although the light was so bad Ibat I 
could uot tell precisely. I saw lliat there was a emull key in Iho 
box, which I put in my jxicket ; and then thrust the casket in 
the bosom of my shirt, and continued my investigations, 

I had already examined three slalc-rooms, and found siothing 
that was worth carrying oft', excepting llio casket which I have 
alluded to, so after glancing at Itill, and seeing that he, was hard 
at work upon the transom with an axe, which ho had fonnd somo- 
whero, 1 opened the door of the last state-room, on the slarboard 
side ; but the door was obstrucled by something, and I was com- 
pelled lo pre^s hard before I could gain a .still'icieiit ."pace to admit 
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my head and body. I nm afraid I was not very gentlo, for X 
rccollcflt iiltcring on oath as I slopped info the room, ami trod 
upon fiomulliiug llial made my licart bent quick witli Hppi'cliciisioii, 

I stooped down and full with my hands i llioy fame in con- 
tact with ftcsb ; ami by a Ihtlo inmsipnlation I was enabled lo 
make ont tbat upon the deck was the body of a female, but 
wlicttiier (lead or alive was a question i\'lucli I did not dai'o to ask 
inysetf, or to answer if I bad. I took tlio insensible form in my 
arms, and as I did so Ihoiigbt that I could detect llio faint throb- 
bing of a heart bcncatli my hand, and (he face, although I conld 
not sec it disliiiclly for the smoke, was soft and warm as it touched 
my own bearded phi/.. 

"Have yo fonnd anything, Mr. Kobert?" asked Bill, as I 
entered the cabin. 

" Yes," I replied, stcci-ing for the stops. 

"What is it — silver and gold, sir?" he asked. 

" No, something better," I responded. 

" Not diamonds, sarHnly?" he asked, ns he approached me. 

I made no response, but Hill wna determined lo see what I had, 
and stuck dose imtil ho got a glimpse of (ho clothes, then re- 
turned lo the transom in disgust, muttering, — 

" Darned if the male ain't carrying off all (he bedclothes, as 
though wo hadn't got fleas enough wi board of the Coqiictle 
now ! " and then llirough (Jie smoke I saw him icim'u to the tran- 
eoni, and I'cconinienco his search for gold. 

I held my breath when I reached flic main cabin, and ruslied 
for rlio steps, still bearing my burden in my arms. I knew the 
direction of the door which led on deck, and reached it, althougii 
niost aulfocatcd for the want of air. Through (he door I sfag- 
goi-ed and reached the deck, wbero I fell gasping for breath, and 
with a strange dixKincss in my head, that, for a few seconds, len- 
dcrcd me almost unconscious of my burden or myself. But I re- 
vived siifRciently to know (bat (ho woman whoin I had carried 
in my arms needed some attention ; and once more lining her, I 
gained the poop deck, where fresh air was to be obtained, and 
where the smoke had not yet reached, 

Then, for the iii-st time, I looked at the face of my burden, and 
by the bright liglit which the burning foremast afforded, was as- 
tonished at its wonderful, its heavenly beauty. She was n yonnj; 
girl, nof moie than sixteen years of age, with dark hair, long aoil 
10 
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very profuse, is-itU skin that waa so piiro mid wliilc, it looked 
liko pcitblied raavblo more tlmn flesli. For n fuw seconds 1 
could not move, so eidranced was I Ity tlie looks of tlmt fnco ; 
but I sudOctdy rccollecled tliat if I wislicd to save so much 
lovclioe^^H, it i^'ns iieccssiuj I slionld lake soino measures (o 
restore the lady !o cotiecioiisrioss i but I liardly knew bow (o go to 
work, for somehow I felt even to 1o\ich lier liaud would bo a sin 
on my part. I tried her pulse, and it bent ii faint response to 
tbo prcpsuro of my nngers, and then I placed my hand near (ho 
legion of her heart, nnd was overjoyed (o Hod that its pulsntions 
liad not ceased, I knew that a liltio water would do moi'O 
llniH nnylliing else to restore her, and cast my eyes over the ileek 
to find the sculllc butt, hut it was on ilio forwiud part aik) Kur< 
rounded by Hamcs. I recollected that wo h.id a water kog in ihu 
boat, and flew to the mi/./cn chains, looked over, and saw that 
liie two men wcro still in her. 

" Jack," I said, " pass mo up a pot of water, and bear a baud." 
" Ay, ay, sir," replied tbo man ; and then looking np be asked, 
" Have you found anything, sir, that is worth carrying oil'?" 
" Yes." 

" What is it, sir?" the man asked, pausing in tbo act of pour- 
ing out tbo wafer. 

" You will soon know ; so bear a luuul witb the water," I re- 
Jack oboycdj but I could hear hlin mullcr lo his companion,-— 
" They have jjot a box of gold ; now mind what I say." 
Tbo water was passed tip, and with it I hurried to tbo lady, 
who did not manifest any signs of eonscionsncss. I raised her 
head and poured a liltio down her throat, and tbon bathed her 
fiico Bud forehead ; but there wci-c no signs of life. I was almost 
in despair, but I did not i-chix my elToi'ts. I chafed her hands, 
und as she had on loose sleeves I rubbed her arms luilil (boy were 
aglow with friction, and onco more I poured a few drops of water 
in her mouth — a month that looked radiant with small tcctb, 
while as pearls, — and to my inton.ie satisfaction my |>atieut ut- 
tered a sigh and half opened ber eyes, bnt immediately closed 
tbcni again as tbongb tho awakening was painfid. 

Just Bt this moment, when my anxiety was tho most intense. 
Bill staggered from the cabin, blinded and almost choked by (lie 
smoke, bearnig in his arms a box that was about ten inches long 
and fiva wide. 



" Ilang mo if I hain't foiiiiil tlio greaser's money," ho shoiireil, 
na Hooii ns hu*wn3 able. " I've got oiio box, and thci'c'a more 
of 'em." 

He cnmc close to mo ami (Icpnsiteil his box, ami then Iookc<^ at 
my precious charge for a moment. 

"Don't you think, Ulr. Kobeit," lie aakeil, " that it's hc3t to 
let the woman go, anil do what wo can to save the money?" 

" You briilo !" I Kaid, "would you leave tlio girl (o <iio for 
the sake of a few pounds of gokl or silver?" 

" Ah," he answered, " 1 wouldn't give that box for all tho wo- 
men in tlio land of tlio greasers." 

" Then go for more, r»<I leave mo to lend this poor girl, who, 
for atiglit that I know, may be dying. Call up the men iu tlio 
boat, and get otil what you eivn j and work lively, for the flames 
m"c coming aft." 

" Ay, ay, sir," he relurncd, r«llier gruffly; and in a moment 
lUo other mcH were on deck, and followed Hill into the enbiii, al- 
thongh I lieaid them whisper that the " mule would have another 

I again bathed my patient's head ami face, and then Iiad tho 
aatigfaelion of seeing a pair of dark eyes open and look around 
with the most iulenso astonishment. 

For a few moments aflcr llio lady opened her eyes, she ga^cd 
at mo fixedly, as though she knew not where she was, or what 
had lia])pcncd. Then lier eyes wore turned to tho Hre, and, 
ulicring a faint moan, she covered tliemwith her hands. 

" Fear nothing, senorila," I said, speaking in tlio Spanish 
tongue. "You are with friends, and those who will save you." 

She tisloiicd iu silence, aud f lieu uneoveied her eyes, and looked 
Rt mc altcntii'cly. I dou't think she saw anything to alarm her, 
for the terror which she manifested gradually disappcnrcd, and 
al length slus spoke. 

"Who are you?" she asked; and I observed thai, as she 
Bpokc, slio gradually atteiupled to wiiiidraw her form I'rom my 
arms, at which act I felt grieved, but did not make ohjeetions. 

" I am an olllcer," I replied, 

" But not on board of this ship," she said. " I havo uo recoi* 
Icc'ian of ever having seen your face before." 

"You are right, senorila," I replied, most respectfully, and 
BtiH speaking in the Spanish tougne, which 1 judged was her 
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nalivo kngHiigo. " Had I been (in ofl'icer on board of this ship," 
I continued, " I Rhonlil never liavo left so niiieb gmco nnd lovoii- 
ncss 10 perish by fire, ll was cownrdly to do so." 

"They forgot me," slic said; "the saints pardon tlioin, but 
they iiHisl liave forgotten llmt I was on hoard." 

" Aiui when you awoke," I saiil, "you found the ship de- 
serted ? " 

"I know not; but Ihcro was smoVo in the state-room, and I 
Bought to reach Ibc deck by |)assing througli tho cabin. I ivas 
howildci'cd ami Icrrillcd, and di-iven buck. I had Just scaso 
enough lo open tho vuiitihilor, and recoltecl nothing inoro. I caik- 
not find words to express tay gralhudo, bnt my father shull, if we 
ever sec him." 

" Way I Hsk the name of your father, scnonta?"! inquired. 

"Don Ingracia, of tho phiutation of St. Filipc," she answered. 

" Ten miles from Iluvana?" I askjjd. 

" Tho same, senor." 

Her father was, then, Ihc richest man in Cuba. I bad heard of 
him olicn, as being a largo owner of slaves, and the possessor of 
eevcral plantations in (ho department of St. I'Mipe. 

" And bow could ho trust liis duugbter such a distance from 
homo? " I asked. 

" Simply because I begged him to lot mo visit Spain, for tho 
purpose of seeing tho country and my relatives." 

Ilcr eyes flUod willi tears, and she covered thopn with her hands, 
and remained silent. 1 did not iutcrrupt lior grief; but was 
looking at her, and wishing that I laid tho power to console her, 
ivhcu my men emerged from tho cabin, blinded OTid choked by 
the siuoke, which was increasing rnpi<lly. Tliey dashetl tho 
Ixixes which ihcy cnvricd on the deck, and nisliod npon iho 
poop for air, wliich they inhaled as though dying for tlic want 

of it. 

" Have yon got all ? " I asked. 

" All that wo can find, sir, owing to this smoke. Curse it, 
I'm almost strangled," replied Jack. 

" Thou into the boat with tho boxes," I said. " Tlie llro is 
Bprending aft rapidly, and in a few minutes will reach the maga- 

The men recovered from their coughing fit, and contmeucod 
lowering the boxes into (be boat. There were six of them, and 
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wicli box woiglioi] ns «iuch as a liiiiiilrcil pouuds, judging from 
tho iiitiiiimr ill wliicli tlio ninii tinndluil llmm. 

" Tlic 1)0X03 arc all uboard, sir," said liill. " SliiiU wc put tho 
gttl into ific ijoat, too?" 

" No, you bnilc. I will pluco licr tlicro mysolC I can't (rust 
yoii." 

" Scnorila," I said, " wo must leave tlie sliip, for tho iiro will 
soon spread to the (piarter-dcck. Wo boiotig to n vessel wliich is 
QOt more than half a iiiilu from us, ami oil board of licr you ivill 
meet with a warm woloomo, and with one of your o^vii sex." 

She gave nio her hand as I spoko, and arose. I led her to tho 
rail, but flt the sight of the boat, so far boiieadi, her heart almost 
failed, and she shrank back. 

" lictter let us |)nt a whip on the erotehct yard, sir, and whip 
her iulo iho boat by (he aid of u strnp just below her flippers." 

Tlie advicd whicli tlio man offered was not to bo enterliiiiied 
for a motnent. Tiio wretch wuuted mo to pnt a sirap around her 
slight waist, and hoist her into the boat like a barrel of sugar. 

" Feni' nothing, senorita," I said, when sho shrunk back, " I 
will land you in tiio iioat without iiceident ; " and as I spoke, I 
put my arm around hor ^vaist, lifted her gently from the doek, 
aj)d stepped into tlio channel. Then grasping one of the chains, 
I placed one foot upon the sheathing, and was withiu a few inchca 
of the boat. 

" Now, senorita," I said, " lot go your hold and trust to luc." 

She did so, and I held her for a inomejit with my right aim, 
pressed close to my heart, and tho next instant I i'eached the ijoat 
in safety, and deposited my lovely burden in tho stein'Shcets. 

" Come on, boys," I said ; " we hftve saved all that ivc can from 
the ship." 

Tho men tvinibied over tho rail, and were in the boat io a 
moment. 

" Shove off," I cried ; and with a few strokes of the oars tiio 
boat was sent some distance from the btiriiing vessel. 

"Where's the Coquette, sir?"a8ked Jack; and tho men lay 
on their oars and looked for the schooner ; but owing to tiio tight 
of the burning vessel, wo could soe but a short distaiieo. 

Suddenly a blue light (lashed over (he water, about half a milo 
oBf oiir starboard quarter. 

" Tbero's tho old lady, sure 'uuff. I kucw they ^vouldu't deaerl 
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as," Bill cried ; and dipping tlie oars inio tlic wafer, tlie l>o«t was 
heiidcd towards tlio scliooniir. 

We gained (lie side of the slaver, ivIirii Jrnrpliy looked over 
tlio rait in snrpriso, 

"Anollicr potlicotit, by George," he snid. "Where in t!io 
devil's ttnine did yoti pick her iipj"' 

" Hush," I replied, softly ; " we have got a pri^^e, and one but- 
ter IliHU six IniHdrcd slaves." 

" Whttt do yoii menu ? " he asked. 

" She 18 Iho daughler of Don Ingracia, the rich planter of (;Liba. 
We found her on board, having been dcsui'tcd hy Iho cowardly 

" The devil ! " whistled Mnrpliy. " You liavo luadc a afvike, and 
no mistake. Pass her up, and let mo have a look at her." 

We had steps for the lady to go up the side of the vessel ; and, 
by my assistance, she was soon lauded on dcek anil conduetcd to 
the cabin, where Isadora received her n-ith true woman's kind- 
ness; and togctlicr they disappeared in a state-room, whore wo 
loft, them to oxcliange confldcnccs if thoy pleased. Just at llmt 
moment flio second male uauic for ordei-s. 

" Wherc'll you havo them 'ere boxes put, sir? " ho asked. 

" JIow mauy are llicre?" asked 3Inrpliy. 

"Six, sir, and cnssed heavy." 

" Do you know what's in 'em ? " askod the captain. 

"I haven't the slightest idea," I replied, " hut I fhink they 
Gonlain silver or gold." 

" Bring 'em aft," cried SInrphy, " and send llie carpenter here. 
We'll soon see." 

The crew were cxeiteil, and crowded aft, as far as they dared, 
to get a gliiujiso of the contents of tlio boxes. 

" liring a lantern hero, steward," Aluiphy roared ; and when 
the light was brouglif, a few vigorous blows rcniovcil tiio cover of 
a box, and iho glitloi' of gold met onr eager gaKO, 

" llnrrab ! " roared Murphy ; " yallei' lioys, by — ■" 

"Onrforten's made now, for sarten," cried one of the men; 
Aud for A moment (ho crow crosvded around (bo box, and forgot 
all discipline. 

"Hullo!" cried the ciiptnin, looking up and finding that ho 
was surrounded by his men ; " what in the devil's namo are you 
doiug hero? Go forward, all of you." 
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" Wo only want to sec ivliat flio boxes coiilain, cnpfitin," one 
of the inoii Kiiitl, "Welind hard work to git 'cm, nud it's only 
right tliat wo sliould know what's wtml." 

Miivjihy inaile no-reply, but he walked qiiiclly tip to the man, 
and slriiuk liini a blow ilmt Kent him reuliii;; iiUo tbu seuppcrs. 

" liliisl yisi', will you slop to dispuic my orders agin?" tl>c c:a(>-. 
taiu said. " Wlieii 1 give an order, I wiint it obeyed. Do you 
mind that?" 

The ci'civ began to slink forward, but did not say a word, ex- 
cepting Hill, wlio was knocked down. 

" I didn't inoini anything that wasn't ri^^ht, eap'n," ho said. 

" O, you didn't — did you ? Tlieu don't do it again, my uiau, 
'cos I'm not to be trilled with." 

The men went forward williout a murmur that wo conld licai", 
and I fclt.very thankful for it ; for I was dying with four fbnl the 
new arrival would hear the dislurbituce, and got aiitrnicd at her 
first appearance on boai'd a slaver. 

" Dill llic woman notice that you liad the boxes in llic bout?" 
asked the cajilaiu, raihcr hoarsely, whcti ho saw the amount of 
gold that was glitieriiig before him. 

Isaw that the "old man" bud one of his ftVitrice fits on, by the 
tones of bis voice. 

" Of cour.se sbc did," I replied. 

"Can't you persuade her that what she saw w.as iiotbiug but 
old iron, or mayhap a lot of grub, or aouiethin' of that sort ? " ha 
whispered, 

" I think that she feels bo grateful at being gavcd, (bat bUc 
will say uolhing about the gold," I romarkcil. 

" But I ain't going to risk any such thing. I inoaTi to know 
whetlier she'll bhib, or keep her mouth shut, or say tluit she saw 
uotiiing. Tliat's what I'm going to do." 

" Hut how ? " I askwl, 

" Look here," ihe captain said, speaking low and confldcutially ; 
" slm's an lieii'ess, or what do you call a girl what has got money ? 
Well, never mind Ibat. Her dad has got the rocks — lour or 
Ave million, I s'pose ; and she'll got it all, 'eos he's old and big 
wife is dead. Now, what's to prevent nic from splicing her, uud 
usaking her happy through life?" 

" 8iip]K>se the lady should refuse you ? " I suggested, 

" She can't," was the answer. 

"Why not?" 
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" ISccatiso, ill the first place, slic is in oitr power, nitil wc can ilo 
Willi licr as wc pleitse. In Ihc next pini^c, I don't sec wl y slio 
sliould object to llio nifttdi, tor I'vo got money as well us wlie. 
Shiver my timbers, bill I iiiigjit liikc my picli fVom girls just iia 
pretty. What do yon ihink ol' llie project ? " 

" To tell yoii the frulh, I think that wo slisill miiko more lo rc- 
alore licr (o her father iiniiijiircd," I snitl. " His libcraliiy will 
be moro likely to be roused if ihe girl reports that she wjis 1 rented 

" I ehftl! trust only lo ccrtftintics," wns Ihc nnswcr. "I'litlicr 
Bho shall marry yon or ino before she leaves (he vessel." 

" But I have some one now to look after." 

"Well, you won Id n't object to a change — would yon? Couldn't 
wc contrive to leave licr at Gabun ? Accidenlally, of course. Old 
Cringy would give a liundred niggers for the girl, and jump at 
the bargain. Couldn't we divide thorn between iis, ami ninko 
someihiiig pretty out of it?" 

I listened in silence to this infamous proposition. I knew that 
I should only make an enemy, and a powerful one, if I rejected 
it flt oiiee, and thereby make Isadora's situation extronicly im- 
pleasaiit. 

"You will think of ihc matter," the captain said, with a shiirp 
look, 

" Yc9 ; I will turn it over in my mind," I i-eplied, 

" Wc can make ten ihoiisiiVid dolbiva apiece by ihe operation, 
and that will <i:ive ns a start in the world. The woman would 
bo treated well, 1 suppose, aiul that will be enongli for you lo know." 

I II 1 lly I y 1 {,na(ion wlien I hcai'd the propo- 

b I II I ^ lising my real senlimonis, and 

ft) 1 A I II 1 1 f, the subjeel somo attention. Wo 

Sk J II he projecl, but rclurued lo tlio 

b 1 I 1> Icck and wrenched the covers from 

1 I Ij J rewarded by the sighl of more 

g 1 1 I I I til! iiid as wo found in caeii box a 

p [ (,1 f money and ihc names of iho 

11 111 riving at a dctinilo I'csult. We 

f 1 I II i r 1 the llames some ihrec hundred 

I I I I lo belong lo the senors Mor- 
Si I 'hen we discovered llic fact, wo 

iglit get It, but wo rather thought that they 
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wished ihe sci 
would not. 



■ hi Google 



A VAr.UAIlT.K CASKK.T. 153 

As tlio boxes ivcro stowed bolo^v, tlic buniing vessel, iviiieli was 
»boiit ImH'a mile (Hsliml, sent up n ilozeii Klrciiks of bright tlitnio, 
jiiid llicii nil cxpJosion followetl, nml for « few secoiuls we flould 
jeo hundreds of tVagmcnls in the nir, nil fldmiiig like rockets, 
larting ill every direction ; and then followed Ihe siiUoii phinjjes 
;« the limbers slriic-k the water, and the hissing sounds ns the fire 
wits (juonchcd by tbe aamc. A few cinders siritck tlie deck, but 
they were barinlcss, niid tboro wna uo danger that oui' sails 
would take fire from flieni. As soon as the explosion was over, 
I entered the cabin, and knocked at the door of my »tale-rnom. 
Isiidora opened it, 

" Do not come in, sir," she said, softly. " The lady bus biid 
down, and is asleep." 

" 0, no, I am not," Gracia — the name of tbe new comer — 
answered ; " let my preserver enter, liy all meims." 

I saw ft frown — a slight one — upon I-i^atlorti's brow, nnd I 
knew that the first pang of joalonsy bad been sow". I heeded 
tlie sign, and declined entering. 

" Isadora," I said, kissing away the frown in a (|iiiet way, 
"let the stranger occnpy the room wiib yon to-nigbt, and 10- 
luorrow wc will find out whitt citri be done for ber accommoda- 
tion." 

" And you are sure Ibat yon still love but me?" Isadoi-« whis- 
pered, as she left the room, and put her arms around niy neck. 

" But yon, love," I answered, returning the kiss ; and sbe waa 
satisfied. 

1 retired to one of tlio vacant state-rooms for the purpose of. 
getting a few hours' sleep (hiring my walcb below, I kicked off 
my shoes, and was about to " turn in," when J recollected tbe enskot 
which i had fonnd ujion tbe Virgin, the name of the ship that 
was biu-ued. I renio^ed it fi'om its place of couecnimciit, ami ex- 
aiiiiucd it by the liglil. Tbe box was of gold, heanlifuUy engrnved 
and chased, and contained the armsof some Spanish family, whom 
I cared but precious liliie about. I inserted tbe key in the lot^k, 
opened the box, niul my eyes wore gratified with the sight of 
sparkling Jewels of real antique pattern and sotting. I looked 
at them for n moment without speaking, I was so nstonislied, and 
tlien i arose and carefully locked (ho door of luy state-room, for 
fear that some one would suij)rise me. 

Af^cr locking the door I scaled myself, and cxamiuod the jowola 
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at leisure. I found that tlicra was a ncckiaco tcrmitiatin<; with a 
cross, all slnililcil with diainoiitls of lar;^o dzc, tho Riiinllcst woigli< 
iitg, I jii(l^c<1, over a carat, and llio lnrj;csl oiic about six ctiraln. 
1 counted llio stones, aud found that tliorc were i'orty in llie iieek- 
lacc, aud ton in tlio cross. I laid llie c.iuhh and nceklaec aside, 
and took u|) the next jewel. It wi\» a brcnslpin, of Jnrge si^o 
and clumsy selling, but was ricli wiili diamonds of great she, 
aud contained twcntyj with one in llio centre, an immense stone 
aud veiy brilliant, for it (lashed all liio colors of the rainbow, 
as I held it toivards the light for ins[ieetion. It was the largest 
diamond I had ever seen, and probably had been in some fiunity 
for centuries, as an heirloom. I admired the beauly of Ihe jiin 
for some time, before I passed on to the ne\l articles, which wcro 
a pair of bracelets, of very heavy pattern, and studded wiili dia- 
monds of great price. The cuds, wliich chisped together, wcro 
composed of emeralds, of extraordinary brilliancy, and as Uii'go 
as a man's thumb. There were fifty diamonds in caeli bracelet, 
and ench.dtninond weighed, I judged, abont two carats, i laid 
them aside, and conlrmied my investigation. 

The next articles I examined were a pair of ear-rings, of an 
aniiqno pattern, aud each ear-ring contained one large diamond, 
brilliant as the evening star, and large as a small filbeit. From 
tho ear-rings I passed on to the rest of the jewelry, and fouinl il 
consisted of linger-rings, sot with diamonds of varions kinds, from 
a cluster, containing a dozen small diamonds, not weighing moro 
than two carats each, to a single-stone ring, which weighed 
seven oi' eight carats. There were about n dozen rings, and 
Bome of them were cvidctitly inieiided for mivscnline hands, for 1 
slipped several npou my lingers withont nnieh trouble. There 
Was but one other article that remained to be examined, and I 
ftwnd that it. was a ci-oss, cniblemntieal of some title of nobility. 
It was three inches long and ihree inches broad, and was covo'cd 
with diamonds and rubies of large size aud wonderful brilliancy. 

Had ftlurphy not made his infamous proposition, I think I 
should have let him shave niy gootl forlmte ; but I was suspicious 
of him, and determined to keep Ihe mutter a secret, even from 
Isadora, fearful that something might happen, and that she would 
6elray me. Wliilo I was llnis meditating, I heard some one try 
my door. Hastily replacing the arliclcs in the casket, I threw it 
into a berth, and covered it wilh a blanket, and then uidockcd 
(he door, aud saw Murphy. 
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" I saw timt you Iiaci not tiiriicd in," llio caplnin said, " aud I 
didti't know but you was Hii;k. Yoii aro all I'iglit, I liopo." 

" Never felt hciltcr in my life," I niiswcml. " I was tliiiiking 
of llio doings of Itiu liay, ami was loo nci'voiis to slucp ; so I sat 
lieTO and flinokctl. Won't you join me?" 

" No, no i titni in and get some rest. IVo liavc got a stiff 
broGi'o, and a fair one." 

" How do you intend fo divide the money that wo foiiud tO> 
day?" I askod. 

" According to rank," lie answci'cd. " TJie largest portion will 
remain aft.' 

" And suppose tlic boys grumble," I remarked. 

"Let'em grnniblo until ibcy ni'c hoarse. Their grumbling 

can't move me. We ain't going to navigate and ruti risk for the 

s Ke ol liking the fortcns of every Jack Ear that thinks he is 

t By no nieiins ; " and with this adi'iee, the Ciiptaiu wud- 

II 1 o t of llio slate-ruom, and turned in. 

I I t iued to hold on lo the diamonds at all ha/urds, and for 
11 t c 1 locked thojii up In one of my diesis, which was in 
tl Ic ooni. 1 took good cure that Ihe Ciiske! was put into a 

Be el 1 aver, the cxislcuce of which no one knew but myself. 
Bj I s I ie it was eight bells, or four o'clock in the morning, 
a 1 y itch on deck. 1 found the Nccoiid mate in n sociable 
mood, for Ihe Nvind was fair, and wo wore nniking eight knots per 
hour. 

" You luivcn't had mnch of a nap," Ihe second male said. 
" I've scon a light in your state-room ever since you've been 
below. I don't feel much like steep myself, 'cos I've been think- 
ing what It haul we made lo-day, and how I should spend my 
money. I'll give up eating old boss and ministers' faces, anil 
have a farm and lota of pigs, and not tui'i\ out every time Ihe wind 
blows fresh to help reef fore and aft sails," 

" And before you have been on shore six monlhs, you will foi'- 
got your resoiulions, and ship once more. I've seen such things 
bclbrc," I replied. 

" Not a bit of it," was the answer ; and Ihou the ofileor sunk 
bis voice lo a whisper, as ho said, "That's a fiuc-iooking craft 
you brought alongside lo-day." 

1 knew that he alluded to Gracia; bo I said that she looked 
very woU. 



,1 Google 



156 A Sr..\-*' lilt's AD^KKTL-KKS. 

" Now, what's to become of hei-? llisit's llic (|iicalinn. We iiro 
going to Africa, ami she wauls to go to Cuba. It's n loii;j limo 
afore sho'H sec lici' friends, ami slio'il need HOmo ocic to look arlor 
licr — won't filie?" 

I remarked that probably she would. 

" Now s'jioso I Bboiild ofter to maii'y her, (iiid nialio Iici' an 
honest womnn. WImt shonld yon sny to flint?" 

"IJut the !ndy lias Imd lint a slight iiw;nahilaiico with yon," 
enUl I. 

" What does it matter?" 

" Not mnch, sometimes, btit ladies of a high grade of society 
reqniro foi'limo and many aecomplisbmenis, before Ihoy consent 
to give their hiuuls." 

" DIast it, Mr. Uobevt, ain't I accomplished?" cried the otTicor, 
indignantly. " Ciin't I knot a rope, steer a ship, splice, or reef a 
sail with any man on board?" 

" That is true," 1 replied, with a smile ; " but yoii know that 
she is not aware of all those good qualities." 

"Bull can tell her — can't 1?" the man asked, (juite indig- 
nantly. 

" Yes, after you have learned tlio Spanish language. Think 
hoiv inconvenient it would bo to have a wife that yon couldn't talk 
with." 

" O, r could learn hcv the English lingo in no lime, if I only 
bad time, and a chance. No fear of Ihitt." 

" Well, I advise you to make application without delay, for (ho 
captain also has thoughts in that direction ; " and while J spoke, 
I looked llio man fnll in the face lo see what effeet my anuounoe- 
inent wonhl make. 

Jlia counlenanco changed ininiod lately, and I saw that he was 
disappointed, ami somewhat rovengefnlly inclined. 

" O, if llio captain intends to enter the ring, I s'pose I must 
step out," he said. 

The second mate, after asking mo lo say nothing about the con- 
versation that iiad occurred, retired beloiv, and leil me in posses* 
sion of iho quarter-deck, and I fell lo ruininoling. My first 
object was to save the lady, and that I resolved lo do at nil haz- 
ards, even if I had to venture my life in hor defence; yet I felt 
that il would not do to have arniycd against mo bolh explain 
and Hocoud mate, for they could make my position a liiUe uu- 
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comforiable, and purhaps give mo a knock on (lie lieiid llial would 
not Ije ngrcciibJG. 1 kniiw Jliirphy woiilU slfiiiil my Iricnd just 
as long lis it wiis for liis interest lo do bo, tiiid no longer. At 
lenst I Kiispcctctt liiin of just so inucli atlndnncnt anil no more, 
and I thought lliat I would govern my love by his. The lady 
should bo saved, but how to do it imd save myself was a question 
which I determined to let lime alone solve. I thought that willi 
two lliinga to breed disaffection on boiird, untnari'ied women and 
boxes of gold, n row could not be slaved olf a great while ; and 
even while I was thna meditating, one of tlio men njiproaehcd mo 
as though about lo nsk somollnug regarding ship's duly. 

" Well, Sam, what is it?" I inqtiifcd. 

" Will you please lo sicj) for'avd, sir, a lilllo ways? Jnst by tho 
wnisi, for inslunce." 

I complied wilh the request, and looked (o see what was com- 
ing next. 

" What 1 am gQin' lo say, sir, I don't want repented, 'cos I'm 
ft friend to you. ^Vilt you promise not to say a word to any 

" I can't do that, Sam, for yotu' communicalion may bo so im- 
portant that I shall have to report it to the captain." 

" Then I shan't trust yon, sir," the man said. 

"Very well," 1 replied, carelessly. "If you want to tcU mo 
that yon don't get grub enongh, or that yon want jilum dnif three 
times a week, or that the junk is not fat, I'll listen and &uy noth- 
ing. So square yonr yards and firo away." 

" "i'ain't that, sir," ho replied, sinking, his voice to a whisper, 
after looking carefully arotmd. " Wo feel a lilllc grieved for'ard, 
that tho skipper should use ns as ho did to-night, and not give us 
a sight at tho gold. Some of tho boys say that tho skipper is 
going to claim the whole of it, bnt I don't think that ho will servo 
us in that way. Now I want to ax yon, Mr. Koberl, what you 
think of it. Will he do the right thing?" 

" I don't know what you c»ll the right thing," I said, evasively. 

'X'he iiinn thought for ii inonicnt to see how ho could express 
liin)!^ctf nioi-o plainly. 

" What t moan, sir, will he count the money out and say here's 
ono for Dick, one for Sam, one lor JSill, four for me, and so on. 
That's what we expect, and that is right ; but >vo can't stand his 
taking all, 'cos 'tain't right." 
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" T!io cftptflin will settle tlie nintliir to suit liimi-dr, aikI jier- 
luijis sll fiiuul.-," I roplicci, mill was ubout to iiuii all, wlitjii .Sam 
toiicliud mo witli his hnnd. 

" You won't Riiy iiolliing 'bout tliis nor nolliing, will yoii, Mr. 
Itobert? We nil believes yoii iiii honest man, ami willing lo 
do ibc fair tiling, and I shouldn't like lo bavc u row jnst now 
wilh tlie tajiiain. Yon won't cay niiylhiug — will yon, Ui; 
Robert?'' 

" I have iiofbing to foil," I replied, as I walked aft ; bnt I knew 
tliati was not speaking the tiulb, for I had but lo hint at (he 
conversation >vhich had been nitcrcd, and the inan's life would not 
have been worth a sixpence in ihc csttmnlton of (ho captain. 

Jnst as I reached the quarlcr-deck, after conversing with Snirt, 
I aaw Isadora, issno from iho cabin. 

" Good morning, my dear," I said. " Your eyes look as bright 
as the Coquette's copper, and ynnr eliceks are as flushed n» the 
first slrenk of the vising sun. Yoti have slept well." 

" No, I have slept badly . Bur I hftve come on deck for iii- 
slrnctions. The lady lias awakened, and is dressed in some of 
uiy clothing, and I have bound np her hair, and answered a few 
of her questions." 

" Please to tell mo what questions the lady has put," I said. 

" The scnorila Gracia asked mo what kind of a vessel slio was 
on board of, and whore she was bound." 

" And your answer ? " 

" 1 told her that the Coquette was a trader, and went I didn't 
know where, because this was my first toyago wilh my husband. 
She don't Kuspccl but lliut wo are married, and I'm sure I atn 
glad ibiit she don't." 

" And this is all of the conversation — is it?" I asked, 

"Yes, all; for I came on deck, leaving the senorita very 
thonghlful, as though slio was homesick. Jiesldcs, I feared that 
she would ask me more questions, and I did not know if yon 
wanted iliom ansn'ored." 

" Y'on arc an angel," I said, and repaid her with an cmbraco 
that nearly look tiwuy her breath. " N<nv go don'n and send Iho 
lady np to lake the fresh air, and [ will explain all that is neces- 
sary for her to kiiow." 

" And do you want my company, also?" Isadovn asked, with 
Bu ai'ch smile. 
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1 tliouj^ht Hint I could (lispcnsc with it for a few innmeiits, but 
took gooil cfti'o iiol to any so. 

" Ccriiiinly. You know (lint. I like lo Imvc you near mo at all 
times." 

" Tlioii I'll i>Hiiisli you by staying below until you bave ox- 
plniiicc] tbc iiaiurc of llie sclioouer's business, for I fear that 
Gracia will fcol sliofikc'U when she kuowa it." 

The bright eyes ilisniJiienicd, niul I bad bnrdty time to take a 
dozen paces on the deek, when the senorila Graeia appeared, look- 
ing so bouiliful in one of Isador.i's morning drcsscf, that I look 
off my hat and bowed lo lior as Ibongh she bad been a goddess, 
and I her slave. 

" Yoii arc welcome upon deck so early, lady," I said, speak- 
ing so low and rcspuclfully, that I saw ber black eyes raised to 
my face, and rest there for a momcnl, as tbougb Mattered by her 
reception. 

" You are sure ihnt I don't interrupt yonr duties?" sbo asked, 
with II smile so swcel, yet melancholy, that I could have fallen 
down and worshipped her, if it would have done any good ; but as 
it wouidn'l, I stood on my legs, altliougb (hey (remhlcd. I as- 
sured her that she did not interrupt nio. 

" I bave passed a pleasant night," she said. "For it I must 
thank your wife." 

She raised ber dark eyes as she spoke, ajid I felt the blood rush 
fo my face under (he scrutiny. 1 hardly knew what lo say, and 
while I was trying to frame a reply. Murphy waddled on deck. 

" You turn on( early, young lady," Murphy said, sourly. " I 
suppose that you have come up to thank (he male for saving your 
life. Well, I've done as much as ho, even if he did bring some 
boxes on board filled wilh old iron, thinking lhcycon(aincd gold." 

lie spoke in I'Jiglish, which she undcrsiood remarkably well. 

" I am very soriy you did not find somcdiing more worlbj 
of your Ironhle. If I could have had my wish, ibc boxes should 
bave been filled with gold," Gracia snid, most sincerely. 

" Well, wo can't all have oiLr wi.'^hcs ; if we cotdd, you'd bo 
wishing that you was on your father's plantation, and Sir. Kobort 
that bo was aioni^aida of his alliniiy." 

I Raw tbo indy look up with an expression of surprise upon her 
fine face, al bearing his rude woids, 

" I should certainly wish I was at home," was Qraeia's aiiswer, 
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" and T liopo to provaij upon yoii to tuke me there. You will ho 
well paid, ! assure yoii." 

" Wo shoiihl lose tiio pvolils of our voyage, if wo <liil," Mur- 
phy snid, cftloiilaliuj; npou hh fmgern wiml lliey would amonnl lo. 
" No, we cau't ruu back just now, 'cos 'twould inlcrfeivj with onr 
plans ; but wo will lake euro ol'you, and sco llmt you five retnriied 
to your fallicr iu good lime," 

Tlio lady simdcd licr eyes with licr hands, as lho\igli she wnnted 
(o conceal the tears whieh flowed from them. She did not spusk, 
and Murphy, thinkiisg that he had made ii piofoutul iiupiession, 
winked to mo to notice his siicecss, nud then wiuidJed below ngiitn. 

"Tell mc," she said, speaking low oud distinct, "the char- 
acter of this vessel, for I begin to have my suspicions that it is 
uot an honest tradci'." 

" Do uot bo alarmed," I i-cplicd. " I will defend yon if thei'o 
is occasion for defence. Trust to my direeliou, and you will faro 

" Hut the character of (he vessel?" she asked, ijupaticiitly. 

" Is ft slaver," I replied. 

Slio drew a long sigh, and remained in deep thoughl for a few 
minutes. 

" I owe uiy life to you," slio said, extending bei' hand, " and I 
feel deeply grateful ; but I almost wish that you had left me on 
board of the burning ship. 0, how I wish I was witii my father 1 " 

" You shall yet bo with him ; but a few weeks must pass be- 
fore that happy vosidt will lake place. We are not so bad as wo 

Just then Isadora returned (o the deck, and both ladies preferred 
to remain with me instead of keeping below. I loft them to talk as 
they pleased, and nilendcd lo my duty, for the purpose of keeping 
the men nl work, and out of idleness. I swayed up the sails, had the 
deck scrubbed clean, and lanlenod all the sheets, so that the canvas 
set like ft ball-room belle's di'ess. liy the time I had Hnislied, eight 
belts struck, and bi-cakfast was [u'cpared for tho cabin, and also 
ready for the morning watch. Gracia mei'cly lasted of tho food 
that was set bolbre hcj', but Isadora liad no idea of starving, and 
ate fts heaiiily as a lover eould desire. Tlio couvcrsatiou was 
not parlieuiarly enlivening, and I was glad when tho meal was 
fjuishod and Giacia was enabled to retire to her state-room, and 
uiouru for Jicr home iu secret. 
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"Yon know wiint I spoko to >oii tiWiit I iM ni^l 1 Miiiply 
Bftkl, lis ooon as the IikIils Imd trliud 

I picloiidu) lo lliihk 

" 1 mean nliotiMhe nimniug of lliat ^al llio ti f n, I stc of 
lior, Iho moil, I am com meed that now ti the lime to cut my iloth 
for mv Jib II I utn IkkI a mi-<vioiiitrv lit Ciabtin, she slictU tnko 
mc foi bctlu 01 \vom,oi 111 make lici lifi, lalhti iiiicomiuifc- 
ubie." 

I made no iC|jU bntwi licil ih it Ik, ini„!it sh ^ii^le Itfoioho 
rose liom Iho labk 

" I 6hiilt do Iho njit fhin„' m cnse I Huetoul and I uniit jou 
to help me sIlci toiieit, imt boiird the ualt »tl)ioti( iiitj At s 
If you do (lie inori(,j wliith wi, saiwl fioni the S[iuiitid iieuhi t 
1)C ciKulultd out of the (iibin ' 

" I don't hko tlio plmi," 1 said. " I iiad ratlier the men shoiili! 
shavo dollar for dollar, thini liike ii cent li'oiii lliom wliieh I was 
not entitled to." 

'I'ho captain turned very rod in tlie face, and wanlcd to inako 
an fliif^ry reply ; but thought bettor of it, and got up from iha 
Iftliie and went on deck, Aa he did so, 1 saw the steward's fueo 
ill llio pantry, and il did not look very amiable, for I wiig con- 
fident that lie luVd lieitrd every word, mid would report the con- 
vcrsalion lo the ercw ; anil I did not care much if ho did, «s long 
as I Jitood well on ttie snbjcet which wo had talked about. 

Time passeil heavily with me until we iiiadu tlie land, bccftiiso 
I ivns in a continual fever for feiir the captain would say some- 
tiling to Gracia that would wound lior feelings or insult her 
modesty. In (ho mean lime, it did not escape me tiint there 
was some deep current in tlio ail'uirs of llio e^e^^', for I saw them 
fre([Henliy consuUing logctlicr, ami whispering as though Hiey 
were debating upon mailers of fircat importance. 

Al length, one pleasant artcrnoon, ihe cry of " Laud, lio,' stavled 
e\ei-y one on deck, and in an hour's lime, we could make out the 
liigli bhilTjiist beyond (iahun. and hi two hours' time wo tonic! 
see iho ilag-staft' on Ihe blulf, upon wliicli Cringy's bouse was 
situated. 

In a fciv minutes, or as soon as lliosc on shore could make oiil 
that \va were bound lor Gubnn, a ciiuiiu was launched and patl 
died by half a dozen «li-onj![ arms towards us, iind in the slerii' 
eheets we could discover llie deformed earciiss of Cringy dresset 
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ill Ills regimentals, niul <lcs(i(utc of trousers, as when lie caino into 
(lie world. Wc liovc lo for liini lo scviimble on honrd, ami as 
soon as ho Imulcd nn duck, Ms delight knew no boiiuds, aa far as 
outward Hjipcaraucos weul. 

" JJress lie I.oi-d for dis," he cried. " l)is does-look as dough 
daro WHS suni luck in dc world, artor nil. Ah, I prayed for diK, but 
fenroil dat my i>rayci-* no conic when I ax 'eiij. Well, yoii is all 
well, I hope, and do Lord be praised, yoii till looks well." 

Some rum was brought on deck, and. when iho atoward placed 
il in the old darky's hand, ihe eyes of llie latter sparkled wIlli joy, 
and ho rolled n|i his optics nntil only the whites were lo bo scon. 

" The ladies isant to kiioiv if they can oomo on deck, sir ? " the 
steward asked. 

" Not at present," I replied, as I looked at old Cringy's naked 
limbs, ivhieh were not remarkable for symmetry and pliniipiicss. 
"Tell ihcni I wil! call them wlien wanted," 

'Die steward lei^ lo do his errand, and whh « nigh of satisfac- 
tion, old Cringy threw the nun down bin throat and smaeked his 

lip... 

"Look ahero, old man," Murphy said. "You must cover up 
those crooked legs of yours, for we liavc ladies on board, and 
they don't care abont seeing so much iiglinesa. IVhai-'a yoiti- 
Iron.ser.^?" 

" In dc eanoe, bress do Lord," replied Cringy. " IJe water 
in de canoe spile do cloth, and I roll 'cm sip nud give my man 
Bct on." 

" l\''ell, on with them, for tlio ladies want to oomo on deck and 
Bee yon," I said. 

" 0, go way, and don't tell me <lat yon got ladies on board. I 
s'pose dat yon got nigger wench, and dat fllie feel proud now. Go 
'long wid you, and let me seo how much she sell for." 

"She won't come until the trousers arc on," I said, gravely ; 
and Cringy saw that I was not joking; so going lo the gangway, 
lie sliotitcd lo liis heiK-liman, and the pimis were thrown at liiin 
and slipped on, the fellow talking all the time. 

'I'iien the hulics came on deck, and their appearance excited 
the deejM!St feeling of admiration in the heart of the ohl negro. 

" Ah, dul's what I cal! de real liihliness," cried Cringy. " Doae 
wiimcn worth two doKon black wenches. Ah, s'posc I own one, 
I be great man, and all do nigger chiefs be mad." 



,, Google 



,1 Google 




,1 Google 



" What (locB the moitslRV sny ? " ilcjiiuTidod Tsailora. 

" lie says ihtit you arc bcaiiiifii!," I icplicd. 

" lie lia^ got some laslc, at HUy rale, even if lio is hiilcous," 
rej)hc(l the nniinblc young ln<1y, w}io felt sniiicwbat coiisoletl by 
the toiiiplimcnl. 

'■ liov, uiaiiy sla\es would yoti give for one of them, Ctiiipy? " 
asked Mmphj, lu a jnkiiig tone, a|)[>arerilly, nllhoiigh I knew 

"Lot nie t.eo. Dcy am all whilC' — ain't dcy? No nigger 
blood. Iiey? Got pknly of dat ashore." 

" 0, 1 will rtaiiaiit (bat Ihey ai-c pure blooded. Coioe, make 
an oft'ei", and we'll see bow high you osiiinalo tlicm." 

" No sell 'em both?" askoil Criiigy 

" No, only one. liow many uiggers?" 

" S'pose 1 sivo dirfy for dis one," said Cringy, in a bosituling 
RiHiiner, po in ting to Isadora. 

" Thirty niggers, yoii old I'ascal ! " roareil Slnrpliy. " Do you 
dare to make mvh m offer to me? She's worth more." 

" S'pose 1 say fifty, and call 'em mine," said Cringy, with an 

" Fifty, you black wretch ! Look at the woman, and seo if 

Ci'ingy looked, itnd ibo largo black eyes of Isadora did the 
work. 

" I gib one Innidi-od nigger, and I no gib anudder cussed one," 
the old fellow innttcrcd; and 1 have no doubt that he was in 
earnest. 

" There, ladies, you can see lioiv high you are valued," I said. 
" lie offers one hundred negroes for either of you, aud is not par- 
liunlar which." 

"The oid wretch, — don't ho wish that he may got one of ns?" 
Isadora said, with a disdainful loss of her head ; but Gracia looked 
Bober, and clung to hei- companion as tbougb she feared that tlicro 
was more in Ihc talk than met the eye. 

" What you say, cap'u? You iraite with mo? K'pose you do, 
I want de wifcy to-nighl, and gib you niggers when you want 
'em," Cringy said, 

" 0, you must talk lo the male about that, for ho has cliargo 
of the women," iSbn'pby said; aud then Ihe old wretch turned his 
whole battery of entreaties npou me, and begged mc to take ]m 
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hundred niggers «ii<l give liiiii a wliitc wifcy. I pul Jiim off, 
nnd tlion, as wo ncarecl ilie bai', Criiigy hiiii to take lis over, iitid 
until wc droppci:] anchor I talked no moi'o with luin on tlic Hub' 
ject of liis offors. 

Jiut ihc iiis!niit (lie ancliop was down, llio old wretch got into 
Ilk ^Ultt and liurricd on s)iorc. I could Inii'dly inidcrsland 
ivlmt lie meant by Icai'inK us so abrtijitly ; but after a while his 
caiioo cnino alongside loaded down witb fruits, vugetaliloS) chirk- 
ens, eggs, and other arlidcs which he thonght would bo ncccpt* 
able (0 ihc palalcs of man iiud woman, after a sea voyage. Tlio 
heart of the olil moiikoy wits ioiichud, it wns cviilciit ; lor ho sent 
word by his boat ll t the ar les e o ; cs Is o I o 1 I 

nud we were to i d s( 1 ti at o 1 1 ^,0 a to I lo i r 

til cm. 

That night M 1 1 y a I I alk 1 ll o Ic k a 1 I ell a lo ^ 
convcrsiition. 11.. e c e I tl e s je t of s 11 „ I i lu 1 

even hiiiled Ih t it st e as set o si o l. I o co II ca ly i 
Biinilo Gracia to submit to his wishes, and jiludgo Jier hand lo hint 
as soon as a missionary was found ; bnl I oi)po6ed tho sehomo, and 
tried to point out some of its most hateful Icatni'cs, but the ca|i- 
taiu was not reared in a school whore sentiment was regarded, 
and ho seemed lo, cstiinaio women as things lo speuulato in and 
improve one's tbrtimc, if |>ossiblc, while I regarded them as some- 
ing lo love and prolccf, am! even die for, if necessity retiiiircd. 

"It is useless to argue llie point further," I said, at length. 
" I regard Isadora as my pi-opcrty, and I shall never give my 
consent that sho be separated I'roni me, and least of all, that 
eho pass into tho han<ls of that hideous sconndrol. Why, sho 
would strangle herself with her garier, if such a thing was sn^ 
gcstcd. As long as I live I ^hall protect her j and if all tho 
negroes in Africa wore offered to me, I woiild not conseiil fo such 
ftu act of meanness." 

The cHptaiii listened to me in silence. 

"Well, what do yon tlnnU of tho other one?" he asked, at 
lengtii. " We can get rid of her at (i fair price, and no one tbo 
wiser. Yoti can't claim Ihe whole of her, certainly." 

" I would rather put my revolver lo her head and blow her 
brains oni, than see her pass into CVingy's hands; nud I think 
that she would thank me for the act. Sho must be reserved lor 
a better fate than that." 
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Miirpliy waa about (o make an rm^i-y veply, ivIioh wc licard (lio 
B]i!iisli ol'oiirs, nud saw two ov three cajiocs coming towards ua 
I'lom tlic shore, - 

" Wliat ill tlio <lcvirs name arc youtloing tlicvc?" IisIIctI Mur- 

Tlicro was no answer, 

"If yon (ioii'l answer mo, yoii bhwk rascals, I'll throw hot 
sliol at yoa," (lie ciiplaii) said, angiily. 

In reply wo heard the most luicarllily sounds, as though all 
Ihc gi'oaiis of departed negroes were lumped logcther, and 
thrown at our heads. Slirillcr and' shriller rose llic noise, 
uiUil wo were at tongtli compelled lo ackuowlcdgo that what 
we heard was intended for music. For live niinnlcs Iho tamiilt 
coiitiuucd without inlcrmisHion, and then it stopped, bccauso 
lungs and imiscle needed some rest. 

" Dat lecdlc muaie for dc leedies, cap'u," crietl Gringy, witli a 
chiu'kle of delight. " 1 hope dut dcy hear 'em and love 'em." 

" Tito old rascal is serenading thorn, and ihoy arc uot awake to 
Iicar his sweet strains and do honor lo his uielo<ty. I will call 
them, and let them enjoy iho ircat as well as oui-solvcs." 

I went below for that purpose, and had no li-onbic in turning 
out Isadora; but Oracia declared thai she would not move, as 
elio did not feci in a laughing humor. So I was forced to I'cturu 
to the deck with only Isadora, wearing bnt a thin manllo thrown 
over lior head lo shield her from ihc night dew, which was fall- 
ing heavily, and is uot regarded in a favorable light by fho nnac- 
cii mated. 

Wo sultcrcd the old man to eonltnnc his serenade, and when 
his nicu had blown themselves hoarse, and ihc drummers were 
tired out, they returned lo Iho shore, Oringy first promising to 
call in the morning, and rccoivo the thanks of the ladies for his 
iiuisic. 

" Hero is ail admirer for you," I said lo Isadora, "He not 
only su|ip]ics you w'ith what is needful to cat, but charms your 
car with music during the night." 

" Yes ; hut I wish he woatd choose daylight the next time ; 
fur see, my head is (juito damp with the falling dew," 

The dear girl Rluid<lcrod as she spoke, as though suffering 
from a chill. I pressed her in luy tirms and kissed her, and for a, 
lew minutes her head rested upon my shoulder, and her arms were 
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tlirowH nrounil my neck. Siio did not spciik, ftnil I ( 
was busy wiili thoughts of llio past. 

" 0, Hiy liciid I " she cnitl, at luiigtli, pressing her liaiut upon her 
forolicad, whith I foiiiut was \'ery hot. 

" What ia the tnatiei', my dear? " I asked, tenderly. 

"My head ndics as (hongh it woiiUl bn ret," she murmured; 
" yol u few minutes sinec I was well. My flesh Icols as though 
ii was on (iro. What can be the matter with me?" 

I feared lliat Rhe had eanghl tlio coast fever, bat I did not 
tell her so. The nighl air hall poisOncd her system as completely 
as though she had taken a dose of arsenic. I soothed her us well 
as I was able, and alniost carried her into the cabin and state- 
room oeciipicd by herself and Gracia. 

A light was burning in the room, and by it I saw that Grnclft 
was lying upon her bed sleeping sonndly. I awoko her, and 
informed licr that Isadora was ill, and ncrded some attention, 
which, perhaps, slic wonld know liow to admitiialor heller than 
myself. 

" My friend ill," .she said, astonished at the iiif<n'ma(ion. "Why 
it .scorns but a few minutes since she went on deck." 

She arose hastily, but did not need to dress, for her clollica 
were already on, and then with Irtic woman's sympathy assisted 
mo with Isadora's garjncnts ; and at Iciigth wo tiad Iho poor girl 
upon licr bed, and were endeavoring in some manner to allcviaio 
her pains, which were all eoneeniraled in her head, while her 
temples throbbed like a human heart when deeply agitated. 

"What can I do for you, Isadora?" I asked, overwhelmed 
with grief at her snlVering. 

" I do not know," she moaned. " My bead feels as though it 
would hurst, and my month is parched with heat. I.ct mo drink 
some cool water, and perhaps it will do mo good." 

I gave her a glassful, and slio drank it, but Htill asked for mora; 
and, by Gi-acia's advice, I lot her drink as mnch as she wauled. 
ISlic then began to doze, and leaving Gracia to watch by her side, 
I went on deck, where I found Murphy. 

" Well, bow is she?" he asked. 

" Very sick," I replied. 

" And what have yon done for her ? " iho captain continued. 

"I^othiug but let her driuk aa mueli water as she pleases," X 
ropHod. 
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Tlip citplaiii gave a [n-olongcd wtustlo, 

" What tto yon mean?" I aKkcd. 

" Yo.i havo (tone it Willi a vcngciuicc," lio Ka«I. 

" Done what? " I iiskcJ. 

" Why, ^ivcii hcv just thd saino as rank pJKeii. Sisc'il be a 
goner in less than hvciity-fonr lioni-s. Yon see if she tloii't. Sliid- 
icine can'l save her, 

lie rniishcd liis eignr ami walked below, leaving me lo my own 
rcflcclioria, and very bilter ones they were; for as I paced tho 
duck, I tlionght of my past life and liio little »ood Ihcro was in 
il, and I made « vow to reform as soon as the voyage was np, 
wlien 1 could retire from the hiisincHS in which I was engaged ; and 
ivliile I was llms repenting, Gracia came on deck. 

" For Heaven's sake don't expose yonraelf to lliis midnight air," 
I said, as soon as she reached the deck. " The sickness of isa- 
dora is as much as I can ciulnre." 

"]>o not fear for me," she replied ; " I have a Ihick shawl on, 
atid I sluill stop bnt a niomciit. I came lo call yon, tor Isa- 
dora is much worse, and is dclirions." 

1 followed the lady into the cabin, and then enfercd the state- 
room, where poor Isadora was rolling her head from side to side, 
and moaning as though in great pain. I knew not what lo give 
ber lo case ihe pain or relieve the fever, and wonld have been 
ghul to havo soon ail English man-of'War enter Iho harbor, even 
if I. was consigned to ii prison, for tho purpose of obiaiiiing a 
physician. 

I passed an arm umlcr the head of the sick girl, and pressed 
my lips to hor forehead. The act soomed lo restore her lo a con- 
sciousness of my pi-esence, for she opened her eyes and smiled 
npon nie. 

"I feared that you had deserted me," she whispered. "I 
dreamed so Just now. I ihonglit you no longer loved mo, and 
that anollier claimed yonr vows." 

" Do not let such thoughts disturb you," I replied. " Yo\i 
know that I love you, and am bound to you until — " 

I paused, and rccoUccicd that I was talking wilh one who might 
never arii^o alive from her bed. 

" Death, you mean," she said, licr eyes growing moro brilliant 
aiid \vild as she spoke. 

I made no reply, 
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" You mode Kinili a vow," slie cotitiiiued, " but I expocfcfl llint 
yoiir heart was like oilier men's ; lint I soon saw f !mt you were 
sincere, nii<! truly loved ino, nnil (lien I j^avo all my afFcclions hi 
j-our kecjitiig, and AUI hope lliat wo slionkl enjoy ycara of ha.]y 
piiicaa ; but wo never slinll." 

" Do Hot be too sure of that," I rcjiHcd. "You will take some 
iiiedieiiio, ami awake in ibo moi-iiiiif; niudi betler; tlicn we will 
lay out more plans for tlie future. Now sleep, ajid I will watch 
by your side." 

" No, no ; let mo talk with joii now, while I l.nvo reason, for 
there is a weight upon my brain thai seems as though it would 
crush it. My blood is on lire, and if I but eloso my eyes, horrid 
pliauloins ajjpear before me, and utter repi'oachcs for my |)ast life." 

" Strive to (hink of other things," I said ; for I did not desire 
that Gi'ncia should know the history of her past life, 

"No; I cannot do so. The events of iliat dreadful night, 
when first ive met, are now before me, and I sec blood upon tlio 
floor. Ail, it is Antonio's blood, and it drips, drips, until a pool 
in formed, and in it I see my own face." 

" Do not he alarmed," I said, in a whisper, to Gracia. " Uctid 
nothing that she says, and some day I wilt explain all." 

The lady bowed, and alihoiigh she looked fii^hicned, did not 
speak. 

" Wo conld pass as man and wife, and love cacli other as truly 
as if we were legally married," Isadora said, after a long panse. 
"And if 1 love you only," she continued, " you will marry mo 

She did not wait for an answer, hut eommeneed laughing in an 

" I'd-haps, senorita, it will he as well for yon to occupy an- 
other slate-room for the uiglit," I said to Graeia. "You aro 
fatigued, and need sleep. I eaii take care of Isadora, and will 
watcli by her during her ravings." 

"I will go if you desire my absence," fho lady said, kindly, 
" iiut I feel no need of sleep, and would mncli prefer to stay with 
you, and assist in taking earc of my friend." 

" ]!ut you may hear things which I should rather you would 
not I at least until an explanution is made." 

" I shall ask no questions," she said, " but if you aro disposed 
to trust me with yonr confidence, 1 shall not abuse it." 
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I could only tliiink lioi- with a look, and llien tui-iicd my alien- 
fion to IliG invalid, who Kccmcd lo 1)0 resting a tilllc easier. I 
Ie!i her for n, momcnl. mid wont In Ihc luediciue chest for (ho 
piir[>oso of gelling simicthiiig of a soolhiiig nature, Ihal wonhl 
cause lior to slccji. While I was thus oeciipicd Murphy poked 
his head fi-oin his state-room. 

" Well, lioir does slio get along?" he asked. 

" Sho is very sick," I said. 

"Hut llmt is not the worst of it," ho replied. " Slie will 
never get welt. Mark my word on that pint. That woimm has 
{{ijl ihe wor,-il kind of coast fever, and she won't get ovci' it. 
I've seen too much of it not to know." 

" Can I do anything to relieve her ? " I a'^keil. 

"Not a thing, unless you give her laudiinnm ; and somefimes 
tl t k H ¥ 11 a 1 f o 1 ko B t bcio „ a uf any 

^^ I tl nl look ve t 1 s I ca I a 11 s loo cIo e 1 I 

CO fc s tl 1 t ai V (I d 1 el e OS I so 1 to 1 e la 1 

a 1 o J ( e I ft lo e ( hte loo e a 1 

tl e e! (o yiat t f a tl at I as a tat d 

a d A I k ol I 1} slo el Isclt po Ic f oo &1 o a sol 

CO o Isa lo a a 1 po c 1 tl o St n lo I er tl oat 

lie (a c t o] ci le c)cs a 1 rc„ le ) o a le t clj lo a 



" What are you doing?" she asked. 

'' Giving you a potion tliat will muko you sleep," I replied. 

" You are not poisoning iiic?" sho demanded, 

** The saints forbid. I love you too much for that." 

" Do you love me as well as if I was your wife? " slio asked, 
earnestly and disliucily. 

" Hush, dear," I whispered ; " we will talk of those things BOma 
other time." 

" No ; answer me now. lie you love mo as well as if I was 
yonr wife, and « priest had said a prayer over ns?" 

" I do," I answered, most sincerely. 

" Then I am satislicd ; " and closing her eyes, she sank hack 
npon a pillow, and seemed to doKe for a while, but at length her 
breathing bccnmo I'cgular, and sho slept. 

I looked at Gracia, but tliut young lady did Hot appear to have 
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" Sciioritft," I snkl, softly, slnndiiig by lior side, " did you hca* 
Iho vftviiiga of Isuilora ? " 

" 1 will answer just as yon wish," slio replied. 

" Tlicii sny tjmt you heard nil thut passed, and an ox;i!ana( ioD 
would bo agreeal>lc." 

"I am not a confessor," si lo answered ; " l>ut the genllcinnn 
who saved my life is entitled to niucli consideration, and if ho 
speaks I will listen." 

" And will yoii jiidgo mo fairly? " I asked. 

" I shall not be n hard-Jienrtcd judge towards yon, even if yonr 
faidls aro heavy, for yon aro yonng, and have tinio enougli to re- 

I took licr hand, and kissed it. Sho did not withdraw il, so I 
gained conroge lo proceed. 

" I am fcarfiil of offending your piiro heart when I tell you 
that Isadora and myself ore not married," I said, with a hiu'niiig 
face. 

'I know il," was the answer. " She told mo as inncli, two 
days since." 

"And you do not think the less of mo for my sins?" I asked. 

" I tell yon I am not your jmlge i lilt as a hidy, I will say that 
you have connjiiltcd soino faults." 

" How ean I thank you for Ibis kindness? " I asked, with ad* 
miration for her friendship. 

" l!y telling mo your whole history while Isadora sleeps." 

" And coneoal nothing?" I asked. 

"Nothing but what would be improper for a niaidon to bear," 
sbo responded, with n genllo pressure of her hand. 

I glanced towards Isadora, and saw that sho was sleeping 
calmly under the effects of the opiate; and then I began to 
relate miillerM eonnoclcd with my aet|uaintaneo with Isadora just 
as they had occurred, and did not attempt to shield myself iti any 
respect. Wlicii I had concluded, I awaite<l her decision willi a 
trembling lieart, 

"Yon have committed some wrongs in your life," she snid, 
with a gcmlo smile, " hut not enough to prevent your being for- 
given. Most men, I suppose, have faults of some kind lo answer 
for, and if they did not, they would no longer be men," 

Sho smiled 80 sweetly upou nio that I forgot Isadora, and 
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cverylliing excepting Gvacia. I stole aim i nro ind Iicr wnist, 
mill gently pressctl lier to my licart ; m 1 as I <1j 1 so liojird a 
loud sere (111), ami looking 'i|> saw tlmt I« lora wa^ regarding u 3 
\vitli eyes wbicli seemed glowing with (i 



ciiArrKU IX. 

A 3K.AI.OUa SICK WOMAN. — IlKATH OV ISAllOUA. -— CONSOLATION 
I'ltOMISKn UY GliACIA, — now MEN I'-OHCil'.X. — MUlU-lllf AN1> 
HIS 1-I.ANS. 

As Gracia caiigiil sight oF Isadora's fnco, so fierce and rcvcngo- 
ftil, pho fihriink fi'om my side, niid would have left the statc-t'ooni, 
but was too agitated to rise. 

" Wretches ! " Isadora ci-icd, passion almost choking her utter- 
ance ; " wliilo I am dying you are embracing. Is this the love you 
swore yoii enlcvtaincd for me, aud which induced mo to Icavo 
Cuba and follow you to this abominable spot upon tiio earth?" 

" lUit listen to me for a moment, Isadora," I pleaded. 

" I won't listen to you, traitor ! " she cried, with increased pas- 
sion, " Yoii have betrayed mc — you have abandoned my lovo 
for another's, and all the vows a man's heart is capable of 
uttering cannot make mo think of you as I once did. If I had a 
knife, I would kill you and that soft, sowlimcntal thing by your 

'' Those are wild expressions, Isadora," I said. 

Slio did not reply, but, exhausted, regarded mo attentively. 
Her eyes lost innch of their flcrceness, and I anticipated a re- 
action in her feelings in a short time — that is, if I went to work 
in ft pi-oper mannei' to prodnco it. I motioned to Gracia to leave 
tlie room for a moment, and the poor girl was glad enough to 
comply with my hint, and get beyond the reach of such insane dc- 
mniciations. 

" My dear girl," I said, attempting to lake Isadora's hand, which 
was wiilidraivn quickly, "You were decci\-cd in what you saw. 
Vi'o were wutcliing by your side, and whispering respecting your 
speedy recovery." 
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" But I Sfiw yoiir arm ni-oini<l her w.aisl," Isadoi'it snitl. 
" You Ihitik that yon ctiil, but is it not possible tliat yoii mi-;!!! 
Imvo bcoH <1ccci\etl? I^ook ill mo, ami nsk your heart tlie qiios- 

Ilcr hand no longer strayed fi-om iiiiiic. She was fast rccover- 
inf! from Iicr jcaUius fil, when Gracia entered the room to obtain 
ft book which she had been reading.. At the sight of one wliont 
she supposed to be a rival in my afl'eclioiis, all of Isadora'a bad 
tiKlnre rcluriicd. The blood riislted to her face, and hor oyea 
Hashed like diamonds. She started up, and wonld have spoken, 
but her words were ekeckod by a rush of blood that gushed from 
her mouth, and spii'tcd over iho bed-clothes in torrents. Sho 
had ruptured a blood-vessel in her rnge. She sank back upon 
her pillow with a j;™''"' '''** blood still oo/ing from licr moulh. 
Slill her eyes were fixed upon me, even in that moment, as 
thongli she loved me, in spile of lier denunciations. Sho oven 
rai.ied her liaiid and placed it upon mine, and pressed it slightly 
in token of forgiveness. 

I waa so jnucli alarmed I did not know what to do, and I 
could only pass my hand under her head, and kiss her forclipiid 
most tenderly ; for my strong love relumed at that awful mo- 
ment, and J would have given even my diamonds to have 
restored hor to health. 1 turned to look for Gracia, but the 
poor girl hud (led to the cabin in alarm, and I could hear her 
sob, nndiaturbcd by Murphy's snoring, which was nono of the 
slightest. 

Isadora motioned for me to place my faec close to her month, 
60 Ihat she could whisper to mc. 1 complied with her rcipicst. 

" Do you still love nio ? " sho asked. 

" I do," I replied. 

" Then I die satisfied. Think of mc sometimes, for, if I can 
live after death, as it is said that we can, I shall watch over you 
and assist you ; but don't marry llint — " 

Sho ceased s|)eaking, foi' blood again gushed from hor mouth 
ftud choked her utterance. There was a slight struggle, and all 
was still. When I raised my head, she was dead, i wiped soma 
stains from her face, beautiful in death, and then eovcrcd tlin 
remains with a clean sheet, and joined Gracia wiih a heart mora 
sorrowful than I had c*or known during my whole life. 
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" My dear friend," she sitid, " I am tlie cause of lliis uuluippi- 
iicsM, iini! turiiblc ciilinnily. Ciiii you forgive me?" 

" I have iioiliiiig lo foi-<;ive," I sniil. " Xlio poor girl's jealousy 
1l'(1 licr to suspect tliHl I wronged lici'," 

She i!itl not reply, but lior liimil i-emninod tipon my firm, (lud 
her eyes were fixed upon Itie Riibiii floor. 

" Let us," I siiid, Iftkiiif; her lianO in luiuc, " iMourn for lior as 
sincerely us I should mourn for yoii. Hlio was (ho first one I 
c\er loved, nud probably will be the last one ivlio will ever love 
mo;" and I was so overcome at tlic tliouglit, (hat 1 was com* 
pcllcd (o hide my face for u tow uiouieuls. 

" Did you love lior very much?" Grncin asked, in a whispur. 

"Vcryuineh"! replied. " I feci aa though I should iicvor 
love agrtlu." 

" Ko one? " she asked, sorrowfully, still siifl'eving her hmid to 
remain in mine. 

" No one," I replied, looking up. " At least," I continued, 
" no one nnlcss yon wilt ut some future day have moroy on mo, 
iind call me a fi-ieiul." 

"And you think ihat would make you liappy?" she asked. 

" Nothing in (he world will ever i-cconcilo me to life but (hat," 
I answered, as I believed, most sincerely. 

" It is loo soon to'lalk on such nuitters," she said, after a mo- 
ment's pause. " Yet let us be friends even now, for, indeed, I 
have much need of a sincere friend." 

" And I sliail be proud of the honor," I replied, most siucerely. 
" I ask for noilihig more." 

She [;nve mo her liaiul, I kissed It, nnd llien conducted her lo 
the room where I had Klejit for the past week or (en days, niul 
bade her good night wiih as much respect as if she Imd been b 
queen, and my life <lcpended on her caprice. 

I sat find watched by tlie side of Isadora until daylighi, when I 
awoke Murphy. 

" Well," he grunted ; " what is it?" 

" I bnvo some bad news to comirmnicato," I replied. 

"Bad news? (he devil ! The Scorpion is not in sight—- is she?" 
he asked, tumbling from his berth to the dock. 

" No, not that. Isadora is dead." 

" Thunder 1 She wont suddenly, Ihongh — didn't she? " 
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" Her denlli was imcxpcclcil," I replied. 

" I wihIi tliftt wc eoiilil liavc kiwwn it j-uslci'iiay. How iva 
might have clicatcd olii Gringy, mid she woiildn'l litivu lieeii iioiio 
flic wovso off, tliii! I know or. 'Well, lliore's « good spec gone lo 
the devil, and I niii't lo blatno for it, that I know of," 

I remiiined silent. Tlio ca|)tnin opened his liquor case and 
helped himself to a slrotig glass of brandy, nnd Ijandeil the holtlo 
to mo. I dcelincd it. 

" Weil, what arc we going to do?" he asked, after a jiiiiise. 
"I don't s'[)oso that ttwonhl bo fair to sel! the ^ir!, now {Imlslie's 
dead, and so cheat old Cringy — would il ? " 

I shook my head, too disgusted lo speak. 

" I'll. Icll you what wo can do," the captain Paid, brighlciiing 
ti|), and sinking his voice to a whisper ; "there's the other girl; 
Cringy don't care which ono lio gels, if ho only has a white wife." 

" You know that 1 have opposed lo this plan all along," I said. 

" Do you dare to show signs of mutiny iu my cabin? " tlio 
captain asked, pale with rage. 

" If yoii force Jiio to it, I shall answer yes," I replied. " I7n- 
dcrsland mo distinctly. I rescued the lady from the ship, and 
was iho means of bringing on hoard five boxes of gold. With- 
out my advice no boat would have been sent. i''or this serviee I 
demand Ihat the lady is jjlaced under my care. 

"Arc you done?" he asked, purple with rago, and feeling 
nervously in his pockets, as Ihoitgh searching for a rovolver. 

" I am," I replied. 

" Then just walk into that stato-room, and remain till I tell you 
to come out. Vou'ro off duly, nnd you shall stay off till yon ax 
jny pai'don, and know jiow to treat nie liko a gentleman." 

"Then Ihe world will have lo end before I make such an ac- 
knowledgment," I answered. 

" We shall see," was his answer. " You go in the state-room, 
and stay ihere till I call you out." 

" I shall do nothing of the kind," I replied. " I shall go on 
deck and stay in the cabin as Jong m I please. I am off duly, 
and that is enough." 

" I have a gi-cnt mind to strangle you," he said, ^vorking his 
hard, knobby hands as he spoko, as though he could hardly refrain 
from altempling it. 

" Let me kuoiv when you commence, for 1 shall want « share 
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in tliBt sport," I I'oplict!, insolonlty, ami willi an air of the ufmost 
itidilTcrunco. 

For ft few accomU wc sioml looking nt each other, my haii*] 
upon my revolver, arni it seemed as ihouj^h lie couW not restrain 
his passion ; but at Icngili he mastcrcU it, and walked out of the 
cabin and on declc. 

Tiic insladl ho was gone, I looked up and saw (he bcaiiliful but 
terrified face of Griicia, 

" May tho saints protect me, ecnor," she said, wringing her 
hands; " for I have heard all your conversation with that had 
man, and what he projioses to do with nic. 0, save me from 
Buch a dreadful fate t " 

"4>o not be alarmed." I replied, " Before he shall carry his 
(lesions into cfTcet I will kill him like a dog. Trust all to ma." 

" I do trust to yoii," she replied. " Honor and life are in yonr 
hands. Save me, ami then demand yonr reword." 

" I ask for no reward but yonr gratitude," I answered, kissing 
her hand, and thinking how very beautiful she was. 

" My gratitude yon have already. Save mo, and you shall 
have my -— " 

She paused siuldciily, and covered her agitated face with her 

" J5avc I ask for your love at the proper tiujo?" I aaid, putting 
an avm around her waist. 

" Do yon wish it? " she asked, looking up with her beautiful 
eyes in such « manner, that I felt life would bo worthless with- 

" I lovo yon as I never loved before," I replied, warmly. 
" With tho promise of yonr hand, I could oncounler a worse man 
than the captain, and come ofi^ viclorlona." 

" Then take me to your arms and with mo my whole heart, 
for 1 have loved you since the day you saved my life." 

I had only lime to bless and kiss her, when I heard the stew- 
ard's stopsi entering the cabin, and whh a confiding glance Gracia 
left me and retreated into her stale-room, 

" I hear, sir," the steward said, sinking his voice to a whisper, ' 
"thai the old nmn has tni-ued yon off duty. How ia thai?" 

" Well, I suppose that ho has," I answered. 

" But what for, sir? The men will want to know, you know," 

" Then I'm afraid that they won't know — at least irom me," 
I answered, in an indift'eront manner. 
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" But I know, sir," the stewnrd cHwl, willi n cmining look, 
ami sinking liis voi™ Nlill loivfir, Cor fear iliu okl iiiini slujulil ovur- 
lieiir him. " I heard you and llic cnii'ji tiilk iibotit llii; money, 
Rnd I hoard you say lliat yon wouldn't agree to eheat llio men 
out of a cent. Tlie men knows llial, sir, and you ivon't liavo 
much tronble in gelling 'cm to stick by yon." 

" Wimt filiotild I require the men lo slick by me for?" I asked, 
ill Apparent aHlonisluiicnt. " 1 am knocked oiT dnty beeaii'o I 
■Irin'l agree with the captain on certuin points. Well, we can 
purl, and he can net some other man lo (111 my place. That's all." 

" It'.i the gold, I know, sir," the steward whispered. " Don'l 
be iifeani of mo. I'm Into aa slec!, hut I ain't goin^- to have no 
jiaincs conic over me by the old man, no liow yon c;in fix it. And 
Ihc crow won't iiutlior. j\lnrk my word." 

I made no reply, and the steward started to go on deck, but 

" You couldn't spare loea couple hollies of gin, conld you, sir? • 
he asked. " I want it for it pnrlieuhir purpose." 

I knew wjiat he wanted it for, as well as though he had told 
mo. I iinjpcked my liquor case and gave ihc bottles to him; 
he concealed them in his pantry, and then went on deck, whei-o I 
soon followed him. I saiv that old Criiigy was pusliiug oiT from 
the shore in. Iiis canoe, and I expected that a bargain would ho 
closed that moriug willi Murphy for Gracia, and I wondered liow 
I should frustrate il. 

" How does you all do dia berry fine morniu'?" Cringy asked. 
Its ho stepped on deck. " I s'poso dat do ladies waa charmed wid 
de music last night. Ah, dat was berry fine, niid all do niggers 
on shore mad 'cos I want wliitc wifcy. I no care for 'em, dough. 
I rich nigger and liab plenty oh slaves." 

Murphy made no reply, hut walked the deck in moody silence. 

" Whal do matter wid yon all dis morning?" Cringy asked. 
" Yon all look as dough you uo cat your breakfast bcti-y well. 
What do matter?" 

" Tlic mailer in," replied Murphy, " that your cnsscd singing 
and howling last night frightened one of the women, and she is 
dead." 

" But dare in one left, and she do for nic," the old slave dealer 
replied; " I no want both. One 'spensivo, and she do well as 
two. I take do one dat is left." 
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IIo Kccmcil to caro no inoro for Isailora'a aiuldcn ilcath tlmii if 
she iut.i hwi> II hIhvu. 

"You know wliat wo wore talking iibout," Mitrpliy snid, 
sppiikitig so tliiit I could hcitr him, as though on jnii'iiOKt; to iiii' 

" T doesn't '/nckly recollect," (ho darky said. 

" Why, didn't you oil'cr iiio a hundred black birds for either osio 
lifllic woincu?" Ilie cnptiiin demanded. 

" 1 sartinly did," replied Crinny, with a hideous grin. 

"Then I toll you thai I accept, and that as soon as tlie niggera 
arc oil bom'd the woman is yours." 

" Hut I have a word to say against dial," I remarked, to Criu- 
gy's iulciise surprise. " I claim her as my properly, and no mftti 
eliall sell lier or offur her an itisuh as long ;is I live. Sooner than 
see lier sold, I'll lilow her braiiia out." 

The old darky looked iisloiiishcd, and no doubt lie was. 

" I am Iho master of this vessel," Murphy said, " and I shall 
do as 1 plensc. The woman is sold, and you ean't hel|i yourself. 
Now go down below, or I'll put you down. You fool! do you 
Biipjiose I wotild have penuitled a wonum io come on buiird un- 
Jess I intended to trade her off for niggers?" 

lie iidvaueed towards me with a nicnaring look; but jnst at 
that momciit I saw a. movement of Iho erew, and that tliey were 
coming alh Murpliy saw them also, aud paused. 

" What in the devil's luinie do yon want, you dog? " Jlurphy 
asked, (lerwily. 

" Fair words, Cnplaiu Murphy, if you please," one of tlio men 
iiained Sam, said. "We belong for'ard, I know; but we ain't 
slaves, and wo can ask a ([iicstion, I s'posc." 

" Then ask it quiek, and bo olV, or I'll be among you," was Iho 
captain's fierce rejoinder. 

" You luid belter not try that (o-day, 'cos it won't work," Sam 
ciiud, quite boldly ; and I saw by his manner that the men would 

" Mr. Hobei-t," the cajitatn said, turning to me, ami calling my 
name to nltr;iet immediate altcniion, " go into Elio cabin and bring 
out six pairs of haudciill's. I'll Boo if my nioii are So buHy mo oa 
the quart cr-deck." 

" You forget that I am oif duty," I said, <|in(c calmly. " Tho 
quarrel does not coticeru mo." 
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"TlmCs what wo eomo aricr," three uv four of the moii cried 
oiil. " We Wititt to know wliat the mate's kiioekei] oft'ihily for," 

" Ah, JUKI we will know," Sam said. 

'I'lie cuptnin's rage know no bouinis, and he lore around iho 
qiiarfer-dock like a madman ; I cxjieeted every moinoni when 
lie would leap amid tlio men, and strike (o tho right and loft iiko 
an onniged iioii. 

"Steward," ho yollcd, clicking with passion, " bring me my- 
revolvor." 

" No you don't," tho men laughed in dcfianeo. " Tlio sto^/ard 
ain't going to do iio such thing, now you had bcUur bolicvo 113." 

" Have you got your revolver in your pocket," Murphy asked, 
turning to mc. 

" I liavo," I answered. 

" Lend it to mo for a moment, and I'll bo your friend for life," 
ho giis|>ed, his face red with passion, and his litlto eyes looking 
very wicked. 

" Don't you do it, Mr. liisbcrl," tho men cried. " Wo ain't 
got nothing agin you." 

I timied and walked lowaj'ds the faflrail, for I saw that my oidy 
chance lo cave Graeiu was to let iho men work as they pleased. 

"Well, men, what else do you want?" demanded Mnrplty, 
when he siiw that I would not support him. 

" We want the shiners which was found aboard of (lie Spaniard 
divided among us," was the cry. 

" You can't have the money," was the captain's reply, shaking 
his huge fist, at tho men, and grinding his (coth with rage. " Yoit 
shall pass over tny body HrsE." 

" You thinks that you is going to keep 'em all to ycrself — do 
yoii?" asked one of the crew, speaking sarcaslicalty. " 0, yes; 
that's the talk — is it? It's all right orler you gel to Ilavaaa. 
We can't speak then-- -can we?" 

" Wc don't know nolhin', wo don't," another ono cried. "Wo 
don't hear yon icit Mr. Hobert that if he's all right, tho men may 
go to the dovil. 0, no." 

" Three cheers for Mr. Koberl," cried the steward ; and as tho 
men were well charged with niy mm, ihey cuujdn't do olheiwiso 
iban compliment mo. 

Tho cheers wore commenced, but hardly was the first one ut- 
tered, when Murphy sprang in the midst of tlic crew, and began 
etrikiut! to the riuht and left with bis powerful anus. 
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So sudden woa his onset, that llic men wont back in confusion, as 
tlirce or Jour of llicir nimibor ^vc^o ktioukeO down, iiiul fell hciivily 
to tlie deck. At first I fuaicd tliat tlic cvcw would leave tlta 
fiuiil, jHit to flight by Olio mim ; hut ttioy riiiticd nnO gathered 
l-oiind ihe captain, some receiving liis hlows, iiud somcallcuiiXing 
to return Iheiii, and then all were mixed np in conTusion, wlih 
utterings of groans and eiirscs ; yet the skipper still kept on his 
feet, and never ceased jisiiig his arms and striking as hard as he 
eoiild, and when lie did strike, llic maiks of his fist were visible. 

At length I saw one of Itie men, a Spaniard muned Antonio, 
leave the crowd covered witli blood, and Rtcat forward. lie ran 
to the windlass, seiKcd a handspiko, again wont aR, and onco 
more mingled with llio men. Presently I saw tlic hands{))ke 
raised and fail, and it slitick lienvily ; there was a eruiichiug 
sound that made mo set my teeth, ns thongh they were on edge. 
The struggle censed, and ihe men separated ; and Ihcro on tho 
deck was the body of Murpby, his garments in rags, his hair lom 
OHi by handlVilK, and his face and neck ail besmeared witit blood> 

" Lift tlio old feller uii," one of the men said, at Icngtii, " and 
lot's see if he's gone to Davy Jones's locker." 

They lifted liim up, but there was no sign of lifo. 

" Won't yon take a look at him, sir, if yon jdease? " ono of tlio 
men said, addressing me. "I guess he's a goner." 

I approached llic spot, and examined the body. Tlieie was a 
largo gash upon the head, and the skull was crnsttcd in, and tha 
brains were visible and riinutug out, I placed my band upon bis 
heart. Murphy was dead, and all the surgeons in ihe Massaclm- 
selts Hospital coidd not bavo brought bim to life. 

" Well, sir?" asked the men, croueJung around mo with anx- 

" He is dead," I said. 

" IJnt yon noticed that wo didn't hit bim with anything but 
our fists. ^Vc didn't moan to kill him, air," the men said. 

" I should hope not," I remarked. 

" We want yon lo lake cliarge of the vessel, and run her to 
some port in Cuba, where we can land, and no (jiiestious asked. 
Tlial's what wc wati'i you to do," the men continued. 

That waa what I wanted to do, but I didn't say so, for I had 
iio desire to incur their suspicions. 

" Perhaps it would bo better for nic to leave hero," I centiuucd. 
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" YoH can tlieii diooso yoiii' cnptiiin, iiiid ■!" hs yoii |)kftse. If I 
lake tl.ai-K" nl" tlic vcssul, you know mc well cn..u:.;h lo know llml 
I won't give an ortler twice. I will bo oboycd." 

" Ami we'll obey. Tell us lo do it tbin^', ami we'll do il. Let 
the in«n who refuses «lo so al his |ici'il," whs the eiy. 
"])oyoii HiileniiilyiilcilRoyoitrrtiilvos lo this?" I asked. 
" Wo do," was llie fespoiise. 

" Tlicu I will lake coimnami of tlic vcfsel, and must bi obeyed 
Ks coinniander. Ucmove ibo body, and jiut it on llic miiin Imtch, 
Aiid cover il over wilh n pieeo of eauvass." 

It was done in silence, and tlio blood washed IVoai the deck. 
I went below and hail an interview wilh Grueia, whose eyes 
still showed lra<*s of tears, and her face of the as'lalion inider 
which she labored. 

" I have been frightened nearly lo deaih," she said, pulling her 
hands npoti my arm, and spcakiu!; very slowly. " What havo 
yon been doing? I heard a noise and loud talking." 

" The men have had trouble with the caplain, and il ended se- 
i-ionsly," I rc])lied. 

" When shall I bear ibo end of these dislurbanccs? " she asked, 
covering lior eyes wilh her hands, and sinking upon llio lounge 
in (lie eabin. 

" lieforc many days," I rejilicd. " It was necessary fbal sonic- 
thing shonld be done to save you, for the cajilain was determined 
to aceupt of Cringy'B oiler, and sell you for a huuilrcd ncgi-oes." 

" I would have strangled myself before I would have submiltcd 
to such a fate," she answered, with spirit, 

" Ami with sHch a feeling you can no longer regret that he is 
dead?" I asketl. 

"If it was necessary for iny safety, I do not," she answered, 
after a nionient'ii pause. 

" I hope that you will find nie as alientive lo your comfort 
as the lato master," I saiil, with a smile. 

She laid her head npon my shonldor, and I smoolhcd her soft 
blaek liair, and knew by ilio looks of her eyes, that she trusted 
me and believed in me. We talked for some time, and when I 
kl'l bcr Mho had promised mo thai her baud should be mine as 
60i>n us a minister could bo found to peribrni the ceremony, and 
until ibcn I swore I would wait; bnt thought us I went on 
deck more of llio proniisq lliail of tilling ou hoard a cargo of 
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slfivcs, nml ^ifiidicd how 1 should iiiiikc the crew bdieve as I (Jitt. 
Till! men were on tlie foiet-iisllc, smoking nml Uilkin;; ovur ihu iiilo 
proi-cediiigs, whou I aillcil thcin lift. 'Hiey caiiii! qiiiie rendily. 

" Now, Inds," I sniti, " we hnve got soiiio wni'k l« do befni-c wa 
cnn call oiirsolvea mfe. Yoii know ihnt llic Scorpion and llio 
Serpent ai-c on ihc slatioti, and ihiit they owe us no good will. If 
tliey bIiouM run in lici'c, we shoiiKI bo tnkcii iind condtiinncd 
willioiit ft lieai'iiig, nnd every one of ns iinprisoneil foryeiivs. Wo 
don't wmil this to happen, for wc have plenty of ahota iu ilia locker, 
and wc wish it cliancc lo nse Ihcni — don't wc?" 

" In course wo does," was Iho exctiiniatioa of the incu ; and 
visions ol'rniu and tobacco ftoaled before tlicin as ihey thonght of 
the shore. 

" Now, enppose wo should ship a light freight of slavcR, 
and he off as quick as wc can ? Wo can take just enough lo pay 
expenses, and satisfy the owners, and that is all we care about." 

"That's the talk," was the cry. " Wc don't want to slow six 
or seven hundred aboard, and got the fever, and nil that sort of 
thing. What wo want is fun." ' 

" Then let us go lo work in earnest, and in two days wo can 
be ready to sail for Ctiba. I cnu gel ihroo hundred negroes from 
Cringy on fair terms, aiid have ihcm delivered on time. That's 
belter than wailing for live hundred," I said. 

Tho men agreed that it was, willi two exceptions. The second 
male and Ham did not seem lo approve of llio mailer; and t 
readily gncsscd the reason wliy Iho former did not feel conilbrt- 
able. I said nothing, however, to let him undei'slaud that I was 
watehiug him. 

" Wc musl get that sickening sight ont of Ihe way before many 
Iiom-if," I said, poiiiling 10 Hie body, of the caplain. " Four of 
you will lake n boat and go on shore 1 I o 1 and dig two 
graves on ihe bluff that overlooks Ihe o a I 1 e i you hava 

concluded, we will bury our dead." 

Hut llie men had a most siipcrslilio s 1 c 1 of {, ave-digging, 
nnd begged most lmm1>ly lo be let oil f cl ork ; and at 

lengih I consenled 10 hirea party of C j o o lo the busi- 
ness, and sent ihc sceond male on sho el c lit was done 
well. 1 did not dni'c to leave lite e el lo I f red to trust 
Graeia wiihont my protection. I saw tl 1 11 c to solocied Sam 
as a companion lo help hiro, and I dil ot 1 k ll c appcaranca 
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na tUey passed ovei- the siilo. I ilclermiiicd !o walch llicii' luove- 
ineiils cloauly, ami thoii sot the cierpciiter to work to miike a 
coiiplo of Collins, but liatl foi-gof tlic iiioi'cmcuts of (Im male 
and .Snm, w1ie» tlie steward gave mo a liiut lliat ho wotihl like to 
speak with 1110 iti the cabin. I followed hini in, niul with na air 
of great seereny, he whis|)ci'cd, — 

" Cap'a, that second male mid Snm are rascals, and you should 
know it. 1 lell you that tlicy is, 'cos I know 'cm." 

I did imt say that I suspected as niucli, for I wsiuted to see 
what proof lie had of Ids nsscrliou. 

" Why ilo you think^ so? " I asked, after a .ihort examination 
of the fellow's face, to see if ho was playing false, or aeting 
honest. 

"'Cos, sir, I seed 'cm talking together ever so miieh, and I 
don't think thai the mate likes it, 'cos he cau't have the gal." 

" Why, what has lie said about her?" I iuf|iiircd, in a careless 
way ; for I did not ivish to show how mnch I was moved by tlio 

" I heard him tell Sam (hat he thinks it hard if you nuist have 
all the women, and he go wilhonl. lie said he didn't like that 
'ere kind of work, no how you could fix it; and that to nuiko 
things all shipshape he sliould have had licv, and he woidd nmko 
an hoiwst woman of her when wo rcaehcd port." 

"Sets tho wind in that quarter, my friend?" I asked myself. 
" Then wo shall have to look after you a lilllc, and sec that you 
don't carry your thoughts into excctitiou." 

" And what did Sam say to that?" I enquired of the steward. 

" lie said if the word was passed, it would find him alow or 
aloft at any lime. Tliat he stuck to friends, and had rather lake 
a liille cruise in search of fun than go into port just at the present 
time." 

" Which means, steward, that he would take to piraey as 
readily as to ninning slaves." 

" I can't go that, sir," the steward answered, ivith an uncoin- 
foiiablo feeling about his ncek. " I can stand caging a few hun- 
dred ' blackbirds,' 'cos it's for their good, but I can't go tho 
piracy. It's a hanging matter, yon know, if you gel caught ; and 
in this business it's only a fetv; munlh's imprison meat, and lots of 
chnnces. liosidos, what does the second mate know of naviga- 
tion, I should like to know." 
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" IIo knows iiolliiiig about it," I replied ; " and yoit niiisl- ini* 
pvcKs Ihis upon llic men, ami let me know if lliero nru olhors who 
AvJsli to join linn. lie wiinia (o get you all Iiangcil, I boiicve, 
but I shall liy and save you." 

The stowani promised to comply wUh my voiiucst, and left mo 
to ^o for a d a o gat 11 o c 1 i c o la so I Ic I 
p 1 a t to poo I lo a I 1 y o I H c ca cd 
ll o I loo 1 f I face a 1 1 t j o 1 I o ly cl „i e U 9 
I 1 o 1 1 o t I le SI o 1 a 1 ot a p G 1 ll c least b t 

lo k 1 so 11 1 lo clj I 1 1 ai I t te 1 to I ar** as 

I ! o „1 f 1 s ii a 1 c lie I ft 1 11 Ian cd ysclf 
n I fo ll c I 1 looK c s „ 

Mj 1 c-k I o 1 y M ml e k 1 of I ar 111 

ha c tl c I t o 1 s ft I ol 1 a 1 I „U say 1 a I 
I ea u I (Ic 1 1 y cl p o a 1 k i I„ ot s blc s ^a 
an 1 hat i 

\(o t! o Hcoo 1 a c a I S 11 I 1 1 re| or cd 
tlat tie {, a c I 1 1 1 - a ] ojc I ale » 

B„!foC JO cololall oly lost o 

t e lo o lie lo kc 1 a 1 lo s J c s 1 e I eaci d 
the deck, but socinjt (hat all was ([inct, gamed coufidence, and was 
as obsequious to mo as ho bad been to JIurpby the day before, 

" Clingy," I said, giving tho old fellow a cigar, whieli ho looked 
upon m a rare treat, " wo want three limulrcd slaves on bonitl by 
to-morrow night. Can yoii supply tbom?" 

" Dat berry soon," he said, shaking his gri/itly head in doubt. 
" I don't know vlierc I get 'cm." 

" Come, I (Ioh'i believe that, you know ; you have got the black 
birds ill cage, and you must let them out to-niorrow, or I shall 
sail without a cargo. Yon have got stuff enough on shore, which 
wc loft tho hist lri|), lo pay for tlirco hiimhcd, and you know it." 

" No, no ; so help me God, I don't dhik dat dare is. )Jo markola 
all fall short." 

" I know botlcr ll a tl at fo I o o is a paper whereby yoii have 
adnihlcd tho rccei|l of so a j goods, and you won't deny it, I 

J ha<l found omo g tl c | aj 3 of JIurpliy a large tiuniber of 
rccci|ils fioni Crin^ leclcl 1 acknowledged receiving onr 
first cargo, and hail g e •* re 1 1 for tho same. This was some- 
times necessary' on acconnf of not iiuving an opporlunily to luud 
and receive cargo, cruisers being in the neighborhood. 
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Ci'iiipy, wlicn ho saw f!io pa|iei', iliil nol deny tlmt lie liml iifl'Ked 
Ilia murk io it, and lik iimi-k lookcil iika ft skillet, willi au cxira- 
or<liiiai-y long haiidle. Slill lin was not certiiiii llirtt ho (toiilil supply 
thu slaves thftl ii:«l been agrceil upon at sncli low jiriccf, as ho 
slionltl lose by tlio operation. Tlio old fieaiiip was resolved lo elioHt 
1110 if jiossiblii, but. I was equally as rcKolvcil tbat bo should not. 

"By the way. Clingy," i said, diiring our discussion, " iho 
king sent a canoo down the rivei- last nifjhl." 

" All, what dat for?" ho asked, suspicioiLsly, 

" Merely for mc (o conio and see biui, and go on a sliwc bunt," 
I rejilicd, inililfuvenlly. 

" All, mc no know dal," be said, anxionsly, 

" No, the messenger wns told not to slop for a moment, and 
not to speak to any one but inc. I sent a few gallons of rum lo 
the king, and word that if I didn't get tlie slnves on board to- 
morrow, I wonhl eotno and see him, am! slay a few days." 

I was telling a falsehood, but I managed not lo let Cringy sus- 
pocl it, and he didn't, for after looking at me for a moment wilh 
bis sharp eyes, all screwed np, be said, — 

" Yon no go dar, I)c niggers be on board to-morrow." 

"{Jood healthy ones 1 want. No fever, an sores, no snlky 
slaves," I said. 

Cringy stiuirnied a little, and didn't look elated. 

" If you do as I request you lo, I will make you a imndsomo 
present beforo I sail," I said. 

jlis faee brightened instantly, and bo promised. 

" I have a favor lo ask of yon by and by," I continued, " and I 
shall pay yon well for performing it." 

" AVhat yon want ? " ho asked. " S'poso you \vant one of my 
wives ; yon can have lier." 

1 didn't want one of his wives, bnt bo was cnrions as a monkey 
to learn what 1 did want ; bnt I was not prepared to lell him jnst 
then, for I feared that bo might reveal Ihe seerot confided to him. 

" Now send your darkies on board, and let lliom get our water 
casks. Tbey must be filh:d anil stowed before dark," I said. 

('rin<!y pi'omised, and left ine lo get ready to follow to Ibc grave 
the renniins of J.-adura and Jliirpiiy. I had two boats manned, 
and put one coffin in each boat ; and then I'earfnl of leaving Oracia 
on board in coni)'any of i)ic second male, I look her with nie, and 
also found room for Sam at oue of the oars, for 'I had no inlen- 
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lion of lenviiig liiin iitul tlic second unite t.i <)o n lUflo plolting 
wliilu 1 «ii8 iihsoiil. I llioit>!li( iVom liicir hiaka lliiit llicy wcro 
sli<;lilly (liMip|iuitilc<I lit my ut-'tioii. 

Tliu nalivoH ])rcsse(! fovwavd to oflfcr nssisfunco wlion Ihc collhia 
were rcmo*'eil from tiio boats, aiu! evcu old Ci'iiigy wns tiioi'o to 
volunteer his aid. 

" I'lciiHcd to SCO dc live Iccdy Iicvo on dcso bIiofos," Cringy said, 
" Slie is dc fust bedy dat cum Iievc for nitiny inoiillis." 

I gnvc the signiil to stiirl, and (ho funeral cortc^'o moved on its 
way, followed l>y llic Coqiiette's ercw, and after llicni the whole 
population of the villa;;c, eliildvcn niid do»s included. Tho yonng- 
elcrK seemed to think that llic occasion was one for great rejoi- 
cing, and Ilicy were before us and hehind ns, between onr legs nni) 
on each side, and uttered shrill yells when they thought that wo 
neeiled encouragenieiit to jilod our way through the sand, umlcr 
a burning stin. 

" Have you no fear of trusting yourself with theso savages?" 
Gracia asked, as we walked in procession, with Hrinutng, stalwart 
natives by llio skte of ns, all eager for a view of liei- sweet faoo. 

" There is not the Icasl danger," I said. " The natives make 
their living, 8uoh as it is, from slavors, and they know that any 
act of treachery on their |)art, would ho repaid with cost. Wo 
aro iiHicli more safe than if bolonstuj; lo a lifly gun frigate." 

After considerable toil wo reached tho bluff ivlicro the graves 
were dug, while the sailors formed a s<|Uaro around them for 
the purpose of keeping the natives back, and allowing the inter- 
ments to proceed without confusion, Wo lowered the colfins into 
the graves, and I read a prayer IVom a book which I happened to 
(iiiil on board, although how it came there was never satisfactorily 
rtocoiniled for. The services ploascl the sailors, for whether they 
bury the dead at sea or on shore, ihey want no half way work, but 
the full ceremony. 'J'hey stood with luicovercd heads while read- 
ing the prayers, and then the earth was thrown in, and Isadora 
and I were paVlcd for this world. 

1 gavo (ho signal to (he men to return to the beach, for I wanted 
to spend a few niiiuites in company with Gracia, near Ihc grave 
of one whom I had loved so well. Tho men rolled off towards 
fho toivn, but the natives, or a part of Ihcm, still lingered, ua 
though some other forma wore to be observed, 

" Cringy," I said, calling the old fellow to mo, " can't yon get 
rid of those blacks? I want to bo ulouo for a few mluutes," 
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" Golly, can't I?" lie cxdiiimcd ; nnd lie niloptwl n very novel 
niclhod of tloiiig it, and ono wliitli I slioiild liavc supposed vvould 
Imve elicited ictnliiilioii. lie cmiglif iip liaitdt'iils of siuid, and 
lini-lcd it into the fiiccs of (hone nenrcst to liiiii, and coiiliniied to 
do so iiiilil (hey started towiirdw llic villiigo, all llic time seoldiug 
like an iucano man, aiul filling llic air wiili gravel 

.Grncia was mueli aninsed at tliis mctliod of dispersing a crowd. 
I was gliid lo Bco her smile, and lold lier so. 
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I'W some moments >\o stood lookiii;; iipon the ocean uilliout 
speaking. Gi'acia's liead reposed upon my shouliler, and my arm 
was tight around her waist. 

"I have been lliinking," Crncia said, " who I should liavo 
loi'cd, if I had never met yoii." 

I didn't like the idea of her oven nlliuling to sneh a stihjeci, and 
think llmt she Kiiessed as miteh from my looks, for she sighed 
and jialled my ehcck as Ihongli I had been a child. 

" Why, what a jealous man you are ! " she exclaimed, " you 
don't ivant nie even lo speak of any man esccpliuy yourself, when 
you know I love only yon, and that I should die wilhont you. I 
have had cavaliers sighing at my feot (or iho last two years, but 
1 laujjhed at the pains which lliey said I inflicted, and now I won- 
der if I should have been married at all if I had not met you. 
It doii*t seem as though I should." 

I kissed her, and pressed her closo lo my side, and folded my 
arms aronnd hor. 
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" Pcrliaps, Gracifi," I said, " yoiii" fftllicr will nol consent tliat 
wc slioulil be ttnilcil after wc ruUirii (o Culm." 

" Bill if I (ell Iiim lliat you iinvo Ijceii so kind to mc, and Iinvo 

prolccleil mc from injury, I tliiiik tliat lio iviil," slio Siiid, tiioat 
hoiicl'iilly. 

" lie niny suy tlml lio is rich, very rioli, iind lliat I am poor in 
coiiipnriso i, niul no nialch for liia dauglifcr." 

"Then you cim IcH him timt yoii arc n gciitlcnitin, nitil that 
what you <li(l for mo rendered yoii nobic," Graeia said, speaking 

" I should tell him, dear," I replied, " that I did not want his 
fiold, and that it was insulting to expect it in such a case as (hisj 
and ihun I Khoiild UIhs your hand, and remember you ihrotigh 
liic, as one I had loved hotter than life ilsclf." 

" And leave me?" she asked. 

" What other course couhi I pursue?" I asked. 

" Why, filly," she answered, cliecrfiiJly. " In the Ilrst placo 
you would know that you possessed my love, aiul I am sure that 
should weigh inneh in your estimation." 

I smiled, and kissed tier most lendorly. 

" In the next place," she continued, " there are such things as 
elopements, and secret marriiigcs; tmd if you should say to mc, 
' I have tried all honorable methods of winning your hand and not 
succeeded, now what shall I do next ? ' " 

" And what would be your answer?" 1 asked, with mudi in- 
tcrosf. 

" ' Why, you tiresome creature,' I should say ; ' lake mo with 
my own conscul, even if you can't got my father's.' Docs tha 
satisfy you?" 

I eouUI only answer willi such kisses, that her lips must have 
Bnflcrcd terribly in the coulcsf. She blushed, and Iricd to restrain 
my ardor, but was not at all ofl'endcd by the eom-so which I pur- 
sued. 

"Now, you silly creature, are you perfectly satisfied?" Graciit 
asked, flftcr a moment's pause, during which wo looked upon (bo 
ocean, and though! of (he happiness that awaited us. 

" I should he more satisfied if we wci-o married, darlijig," I 
said; "but until we arc I must remain content, I suppose. If 
a priest was witjiiu a hundred miles of us I would go in search 
of him." 
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" For wlml?" she iriqiiircd, willi u itmilc. 

" For llic ]iiii'|)O£0 of inarryiiif; you," I said. 

" AroyoiiasBiixioiiaasllmt tociill mo wife?" she asked, softly, 

I sighed, aiul pressed her closer to my bosom. 

" Ilei'e," she sftkl, suddenly, " kneel Hpoii the grave of Ismlora, 
and swear limt you will never desert me, and will alwnys lovo 
me, and will inni-ry me u\>on ihc flrst opporLiintly. Swear by 
the saiiils and by (ho God which we both worship ihat yon will 
do so." 

I knelt down, and swore io do wlial she lincl repciilcd, atid I 
meant wlinf 1 ?aid. 

" Now," she whispered, " T am M mtich yonr wife as if the 
bishop of Havana had nnited \m. Take me (o yonr heart, imtl 
olwayH keep nio there." 

Wiih her bend closely nestled npon my breast, wo stood and 
looked npon tbc ocean in silence. One of her bands was cloHcly 
loekcd in mine, and my left arm thrown aronnd the most per- 
fi;ct formed waist that ihc world could produce. How lon){ wo 
should have stood there 1 cannot say, but were dislnrbed by 
seeing Crin^y appear at the foot of tlio blulT, mitms hts cocked 
liat, and beckon mo to come down from my point of observation, 
as tliongh in his cslim.ition we had xiaid there lon^ enough, 

" What does that old monster want now?" Graciit asked, rather 
pettishly, I thought, for we were very comfortable and happy where 
wo stood. 

" I fiuppose ho wishes to nnnoimee that bis wiveM are ready ami 
willing to receive ns," 1 replied, 

Wc walked aloni^ down the btnff and joined Cringy, who looked 
radiant with happiness. 

" My whes say dat she como in, and glad lo see her. No jeal- 
ous of dis nigger, as I s'pose dey would be. Come and see do 
hansoniest nigirers dat can bo found in dis town." 

We followed the old man into his bouse, and were received 
by an aiTay of infanta withont clothing, and tliree stont negro 
wcucbes, with brass and gold trinkets upon their arms, ankles, 
and pendants from their ears, so that they looked overloaded and 
misshapen. The women were fat and oily, with strips of white 
COttou cloth avonnd their persons, yet siiU'iciently loose to allow 
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llio nil' lo cireulaic bctwooti the cloth iiml skin, atwX cool tliuir 
forms. 

Cringy'e wives eyed Gracin with considerable curiosity, niid 
cviduiiily CO 111 Mien ted on her stylo of boaiil)', nil tlirce of them Uy- 
iiig to talk at the sanio moment; and in this respect. I hinted 
til my intended wife tlial lliey resembled Iheir sisters of more 
(■ivih'zed comilries; but Grxicia rclorted, by saying, " Men never 
talk?" and that silenced me com|)lolcly. 

Ci'ingy bronght in baskets of freshly jiieked fruit, and tiis wives 
were anxious that we should refi'osh oni'selves. 'I'he old fellow 
also ciimc out nobly in the way of.^viiio ; for ho hud several bottles 
of claret lie had obtained from a French ship several months be- 
fore, and (lid us the honor of oll'ering ns some j but I observed 
his wives did not partake of Iho wino, but reserved their appe- 
tites for somctliu)'; which smelt to me like Medford rum, airil I 
rather lliink that it was, for wc had landed several casks on our 
first visit lo the river, several nionihs before. 

I lea Graeia and the wives caiing fruit, while I lighted a cigar 
and strolled out with Crtiigy lo talk about business. 

" Cringy," I said, " I suppose you will do most anything for 

" Only try me," ho grinned, and waggeil Ins bead. 
" AVonhl you like to make a Imndrcd dollars?" I asked. 
" O, golly, you jist try me ; " and the old darky eyed mo with 
a cunning look, as iliongh be knew I bad gome work for him 

which I could not do myself. 

"Cringy,"! said, " yon saw the manner in which the mou 
killed Murpliy?" 

lie nodded bis bead. 

" 'WcH, I think it is prudent to leave two or tlirec of them ou 
shore when- 1 sail." 

" Dill berry proper ," be answered. 

" Now I want you lo help mc keep them ou shore after I have 
got them here, and for your work you shall have one hmidrcil 
dollars, lint you must keep iny secret, and never reveal it," 

" Mo uiider-itaiHl," he said. 

" After tliey have been on shore for a few minutes, you must 
hoist ft signal that a man-o(-wav is in sight, and then leave the 

" But s'poso no niaa-of-war in sight?" lie asked, 
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" Still I want the sigtinl lioisletl, nml I wish you to find tin ox- 
oiiso lo sciitl tlio men, when ou shore, some dislimco from tho 
villngc." 

" i see, I see," llio old ninn uriiiitcd, riiblihig liis hftiids with 
g!ce ; nnd lliis was alt llio coiiversntioH tliat took place, for I knew 
liis cupidity would iiol let liini icst iinlil (ho hundred doUtirii wuro 
eiifc ill his pocket. 

Wc rejoined the wives and my sweet Grncia, who was eat- 
ing a banana and sijipiiig claret with a most fascinating air, 
while llie wives wcro drinking Hcdford aiiil eating oriinges 
as lliougli (licy cost bnt little trouble lo their hnsband lo col- 
lect. In conse([ucnco of lliis agreeable occnpalion, the faoea 
of tho wives wore a sirikiiig sight, yellow being beautifully 
blended with black. Tho frnil and the rimi were having their 
efleet, for black eyes were rolling most woMderfiilly, and tongues 
bud broken loose williont regard to order. All Ihrco of tlio 
wives were talking at once, and drcadfnl work they mado 
of it. 

" Do dcbil ! " mutlerod Cringy, wilh ft look of tlic most abject 
Borrow, " I jist cussed fool 'nougli to go out and leitve do nun 
bottle in dcr bands, and now 1 no get it agin." 

Ilis |)ro|)hccy was quilo trne, for he made ono attempt, when 
he thought bis wives were not looking. lie missed llio bottle, 
but WHS .sinick over bis bead a blow that made bim see qtiito 
a number of stiirs. lie attempted to use llio aulhority that is 
generally supposed to belong to the masler of a house ; but tbo 
attempt was a sad I'nibire, and be was punished for his prcsump- 

I can't say lliat Gracia was really sorry for Ibc old man's treat- 
ment, for, alter ll f t I ) hi d subsided she was inclined to 
smile to see Cri J p i o I I 1 I f a 1 

when the wives 11 j lull II alfo 

the bouse, she f 1 1 gl 1 1 I 1 j k a 

loo intense to kc j q 

A little later G all 1 1 g o 1 b h 

in-arin, talking n 1 y f 1 1 11 f 

cant share of n 11 I 1 f a f I k f 

old Medford. 11 1111 i f Ily a o 

drew near. 

" Wboro are tbo rest of the crow?" I asked. 
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" Tlicy have token a run inlo Ihe Uiwi^, sir," one of tlic nio« 

Mi.l. 

J glanced ovov (lie group, and saw tha* (h^ second mate, Sain, 
and one olhor were absent; but I caved iiol. for I urofen'cd lliej 
slioiiKI be OH land instead of oxcitiiig il it? cm' lent on board. I 
SGerclly hoped Ibal iticy ivonUt remain on slipro aU iiiglit, for / 
had my jiiaiis laid foi- Ihcir welfare, ivhieh I hoped ifonid not fail. 
I enreftilly lifted Gnicia into the boat and wo sFiovnd off, tlin 
<rowd of Utile ni^'gcrs on the shore iitlcring a loud y«;U «a ive left 
llieni to Ihcir iiakcdnesa and siaiiil. I foiiiul cvcrythii'^ on board 
llio Coqiictto all right. Su|(por was awaiting us in (he fKb'nu anil 
while Gracia slcpiicd into her Male-room to jidjuKt her toilet, I 
had « few words with the steward, in a coiifidcndal mamicr. 

"Is there anything now?" I asked. 

" Only (hat the second mate, Sam, and Bill deehire thai they 
won't leave port 'till they gott j'alisfaetion," was the iiiiswer. 

" What kind of satisfaction?" I asked. 

" They say thai ihcy will have women as well as you, or ihcy'U 
know the reason why." 

I made no reply, but I was ihou{;htftil when Gviieia joined nso. 
and it secmcil to me (hat I could make my thoughts assume n 
delinito shape. I had a contest before lue. and I wanted to win 
for Gracia'a sake, for I knew what would he her fate if I should 
fail. 

" Yon arc thoughtful," she said, after the stowiird lea llic cabin, 
to attend (o some duly in (ho galley. " Let me, who is soon to 
share your fate, also share your thoughts," 

" My thoughts, darling, are of you, and I am sure I cannot ho 
better employed than thinking of your happiness." 

" Yes, but yoii seemed worried and restless. Is there any 
more danger, or do yon anticipate any? These men arc I'ongli 
and flercc-looking, and your arm cannot contend against them 
all, if disposed for evil. O, if we wore in some civilixed country, 
how happy we conld be ! " 

" It is for that 1 am striving," I whispered, folding her in my 
arms. " Wo must have palicuco, dear, and move with the enr- 
rcnl, and not try (o stem it at present. Your boaiily has occa- 
sioned some mischief, but I hope (o overcome it." 

Gracia looked as tliongh she would readily dispense with her 
beauty for the jiresont, but J did not feel so, and cherished it mora 
for the danger it brought upon me. 
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Tlioni'glil passciloil'qiiii'.tiy, mid widiniormti^cittioes came along- 
side ivilli llic slaves, whidi hiiil Itucii isiii'cliiisoiJ it|) the river by 
Cfiiigy. As our car','n was liniiied, ivc gave llui iiei;roos inoro 
space than on our llrst voynj,'c; attliough, wlicii I tooked Aovin 
upon DiO sea of (lark woolly IicuOh, I eoiikl not liolp confessing 
thill tliey weio in rulhcr close <|U)irters, and accmcd very wiefchod, 
altlioiigh iniilo as if boru dumb. 
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W'y, were at breakfast n-lien I liuni'd n coiiiinotion on deck, 
and linstily maktiig an excnso (oGracia, left liio eabin, not know- 
ing how to account for tlie noise. 

"What is tho trouble?" I asked of the steward, who was 
standing near tho break of tho quurlcr-dcck. 

" Oiia of tiic niggers has got clear and jumped overboard, sir, 
and he's swininiing for tho shore like the devil," was tho answer. 

I heard a loud sboui, and Imstoncd to look over the rail upon 
(Jio scene of operations. In one of Cringy's cunoeswcro two of 
iiU alavoe, or servants, in full chase aAci a brawny negro, who 
had CHcapeil from ono of the largo boat.s alongside, wliicli hail 
transported thii slaves from tbc river. The fellow was a splendid 
swimmer, and I liopeil lio wonid escape as a reward for bis 
boldness. Yet 1 did not sec how it was possible for him lo elude 
his enemies, who were not only on Iho shore, but niiiKtored on 
the water also, and were shouliug as eagerly as though on a liger 
hnni, and the animal was bronglit lo bay. I called to Gracia to 
come on deck and witness the fiight, and in a few seconds wo wore 
both watching the chase with much anxiety. 

The swimmer had struck out for (ho shore, until he saw that 
the slioula of those on tho watci- had drawn a ci'owd of negroes to 
the beach, and that eapluro was ccrlain if he landed; when ho 
turned, and swam in the direction of the laud which formed tho . 
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enfrnnco to the linrbor, and wiiorc a bai- made out, and tlic aurf 
wna breaking wildly. 

Wlieii lie turned, llioao iti the eniioe were close njioii liim, and 
one follow was standing in tlie bow with a patldlc upraised to slriko 
the swimmer upon that portion of liis boily where lie would Imvo 
fell it least, viK., liis head, guanleil as if was by (hick curly liair, 
~ for the man was of llic I'angwe tribe, noted for thiek ekulls 
and luxuriant wool ; but llio nogio was quick with bis eyes 
as lie was willi liis arms, and just os llie paddle was desecuding 
lie dove, and the weapon fell upon the water with siieb foreo 
thai the liolder pitched head Ursb from Ilia canoe, and nearly over- 
turned and swampeit it. 

" Jli'avo !" cried Gracia, elapping hct lillle hands with gi-cat 
glco, and hiuKhiug most b carl! iy. 

Ttio crew look their tone from tlio quarter- deck, rihI, seeing 
llmt the lady was pleased with the incident, did not scrnpio to 
filiow that Ihcy were also gratified ; atul a loud shout and cries of 
cncoui'agoinout wei'O nltoved in favor of the swimmer. 

The negro who had tumbled overboard, serambleil hilo tho 
canoe ; but. by tliis lime (ho fugitive was some twculy fathoms off, 
Ewininiiiig with liisly strokes for tho laud whoi'O no huts or na- 
tives were to bo scon. If ho coukt gain the laud at that point, 
there was a slight prOBpcet of his escape, provided his strength 
shonUI last long enough to enable hitu to lake to tho bush and 
keep clear of the scouting parlies which would bo sent onl. There 
was one chance in a hundred for him, and 1 hoped Hint ho would 

Tlic eniioe once more started m pursuit, and gauicd rapidly 
ou the slave, who saw Ins danger; for ho cast anxious glauces 
over his slionldcr every few seconds, hut still swam towafds (he 
point, which was half a mile distant, as though ho hoped to reach 
it before being run down, liut tho contest was nneqnal ; although 
tlic canoe was a largo one, and required eight or ten negroes to 
man it properly, and in tho hands of only two men moved rather 
sloivly. Once more the canoe »'as close upon tho slave, and 
again did the ucgro who was in llie bow raise his paddle and pre- 
pare for a mighty blow ; but before it could descend, tlio swini- 
iiter stink as suddenly as though au anchor was adaclicd to his 
legs. The uegio looked around to seo wliei-o lie would rise, so 
13 
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as lo rccoiuineiicc the ciinso tlio inslnnt hia woolly Iiea<l appcnrcd 
on tlie itui't'iico of the watci'. 

GrftciA tigiiin ditppcd bcrhoiuIsintriiimpIi.aiKJ the men sis o ill cd 
forlli atroiig exprossions of their ilclight. 

Thcvo wore two or three canoes alongside belonnjng to Crhi"/ 
flud his jieoplo slarled to go to the a a eo I tl e co I ? 
but Gracia iiiiplored iiio so ciiriie josojlo al oio 
gift vc fair play, Ihnt I intcrforcil. 

" Three or four of yoii jninji into ! o c s a I k | I 

from shoving oil'," I »»''' 1 oiid I I a 1 o e I o 

wor<ls before llie men tumbled o I I a 1 a n I 

the negro bonlnicii l>y sigjis no o I o kc i a f cy 

lifled a paddle they would get thei 1 pee! c y o t 

lime. 

In tiio mean time fho slave had o f e e f v 

fnlhoms from the canoe, having sn 1 11 

slant llio boatmen caught sight of o h e ey I r 

village war ciy, which sounded like " k(i-l:a," the hist syllablu be- 
ing drawn oiil, or prolonged, until their bi-ealh was exhausted, or 
another respiration was inquired. 

The two Africans in iho canoe wore determined that the swtni- 
mor should not reach the land at ftny rate ; and, arter giving one 
inoro blow with iho paddle, and missing as a manor of course, 
fhey urged their eraft towards the shore, cnlculaliiig as near as 
possible where the slave would be likely to rise, so that his re- 
treat would be cut off. From llio sehooner we saw the design, 
and the men howled their indignation, and shook their brawny 
fists. The townspeople danced with joy, and Gracia prayed to Iho 
saints with a rapidity that eould only bo equalled by a French 

The stave arose, and was received with a flourish of two pad- 
dles instead of one. IIo had but time to sink when the eaiioo 
men again moved farther in shore, and stood with padOlea in 
hand ready lo strike. The slave was under water such a long 
time, that I feared he had descended In the boflom, and, like au 
otler, n-as determined to die clinging to llie kelp. Even Gracia 
left off reciting prayers, and asked mow-here he was. lint as I 
was unable lo give her a satisfactory answer, had to endure 
Bomc slight sarcasm for my ignorance; which I thought at iho 
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time, nml at tho present period, was iinjnsl, consulering tlio re- 
lation wliiuli wo siisljiincd towards ciicli other. 

Tlio Hwimmci* rosu, ami to my Hiirprbe and iho cons Ecru at inn ot 
llic !irtlivo8 on slioro, lie liad tnriicd from liis course, and was 
Kli'iking out, rapidly for tlic sclioonor ; and, wliiU was more, lio 
iiiul inn<Io sueli good nso of his lime under water that the cauoo 
was ciglit or ten fathoms fioiii him. I could see the »lavo iidmlo 
air as though Uh hittga were much in need of it, and s'riko 
out for the vccsi^l wifh renewed vigor. Ilis enemies uttered a 
Nhoul, and flinrtcd in piiisuil; ami this time I could see thar they 
meant business, for one of Ihcm picked up a loug spear, wliich 
tliey usually carried in the canoes, and was about to take aim. X 
shouted, in excellent English, — 

" Slop that, you scamp ! " 

As iho native did not know what I said, the cDcct upou Iiiin 
wan rather startling, atul perhaps more striking than if lie had, 
for he dropped his weapon, and looked towards Iho vessel as 
though asking for fm-lhcr information, llo saw ahont Iwcnty-livo 
men shaking twenty-five fists at him, and this was something not 
to he disregarded. Tiic cauocman dro|>ped his spear and look to 
his paddle, and tlio i-esidt was such a triumph that the crew ut- 
tered ft shout of joy. 

The swimmer hy this tinio had rested, and was striking ont 
again most vigorously for the Coquette. lie seemed to enlerlaiu an 
idea that wo were friendly lowards him, for ho answered our ehont 
with ft yell, ami swam miiil he saw that the paddle was again 
flourished over his head, when lie sank, and the eanoo passed 

" 0, lie is j/iiiy bueno," cried my friend Gracia, wifh such a 
chipping of hands that the slaves in the canoes alongside looked 
up in astonishment at sueh unusual sounds; and no doubt they 
wotild have smiled if they had not feared (hat such tiherty would 
cost them a few blows at the hands of their overseers. 

" Can you swim like that? " tleniandeil Gracia of mo. 

Now a woman likes to suppose that her lover can do anything ; 
hecauso, as a general thing, she eiiterlains an idea lliat he is not 
<piito human iu some respects. So, not to disappoint- my darling, 
I smile, and say that I can swim some, I think, anil that I rather 
prefer the water, if J have a lung journey to make, to the laud, 
blie is satisfied, and once more Innis her attention to tho slavOi 
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who lias jiiat risen, ami is looking over liis shoulilcr ns lliongh 
expecting ft vigorous blow with Iho piuldlo, wliicli lie lina heiu'd 
tho found of so otlcn. 

" Blast ypr oyos, let tlic feller nlonc, ean't yo!'?" yelled one of 
my men, ftddressinj; t!io eaiioemcn, " If yer want n fiiir %lit," 
lio continued, "jiisl let 'oni come on deck oi- yo on llic land, nnd 
tljen you can lutvc it out tike men, Hnt two on one uin't tlio 
tiling." 

Tlio canoemcn cared bnt little for tlie.rcmnrk, nnd would Iiuva 
cnntinncd the chase, if tlicy lind not been brought to a Bcnsc of 
their position by seeing yams iuid potatoes, and several oilier kinds 
of vegclablett llying aronml llieir lieiuis; and I am liiijipy to add 
that many of the yams strnck the natives, and perhaps (.'imscd 
8omo little pain, for lliey iillcred a howl, and looked towards tho 
schooner iusleud of the swimmer; and after llicy onco looked our 
way llicy wore oonipcllcd to contiiuie lo do so, for every man on 
deck sent forth speeinxcns of potatoes and yatns, as tliougli they 
wore engaged in business, and wauled lo get rid of llie stock 
oil hand in short order. What nmdc the mailer more inlcvesting 
was the fact that llio men aimed very well, and the eanocmeu 
were kept in a continual stale of dodging until the swimmer 
reached tho side of Iho vessel, and was assisted up by iho sailors 
who were alongside. 

"Wl o v'll JO I o r ■ ?"l!o crow asked, looking at 
me. 

I cast a look at t) o 1 a 1 sa v that he was a noble speci- 
men of I s ace I n 1 el! fo 1 ih muscles which looked 
as tho „! tl ey 1 I t ce r I a y a combat. Tho fellow 

glanced at e i tl (,1 t u oil k for my interposition in his 
behalf, and 1 icsohed to giant it, 

" I'ass him on deck," I said. 

"Just as he is, sir? " asked the men. 

No, that would not do ; for Gracia was by my side, and llio 
slave was rather desliliite of ololhing, as in fact most of Ihcm 
were. I signified that a shirt and pair of Irowsers would im- 
prove his appearaneo somewhat bot'oro hia presentation on tlio 
quarter-deck ; and the men mi<Icrslood the hint, and soon rigged 
him out willi a red llanncl shirt ami a pair of while pants. Tho 
nogio appeai'cd very much astonished at finding his limbs oiicasod 
in sueli articles, for it was llic lir»l time, most probably, that lio 
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had ever worn ilicin diirmsliis iilc- He looked at iho plollicHnml 
felt of lliism, and slrctcUed his lo^s Mid arms, iiiul Imrdly dared 
vennirc upon a movement of his feci, until ihe erow jinsscd him 
tij) (lie gangwiiy And over tlio i-iiil. Thou ihey iioinlcil his fiieo ftft, 
and he came towards mo with liis head bowed, and his arms 
folded Upon Ilia brcusf, as tiiotigh desirona of expressing his sub- 
niiKKioii to me ; yet tlicro whs nothing cowardly in his motions, 
nor any tremor that show-ed ho was fearful of his fate, whatover 
it miijlit be. 

lie stopped when within a fciv paces of mc, and romaitiod 
silent, with his head howed upon his Itrcast, and his eyes cast to- 
wards iho deck, as llioiigh awaiting senlenco. Gracia was do- 
liglifcd with his appcarasicc, and murmured that he looked very 
romiinlic, and that ho wonht make an excellent servant if ho was 
tamed and properly trained to his duties. Tho stavo was tolnlly 
unaware of the interest he excited in her gentle heart, and did 
not even raise his eyes when she spoke, 

" Why dou't you speak lo him, lloberl?" my darling said, 
" Don't you see that Im is expecting you to say something?" 

I k«c\v that lie was, but I respectfully angi^ested to tho lady 
that it would be of bnt liltio use to mo lo address the slave in ICng- 
lis)) or Spanish. Jhit white speaking iho men cried out that 
"Cringywas eoming alongside," and that he eould talk most 
any of the lingo. In fact, Criogy's men had informed him 
that a slave had escaped, and ho had hurried on board lo soo 
)ia\v much he tvas out of poekot by such an uiioxpoclcd pro- 
ceeding. 

" Ask tho slave, Cringy, which ho had rather do, i-emain on 
board of iho vessel and be my servant, or start for his tribo and 
run the risk of never reaching it?" 

Cringy delivered tho message, or said that he did, and for a 
few seconds ilio slave was silent and thought of Ilm matter, llo 
looked a! his eompaiiions, *i'lio (voro being passed over Iho gftng- 
ivay and down into iho hold, and then liis eyes wandered to Iho 
land, whoro tho ti'ccs wove waving their brauehes as though beck- 
oning him to come to Ihcm and enjoy freedom. I was not siir- 
))i'i^'i!d at his decision after that long glance. His heart still boat 
for his native hearth, and his homo and friends. 

" He say dut he go," suid Cringy ; aud the old man grinned at 
ths idea. 
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"Then go l»o shall. I will buy him ; but yon shnll swear by 
yum Koil, Ombriiiri, lliiil you will not seek to flo.lain biin when 
111! wjiiils to leave, and that you will let no ono molest liiiii aftur lio 
Iin» stalled." 

" I 110 Iielp iiiosclf. S'lioae bail niggers boililer him, T no 'spnn- 
Bible -— am I ? " 

" Yea ; yoii fiiiali swear (liat you will send no one after (ho 
fjlavo, or |iiirlie9 to ambioti him." 

" Dat riglit. I swear 'em," Ci'iiigy sniil, itfler a momouf's 
thought. 

I told him to iiilei;i»rot what I bud said (o the siuvc, and bo 
did so. Tho Mian's faco lighted up with an expression of jny^ 
and before wo eoitld conipi'cliond his liifcntions, lie bad thrown 
himself npoii his litiecs at niy feet, and was making odd signs of 
h'm griiiitndc. I motioned lo him to arise, and tlicn pointed 
to the shore, lie nnderslood mc, and signified bo was ready 
-that instant to stitrt upon bis long Journey. But I was determined 
that he should not leave us unprepared. I therefore made Crinj^y 
giva iiini a spear, and I added a batchet and a knife, besides a 
few pounds of bread, and a lot of fruit which we bad on boiird. 
Thus loaded down, the slave was plnecd in a canoe, and paddled 
to a point of land farthest fi'om tho village, and set on shore. I 
. watched him, and saw that ho waved his hand towards tho vessel 
as thou»li to thank us for our kindness, and then disappeared 
amidst the uuderbrush and trees. 

By the time the slaves were all on board and scoured, tho 
second mate and (he two men came off. They had been driiik> 
ing, I knew, and were inclined to bo swaggering and muti- 
notis. I said nothing to (hem, wailing lo see how matters 
would turn, and soon found out. I feared a scene, and (here- 
foro sent Gracia into (he cabin, yet without communicating lo 
her my apprehensions. No sooner had she loll the deck than 
tho second mate and hts companions came rolling towards mo. 

" Look a-bere, Mr. llobert, we jest w«nt a leello soltlcnient 
nfurc matters has gone any further," (ho second male said, with 
most aina>iing nssuranco i and his enmpauions urged him to 
" pitcli in and win," as (hough they were ready to go any lengths 
in his support. 

I could have shot all three of (hem where they stood, but I 
did not wish to slain my hands with their blood if I could help it. 
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Wftiiy plnRCtl in my position wotthl Imve doiio so, but I picfcrred 
Riiotlicr coiiisc. 

"Indeed! Whutsotlkmcnt do you (illitdc to?" 1 asked, aflor 
a moment's pause, so (bat I should be sure nnil comniiind my 
(cm per. 

" You know as well as I does, that I ain't been treated right 
Kboard of this schooner, and tlmt I don't stand it iiiiy loiigor," 
tbe mnto said, indignanlly. 

"In wlmt respcet?" I fiskcd. 

" Why, in the way of women, and you know it. Hain't you 
got 'om nil, and don't give us a show ? Didn't I speak for Iho 
one aboard, and I ain't got her? Blast my eyes if I stand s'lioh 
nonseiiKc any longer. I'm going to have my sharo, or I'll know 
the reason why." 

" And I'll tell you the reason wliy," I replied i for I saw that 
the men were crowding ail to hear the conversalion, and knew it 
would lake but little to make tlicm explode like gunpowder. 
"The reason why is, because I am delerinincd to look alter tlio 
interest of ihe whole crew, and not lake parlieular care of two or 
tlii-ec, as Mnrpby was disjiosod to do. If the lady who ia now 
on hoard is restored to her father uninjured, be will probably 
niake us a present of ton or twenty tbonsand dollars, and the 
money will he divided among you. If she is nifsusod, we will 
gain a powerful man's enmity, and make ii losing voyage of it. 
This is the [eiisoii why you can't have her, or can't insult lier." 

" Tliat is the talk," shouted all tbe men, with tbo* exception of 
tlic mate and liis I'ricnda. Tliey looked a Hllle alarmed for tho 
suecess of ibcir scheme, and were disposed to tauk ship ; bitt still 
flio male wanted a wife, and seemed determined to have one. 

" I ilon't sail anotlier mile in this 'ere bloody booker till I has 
ft wife as well as other folks," ho muttered. 

" Well, I have no objections to ihal," 1 replied. " Go on shore 
and buy a slave, and bring her on board, I don't want to find 
fault with you for.your likes and dislikes. It is hut a short trip 
to Havana, and tlieie we can part." 

The man grumbled, and looked irresolute. I continued to 

" Criiigy," I said, Inrning to the old fellow, who was listening 
with much interest to the cojiversation, " haven't you got a good- 
looking female slave whom you can sell cheap?" 
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I gave (lie old darky sueh a look lliat lie iiiubi'slood mc at 

" Wliy, bress do Lord, if I ImHii't gol three of de pniticst gals 
dat wlitio mail ebbcr seed. I sell 'em eheiip to white sailor." 

" Let us see 'em, yoii old fliief," eried llio miitc. " Wliore can 
fliey bo found?" 

" I go 'sliore, and send man wid yoii. Only mile from iiero." 

The second inato looked to mo for iii»trnc(ioiis. 

" Take two hands with you, jiiin|) into a canoe and go aftei 
them. I will pay for llicm if Ibcy suif you." 

I feared tlinl the rascals would not catch at the bait ; but thcj 
did, and (|nickiy. Tlioy Bus|)ectcd no trick. 

" I s'posc ilml yoii won't sail (ill night ? " the mate asked, still 
snikily. 

" No," I reiilied ; and mentally added, " unless something hap- 
pens." 

Tlio niato called to liis two followers, and they entered a canoo 
and shoved oil'; Cringy lonving in his pwii canoe at the Bamo 

" liemcmbcr," I wlnspoFed to Cringy, " that (lag must bo run 
up, and you will conio off to lake us over the bar ; sciul Ibo men 
on a long riynble, and then we will up anchor and sail. You 
understand me? " 

The old darky grinned until his yellow fan!;a could be seen 
will) awful distinctness. His eyes siiowcd that he undcr.slood mo, 
and would not fail to earn Iiis hundred dollars, lie shook Ills 
head and ivaa off. 

The crew were lounging about the deck as tliough not expect- 
ing an jmniediato order. All of our fresh stock was onboard, 
and stowed away for fiituro use. Tiio coops were filled with 
chickens, an (1 on the spamievs, over the davits, were hung bunches 
of plantains and bauatiaa, wlitlo nets of oranges were in the boats, 
tho only places wo had to stow, them, A light breeze was 
rippling off the shore, just enough to work tho Coquette out of tho 
bay ; and as wo had nothing to wait for, I determined to com- 
mence preparations for going to sea. 

" Man the windlass," I cried ; and tho crew, with a shout of 
joy, seiKcd handspikes and obeyed. 

Tho rogues were thinking of Havana, and the prizo money 
which they wore to rccoi^■o if they arrived safe. They wcro 
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cnjrcr to Hqnaiulcr It, like nil .iitiloi's, wlio work liitnl niul tln-ois' 
away (lieir eiimhigs. Tlicy liovo shoi'I, anil llian looked to mo 
for commnmlH. 

" Wo can't i;iit liiidei' way utilil llie men reliirii," I stiiil, in ati« 
Bwcr to ail inquiry. " They will be on board in llio course of an 
hour or two." 

This excited the indi^^iiation of the saitord, as I knew it wonjd. 
They begun to inurniur that we wero losing time, antl that wo ici- 
oiiri'cd some ddnjfev in wailing for llie Inbbei's, I let tlieni grnm- 
ble imi'cproveil, bnt kept my eyes lixod ui>on tlio (lagstaflT iu front 
of Cringy'shonse, tt seemed tliat ho wonUI never hoist llie sig- 
nal agrceil ii])on ; and yot every moment was vahmblo, for I did 
not know Iiow Aoon tlie male and his eompanionH wonkt ratnni. I 
walked the deck impatiently, and the niuvmiirs of llio men grew 
more ihreiitoning. 

At last 11)1 went the (lag. T coiihi see old Cringy hoist it willi 
his own withered paws, and then start for Iho heaeh ; yet I jirc- 
tcndcd that I did not notice (he signal, and waited for the men to 
make (lie discovery. 

"Sail, ho!" shouted one of (ho crew, middcaly jnmping upon 
tlie windlass in a stiito of grout excitement. 

"Where away?" I asked, opiiarcndy aa mnch astonished as 
any one. 

" The signal ! the signal, sir ! " was (he cry. " A man-of-war 
is in siglit from Cnngy's bhiff." 

" Perhaps it may be a slaver like onr.^olvos," I replied ; " but 
here comes Cringy, and he can give us information." 

The old darky hobbled down to the bench, and entered his 
canoe as thougli in a hnrry. lliit men pnddicd off, and in n few 
minutes the boat was alongside, and Cringy gained the deck. 
The men icIV the windlass and crowded aft, anxious and excited ; 
Tcndy to light if necessary, or to make sail and attompt^n oscapo. 

"What ia it, Cringy?" i asked, in a loud (one, so (hat all 
liands could hear )ne. 

"ThecnsHcd Engli.'ili frigalocoinin' down dc coas(, and will poko 
'cm noso in here sartin," was the answer, delivered in sneh a 
manner that T almost feared ho was in earnest, lint lie gave mo 
a ([iu'ct wink, and I was satisfied that it was only his pluyfnl 
habit of lying, whieh wtis second nature to him. 

'• We arc Happed ! " was the cry of the men. 
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" No, s'jioiic dat you got undorweigh noiv, plcnl/ lime In go 
clcnr," Cringy saiil. 

The nion did not wait for oixlors. They flew (o tlic wiiidliisH, 
aiitl commenced rowHing in tlio cliniri. 

" Slmit wo Iciivo llic moil on sboi-c?" I alioiileil. 

" Let 'em sliiy, and be cussed," was tlie answer, 

" Thoii np with the fore and o(l sails," I ei-icd ; and JH « few 
liiimilcs (ho Coquette was inidtn- sieerage-way and lieading from 
the harbor, tl)c men working like boi'sex in boisling tjie saila and 
clearing tbe decks. 

" For gold and Havana," was llio cry ; and before wo gained 
tho bar, fhe deck was clear, and the men smiil;ing their pipes on 
the rofccastlo. 

When wo had crossed tbo bar, and (be seliooncr was making 
fair progi-osx towards Ihe oecon, Cringy began jireparations for 
leaving ns. The village was some five miles astern, and nearly 
sbtit from view by tlio point of lani! which I have alluded to 
before; and yet, to Ihe surprise of iho crew, no ?ail was lo bo 
Been running along the coast, as tUoy had supposed, bonnd for 
Gabnn. 

"Whar's lliat man-of-war you signalized from the blnff? " I 
liciird one of tho crew ask Cringy. 

" 0, she's <«mjng by and by," was (ho answer. 

" So's Chrisfmas. I'll bet n pound of as good pig-ttiil as ever 
was raised in Virginia llial you seed the wing of a gull, and sup- 
posed tlmt it was a man-of-war. Mind you, I don't eare if you 
ilid raise a false alarm, 'eos we is nndcrweigh, and homeward 
bound. ItuI you should be kccrful in fnter." 

'■'Yon dink I no see vessel?" demanded Cringy, indignanfly ; 
" what you call da!, hey?" 

The negro pointed with his long finger to wiiulword, and siiro 
enough we conhl sec a large ship creeping around a point of land 
close in shore, and under easy canvas, as ihottgh lime and fast sail- 
ing wcro no object. I snatched my glass from the hand of the 
steward, and took a long look at the slraiiger. I eonnlcd (wo 
tiers of guna, and knew by l|io cut of the sails, and build of 
the tiull, that it was onr old enemy, ihe Scorpion, on a cniiso for 
the purpose of getting even with us, and repairing the disaster of 
Heago. 

" Sail, lio ! " cried tbo nion. 
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Cringy loolicd Uio asfonishmcnt I foil. 

" So help 1110 tlchel, I no seo 'cm ! " tho diivky ci-iod. " IIo 
kec|) so close in lainl, no oiio sec 'cm. Jlaii-of-war, by golly, 
licy ? " 

" And ftTi Knglisiimnii at tlint," I rcplieil. 

" All, (lilt bo lieriy bad. Gib iiio my iiiihicy, anil I go nsboi-c." 

Tbc old rascal wanted to dvscrl us as »^ooii as possible, so that 
he could SH'CHF he know nothing ahont iIlc slave Inido. 

The ship wns about seven miles from ns, and coming down at 
the rale of three knots per lionr, ftir the wind was llglit. I con- 
sidci'cd for a inomeut our olinnccs of esape, and I mnsE confess 
that kuowhi^ ns I did tbc sailing qualities of llio Scocpion, I was 
not sanguine. She had the ^vind of ns, niul could spread a cloud 
of canvas if necessary, as T did not doubt she would before com- 
ing witliin long gnn shot of us. 

The crew were casting uneasy f;lancca at the frigate, and con- 
versing in low tones on the forccaslto. I could see thai they wore 
determined to resist capture as long as resistance would be of 
any service, and had no idea of allowing the Englishmen to 
handle the gold wjiicli we had on board, and triunijih over lis 
lit last. If we lflekc<l sliip and beat back lo Gabun, even if wo 
could have {lone so, we slioidd bo captured, for wc could not dis- 
charge onr cargo before the Scorpion or her boats would bo upou 
«s. If we crowded sail, there was a chance of our escaping dur- 
ing the iiglit breoKc, unless the wind loft ns and favoiod tho 
frigate, which snmeiimcs happens in those latitudes; for I have 
known a man-of-war to lie becahued for liours, while a slaver, 
ten miles lo the leeward, was making her escape with it three knot 
hrcOKC. 

"The ship sees lis, sir," cried tho men, " and is edging oif 
frotn the land." 

I altered the course of the schooner fo correspond with that of 
tho frigflle, so thai our relative jKisilions couhl not bo changed. 

" Do debol ! " cried Cringy, " I no want to go to Cuba. Gib 
me dc money, and 1 go shoi'e. My wifcys no like mo be gone 

As lie was of no use on board, and I was anxious fo make 
Bail, 1 gave him his money and Murpliy's rillc, an article that ho 
had long hinted ho should like to bwn. lie mutiercd profuse 
thanks, but did not seem to think that much ceremony was needed 
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ill Mltering llicm, for liy tlie lime lie luul conchiduil ho was in Ins 
ciuioo,-iiii(l lnni sliovii<l off. 

"Ooil l)less ycl- ! " ho ahoutcil, " and don't let dc EiiglisUiiiiiii 
kelcti yer." 

Ho wnved liis hand, nnil llicn his jicoplo imthlicd for th« iicarost 
point of liuid, H3 (lioiigh their iimsier whs iittoring some sifaiigo 
oiillis for the piirjiosc of excitinj,' thcni to do their utmost. 

" Tlicre ROCS liis sluddiu'-sails, sii'," eriod u miui iiiimMl Mat- 
thews, a unilor who had nuido leu voyages to the const of Africa, 
nnd had been eiiptiircd but otico. 

He WHS a ihorongh 8cimiaii, and ii person to bo relied upon, ox- 
ccjxing when lio had free ticecss to liquor, and then ho bccamo 
the most drnnkon dog that cvcv laiidcd iijtnii the inolo of Ilavnnn. 

" Ay, and quick work ho iiiakea of it in setting them," I replied, 
not willing In wilhhold my admiration for llic Jisciiiline that was 
displayed, oven on board of an enemy. " IIo has gained nono 
on lis as yet, nnd wo ciin show inoro canvas ihan we now spread. 
Get Iho Bqnaresftit ready, and let us show the fellow lliut we arc 
not idle, ftlatthows, I (vant a male, and yim will make a good 
one, as long as you let liquor alone. I givo you tlio apiioiiilmcnt. 
Jntn|) forward and slir up the men." 

" I beg your pardon," said the new ollieur ; " bul X don't think 
I wouhl try keels with that frigate, lie's yot the odds in his 
favor." 

" Do yoii mean (hat we must yield willioiit a sfingf;le?" 1 i!e- 
niaiided, indignantly. 

'• Nol by a cussed sighl," Matthews sold. " I wouldn't consent 
to thai, even if we were under liis broadside, an<l every gnn bear- 
ing upon us. I think that wo can givo him llio slip in a different 
way, and not much danger either." 

" Ho lively)" i said, " and reel off (he way and means. Tinio 
is proeioiiH." 

" I've hill on this 'ere coast nforc," Matthews said, " and know 
all its harbors and creeks, and even the shoals. Twenty miles 
from US, to the leeward, is a ereck, the mouth of it not to bo seen, 
any more than Pedro's for hair. Tall trees hide the entrance till 
you is close on it. Tlicrc's two fatlioni water clioek up to the 
banks, and aHcr you is in, it's as sniooth as a mill-poiul. Wo 
could run in at dark, and (b'op anchor till the Scorpion got put of 
the way. If we can bold our own (ill sunijown, wo can do 'em, 
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taki'. my word for it. I've seen it (ricd i«ko, aiiil know tlic pliico 
well." 

" Ciin you fiiul (lie iiarboi- in tlio (l;irk?" I iiskcc], eagci-ly. 

" I can flml it witli one eye shut iip, in the ihukest night tlint 
Africft ever seed. There's only one Irouhle." 

" Name it." 

"Tlie nig!,'crs is ugly in that place, n ml slciil like a lawyer. 
T)iey'<l Inke ihc fcclti out of a ttiiin's hciiil, if he diihi't keep hia 
eyes open. They ia a Ircaclicrons set, and wonltl sell their own 
fftlhers for a shirt." 

" lint we can guard against llmt. The frigate is noaring «a, I 
think, ami I have a mind to try the dodge." 

" It'll go, sir, depend upon il, iniless the cnp'n of tho frigate is 
H|) to sntiff, and I don't think, from what wo have scon of him, 
that he is." 

J resolved lo try tho |)lati lit any rate, and even if wc woi'O 
discovered, thought wc could stand a fair ehanco of heating off 
ft boat expedition in ease one was sent in after ns. I therc- 
iorc ordered the man at (lie wheel lo ]>oi't his helm, null we sud- 
denly jibed over om- fore and ali sails, and stood in towards tho 
land in an angidar direction, so as tn keep oni' distance from tho 
fingale. This brought the wind aft our beam, and enabled us to 
make good use of our fore and uf) sails, and even use our topsail, 
top-gallant sail, and huge s<|narcsuil. 

" Noiv wc arc walking, sir," said the new mate, coming aft. 
" Tlio frigate has noticed that we changed our course, niid liaa 
hauled in his lower studdin'-sails and braced up. lie still carries 
his fore-topmast, top-gallant, and royal studdin'-sails ; but I think 
wccan hold our own with him, in this light brce?:o. lie looks well, 
though covered with canvas and his (wo rows of teeth, like » giant 
in ficarcli of a breakfast. If wo was only within gun-shot distance, 
how ho would ralilo our spars about our ears I ISut the Lord 
ki'cp him off, for his eoui|)any is disagrcealile at close qnnrtors, 
ami 1 shonld no more care to be alongside than I should like to 
grapple with one of the alligators of ' IMud Creek.' " 

" Im that the name of yonr harbor, Slatihcws? " I asked. 

" Yes, sin; it's ail the name that I ever heerd, and (hat's good 
enough for it." 

" And there's alligators there ? " I asked. 

" No, sir, not in the harbor ; but a little ways up the rivor 
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Ihcre's lot of 'em, and iigly-lookiiig diaps they is. Bii; fa( ones, 
with juws like llie auhooncr'a liulcUwHy, I suspuct tluiL tln;y grow 
largo on uccouut of llwh- giiib." 

" Why, wliut of their Kriib?" I nskod. 

" Iiil'itHtH, sii'i" replied tlio mate, solumiily. 

" What do y..Lt menu?" 

"I mean, sir, ihiit the tiigi^crs wbirt doii'l Wiirit hi;; fninilii's, 
drops Iheir yomig ones on Ihc biiiiks of the river, ami wlien ihcy 
ytlla, Ihc alligators lioiirs 'em and snaps 'cm iip like iv piece of 
soft tack, and inakea nothing of it." 

" Do yon believe it?" I asked, willi some lidle show of horror, 
for I did not know bnt that the nian Wii» repeating an nhl sail's 

lice ak! c o; "why, Lord love yon, I have 

ec I c lo eat c giri, nnd think no more of it than 

f ylalefa oky e eeoffcd by Ihc niouatcrs. And 

y l^ojl o io k wtiHt they is talking about, say 

I o k c i-fgcrs from their homes. Why, 

o a o 'em something, and the Kngli.ili- 

I o c y o other, you jisi mark my words." 

1 1 a y o 1 o 1 inl, and was not disposed lo dis- 

I Mn 1 Ik hut the slave trade was a profit- 

d to II ai'ncd much money which 1 had 

oh I a o a 1 1 was willing lo confess that my 

CO ce e as o Inllj I by the opetution, I liked tlio 

n oncy o I o c an 1 1 think that snoh feeling will bo 

fo y k hI of ofes on. 

i of loe oi (IS, that J can detect," I siiid, nt 

1 a a lo look I o gh Iho glass. " The fellow saila 

ol 11 

JI sl c> I replied Matthews, with a cureless 

gla CO a I e S o I o f he can't do better limn that, wo 

el II ^ c I I o sl p a k. It wants an hour to sinidowo, 

B 1 o la k \\ c shall know if they keep a bright 

o I oa fo y ' cctl one to see ns slip into ' Bind 
C k 

\\c a I e our dislanec from him," I said. 

lie 1 lain cu want soinelhing lo do to keep 

t e 1 f o a 1 I iriaon. Uig a few whips, and let 

sec o o a I eatli of air shall escape us. Wo 
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" Ay, tiy ; I'll give 'cm such a wotling, Hint the snils will look 
as iJiou<ih lliey liail passed tlirmigli Ihrco raiti sqimlla under tho 
line ; and I itcnil iiol lelt you that it rains there somct]ini:i<, as 
th»iigli they had piiittpcil up nil ihu frcRh water ponds, and tlioa 
tnrncil thcni loose for the rim of the IhJDg. Ali, ha ; we'll gol 
another half knot out of the bcanly, yoii see if wo don't." 

Tho crew wero set at work vigt!'ng whips at (lie masllieads and 
others to drawing water, and in a few iniuntes the siiils were ivet, 
alow and aloft, every thread in tlieni being saturated so that thoy 
would swell, and prevent the wind from passing between them, 
yet our labor soeined fthout to be wasted ; for iis the aim went 
down ilio brccy-c gradnnliy died away, and as the schooner roso 
and fell on llic heavy uwelts that were rolling towards the shore, 
the sails Itupped and groaned as though e:igei- to bo once more 
filled, and go to sleep. 

"Tins is bad," t^nid Malihews, with a whistle for more wind. 
" I really believe that the frigalc holds l!io breeze, for hor sails 
look as though full. If she keeps it we shall have a little boat 
expedition in the course of the night, or I'm much mistaken." 

"They won't attack ns in their boats, if they can reach us 
with their gnus," I said. " We once learned them a lesson tiiey 
won't forget very soon. They know we are well arnied and 
resolute, and boats won't bo used if they can reach us without 
tbeir aid." 

" No donbt yon ai'e right, air," Malllicws said ; " but still the 
CM|>tiiin of thiit frigate would go all lengths to have a sliy at us, ani) 
if he thonglit that he could take us,' even by losing fiAy of his men, 
he would do it. Flesh and blood are cheap, cspceially that of a 
sailor." 

I directed my .glass at the frigate while ho spoke. Slio was no 
more than five iiiilcs from us, having gained since tho breeze loft 
us. I saw, to my joy, that the wind had idso deserted the Eng- 
lishman, and that the heavy sails were flapping ngnhist tho top- 
masts with every motion of the ship. 

" Jist you keep an eye on 'cm, sir," the male said, " 'cos it's 
.my opinion that he won't keep quiet long. 3Iy eyes ain't so 
strong as they used to be ; but I think I see something of a bnstlo 
on board. They may bo only lianling the foresail up, to keep it 
from chafing agin the shrouds, I can't tell readily." 

" They have uol hauled the foresail up," I said, after a look 
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with tito glnsa; "but Ibcy have Ihc mainsail haiiging by tho 
biidtJincs." 

" Ah, I lhoiii,r|i|. so," llio old man said, wjlh a gratified look. 
" T thought my eyes was good for somelliiii' yet. If ihey liavo 
haidcd aj) llieii- main eoiir«c 'lis for somcthiii', I'll wanant ye." 

" It' mciins," I said, after a short pause, " tlint Ihey are hoisting 
out the liiiincli, and itiiit wo are to ha^o some warm work." 

" Cuss me, if I didn't think so," llio male said, takiitg a Imge 
chow of tobacco, as though it was the last ho ever oxijucted to 
rcfvcsli his month with. " If that fcHcr isn't poing to give his 
men a pnll of five miles and not catch a bird artcr all, Ihcn I'm 
a soger." 

" If we eoulil only catch a slight broczc," I mntlorcd, " wo 
should soon make the fellow hoist his lioals up again. Ho would 
have his labor for his pains." 

" AVe shall gd a breath of air out of tho nortli'rd and casi'rd 
by and by," the old man said, pointing to a dark cloud wjiicli was 
slowly rising in that (Urcction. " If we can catch it first, tho 
frigate will have tlic ti'ouble of hoisting up liis boats, and wc shall 
bo tho gainers." 

The crew began to look aTiJiious, aiul glanced towards tho frig- 
ate, as though her company was not desirable. 

" We may as well be ready for the boats," I saitl, " in case they 
cnnio near us. Get np the ammunition, and load the guns. We'll 
give them n reception they won't expect, if they do attempt ti> 

For a few minutes all was bustle and confusion, in casting olT 
tho fastenings of the guns, and in ramming down shot and canis' 
ter. As soon as this was done the guns were rc-socurcd, and the 
men once moi'C galliored around tho windlass and whistled for a 
brec™. It was now sundown and still caln), so calm tliat wo 
<:ould hear tho ceaseless roar of the surf as it beat upon the shore, 
sweeping hi from tlio broad Atlantic, and ending its throes npon 
tlie white sands and rough rocks of the African coast. During 
nil this time Grncia had sat silent, a contemplative spectator of 
what was passing npon Ihc deck. Now she called mo to Iter, and 
I gladly obeyed. 

"Is there mneli danger?" she asked, with an anxious glance. 

"Not at present," I replied. " When danger is near, I shall 
BOO that you are in a placo of safety." 
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" And yoii ? " slic iisl<eil. 

" 0, I shull slay on duok, ami tlo my best to insure llio csciipo 
of tlic vessol. Wo (n-c uol cnptui-cd yet, iiml some hunt blows must 
bo exchanged before »vo arc." 

" Will you promise me tbnt yon will be caiefnl, ami not esposo 
your life unnecessarily ? " she oskod, layiiig lier Imntl npon my 
nnii, ond speaking ao cnrncsUy, flml I wished for lior sake wo 
were kagues from the frigalc. 

" 1 will niako llint promise most readily," I replied, Intiijhiiig, 
" for I lo\c yon ioo well to wish to lose yoii." 

She tried to sinilo, but tears wcvo in her eyes and she could not. 

" His boats arc in the water, sir," eaiil Mailliows, who was 
looking al the frigate with his glass. 

" ilow many of them ? " I asked. 

" Four, sir, and llicy arc pulling this way, as though tticy was 
nnxions to finish us afoi'c the dog watch cimIs. Give us a litllo 
air, ami tlicir ash oava may bend till (hey crack, but Ihc Co(|uello 
will {jive 'cm the slip." 

Tho sun disappeared, bnt still the sails of the schooner flapped 
with every motion of tho vessel. Not a breath of air was stirring 
excepting that created by tho canvas as the Coquette rolled upon 
tho heavy swells, and headed towards all points of tho compaM, 
yet (lid not surge ahead a single iathom. 

" IJy the Lord, but this is worse than thrco- watered grog," 
mntlovcd tho mato. "There's not wind enough (o stir a lady's 
curl, or a rojte yarn." 

" Let one of the men run aloft, and see if there is any air stir- 
ring up there," I said. 

" Ay, ay, sir ; but I don't thinit that he'll find any. Here, Hill, 
jmnp up to tho I 'gal hn it-yard, and sec if yoti can hail a cat's paw. 
If you do, let us know, and wo'li iuvitc it to a gam. Ho lively, 
man, or wo shall have the trade winds belbro wo hear from you." 

The sailor obeyed the order, but not with that liveliness whiiU 
(he command seemed to vcquii'c. He recollected that the pi-onio- 
tion of (he mute was very sudden, and that they had mossed to- 
gedior in tho forecastle — two things which a sailor long romern' 
bers. 

" Mast head ! " I cried. 

" Sir," was the prompt responac. 

"Do you feel any air stirring ihero?" 
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" I can fi!cl a lircalli agninst tlin pnim of my linml from tlio 
noiMi'm-ii nrul easl'erd," was tlie rcs|)Oiise. 

" Jisl \\licrc T Rrtiit it would come from," iniillci-pd the jnatc. 

"Cull you Kcc the boats?" I askcdof ttic m(\H who was |iereiicd 
on tlic toi)-galiutU yard. 

" No, sir ; nor the fngnte, eitlier," 

" Come ilown," I said ; ttiid Bill was about to iloscorul, when 
ho ])aused, and shouted, — 

"I've got (jiiilo R lilllc brccM here now, sir ; mid (he tojjsnil 
and t'gallftnt sail is nil Hback." 

The man spoke the ti-nth, for nil at once a light brceKO swept 
over the water and Unltercd onr foie nncl aft sails, and llire\v our 
si^ufti-o sails nhack. 

" Hlow, good devil, and take the cock," encd (he men, slai-(ing 
into life and aedvity by this nnlooked-fof favor, even if it did 
come from (he direetion of the frigate. 

" Wc have got stern way on ns, sir," said the man at (he wheel. 

" Then shifi yonr lielm. J-ay aft here, and drop the peak of 
llio mainsail, Kaso oil' (he mainshcct. Brace round (he fore 
yard, lie lively, men, for every second is worth a hinidrcd 
dollars." 

The erew sprang to obey tho ordecs, and (he Coc;«el(e rapidly 
got out of irons, and once moi-o pointed her nose in llie direedon 
which we wore pursuing when llie wind left ns nn boor or two 
before, 

" Now wc is off, sir," (ho mate said, after seeing that Ihe sails 
were trimmed, and swayed np to cutchcvery brcalh of air. " Now 
wo move again, and no inislake. l>o you see anylhiug of (hat 
Knglishmnn with your glass, air?" 

, I took a look, and saw that (ho frigate, having caught the 
bi-ce)!o first, bad diminished the distance' between hs most ma- 
terially ; but it was evident tliat we were moving ns fast ns Iho 
Knglishman. 

" lie's got to pick wp bis boats, sir, 'cos wo is moving faster 
through (he water (haii ash sails can send a bhmdoring big lamieh, 
We shall gain on him unless he is bandy with his hooks and 
tackles, Ila, there goes a rocket in (lie air, and it means some- 
thin'." 

" It means," I replied, " (bat (ho boats are to come alongside 
and be hoisted np. There goes a scoiid one. The captain is in 
& hurry, or Jn a bad humor, I don't know whicb," 
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» If we was only new liim, I guess Wt\ let lis know in what 
liiiiiior he wna in," nriawcreil llic mate, <1r)ly. 

Jliu'tily liiid mallliowei ccascii fi|iciiktng, nlicn I Knw n ttufU m 
llic Oireclioii of tlio frigato, and llieii tlic liniivy rcpoi-t oi a cannon 
canto floating lo ihc Iccwanl. AlniOKi nl llic same inslnnt we 
liKai'd a Kplasli in tlie water some forty fathoms astern of lis, and 
we coiihl seo it lioil and biiblilo as tlioiigli ii sperm wlialc had just 
brcadicd while in a sj)i>i'iin<r mood. 

» lie is trying onr range," I remarked. 

" Yes, and blast him, if that shot is any evidence he has got it 
down pretty close, A,i>on'id more of powder ivould have pilclicd 
that |iieee of cold iron npon onr deck, or I'm very nuich mistaken," 
the mate suid, coolly replenishing his mouth with a fresh chow of 
lobacco, and casting his eyes aloft to see if llie sails were draw- 
ing lo advantage. 

At this niomeiit there was another (lash In Ihc wrndwawl, like 
n sireiik of hciit lightning ; and the sullen report of a eannon again 
rcniiiided ns that the Knglishman was determined lo knoek away 
some of onr spars, if tlie thing was possible. The ball struck Iha 
Water about thirty fiithoms from our weather quarter, but not in 
direct range of the schooner. 

» Now wo move again," said Mat thews, 'com lag aft after set- 
ting the B(|Maresail. " The wind is Iianliiig, ami I shouldn't won- 
der if wo had it on our (|uarler before fonr bells.'* 

" IIow far are we from M«d Creek?" I asked. 

The mate took the glass, and glanced long and anxiously towards 
the shore before ho replied. 

" As near as 1 cnn calculate, wo are some five miles to the 
windward, but I can't tell for sarlin till wo round Pint Blank; 
yon can see it hero, olf our leo bow, looking as black as fiily nig. 
gers. There's a shoal 'running out fi-oni the pint, but wo can give 
it a good berth, and let the frigate look out for herself. I s'pose 
that he has got tired of pitching cold shot arler us, for ho hasn't 
fired a guu for ten minnles." 

The commander of the frigate appeared to have discovered that 
he was losing ground by-keepiug up a running (ire, and therefore 
his guns had remiiiiied silent ever siuee we had set (he squaresail. 
J found thai we u-cre dropping our fierce friend, and I began to 
di'bate wliethcr it would bo better lo keep our course, and at- 
tempt an escape by our sailing qualities, or find shelter in Mud 
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Creek. I Iiatl cxamiiicil my innps of llic coasl, aud not foun*! any 
ovi(!cticc ol'ltio rivoi', and so I lutil MiUttiows. 

" Clinrls is all very well, lint llio marinOR wlint ninko3 'em don'i 
know every thing." 

" Hrcakcrs ahead ! " shoiilcd ihc men on the lookout. 

" I told you KO," cried SlutiliCws, tviumphnnfly. " I knows 
this coast, I docs, as well ns I knows how to luiiid and reef a 
Riiil." 

We liifl'fld np two [lOJnts, hauled (he sheets flat all, and braced 
up the fore yards, and [Minted to the windward of the shoal which 
was covered wiih white water ; for tho swell was breaking over it 
rather wildly. 

" Now, if tliat jolly old frigate wonid only jnst rnn head first 
on tho shoal, wo could go about our business and care for no- 
body," Mnltlicws said, as we passed the dangerous sjiot, and oiico 
more kept the schooner off with a free wind. 

" Jlow far oil' is tho frigate?" I nsked. 

" Not more than three miles ; but that will answer our purpose, 
I think. Wo arc now close nboiird of 5Iud Creek, aud if you 
will begin to make preparations for taking in sail, I'll go for'nrd 
and pilot the schooner in. Vt'c had belter edge off a little, and 
get in with the land. As soon as we bring that dark hill on "ur 
beam, wo can take in Ihc squaresail, and all but tho fore and all, 
sails, for they won't be of much use." 

Wc wove running along a dark coasl, heavily wooilcd, I jmlgeil, 
at tho rate of fonr knots per hour, ami so close in shore that 
I eould hear the surf moan as it bcnl upon Ibe rocks, retreat- 
ing with broken ranks fi-oni a conflict which had been carried 
on forages, and always wiiii the same result. Tho crow were 
alert and watchful, for (hey bad got wind of the contcmpliitod 
ruse from Ihc male, atul were eager to turn the laugh upon the 
Englishman. 

" Kcp|) her off a lidle more, sir," cried Mallliows, from Iho 
night beads, where be had taken up his station. 

Tho man fit the wheel obeyed. 

" Steady as she goes 1 " was iho ery forwai'd. 

By (his time the hill was well off our Ico beam, and the limo 
had arrived lo commence taking in sail. 

I glanced at the frigate astern. She was sliH coming on with 
all sail set, and those on hoard had not seen (he shoal, for which 
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alio was heading. If slie siruck, the breakers wonlil not leave n 
sign of licv timbers by morning, I was sorry, miil wonUI liaie 
fired a gun as a warning, for lo^'o bad inriclo my licart tender just 
at ibat (iiuc, but wo were too much occupied witli thought of our 
own safety to attend to others. 

" Steady as sbo jjoes ! " shouted Matthews. " Steer small, or 
the Kehooncr will bump her nose among the trees." 
- " Steady as she goes ! " I replied, 

'.' Douse the foresail, llyhig-jib, ami slaml by (ho mainsail," 
cried (ho male, who was'still straining his eyes to find the en- 
trance to the ereek. 

The sails were let go, ami came down slowly and without noise j 
for we did not wish lo awiikcii the natives who resided upon the 
liciiiks of Mud Creek, or even to let the crew of the frigate hear 
SIM, allliough there was not much danger, the vessel being so far 
to tlie windward. We seemed so close in with tlie laud, that an 
ai^livo man could have Jumped on shore. Branches of trees wore 
on each side of us, and some of the longest touched the yards of 
the schooner, yet still wo went on, deeper and deeper iiHo the 
Bloom. 

"Stand by the main-sheet 1 " cried the mate, "and haul (ho 
mainsail flat aft, when I give the word." 

Half a doKeu of the men came aft lo perform the duty, wonder- 
ing and eX|)i'csKiug their surprise. 

" Hard nport with Iho helm — in with the niain-sliccl, and let 
go the jib," were the quick commands of Maltlicws ; and as lie 
issued the orders the Coquette suddenly roundcil a low point, oven 
to the water's edge, on which huge trees grew in abundance, and 
then slowly glided into a dark basin, into which the oidy light 
admitted was by iho bri'dit stars overhead. 

W\ d in, Thci-o was not even a fire or 

11 111 I how far wo >vcro from i(. All was 

1 1 I d 1 rs of the ereek were as smooth as a 

11, 1 

II 1 f 1 men, as ho coiled up the main-sheet, 

f 1 1 k 1 devil's pit, or as if the shore was 

i d I blacker lliau coal tar." 

I 1 1 I I f ho place ; but if it only afforded ua 

fill w repulsive it was in appearance. 

"i 1 ! I r wliciicvei' you please," said Mat- 
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tlicwa, wlip liail foimd iiis ivtty aft, wliilc (lie acliooner was slowly 
forging uIiokI. " We Imvcii't got much room lo swing in, lunl 
twcDly-fivo fallioms of cubic will liold lis just as well as ft scvenly- 
four's scope." 

"Then drop llic anclioi- at once, iiiul lower a boal," I said. 

Tlio anclior icil whh a Binldou spIasU fvoin thu lipws, a few 
fallioms of Itic cimiii rim out, ami l!ie men were about 10 clear 
away tlie falls of tlio boat, wlinn from llic shore arose the most 
fFi,!(htfiil yolls that ever morlal Imd the imhappincss of listening lo. 
Fof ft mimiio i was itumb wiiii surprise ami uppvthensiou, and 
Ktiil t)ie yclb eoiiiiiuicil, fiOiiiclinies approauhing tis ami llioii reced- 
ing; ; but fioni all sides the erica icsomulcd, and rather incrciisod 
than diminiHhcd. 

" Keep fast the boat ! " I shouted ; " cteiir away the gnns, and 
Bland ready to aim tlicm. Pass the imiskels from llio slore-room, 
and mind don't throw away a shot. If we arc atlackcd, wo will 
beat the black rascals back." 

" Ah, 'lain't much nse figbtiog such as tliem, sif," paid an old 
Bailor, who was slamliiig by one of Ihe boat falls. 

" What do yoii mean ? " I asked. 

" I mean, sir, ilmt them 'era cries is made by Ihe spirils of 
dead niggers what liavc been slolcti from the coast of Africa by 
slavers. Tlicy is rejoicing 'cos our end is near." 

"You old fool, do' you believe such siiilf as that?" I asked, 
angrily. " The yolls ai'o made by Iho natives who tliink of at- 
tacking us. We must beat lliem off, and do it boldly." 

"No niggers ever made noises like that 'ore," said Ihe man, 
solemnly. " If wc lighl, wc must fight spirils from the olher 

" Ami I suppose that you would like diflerenl kind of spirits?" 
I usked. 

" I can lake my lot of grog ivilli the best of 'cm," answered 
llic old man ; " bul I ean't face Ihc devil unless very drimk." 

" Then go below, and let your slupnialcs flgUt youv baltlo. 
We can beat olf Ihe imlivcs, and slill escape front the I'lnglish- 
iiian. Go below if yon don't want lo figlit." 

" I can light human bchigs, sir, aTid even niggers, but I can't 
fight spirits." 

" No one asks you to. Keep out of llie way if.you nro afraid, 
and dou't expect llie houoi's wo shall gain," 
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Slill tlic fierce yells coiKiniiud, aiul acemed lo increase in vol- 
nmo. Wo could lienr tlicin, oven to llic walcWs edge, Jis Ilioii^li 
all tlio niggers in Iho universe wore bowling llieir wrnlli til us 
from the sliorcs of jMnd Ci-cek. Tlio slaves ivliich wo hiitl con- 
fined it) file liold of llio schoonor began to grow tincasy (liii'iiig 
iSic oxcilcmctil, and littered many shouts, as (hough lo wiun ns 
tbnt tfiey were disposed to iiild to our trouble. 

" III Ijic niinic of God niid innn, what is it?" nsked Matthews, 
wilh a failcriiiK voice, as he joined mc on (he (|ii»i(er-defk. I 
roiild not- see his face, il was so dark, hut I had no doubt it 
showed as inucli frigbl as bis voice. 

" You iiavc been here before, and sbonid know," I replied. 

" So bcip me God, caii'n, I never beard nnytbiirg like that be- 
fore, and never want lo agaiii. Niggers or devils, Ihcy can beat 
anything in the noise line I ever saw on this coast. If we coiiW 
only give 'cm a broadside of gviipe and canister, I tbink it might 

" And let tbe Englishman know (hat wo arc bero?" I asked. 

" I forgot (ha(, sir," was (he answer. " Tbe feller would hear 
MS, sure cuougli, I had beKer tell the iiicu lo save (ho guna until 
the last moment, and beat (he devils oft" with pikes." 

As no foe made its appearance, iherc was tio necessity for giv- 
ing siieb orders. But slill we waited and watched for balf au 
hour, find a( length the sounds died aivay and eiifircly ceased. 

" God lie praised ! wc shan't be alinelied lo-night," the mate 
said ; " Ihc devils, or niggers, or whatever they are, have thought 
hetierof it, and we arc safe. Let 'em come by daylight and I 
don't care.for 'em, but I don't like fighting witb spirits in the dark. 
Unless it he," the mate added, after a panse, " tlic spirit of Santa 
Cniz rum, which I can punish dreadfully when we come to close 
quarters. I can take a good freight aboar<l, and no harm done on 
cither side." 

It was (I strong hint for a glass of grog, so I concluded to 
iiumor tliB old salt, as thei-e was plenty of li(juor on board wiiicU 
iiad belonged to Murphy. I calledlo the steward to "splice Iho 
main brace," and the men came rolling aft, eager to get a driiitr 
of that wbicli empties their pockets witb wonderful rapidity whoD 
once on shore, after a long cruise. 

" Now I can take a boat and two hands, and ptiU out to tho 
moHlh of the crock, if you want lo know tho position of tho Eng- 
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lisliiiiiiii," the mate mu\, ami as I was really eager to find out, 
conscntctl Eliat lie alioiikt go. 

Tlio bout wfis Jowcrpd without noise, qiiietiy puslietl off, and 
pulled for (lie nioulli of (lio creek ; wtiilc llic iiicii, fatigued by 
ttioir day's laljoi' and its cxcitcmoiifs, laid down U|iou the deck, 
and rested with their pikes in their hands, so aa to he ready to 
repel boarders in case an attack was niado, lu llto mcantiino »a 
old siiilur and myself alone paced Die deck. 
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SoMKTiiiSG nioi'c than a hour later the sound of oars was 
heard coming from the direction of the entrance of the creek. 
" lloat ahoy! " I hailed. 

" Ay, ay, — all right,'' was the aasu'er, in Malthcws's voice. 
The boat was soon alongside) and the mate on deck. 
" Have you seen the frigulc?" I asked, impatiently, 
" Wo Iiavo bocH looking at her for tlio past hour," was the an- 

" Where ia she? " 

" Opposite the entrance of ihc creek," was the reply. 

"Then those on boiird know that wo arc here?" 

" I think not, sir," replied Matthews. . " The ship is becalmed, 
for there is not a breath of nir outside, aTul siuco wc have been 
on the wnteli she ha.s not moved a cable's length ahead. I think 
they imagine wc enrricd iho breeze with us, and escaped. At 
any rate, daylight will tell the story. If the captain thinks wc 
are here, lie will send liis boats in arter us, and a lively time wo 
shall have of it for an hour or two." 

" Then the boat must return to the mouth of the creek, and re- 
main thei-e till the frigate either hoists out her boats, or gets a 
breeze. Wo shall ho side till daylight, at any rate," 
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" Wo might senrt MaiSiii for ono hand in flio boat, anil Petiro 
for tlie oilier," tills inolo siiiil. " I'cth'o will keep awoko, or I'm 
ninfh inislaken; for ho has ilone some ihiiijjs whicli would not 
sound well oii bisarit of an Kiiglish man-of-war, Slurlin U too 
miicJi afraid of (ho devil to shut hU cyos, and between tlicm both 
tlioy will <li> very woll." 

r was of tho same o|>inion, so I Rotit Iho Spaniard and Iho 
Kn^lishman off in iho hoiii, wilh orders to kocpiimlor Iho shadow 
of the trees, and lot us know the first niovotnciit that took place 
onboard of (ho Knglislinmn. Then, feeling tivcil wi(h my diiy'sand 
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who bad Hnakencd mo. 

" What is (ho maltcr 
Bhonid not bo di.slni'bcd, 

" It is nearly dayliyhl, sir," he said 
hear, I shonid think that the niggers 
visit from ibo shore. I can hear 'on 
can hear 'em talk, but 1 c: 

"I will como on deck in 
left the cabin on (ip(oo. 

I got np, armed myself 
lass, and was about to pas 



f ll e Jeck I ile I went 

I 

II ell entered 

I t I ood for a fow 

o 11 be cniel to 

k 1 e . 1 laid 
Ik 1 vas sound 

1 t I a 1 1 I laced upon 

1 I Mutthews 



low (ouc, so ihat Griteia 



I movo on tho boach i 
t make out what tliey is saying 



edialcly," I replied ; and Matlhe 



ilh a brace of revolvers and a cut- 
on deck, when I licard Gvacia mnt- 
(crinj; some words in her sleep, I sfoppcd and listened. 

" O, my putlru," she said, " you must love Hobcrt for my sake. 
Jle loves me and saved my life, and without hiin I do not wish to 
live." 

The dear girl I hoiv I loved Iier for those woi-ds spokon so un- 
consciously. I bent down and touched her lips, and then, fearful 
that her beauty would deliiin me from duty, has!ene<l on dock. 

"The black rascals is moving, sir, proiry lively," said Mat- 
thews, when I joined lilm ou the quiii ter-deck. "They b»ve 
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boon jabbering for Iiair an lioiii- or more, mid have bccii breaking 
off branches of trees ; ami once in a while I giioas tliey hiivo got 
up fighls among ilicniseHes, for I hear 'cm squawking awfully." 

Tlictc was no appearance of llicir bcinj;' about to embark ia 
their canoes, and I conlil only imagine that they were getting 
ready to atlack us as soon as daylight appeared. If llicy did at- 
tack us wc wero not in good condition to stiow much fight, ex- 
cept with boarding pikes and eiitkaaos ; for if wo used our 
guns the altcntloii of the crew of the frigate would bo altrnclcd by 
the noise, and an expedition fitted out to find us. The men wero 
all stnlionetl, and iiislnieled not to use fire-arms, only as a final 
resort, fo }=ave (lie seliooner from being carried by boarding. I 
also caused tliirty-lwo pound shot to be plueed along the bulwarks 
and near the tafltail for the purpose of slaving the canoes, and 
thus consigning their contents to Ihe iitligalors of the creek, which 
Matthews informed ino abounded llterc, and were not partial iti 
their eating. 

By llio time wo eompleled onr pi-eparalions for defence, — ■ 
not forgetting our boarding net, which was triced up fore and aft, 
and would pu/.zle tlic negroes considerably when they butted 
tlieir hea<ls against il, — the mists were mpiilly rising fi'om the 
water, and Ihe liglit began to iucrcnso last. Still we could hear 
the natives on shore continue their preparations for attack ; but 
wo could not undersland ivhy they should mako so nmcli uoiso 
about the matter, unless satisllcd that concealment was useless, 
and that wc were certain to be ovcrpowoi'cd by superior nuinbcrs, 
— a refieelion that was not at all coniforlablo. 

lint while I w'as ivatching for the luisls to clear away, a new 
(rouble arose. The slaves which wero confined in the hold, and 
had not been fed or cared for since the morning tliey wore shipped, 
now began to show evidence of hunger and thirst by uttering fear- 
ful howls, like those of wild boasts. These cries, if heard on 
shore, would only exeite Ihe natives of Mud Creek to desperation ; 
as they would then ho aware ihat we were loaded with ne- 
groes, and if captured could be sold to the next trader that hap- 
pened along, and quite a profitable bargain would he the result. 
Half ft do/on of the men throw off the gratings which wero over 
the luilches, and sprang down in llio midst of tiie wretches, 
whips in hand. It was the usual manner of quieting those who 
were disposed to bo rclVaelory. Blow followed blow in quick 
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1, until lit Iciiglli onlygroaiiB aiidslillcil sobs wem Iieanl. 
Tlii.i wast more thiin 1 eoiiltl slaiHi, so I moved all ami got out 
of llio licrtviiifi of siicli doleful soundn. As soon as Itie slaves 
wava ([uiol, tiow'cvcr, mid to keep Ihoni siill, ihoir brcaVfast was 
served out to tlicni, with a pint of frcsli ivaior to wash it iiow!i« 
0, how the poor wrciclies begged for more ! btit a pint was tlio 
fttlowauec, and if ihoy died they could rcieivc no move. This 
iHoruiag ihcy ate their I'ico and drank their water in the hold, 
ton being released lit one time for that purpose, Kvon the pure 
air of heaven was denied ihciu that day, 

Siukleiily tiio sun shot out from belaud some dark cIoikU, and 
began to dry up tlio vapors ivhieli were arising from the creek 
Bad laud. Then wo began to caleh u glimpse of the natives, and 
it seemed as though there were thousands of them. ICvcn tho 
troasi wore alive with the black rascals, and I cotild not help ad- 
miring the agility with wliieh llicy leaped IVom branch to braucli, 
with ft recklossucf's that was astonishing. Suddenly JIattliews 
uttered a hoarse laugh, andelajipcd his hands — actions whicli were 
answered with corresponding yells on the part of the natives. 

" What is tho matter?" I asked. 

"Why, tho miserable impostors," the maic said, with another 
laugh, " lliem 'ere ain't niggers." 

" Why, what arc they, then?" 

" WJiy, howraug howtangs, sir, and a devil of a lot of 'em 
there is." 

Jt was true — the shores were lined willi huge orang-ontangs, 
and their cries had alarmed us daring the uight, and made ns 
anticipate a fight, \Vheu wo dropi»ed anchor, tho noise had 
awakened then) from their shnnhers, and they hud responded 
with yells. 

At eight bells I signaliKcd for the boat lo come alongside, and 
report the position of the frigate. Martin said she liad drifted 
some two miles since daylight, but there was not a breath of 
air stirring upon the ocean, and no appearnnco of any, Tlio 
frigate, however, was so far from the entraneo to the harbor, lliat 
it was considered quite safe to use fire-arms, in ease wesliould 
have occasion to resort to them. Tliis iufonnatiou I was thank- 
ful for, as many ducks wore constantly alighting in the harbor, 
and I wanted a few. Not de^riug to ho taken unawares, 
I let the men get their breakfast, ami then sent them back to the 
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eiili'ancc of llic Imrbor, to koei> walch upon our foes, nnd seo that 
tlioy <liil not sciii] nti cxpcditinii of bonis iit sciirclt of 113. 

As soou as \vi! finished broukfast I M'cnl on duck, and was Hiir- 
pvised tliat tlic oran^'-onlnngs still iiiainluiuud tlicir posilions, 
and Kliowcd no Kigna of moving. Wliat was still more ustonisli- 
ing, not a iiativo had shown himself for tvndc, and I conld 
not account for it. I ordered the bout to be lowered, and lliought 
that I wonid proceed ou an cxploriuj; expedition np the river, at 
leHBt as far as the vilhi^e ; but while I was gctiing my riflo and 
revolver in good condition for the rather hii/ardons trip, a canoo 
with one person in it hove in sight, coining round tho point of 
land where the current of tho river makes a bend before its eu- 
trnnec into the creek. 

The stranger wore a straw lint and a ealico shirt, ami his face 
was dai-k anil covered with a hciivy beard, so that I knew at 
onca tluit lie was not n negro, lie seemed nneortain what to do, 
and evidently was a Hitlu fearful of us. I could sec that ho 
wanted to board tlie schooner 1 fur he wouhl make ft dip wiili bis 
paddle and liead liie eanoo towards ns, then would alter his mind 
Biul steer in towards the shove, and iip|)car inclined to turn baek. 
At length I tired of stieh backing and pulling, and beckoned 
the stranger to come on board, an iavtiaiion wliieh ho obeyed after 
a moment's hesitation. 

Tho crew crowded to the rail to see our visitor. He was a 
man about forly-fivc years of ago, and, from liis dark restless eyes 
and sw.-irthy complexion, I jndgcd him to be a Portuguese or 
Spaniard! many people of both nalious being engaged in the 
slave trade on the eoasi, and liad been since the opening of the 
business by our English cousins, many years since. lie lell his 
canoo and came ou board, touching his hut with a polite bow to 
Mr. Matthews ns he passed over tho rail. As lie walked ail I 
saw his hiaek eyes fixed upon Gracia, with astonishment ami won- 
der at her raro beauty. 

" Seiior," he asked, " do yon speiik Spanish?" 

1 answered in that langimgc that I did; and 1 was so well 
acquainted with the tongue I instantly discovered that onr visi- 
tor was ft Portuguese, and not a Spaniard, as be wanted me to 
think. 

" Did you come for a cargo?" he asked. 

I told him that oin' cargo was already on hoard. 
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"May T ask why yon eaiiic here?" the Portiij;ucsc pnul, 
who^o Jiamc, lio loM mo with an air of dignity, tva» Dun Clii-isto. 

1 tliil not consider thai it wonld bo pi'iiilcnt for mo to nay that 
ivc were thuscd in by an lOn^lisb l'ri;;ftte, for I dill not cDlct'lain 
It very favorable opinion of Don Chrislo, iind ho looked to mo 
Hke a niiiu ibnt wonld not scnijilo to sell na for n fair sum of 
money. I did not know but Hia! a signa! could he niitdc from the 
land giving information of our whoreaboula. 

" We put in for water," [ said, cai-elessly, " Wc have boon 
becahned for a week, and I am fearl'id that wc shall get short 
hislorc wc roaeli Havana. The water is good up the river — id it 
Hot?" 

" None bcitcf, aenop. A mile from this place it is clear ami 
Bwcet. If you don't cave about exposing your men, I Ciiii send 



you a canoe 



load towards night." 



isidci'iUion," I said. 

" Certaiuly, scnor." 

" Then send it along." 

The Portuguese looked gratified. I thought it was on account 
of the patronage he was to receive. 

" You arc well iiniieil for a slaver," ho said at length, casting 
his eyes over the deck, and looking at the men and guns. 

" It is necessary, if a snccessfnl trip is to bo inado." 

" And your men?" lie asked. 

"Know how to handle the gnus," I answered. 

He said no more on this point, but I saw that his eyes wore 
busy during the remainder of his stay on board ; and I tbougbt at 
the time, such was my pvide In (lie Coquette, tliat ho was admir- 
ing the schooner lis she deserved to be. 

Don Christo told ine ho had been on the coast for twenty* 
five years, anJ thinug that lime had helped ship some hundreds 
of cargoes. I liiuted that he must be very rich if such was the 
case ; but ho said, with a huigh, that ho Rqnandcred aa ho went 
along, and that his liberality had ruined him; wliieli, if such was 
the case, his heart belied his face most shockingly. Itut I 
pretended to believe his yarns, and iiianagcd to treat bin* 
civilly. 

" liy (ho way," I asked, " how hiippens it that yon are the only 
person we have seen sineo wc dropped anchor here? " 

" It is all owing to those infernal brutes," he answered, poiut- 
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ing to the oraiig-oulanga, wlileli scorned to be doling nt tlio 
time." 

" Explain," I said. 

" Oiice a year llic brii co o o I ti oj 1 

purpose of gcUing n laste of I c I i I ey o lo 

Biro nnmmlly, but not of A s c ey a I c 

ous to meet, and wotilil o o o i k of at a 1 
niggovs tliflii yoit would II 1 fo a I I o c j o 

The niiimois are powcif I I c i o o ly f d 

of fire-nvms. Sticks lu 1 I bs I y col a o b t 

disclitirge a musket at 1 a 1 ey II c M al 

ways the natives leave the rivci- wlieii tlio bfiHcs iiiTive, ami let 
then) have lUKlispitled away. They only slop about foily-cight 
lioui-fl, and lliat is the last we see of tbcni, unless wo peiictrato 
{ho back country, until (ho next year." 

" Ave the natives of the i-iver treacherous? " I asked, for the pui-- 
poao of seeing bow his accouTil would tally with Mallhews's story, 

The visilor seemed asloiiislicd at the ([ueslioii. 

" I have lived hero on the river for ten years," ho said, " and 
I assure you on the word of a ypnnish cavalier tluK 1 never saw 
anything to justify such a charge. They are brave and warlike ; 
but they meet ilieir enemies ami friends with bold fronts, and do 
not rosoi'l to treachery to accomplish their designs. 0, no ; llio 
natives of the river arc the irne I'augwocs of Africa," 

The man spoke so sincerely I was almost inclined lo be- 
lieve him ; and I think that I should have done so if it had not 
been for his eyes, which were so restless and impalicnl, never for 
a moment meeting my glance whh one of confidence. X also 
iioliccd that Matihcwa hovered as near us as ho couhl without 
committing a breach of etiquette. He seemed desirous of sayiiig 
Bomothiiig lo me ; hut I supposed it related to ship's duty, and 
did not pay much attention to him. 

" I am glad I used my canoe this morning, since it has oH- 
nbled me to mnkc your neqiiaintance, and render yon some as- 
sislance," Don Christo Biiid, witli an effort lo appear frank. " I 
thought J would paddle down and seo if the ornng-onlaugs had 
taken their departure, so that the natives could romc back. I sup- 
pose that they would biive done so, had tbey not been altraclcd 
by the myslcrics of your sohoouor. It is not often that thny gel 
sight of a vessel, aad we cannot wonder at their astonishment," 
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" ^Yill yoH enter tlic eiiblii oiul tiikc a drink?" I asked. " Fer- 
hnps j'oH ai'c iliiraly afiur yoiii- long jiiuUllc." 

" Well, fo tell fhc Inilh, I am somewliat tlcy ; ami as for a 
glass of licjuor, t have not seen one for six iiionllis." 

Wo left Gratia on deck, wkI entei-oil the cabin. Just as wo 
■were doseoiiding llic conipaiiioii-way, Alattlicws made a sif;ii lliat 
he wimted to speak to me ; but I shook my head, and the male 
fell back. The stcn-anl placcO hotllo and glasses oil the lable, 
and llie stranger poured out a siil>' one, that would havo done no 
discredit to the male. 

" Your Iieallli and prosiierity," he said ; and in an instant Iho 
liquor had vanished i'roin sight. 

I pushed the bottle towards Iho man, and ho took another pull 
at it tliat would liavo lloatcd a jolly Ijuaf, 

"Have yon ever visited ihis phteo before?" Dun Clirislo 
asked. 

" Is'ever." 

" I sniiposo that some one of your crew lias? " he conliancd, 
carelessly. 

I was on (ho point of saying " yes," but (hought " no " would 
answer, and altered the monosyllable. 

lie looked a littlo aslonislicd, but was forced to bcliovo mo. I 
road in tho mnn's flashing black eyes that ho was pumping me, 
but for what object I could no! divine. I watched Ins motioiis 
narrowly, alihongh protended not to. I hoped I might discover 
why ho had visited us. 

" I'ray, seaor capitan," the visitor asked, " how did yon find 
your way hero? The harbor is not down on tho charts, and vea- 
jBols only visit us when haid pressed by a cruiser." 

" O, I was lold that there was such a place by a captain who 
has been here (wo or three times. At least he said ho. You 
know him, perhaps. Captain Switehell, of the brig Albion — 
man wllh a rod nose and gray hair. He has run (hroe cargoes 
lo Cuba within eighteen months. Fine man, and a good sailor; 
fights like the de\'i! when cornered." 

" I have heard of him," (he X'oriiiguesc replied, after a momeut'fl 
thonghl, 

I knew that he niia-t liiivo some knowledge of (he mail I de- 
scribed, as T had only heard of hiai us ii successful Bhivor, who 
had long been on the coast. 
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" iriic was ever here, it must Iiiive been wliite I was in llic in- 
terior of Ilic connlry," Don Olii'islo sniO, iiHor a while, during 
which ho remained in <tec|> thonglit. 

"Yon (ton't drink," I cried, motioning towards the boltlo. 

lie siarled, and llHciI his liinibler, 

"Did Caplain Switchcll allude io this pkeo in any partic- 
ular manner?" my visitor asked, wiih bis eyes fixed on bis 
tumbler. 

" flo merely said Ihat fresh iirovisions and good water were (o 
In: obtained hero," I replied. 

"That is true," ho answered, with a sigh of relief. " lUu I 
see that you biivo plenty of frosli grub." 

" ISul wc can lake oaro of « eanoe load in addition. JMy men 
are good caters." 
," And good (igblers, I suppose?" 

The I'oi'lugucae spoke quick, and lookcil me bard in the fiicc as 
ho put the question. 

" You can bet on that," I replied, proud of the bnlldog-liko 
qualifies of my uieu. 

" I thought they looked as th9ugh capable of giviug aud re- 
ceiving some heavy blows. Tliorc's twenty of ihcio, I Ihink." 

" Twonly-fivc, all told," I answered. 

" Ab." 

This was alt the visitor said, but to mc it fecmcd signilionnt. 

" Come, finish your grog, and then lot us go and have a craek 
at the oraiig-out lings. I have |>ro]ni3Cd my wife one." 

" Agreed ; and I will tako you in my eaiioe," J^on Cliristo 

"Why in your canoe?" 

" Ilecaiisc wo can approach the shore iiciiver wilhoul frighten- 
ing the animals," was tbc answer. 

For a moment I was inclined to go with him ; but I rccollecled 
that Graein luid said she wished mo to lake her in the bout when 
I went to shoot one, and on that account I declined the olfur. 
The Portuguese looked diaappoitited for ono moment, and then 
his face was as frank appearing as it was possible for a fuco like 
his to flssumo. 

Wc went on deck, whore wo found Gracia still watching the 
gambols of the nnimitls, and laughing most heartily, in hei' girl- 
ish iuDoecace, at some of their freaks. The eyes of the rurtii- 
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(pilose seemeil like coais of (iro na lie regarded tier vonflorrul 
liwmly. 

" O, ciiptniii," my viMitor saW, " your wife ia handsoiiio enough 
for a (jticuii." 

" Slio is Immlsomc enou^li for ine," I rcplieil, rnllicr Inrtlj-, 
fill' I did no vclisli Ills iid miration. 

1 ordered liie secoud qiiiirler boat to bo lowered, mid the awn- 
ing ]i1iiecd over Ihe sJcrn-sliects, for Ihe |iniposu of sliieldiug 
u.s I'rom (lie sun. By iticsc propa rat ions Gruuia knew that aha 
was to have a row, and clapped her liands at liio idea. 

" 'i'lio boat is roudy, sir," jMaltliews siiid ; and ihcu whispered, 
" I would like to sec yon for a moment before you leave the 
veKScl." 

" Auylhing of iinpovlanfc? " I as!;ed, carelessly. 

" No, sir i not thai I knows of," Matthews re[)licd, blundering 
in his sjieeeh in sneh it iiiauiier that I looked up from examining 
my rille in nsfoiiiiiliiiiout. 

1 saw lliat Don Olirtsto had nneeremonionsiy thrust his head 
in between us wliilo llio mate was speakin», and such ii coo! act 
of impudence had disconeoi'lcd tlio old salt most nialerialty, 
Christo seemed auxions that Malthetvs, and I should not cx- 
cliiinge ft word together while ho was on board. I considered 
it barely [lossible iliat the I'orlnf^iieso might remember Ihe faeo 
of niy male, »iid fear his giving some information. I thought 
that, williont dislrnsting human nature greatly, I miderslood tho 
chiiraclcr of my visitor, 

" Come, Graeia," I said, " the boat is wailing for ns." 

yiic skipped towards nie, and I passed her over Ibo side as 
carefully as though sIlc was a easkctof jeivels. 

"Come, Don Clirislo," I said, " we want yonr company also." 

" O, pardon me, scnov ; but I will remain on board, ibv in a 
minute 1 must start up (be river." 

This did not suit me. I did not care ibat ho should vagabou- 
dizo over Ibo vessel, and lalk wiiji the crow. 

"Your company is too pleasant to !oao. Come, ]>ou Cbrislo, 
yon will not slight the society of a lady." 

lie cduKl not refn^io any longer, lie passed over the rail, and 
took Ills pbice 111 llie boat, J was about to follow him, whou 
JIutthews placed hiit hand upon my shoulder, aud whispered,— 
15 



,1 Google 



226 A SI.AVKU'S AUVIiSTUKKS. 

" Cnp'n, he's a blnsicil rnseiil." 

"0,18 he?" I iiskeii, widi ft smile, mill wiilioiil iinotlier word 
took my scat in ttie bont by ihe side of Gi'neiu. 

Tlio Iioat wit3 pushed off, mid we ro\ved sioivly towiiiils (lie 
nearest hind, whore Ihe oi-ang-oiilciiif,''* ^'"'■''^ colleeteil in hirge 
nuinbcra. The brutes appeitrod greatly ihlercsleil in our npjicar- 
«nco, and chattered and grinned most hideously. A do/eii 
of Iho eldest advaiiceil uppaicntly to meet ns ; and one old fel- 
low, whoso head was perfectly wliitc with age, even waded 
in the water for a few inches, as though to ho Iho lirst to 
offer iia a wcleonio. We attracted so iniich of his attention 
he did not sec a dark heiitl that suddenly made its appoar- 
auee nbovo the water, and, after a brief snrvey of things, disap- 

" Lay on your oars," I said io the njeii. " Wo shull soon wit- 
ness a littlo fnii." 

Tlic men did not unilorslaiid ivliat I meant. They looked as 
though they would like to see Bonic. 

The black Jicad, which had Oisappcaroil so quietly beneath tlio 
water, cliil not remain concealed long. Snddeiily, while the ani- 
mals were yelling )in<l daring us to hind, there was a slight ripple 
at the feet of the veteran orang-outang. Then there was a plunge, 
and the water was lashed into foam ; but amidst it I cinild see 
the ape, with his long sinewy arms, tearing at the scales and 
fms of an alligator, which was craunching oiio of his leet, and 
endeavoring to drag him to a deep place. 

Graeiu, with a secret thought that Iho whole thing was got up 
for hor especial hcnelit, chipped her hands with glcc, and did not 
miss a single struggle. She was a true Kpniiiard, and although 
hor heart was as gciitlo as a dove's, yet she was partial to biill- 
flghls ami kindred excitements. 

When the struggle between the alligator and the orang-outang 
commenced, Iho companions of the latter renniiiicd silent, for a 
moment, as though too astonished to utter a yell. But when thoy 
saw the fight, and heard the shrill screams of their eoinpanioii, 
fhey uttered yell aflcr yell of savage hatred, and in their fnry tore 
off branehcs — largo branches, loo — of the trees, and hurled 
them towards the scene of the combat wiili a force that showed 
most conclusively their terrible streiigth and i>owor. 
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But the scaly monster did not quit liis torriijlc ginsp. Ho 
Birugglcil to guin deep waler wlieie lie could have liis lulvcrsniy 
inoi'o in hia power, and the n ran -j-oii lung labored as hard to drag 
the nllignlor to the kIiovc, mid in thi^ soma of his companions 
eoHglit to assist him; hut ihcir dread of water prevented (hem 
from taking an acHvc pari. Inch liy inch, ihc alligator pulled 
hia victim towards deep places, and at lunglh, with a suddca 
plunge, tlicy rolled from the shelving- bunk, and disappeared wlievo 
the water was two futhonis deep, and only a tow bubbles marked 
the spot where tlie enemies luid sunk. 

Kor ft few minules we sat iu the boat without exchanging a 
word, after witiicssiug the contest. Kven Graeia acen\ed slightly 
ehocked at the end of the brute, and I feared every moment that 
she would issue aii oixler, comnsanding mc lo avenge its death by 
shooting the lirst alligator 1 sli'ould meet. But for a wonder she 
WHS silent and thoughtlnl. 

Suddenly there was a commotion on sliorc, and wo could sco 
yoimg orang-outangs hurry off in diilbrent diveelions, keeping 
close to the edge of llie water. 

" Now," said the Portuguese, " tlic apes are resolved to havo 
revenge, and you will uofiec how deliberate und determined they 
will ]>rocecd to execute their plans." 

" Hnt I observe Ihut many of them arc stripping branches from 
the trees, and making qnite convenient clubs," I remarked, 

" Yes, and they know how to use tliem, as you will find. A 
dozen ornng- on tangs, armed with clubs, can clear a village of its 
inhabitants. They possess the sli'cngth of two men, and fear 
nolhiug but fire-arms." 

" Hut what arc they in search of? " Graciu asked, pointing to 
the apes which were running along the shore, towards liie point 
which formed the entrnuce to the river. 

" In search of an alligator," replied the Portuguese. 

I conld not help smiling. 

" It is true, senor," Don Clirislo said, with some earnestness. 
"Tlicy will find an alligator basking in the snu, and they will 
kilt him." 

" O, I should so like to see ihat I " Grncia exclaimed. 

" Nolh'ng can be easier, scuurha. As soon as ihey find what 
they seek, iuformalion will bo sent lo Ihc older mcmbcis of the 
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ti'iliO, ftiid tlipy lake Pomiii;in<l nml move lowju'ils iho ciiciny Id lio 
allitnkc<1. We can row lownrds the point, ii ml ivitncss everyLliiiig 
from Itic bonl." 

I must confess flmt iny onriosify was cxciled, and I was anx- 
imts to witness the |>voeceiliiii;s of iho autninlH. IF ihey pcrfonned 
fonts:, aiteh as tlie Portnsjuese related, their insiiiiets wonhl look very 
riHich like liuinan rciisonhig, tnnch n» \vc iniglit deny it. Stid- 
diirily wo t-aw three or four yoiin^ oran;^-oiilaiifcs run with tc- 
nmrkablo swifinOHS from the iiioiiih of (he river, lowfirds (he niuin 
body of the nninials. The .s<-oiitH which carried the iitforinntion, 
thill they had discovered an alligator, were received with dignified 
silence by ft conneil. They imparted the news with violent 
gcRliircs, and such gnashing of Icclh, as cxeite<l men often resort 
to to express their rajre. They pointed in tlio direction of the 
river, and by signs whicli even wo conld iindorsiand, intintntcd 
that Iho alligator which they bad found was sleeping soundly, 
and eonld be attacked at a great flisadvanlago. 

We could see the gray bends delibcralc for a few ntinnlcs, 
after this inlbrinatinn, and set ont upon Iho expedition which was 
to avenge iheir honor. The iiieiiibers of the coinicil were pre- 
ceded by the sconls, which led iho way, and after ihe conncil fol- 
lowed the whole colony, each one of the male portion heing armed 
with a huge eluh, which looked as though it would trouble even 
a strong num to swing with eflect. 

. " Now, if it please yon to follow along the shorn in the boat, 
wc shall witness the fun," said Don Clirisfo. 

The aainials presenled a most formidable nji|)earanco as they 
mnrebcd along in silence, armed with their huge clubs, which ihey 
carried on their shoulders, nearly as a soldier would carry a mus- 
ket. Thcro seemed to bo something of a military character in 
thoir march, also j for I noticed that the fninaios and young dues 
bronghl up Iho roar, and to keep the tongues of tlic gentle sex in 
order, a doKcn or twonly of tho warriors of the troop marched close 
at hand, and exhibited spile when a youag one squeaked, or a fe- 
male chftllcred. In this respect tbey closely roscniblcd the peopio 
of civiliiicd conntries, who are unhappy when Ihey have no wife or 
child to pi-ovidc for. and are miserable when they do have, being 
dflci-uiined not to be suited al any rate. 

"Ah," murniui-cd Graciii, " if llipy would only fight amongst 
themselves, what happiness it wonld he to see them." 
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Lniiiog miisl rccollout tlinl slio wns bnni and cdticntcd In 
CliW, where cock-(ij;hls, Inilt-fi^l.ls, mid such aiiiusHi.i.iiitH, »ro 
lookvd Hpoii hy Ibc c/i'^e uf llic ishiiiil, ns siuirls snitnhle foi- (ho 
cciiliijiitioii of ihc most refined. Sim felt inferosleil in such itiugh 
ninascnmnl, am! did not think il was \s'i'on|;: lo coneen.1 il, 

Tlio ovmiK-oulatiKS refused lo qiiai-rel anwiig llicinsclves for hor 
ciliftration, and continued ihcir miirch, sibnl but formidnhle, for 
thr point ofUnd wlicvo (ho altigalor Whu hacking in tho sunshine, 
iitllc thinking of the rou^h hnndling whieh ho was to receive in 
return for the hearty hroiikfasC wliich one of his companions had 
made an hour ago. 

"I-ook!" cried Grncia, " tlic aninials hiivo slo[>[ied, and ap- 
pear to be consiitttitg lo;,'o(lier." 

Onr boat was exactly opposite the spot, and close in slioro. 
We conld almost see llie ocang-oulftnga wink, so near were wo, 
yet llicy paid ns not tho nligh(cst attention. Their whole thoughts 
were centred on the enemy of their triho Wo could hear tho 
old gray boards chatter, and see. (hem point in various directions ;> 
and as they indicated what to do, a doncn would obtiy llio orders 
without, so much as a murmur, which I thou;;ht a very good 
lesson for luinianily, and one descrvhig of remembrance. 

" Now," fiaid Don Chrislo, sofiling himself comfortably, and 
fanning his face with his Panama hat — for there was not a breath 
of air stirring, and the bent began to grow intense as tbo sun 
climbed the sky. ** Now," be repeated, " wo shall see some I'nn, 
for the urrangcinents are all made. The relrcaE of tho alligator 
, is cut oiF. IIo cannot escape to the woods and (ho marsh, for a 
Htrong guard watch liim in that dii'ecliou. IIo is hemmed in oq 
alt sides, and soon the Kignal for ttio fight will be given." 

" Tbo sooner the better," cried tlioughlluss Gracta, clapping 
her bauds; and as though (hat was (he signal agreed upon, a 
shrill yell, liku tbo cry of a woman in distress, was uttered by 
one old fellow, who was ugly onougli (o he tbo grandfallicr of his 
Satanic majesty. 

Tho yell was repealed lifty limes by the males, and then the 
fenuiles, as tliougb they waiUcd (o luive (heir full share of noise, 
confusion, and use of tongne, i-e-ecliood Ibc cries until the children 
look them up, when, like civili/cd somcty. (he females boxed tho 
young ones' cars, and bit (hose who prolesled against Bucb usage. 

All this delighted Griicia very much, and she laughed until the 
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fenrs rnu from licr dark cycw, ninl t;listcLicil on tier choeks liko 
pciiria csjio.spd lo Iho rays of tlic sun. I la«;;li(^il bucHiiso hIic 
iaui;ht!il, mill thoii;;Ut haw luippy I was in her li)vc, niirl cmcA 
nodiiiif; for the fi-iyuto Suorpion, or ut least foi-got her for the litno 
being. 

" Nww they nvc ot il." cijoil Don C!iri«lo. 

Wc looked lowiinis iIlc scene of action, initi snie oiion^h tliey 
were. Wo lioavd ii l>iow ivhii-h soniukil like (he flukes of a whalo 
Mjwn tlie wnter, mill by taking a few strokes witli the onr.», wore 
enabled lo sec ho«' orang-ontan^'s ti'Cfited nllif,'alors. 

The lii-st blow wlirch liiu! been adniinisleved by the apes, had 
awakened the (tlli^'aior from u deep sleep. Of coni-sc his first im- 
pressions wore rallior confni^od, and he inei'cly rolled over lo es- 
cape tlie inflicliou ; Iwt. as blow followed blow in rajiid snccession, 
(lie alligator began lo find his position riither uncomforlable, and 
liendcil towards the water. Knt for this the oraag-onlan;;s were 
prepared, and ihey showered lilowa upon his snout until I (hon;;liE 
they woidd beat it to a jelly, lint the rascal only groaned, and 
seemed determined lo clear his path. 

They struck at liini every way. Some nf the blows missed, and 
some hmded on iho heads of the orangs, and mighty yells were 
the restill. They got in eaeli other's way. They strnek over 
each other's shoulders, and the yonng ones, as cnthtisiiistic as 
(heir cklei's, plucked mfts of grass and (hi'ow at the object of 
attack, and yelled at tho same time with fcarfnl yells ; but oc- 
casinnally for their oiriciousncss, mi axioiis mother would scratch 
and bite tho youngsters, and send them howlin,^ to iho rear, whero 
they woidd I'cn! tlicii' fccltuga by making liices at. iheii- parciiis, 
and otherwise cxi)reHsing disgnst for those older than thonisohcs. 

liul during all this the (tlltgator was not idle. Finding that 
lus approach lo the water was cut off, he eonmieneed fighting on 
Ills own account, and in n manner peculiarly alligatorish. lUnid- 
in'g his body until it nearly formed a curve, the brnlo took sight 
»t his enemies, and let fly his tail with a report like the crack of 
a coach whip. In an insiatit some half u donen oraug-oulangs 
were lumbliiig heels over head, or flying fhvongh the air lis though 
diseliarged from a gun. Then the yells were redoubled, and 
(be blows felt faster than ever, u doxon of the apes Inking tho 
places of those piostralod. Sometimes we conid hai-dly see tha 
conibalanls for mini and dirt, which they threw into the «ir in 
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Hicir strunnlcs ; but if tlicy wcvc. Kcrcciieil fi'otn view, wc I'oiiid 
licni- Ihc blows wlui:li were ratucii down upon iho iiili^alor, and 
couia hear tim cnie!; of tlic tail ns it sent dozens howling to tlio 
roiir wilh broken Ijoiiea ami liriiiscd limbs. 

Suddenly llio blows censed, and a shout of Iritinijih was raised, 
tlie punling oraitg-outiings lefitied upon Ihcir chibs, niul looked 
with Riivnge conijiliiccnpy upon Iheiv work. Tliey had coiiqnorcd. 
The nlligalor !ny npoii ihe imid, a mass of bniiaes, and dead. Tbo 
orftii};- out lings were avenged. 

"Give way, men," I said ; " wo will go on board," 

" Shall you go up ihe river, sir? " asked Don Christo. 

" Not to-day," J replied. 

"To-morrow, then," ci'icd Grncia. 

" To-nsorrow 1 am in hopes to sail, and by Ibis time to be tnilos 
from here," I answered, coolly. 

Gracia looked disdainful, and was silent. I said nothing until 
wo arrived alongside, when I assisted the lady to the deck, and 
stio instaiilly retired below to find relief in woman's Iruo solace — ■ 
a flood of tears, and uflccliug sobs. 

" I'crluips I had heller lake my dcpariure, and hurry along the 
water," the Portuguese remarked, after hanging around a few 
iniuufos, and fmding thai Graeia did not appear upon deck. 

" I'erhaps you bad," I replied. " We sliait want it this .■ifler- 
noon, or not a( all," 

" I will have it alongside by sundown, if not earlier;" and 
over the side the fellow wont, and paddled asvay in his canoo. 

No soonei' had ho enlci'ed (he river, and was bidden from Iho 
deek of the schooner, than Matthews came aft wilh « long face. 

" J)o yon know that marine ? " he asked. 

" Ho says his name is Don Christo," I replied. 

"Don Thunderation 1 " cried the sailor, wilh a look of con- 
tempi, " Tiint is the cnssedesi scoundrel (hat passes for a 
white man on Ibis 'ere coast, and I wanted to leil ye so, but I 
couldn't run alongside, somehow, lo do it ; for ho kept sheering 
oft, as tliongli fearful I was about lo boai'd yei-. J know the cuss, 
right well, but he didn't know nic, cvou if he did look mighiy 
hard at me." 

" What do you know of him?" I asked, 

" I know Ihal, leu years ago, he was a slave dealer, and carried 
ou a swimming business ; but he cheated the linn he was work- 
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iug for, aii<l linil lo woifjli aiidior and be olT'. lie wniil tloivn 
the coast, Klolo two iHiiidrmt iiigijcrs, imtl sold 'oni ; and ilion 
made Jits pence by slealiiig a whito woman I e f of k 1 1 or 
of a brig. lie (tavc her lo the king, and kI c i i o I s 

The liiiiR was furious at losing ibc wonin a t s o e 1 1 o 
would hang (he rascal unless ho was siipplic 1 1 o I e \ t 
bliist mc, if the cnss didn't get hold of aiio I e a I I o too t I 
raving ora/.y, in less than a month. How el tl o j I g 

snffcrcd yoii may imagine. I heard Icll ll c 1 o c a 1 

ifieated woman, and Ibnt she look it hard 11 1 io n 

doi'cd, and then she uiJcd to laugh all day lo 

" The rascal must have had some idea of j 1 j g f Isc I on 
lie endeavored lo pcrsnadc inu lo go np ih r ju I o v I 

iho lady," I said. 

Jiist at this moment our boat was seen to leave flie mouth of 
the creek, and pnll loisnrcly towards us. 

" Tho frigate is onl of sighl," I said. " If she was not, Mar- 
tin wonld stick to his slation." 

" Then we can move wilh the bind brcc/e this evening?" aiaU 
tlicwa asked. 

" As soon as the waler is on board," I replied. 

" The sooner the better, for I'm tired of Ibis pkcc, and, to tell 
tho trnib, 'taint very healthy." 

The boat came alongside, and Jlariin jiiinpod on deck and re- 
ported. 

" She's out of sight, sir, ^ fairly drifted away, like a hig log 
upon tho waier. Wo watched her till not even her rivids was to 
be seen. She's gone, and may the devil go with ber." 

" Amon ! " mutlerod Malthows. 

" Is there any air stirring outside?" I asked. 

" Not enongb to fan the check of a lady, sir. The ocean looks 
like a huge mirror, and not even a Ilying-ll^h dares show its head 
for, fear of being roasted alive, for it's hot as — " 

" Get up ihc awnings," I said, " and let ihe men keep under 
them, and out of the eim dnring the day. To-night we will sail, 
and, if nothing happens, in two weeks we shall be spcudhig our 
money in Ilavatia." 

The men heiird the latter part of my words, and gave a feeblo 
cheer to show how mneh they relished (be idea; and after tho 
awnings were sprcitd lo shield tho deck from the liol aun, which 
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^^ns pmnini;; i'oi>n it', thmi,.!) iklciDiiiiLd lo melt llic jiilch in iho 

mis iikI 1)111 1)1 inii III lilt, btiiiu Hint., I lUiti,^ lo tlio cubiii to 
liixL ■» litt!(. lint \Mili Gi mil 

Ak i,\]ii,cle(l, 1 fotiiul h(,r inolmcd to bo sulky, liecnnsc I Imd 
not ^latifiul lici Misli to Msit the ii(7<;io Mllngc It ^sns tlio lirst 
(line 1 had \.\m icfiHcil lici icqiiesi, mill siio felt gnoveil in 
coiiseqnoucc A (klitfttc luce Imnilkudnef m«i lielil lo her eyes 
whin I enteicd tlio otbiii, ami it was only iciiioied long ciioti{;h 
!u si.(, who ititMukd, nnd then it wa^ icltuiiul, ami sjmptoins of 
lijsteiic- "I sobs wcio appniOTil J took my si-iit by hu lido iijiou 
(III toiinnc, and --pokt 

"ttriieiii," I said, altoni])titiK to lake one of her smail haiid.s. 

There was no rcHjjonso. Slio reaislod tlic iitleiniit to lake her 
liiiiid, Hiid tinned her baek iipoii inc. 

" Deiir (jrachi," I cvied, siipjiing an arm iivoiind licr waist, and 
drawinj; hei' towards me, " do yon fuel very inigry?" 

" Yes, J do," was tlic answer ; and slic niiide u slight altcinpt 
to leave me, but I held her fast, and fntsli'ntcd it. In fact I look 
ofi'nsion lo incrcn'tc the pressure ai'onud her waist, and loll very 
coiiilbrlablo in eonsc(]iieiicc. 

" Why should you fuel an.!;ry, Grneia? " I asked. 

" You know the reason," whs the answer. 

" And do you know iho reason why I refused your request, 
Grada?" 

" Yes, because yon no longer love me. lint 1 might have ex- 

Thovo was another violent sob, and (he handkerchief was used 
mosl cncrgctienlty. 

" No, darling'," I answered, calmly ; " il is because I lovo you 
dearly I refused to go up the river." 

The handkerchief was removed for the space of Icn sceonds, 
just limo enough lo enable me lo catch si-rht of Iwo black eyes 
which expressed a seornlid, inereduloiis look. Then iho eyes and 
the faec were again hid under ii cloud of lace, and a sob floated 
tliiDU;;!! the cabin. 

" I think, from yonv aciions, that you do not believe mc." 

There was no response, 1 increased the pressure around her 
waist,— and n more symmetrical one was never chispcd by man, — 
and managed to get possession of one of her haiids, which I kissed 
most devotedly, for the very pood reason fhiit liev face was con- 
cealed, and could not he approached. 
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" When I (til you. (iarliiiK, ihni tlic ToHii'iiicsc is a most nolod 
rnsciil — lliiit lie litis ali-omly sold several wlilic women to iiugro 
kinfjs, and waiiieiJ to culnip us in ii visit up llio nvcr, iov Ihc piil^ 
poso of ilisposiiig of you ami luiirdcriiig mo, you will readily be- 
lieve that I was right in refusing your request." 

The sobs ceased. She listened to my oxphioatioi\ in sileneo. 

" Tho galo is moderating," I thought. " I iliiuk that wo shall 
BOOT! have a smooth sen and a light breeze." 

" Is t!ii.s Irne?" she asked, after n moment's silence, hut with 
the lace still to her face. 

" Yon know that I am iiionpitblc of deceiving you — you whom 
I love so dearly." 

1 spoke in a tone so convineing, that she fonhl not resi.st full 
forgiveness. The lace was reinovcil, and down upon my shoulder 
Clime her lieiid with ils triumph of bliick hati', so profuse tliat it 
almost covered my breast, and two bliiek eyes, full of fun, looked 
in mine for pardon. 

" Did you think I was angry, you f,ca iHuusfer?" she asked. 

" I certainly did." 

" And now you forgive me?" and she put up her red lipei, and 
showed such white teeth, that with my forgiveness I tempered 
mercy, and did that which any sensible man \voiild do had ho 
been in my position. I kissed her most uiVecliouately, and she 
didn't make tho slightest objection. 

" I was littlu angry," Oriicia said, with a charming smile, " but 
not very, nnd I wanted lo make you think that I was quite en- 
raged, so that we eotdd enjoy all the pleasui'es of a rcooneiliatioii. 
Wasn't that (i good idea?" 

Of course 1 was obliged to confess that it ivas an oxcctlcnt de- 
vice ; and then ivo had a long and pleasant talk, and no one 
entered the cabin for soinc timfc to nnnoy us. 

" IJeg pardon, sir, for ilislurbtiig you," said nialthcws, putting 
his head inside the eabtn door, at^cr discreetly knocking, and al- 
lowing mo time lo change my position. " ISeg pardon, sir, but 
it is now (wo bells, and the water is jis( comia' round flio pint 
of land. That blasted rascal is with (he canoes, and, if 1 was 
you, I would watch *cni." 

The canoe.", which wei'c bringing on hoard tho water nnd fresh 
pi-ovisions, were close under our bow. The canoe couiaiiiing tho 
water, us I supposed, was what the natives called a double-bank 
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Cftiioc, nboHt tliirty feet long (inil five foot beam. It wns covered 
villi a mulling of leaves, so ihitk ilml it scorned rs llioiigli pap.i- 
b!e of sliodiling wuter. Only one unlive wiis lo be seen on boitrd 
of it, and ho was flourisliing n inulille at llie stciTi. Tlic oilier 
caiioo was iniieti Bniallcr, nnd conlHincd vogetablcs, piled up so 
bigii Uiat I llionglit Ibcro wns some danger of its cnpsiKiiig. In 
the bow of llic latlov stood Don Chrisfo, and at the stcni, steering 
willi a paddle, was a iiegi'o of gigniilic sikc and moat ferocious 
aiijieHvaiicc. 

" Cuss me, if I woiddn't like lo lake jist one sqniut midcr that 
canoe cover," Madlicivs gro\vIcd. 

"■\Vliat for?" I asked. 

" I don't know — - but I sliouii! ! " 

" Well, caplaiii," cried Don Cliristo, from bis canoe, " 1 liavo 
brought your supplies, and if you niil throw mo a rope I will limd 
alongside." 

" What did yoH cover the waler for? " I asked. 

" O, to keep it cool and wholesome. You will like the flavor 
belter. It is a praetice here " 

"The ciisscd riiscai," muttered Slatlheivs ; " liow I'd like lo 
throw one of Ibo cook's cop|)crs at him, lllled wilb hot water ! I'd 
sciild the villain, siimo as I'd scald n young pig." 

One of llic men threw a rope's end lo the I'orliigucse, and the 
canoes slowly veered round with the tide, and swung alongside. 
Still ])uu Chrislo did not seem in a huny to come on deck, and 
I uolcd that lie talked with liis nogro companions in a language 
I bad never heard before. 

" Are you coming on deck?" I asked, 

" In one moment, cnplain," was ibe answer. 

The giant negi-o, 1 have before alluded lo, arose from bis posi- 
tion in the Blern of Iho canoe, and mullercd ii few words to Don 
Clirislo iri an earnest lone. The Porlngucse answered, and inado 
an impatient geslnrc with bis foot. 

" That feller would sell well in Havana, sir," whispered IMat- 
iliews, who was standing by my side. 

I nodded in token of assent. 

" What's to prevent ns from keeping liim, now that we've got 
Itim?" coiiliniicd ilie male. "Say but Ihe word, and we can 
have him safe under Imlelies in no time." 

I shook my head. 1 did nut like siieh Ireachery, 
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" TI'h four liumlrcc! (Inltiirn, sir," lio wliispurcd ; " niul four ]iim- 
drcil (lollins ain't picked up on every sen." 

" It would lio ft moim and ircuclieroiis piceo of bitsiiioas. Tlio 
next vessel tlmt nnelioi'cd iu the hai'boi- woidd liavo to pity foi' 
Bueli an act with foivful loss of life." 

" ]ini it's for llic black devil's good," pcrsisied Miittlicwa, " If 
wo (nkc him from lioro wo make soiiicHiiiig of liim in (i few years, 
Jist as like m not he would be ii OlirtKlinn, mid pray like tlio 
devil. Ain't that Kouicthiitg?" 

" ll Khim't bo done," J siiid. " I despise oil kinds of Irortcliery, 
(litd you should also, or you are no sailor." 

" I know my duty, sir," replied Jladhcws, somewhat abashed ; 
" but what I proposed was for your henelit as well as mine. If 
yon don't like the job I've no more to say," 

Just at lliat ntoineiit I east my eyes over liio vail to see wliy 
3>on Cliristo did not eome on deek. To my intense astonisliment 
I Miw him and the giant negro removing llie maftin;;, wliieb I 
supposed covered the water in the lar^je eanoe ; but instead of 
water thoro wore about forty woolly heads eoneealed beneath the 
mat, and at a word the bodies eonueeicd wilh the beads sprang 
to their feel, and grasping huge clnb?, nitered a terrible badte-ery. 
At the same moment llie vegetables in the other canoe weio 
fbrouii overboard, and seven more negroes wore scon, armed as 
Ihc olhers. 



CHAlTiai XII, 



SE. — -AN ATTACK, ASI» WHAT CAMK Of 1 r. — A TKU- 
ItllSLK STIiU'OdLK. •— AN IJll-OKTANT CAlI'lliiK. — A rUOl'C^SI- 
TION, AKD now WE ItKCKlVKD IT. 

PuuiiAi'S it was lucky for us that the mate bad forgotten (o 
take down the boarding ne(, and willi the single exception of Ilie 
gangway it was (ri.'cd up fore and aft. This was a defence wliieh 
lliB negroes were entirely unaecpiainlcd wilh i and while (hey 
were staring a( it wilh stupid wonder, neglecting the hurried com- 
mands of the i'oriugucse rascal who led Ihem, my men had ao 
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oppoitimity to Bci/o upon handspikes \ai\ lexers, mul imko loino 
pri^piii Uiom Toi dLiuice Oiii mtisKola wlic nil liclow, ami iho 
guns on iluk, ftltliotiji loadul, wcio mtiiely Ui-Ui.'-s aAoi boats 
wucB once alon^Milo, as w(, could not tkpH''S tliciii hufU»-ii.iitly to 
aciiomplisli an) r,i<nl «mk 

My n-voUcn and cuilnss, I lecollected willi <li'>niay, «eic on 
tliP cabm laljlc, HliLic Iliad hid ihcni dnnn^ my tomci-Hlion 
with Giatia I i i^t ono ^laate (ouTid-i ni) iikh, and sun tint 
llicy itood liini, and Mcii. Uil idj poiiiidiii^ it llii, wooll> lieiids 
wliicli pccicd OM,i the lail, oi sliu^gkd to noss it I spiiiig to 
wards the comp'inion-way to scciiii: my weapon:!, but to my atu"- 
piisc 1 met Giaiia nt the head of tho»lcps holding the pistols and 
cnlkss HI hot hands 

" I knew jou wonlil want llicm," Ibo nolilo girl said, as alio 
handed thorn to nie, "so 1 thou<;lit I wonld l)riiig tlicni." 

» Giam," 1 -aid, " if I live h.iig cnonirb to ij.arry yoit, onr 
coit of ainiH "hall hi, a heart ns lar^o as a mess kill, wiili two rc- 
^<>l\ela i jnipant " 

" I'lrst belt oil the negroes," she said, "and tlieu wc will talk 
oi m tillage " Sill looked a little frijihtencd, but otherwise was 
Lool, iMveij lu^'h horn lady slionld he, in an hoar of peril, 

" linn do\\n into the cabin willi your prceioiis self, and slay 
lliue until ilii,iylit IS over," I said, linrricdiy. 

" Where is the cap'n ? " X hciird the men ask, as I loft Gracia. 

"Ho is here," I replied, with a blow of my cutlass upon & 
Bpcar, which Kovorcd it like a reed. 

As I spoke, half a dozen <if the negroes (brew lliomsolvcs from 
the rail upon the deck, and strnek right and left with ihoir heavy 
chibs, and I was forry to see, with some eiicot. 

" Down with the black rascals ! " I cried, avoiding n blow Ihiit 
was aimed at my bead with oxccllcut iiiionlions, " Clear the 
ieck of the black villnins." 

As I spoke I gave a quick stroke with my sword, and severed 
ilin right arm of one of our opponents close to bis shoulder. The 
red blood spii'ted out, and with siieli foree, thai il was thrown 
several feet across the deck. ICiglit or ten of the negroes, who 
were standing on the rail, were so nsionishcd nt tlio sight, that 
tliey forgot to jump tin deck and assist thoir companions, 

Wc held our own and more ; for somehow the giant negro and 
the I'orlugucHo were no longer to be seen, and 1 did not ov ell 
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hear tlioiv voices ciicoiinigiiii; IliO Datives fo figlil, wtiTi Iheii- 
vsunl fci'ocify. I also missed Mnlllicwa, who 1 tlioujjht Imil tie- 
sertcil us hi llic hmii' of ilniigci- on Recount of bis ago ; Ijiit in lliia 
respect I wi'ongett tlic old iiiaii, for suddenly I licanl his voice 

8llOH<il3g, 

" Hit 'cm on the sliins, messmiitcs ; hit 'em on fho sliins." 

The men gave a ycU of delight, and chaiijsing tho direction of 
their blows, let Ihoiii full wilh terrible force upon tho niggers' foot 
nud HhiiiH, sniil by thosu familiar with the anatomy of ihc colored 
mini to be the most tender part of his boily. 

The cft'cct was in.stanlaneoiis. Wilh cries of a<;ony the blacks 
dropped Iheir clubs, and eninmonced nihblng ihoir shins, and 
slioiitiiig in tlioir native Innsnage mnledicliona upon us. Tlie men 
struck wilh such force that many feet were crushed iuslanlly ; 
and llie inceil on deck was quickly com- 

nnuiieal , and I soon saw that no mora 

natives 

" No bri. Let us slave canoes along- 

side," I 

The 0-pound shot, which wore lying 

along ll i; upon the bulwark. 

" Thi sir," fhey cried. 

I lool e small cnnoc was not alongside. 

I fearec the giant negro had nnide (heir 

escape; imph would bo bu! n l»an-cn one. 

The na J bottom of ihc krgc canoe, and 

made signs (Mat tliey were tired of fighting, nnd wanicd to sur- 
render. 

" Sink 'cm," shouted Matthews, levelling a gun, half a dozen 
of which he had brought fi'oni the slorc-room while I was won- 
dering at bis absence. 

The men lifted Ihc heavy masses of iron, and were about (o 
let (hem fall and crush through the canoe, when at a word from 
me they stopped. 

" Secure them," I said. " No more killing," 

" But they tried to lake the schooner, cap'n," murmured tho 
men. 

" Aud blowcd if they don't deserve death," said Malihcwa. 

"I know that," I replied. 

" Then lot's send 'cm (o Davy Jones's locker," some of !ho moa 
exclaimed. 
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"I know A (i-iuk worlh two of Uiut," I auswcicd. "A livo 
sliivc is hotter tiiaii (i ileiiil one." 

" Iliiriiih 1 'I'lie fiiptnin foi'ever ! " shouted lUo men, who saw 
t!iroii"5li my motive nl oneo. *' Tlicrc'a twonly-fivc of 'em not in- 
jured, iiml tiicy uro gooil for three Inindreil dollHrM each in Cnbn. 
Tliiit's tlie wny to iiioke money." 

" Jitnip ilowii iiilo the canoo ftnd liandcnft' tlioiii," 1 atiiil, " and 
shoot the ones who oiler rcHisfnncc." 

Half a dozen innskots \vei-e |)oinlcil at the quailing negroes, nud 
hitif a dozen of Ihe men jumped into the eiuioe with handeuils. 

Just at lliiil moment I heard a suppressed screan\ from tho 
caljin, and I knew it to he GradaV voice, I didn't sto)> lo iu- 
qiiiie if she had hocn friglileiicd by a spider or a coekroaeh, 
hut sprang from iho rail on whicli I was staiidinj;, and van to- 
wards the cahin, folhjwed by ilalthcws, I entered, ami siiw 
the giant negro and Don Christo Htniggliiif; with ihe lady. Tho 
Portuguese liad one himd upon tSraciii's mouth to prevent her 
Berenming, and ihe nogi-o had the lady in his nrins, and was 
cadcavoring to foi'ce her towards tho cahin windows, under which 
ft I'onoc WHS Iickl by a negro, ready to veeeive the girl if the ras- 
mils succeeded in securing her. 

TIjo instant the two villiiins saw mo they rotoased Gracia, and 
slie fell to tlio deck, fainlhtg, overpowered hyllic unequal eoutcsl. 
Tho negro wns the th'sl lo attack luc, urged on by tho rascally 
I'ortiiguesc. lie uprnng towards me, his face horribly distorted 
by passion; and I have no doubt eould he have oiiec chisped 
me in his aims my iifo wouhl soon have (orminatctl, for hia 
strength was immense, lint as ho mado a plunge for me, I 
stepped nimbly aside, and llie negro dashed head first (igainst the 
stomach of AlatJbews, who entered tho cabin at that moment. 
Both went down, struggling. 

Itut I had no lime to attend to their battle, for even during the 
brief period in which my atlenlioii was attracted, tho I'ortugucso 
ha(i sought to take advantage of it. As I turned to pay my vc- 
spceis to him I saw he held a pistol in his hand, and that ho 
was aiming at my heart. I had no time to remark more. Thoro 
was a discharge, and i felt something cold pass along my skill, 
near the ribs; but I did not feci faint as though I wn^ badly 
wounded. The touch of the lead acted on me like a spur, and 
scorned to inspire mo with (he sticngili of a (Iokco nicn, I sprang 
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for (he sctimp ; Ijut ho di'opjicd his pislol and iimdo n ilivc for 
the c-alnti windows, iiUcnding to regain IlIm canoe and attempt 
an ORCiipc, for lie surmised tii.it liis game was up. As lio 
readied the f rftnsoni I auifjlit him willi a blow of my ciitliiss upon 
his head that cut ilirouith liair and scalp, ami inllielcd a j;Hsh 
nearly six inches long. Down he fell, and made no further at- 
tempts to move, I preferred to save him for fiiiiire veiigeaiice, 
therefore did not rci>cut my blow. 

In [he incittitiinc Matlhetv.saiid the negro were having a ro<igh 
and fumble fight; hnl I imagined the hilter was gestiiig the best 
of it, for 1 heard the male shottl, — 

"No gouging, yon hlack devil. A fair figlit and no favor. 
Don't attempt to bite mo, yoti ciims." 

I Boon (erininatcd Ihc comliat ; for I brought (he back of my 
ciillasH down upon (he giant's head wiiti such force that (he blood 
Bpirtedontiu streams, and the strong grasp upon the male's neck 
was instantly relinqui^ihcit. Still (he negro was not subdued, ami 
was lis fall of fighl as over. He was cndeuvoring to gain his 
fcct, and 1 was about lo finish him, but Mattbews slionleil, — 

" No, no, cap'ii i don't kill (he black liiscal, 'cos he's as good 
as twelve hundred dollars in Cuba." 

The words were hardly ndei'cd before the crew poured iiilo the 
cabin, and in spile of the giant's resistnneo secured liink. 

" I coidd have finished him widi a fair fight," Malllicws said, 
in csplanation to the wondering crew, " but he's n lectio (oo 
tough lor mc in the rongh and (umblo." 

"On deck with him," I said, "and dike that blaek-hcarfeil 
rascal also," pointing to iho insensible Portuguese. 

"We can't soil him, cap'n," said Matthews. 

" I know it ; but wo can hang him." 

" Well, that's some satisfacfion, anyhow. I'll go on deck and 
ICO that tJie men seen re (he prisoners ; " and Hatlhcws left ihe cabin. 

I raised the form of Gracia from the deck, and laid her in 
my state-room bclbre (ho men entered the c.ibin (o remove the 
I'ortngneso; but as soon as I was alone, returned lo her I loved 
so well, and ballicd her head with water, and nnder my Ircatntont 
she soon revived and was able to speak. Then she acted like a 
girl of sense, and enlirely different from (ho general run of hero- 
ines. First of ail slie put her nrms aronnd niy neck and kissed 
ateiy, and then begun to show nio how chiifed 
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tmncd lo the deck to sec wliul I »liout<t do \ul1t my {Uisoiicis. 

I found tlifil ilio i'lU'digiiGso and iicgi-o had ruvivcii, by tho fttd 
of Kcvcnil buckets of walorwliidi the men had thrown over thorn ; 
btit tlicir oseiiiio was impossible, as llicy were secured to ring- 
bolts, with patent spring luiudcufts of (tic heat steel. Tlic men 
wei'C collecled around tboin, mid pouring the most i>itlcr curses 
upon their licad^ ; but as the parlies interested did noliindersland 
Kngliali,' porlmpa it did not matter so mucli what tlio sailors saiil. 

"What have you douo with tho rest of the prisoners?".! 
nskod of Sfatthews. 

" I'ut 'em under halchcs with the slaves," was the reply. 

" And the wounded ones?" 

" Them *ere fellers what hadn't got hi-okcn bones went to, but 
the others I've slowed in the canoe, nnd they is alongside," 

1 hardly knew what lo do with them, for I did not liko Iho idea 
of himgiug the rasciila, as Ihoy wore not so much to blame as iho 
leaders. I looked over tlio rail, and saw (hat Ihoy lay in fho iiot- 
tom of the largo canoe, groaning most pilcoiisly, so folt some 
litllo sympathy for ihcir misfovluucs. I determined to set lliem 
on shore, and lot them do the best Ihoy could towards making 
thoir way to the village, or else let those who could paddle lake 
tho eanoo for (hat purpose. While I was thus ii- a merciful mood, 
Matthcwa eamc af>. 

"That 'ere I'ortiiguosc rascal wants to have a li[flc (alk with 
you," he said. 

" What docs he desire ? " I asked. 

" Don't kTiow, sir. Says ihat he won't open his jaw lo any one 
but you, and that it is worth your while (o speak to him for a 
miuulo." 

10 
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"Tlic fuliow wants to beg for liis life," T sniil. 

" I s'|)oao so, SicU cowarils as Iio giiicvally does. They gota 
>iiie» in Rwkwai-<I boxes, and llicii \s-aiils lo crawl out tiicinaelvos, 
Thnt's (be way wid 'cm siti-e." 

I dctci'intncd (o speak widi Ibe man, and hear what he liad 
to flay in extenuation of Ills crime. For lliis pHrposo I wstkcd 
to the spot where the wrcldi was ironed lo llto decl<, and ns I up- 
protic)icd, the suitors rdl back. 

" Go get yoiiv snppers, men," I said, "wiil leave mo lo talk 
with (lie priaoiicr," 

" It's precious little talk he'd get ont of nic," siiid one of tbo 
men. " I'd bang him at the yavd-arm as a swn'ccrow, afore tsvo 
bells was passed." 

" Ah, the blasted dog — he wanted to betray belter men thnn 
himself," siiitl ii second sailor ; ft niiin ^^'boac face bore sncb a re- 
semblance lo a monkey, that bo was called " Monkey Jack " on 
board. 

With this pavling snlnte the crew moved forward, and left mo 
a'oiio with Don Christo ; and a hard-looking Don be was, witli 
his face and body covered witti blood, imd his clollics lorii by tlio 
rough handling of the men. His eyes bad lost much of Ibcir 
brightness, but they looked as ti-oiicbcrous niid snaky as ever, 

"You wanted lo speak with me," I said, silling down on a 
spar, and ndihcssiiig the ivounded villain in Spanish. 

"Yc3, scnor; I have soioclhiug of imporliuico lo eonmiiini- 
catc," wan the answer, 

" With the expectation of pnrchaslng your life, I suppose," I 

" Perhaps, .scnor, yon ivill tliink tljat wliat I relate is of moro 
importance (han my poor life." 

" I'erbaps," I answered, dryly. 

" J shoidd never have made the attempt ( did, had I not been 
persuaded by tbo king," Don Chrislo oxelaimed. 

"Why by the king?" 

" Wlien I told him of tlic wonderful loveliness of yonr wife, 
be swore that ho mnst possess ber, and insisted that I should ac- 
company bim," the lying hypocrite cried. 

" And why did you take the tronhle lo speak of my wife," I 
asked. 

" Ilpcaiiso tbe king was particular to know who was on board. 
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lie is fond of wliilo women, ami al^'ays rendy to Irailc for one. 
ilu iiskcd iiie if lliei'o wn3 one on ijoavd, and when I told him 
tliurc wiis, but could niH ho bougiil, lie mthl flutt ha wonld huvo 
her, even if lie hitd (o (aku the vessel." 

" GraHfed ihiit whuE you siiy m Ivuc, how is it to affect your 
life?" I jiskcd. 

" TIml you will soon sec. The king is your pn«ouer, ami you 
I'jiK Inkc his life or snve it," tho I'oi'tiigiicac said. 

I reiuiiiucd silcni. 

" Now don't you think that it would ho bettor lo save my life, 
if I can get tho uatives to pay ii largo sum for their king?" Iho 
Portuguese continued. 

" Wliero can ihcy get the money?" I asked, with more inlcrest 
than I had shown. 

" They have golil dust ; every native has some. Tho king lias 
two or three hundred [loiiiids which hia wives have collcolcd. 
Save my life aud I'll help you get possession of it." 

" It seems that you are willing to arrange matters ciuiio readi- 
ly," I said. 

" A man wilt do much for liia life, senor," said (Im Porluguosc, 
ill an fibject lone. 

"I will not promise that your life shall bo spared, but I am 
M'illing to return the ^ing to liis people for two hundred pounds 
weight of gold dust, and I want it on board by noon to-tnovrow.'' 

"You shall have it, scuor; and now let me send o«o of thd 
i/oundcd negroes on shore as a messenger." 

" If you play us false," I said, " you slinll not live one minufw 
after it is discovered," 

" I will bo Irue, scuor, for my life is iu your hands," was tho 

" At any rate you cannot barm us," I thought ; au<l I judged 
that it was best to I rust him, so a negro was ilcspniehed with & 
iiicssftgcto tho village. 

As soon as it was dark, I told Mallhewa to lake a boat and 
go up tho river as (juietly as he could, and fill four or five small 
casks Willi water, and to hasten back as soon as possible. I also 
directed him to (ako six of the best men, witli muskol.i, pistols, 
aud eullasses ; biit on no account to encounter the nultvcs, if it 
was possible to avoid them. lie, was also ordered (e notice f!(0 
village, and note if he saw iuiythiiig unusual going on there. 
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The mnlo Hiiilcrslooil (lie job willi great rcatliness, niiil in a foW 
minutes liiiil the gang-ensks in the hojU, and his men sclecled. In- 
Bfcftd of Hsnig onrs ihcy look (lie paddles which were in (he cnrioo 
aloLii;si(]o, and woiiht make less noise Ihnn Ilie onrs ; and itmn 
the bont pnslicd olF, mid was soon lost lo view in tlic darkiiosa that 
had sotllcd niion tlie harbor of Sliitl Creek. I walked the deck, 
and awaited the relnrn of ihe bout with much aiixioly. Not that 
1 believed that llierc was any daager iii tlio expedition, but feared 
(hilt the men might be impi'udcnl and run into dilllculties, with 
tlic chariictcrislic iniprndcnco of sailors. 

I lienrd tlio paddles of the boat as it swept around the river's 
point, and headed for the seiiooner nn hour allerwards. 

"Have yon got tho water?" I asked, wlien tlio bout was twenty 
or thirty fnlhoins oft'. 

" All right, sir," answered Matthews, from (lie stcrn-shcets. 

The boat came alongside, and the male joined me on deck. 

" Did you Iiave any trouble?*' I asked. 

"Not ft bit, sir. The uiggeis are too much occupied with 
sonielliin* on shore lo attend to the river. The village is all 
alive willi niggers, and lighted up as tboiigli they woro having n 

I lliou;;lil it would acfioniit for llie capfuro of Ihe king, and 
that his subjects bad formed fheuisolves into a commillcG of the 
whole, for llio purpose of raising Ihe dust to secure his release. 

"How is (he walcr you have brought on board? Good and 
clear ? " 

" It is much belter Ihan 1 expeclcd, and lastcs sweet, ahhongh 
I tlihik that a dash of rnni would improve il. I itin't much of a 
water drinker, 'cos I think it was made for wiiumen and childicn. 
If it bad been intended Ibr sailors to drink, I think that the ocean 
would have been fresh instead of salt." 

I took (be strong hint, and Mattbcws and bis boat's crew 
received a stiff glass of grog, with many expressions of approval. 
\Vo then hoisted Ihe walcr on hoard, and I sent the boat bnek, 
with omply casks, for a further supply ; and while the jnatc was 
absent I set an anchor watch, and went below, with orders to call 
mo if anything turned up. 

Gracia was sleeping sonndly, and probably dreaming of homa 
and its attractions. I did not disturb her, but threw myself upon 
the hungc, and slept without being awakened until daylight. 
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Just ns I rcnclicil iho deck, I saw a canoe conlaining two ne- 
groes vodiid tlio |!oiiit, ami pmklic towards the vessel. W'licn 
vitliiii half a cable's Icnglli tliey ceased inuldlin;^, niid one of idem 
milled ti slrij) of wliiic cloth, .and wnvctt it in tlio nil', an & lokeit 
of [(CRce. I made motions for them lo conic alongside, and tliey 
tintidly obeyed. One came on deck, ami muttered some words in 
)>is native tongue ; and to lind out his meaning, T took him to the 
Porliigncsc, whoso condition liid not npircnr to excite much sym- 
]iathy ill the I a of I o a I I sti-ongly suspeclcd iJiat iho 

lultoi- was la 1 ^1 1 1 a o!o o at the hnniiHiition of the 
parasilo. Fo a fo o sly talked together with nuich 
earnesrncas, I a lo ^ I le lo gncse interpreted what the 
vifiitor sftid. 

" The iic^ioes w ill make up the ( vo Imndred pounds of gold 
dust, capltiin ; hut Ihcy aro fearful that you won't keep your word, 
and release llie king after you recoioo tlic dust." 

" Uow shall I convince them?" I asked. 

" I know of but one way," said the I'orlugiicsc, nftor a mo- 
ment's thought. 

" Name il," 

" iiy letting mo go on shore with them. That will show you 
are m earnest." 

I fiaw the trick ; the rascal wanted lo get hia' neck out of ft 
noose if possible, and imagined that the dust would blind me anf- 
ficiciilly to let him escape, lint I had no ideit of any such thing. 
llo must liavo read my determination in my face, for he ugaiu 

" Of course, if I went on shoi-e I should do all in my po\ver to 
hurry the dnst along, so that you can sail lo-night." 

" I shall sail to-nighl," I said, " whether the dust comes, or 



" liut you will not lake me with you ? " he asked. 
" I shall not," I replied. 

" Then I can go on shore ivith the naf ivcs uow ? " the Porlu- 
guesc said, with renewed hope. 

" Why not?" 

" Because I iulend to hold you until the money is paid ; and if 
it is not paid, the king goes to Cuba, and you to -— " 
" Where ? " he asked, with anxiety. 
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" To tlio yavd-avni." 

IIu Slink back witlioiil Himllier woril, but his dark faee pii!eil nt 
Ibc tliought of (ientli. Anytliin*; but t)mi. Ilu would tiiivo sub- 
miilcd lo tlic most dcyiwling tasks ratlier tliiiii tlie. TJiiiikiiig lli.tt 
I litui iimilo ft suitabto impression, I left him and the iiojjio con- 
versing togellicr ; and presently Ihu latter went over the side, mid 
paddled for the shore as though in a liiury. 

We gave the fallen king « good bronkrast, nnd bis mnjesfy wat 
not so hnniiliatcd but that lie could stow away two pounds of salt 
beef and a pounil of ship bread ivithout much trouble ; atui when 
the whole was washed down with a stiff glass of rum, the king 
was )>lL'ased to rob liis stoniacli, and inutlcr " barracker," which, 
I sii}i|)osc, was intended for good. 

"What's going to bo done with tlicm 'cro marines?" asked 
JInlthcws, after the decks were washed down and swabbed dry. 

" Make money out of one of Ibein," I answered. 

" I don't SCO how it can be done, uhIcbs we sell 'em," he an- 

" lint I do." 

'fho male scratclied his head, and said no more ; but I saw that 
bo could not help thinking. 

By the time ibo sun was three hours high, I began to think 
the darkies were unable to raise the gold dust, and that lliey 
would find it much more to Iheir advantage to elect another man 
to the position of king, instead of ransoming the one we held. 
But jiLSt as I had given up all hope, a large canoe containing two 
iiativos, appeared >n sight, and paddled direct for the schooner. 
As soon as the canoe was alongside, I saw that tho treasure had 
come ; for it wnn lying on (lie bottom of tho boat, secured in buck- 
akin pouches, and there were ton of thom. 

" Jump into the canoe, two of you, and pass those bags np," I 

Tho men stared, and manifoslcd Iheir astonislunciit. 

" ]tc careful of ihcm," I said, " for each one contains twenty 
pounds of gohl dust." 
. " What is it for, sir?" asked Matthews, 

" It is for all hands," I replied, " It is payment for tho rolcasa 
ofthe king of a[ud Creek." 

" And do yon mean to say, sir, that we is all to share Hint?" 
dcmatidcd Maffliows, with some cxcitoincut. 
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"Of corn-soldo," I icpiieil. 

" T! " ■ 1 M itl I -1 to tl e men " I calls ff r U.rco 

11 1 1)1)1 {,1 
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I y I i 1 ij f I G t fl 

II if ft 1 i tl ( f,l 1 { 1 1 f 1 1 

1 1 I Itl I ! (1 W 111 f, I tl t t 1 

1 1 tl \ I 1 1 t I Ik 

1 I fl r 1 It f by II III 

ca 1 t I I II 1 t lly t 1 

1 tl 1 1 I 1 f tl > t b 1 

tl b I I I I I tl I I 1 f 1 1 

, 11 I j,l i 1 II II lit 1 1 Ij 1 , 

out! iiolliiiif; was s'iiid about Troy ivciglil eillicr, I culled the inoii 
ftfl, mid said to llioin, — 

" AVc Iiavo got two liiiiidrcd pounds of gold diist for the iiegvo 
kill}!, *""' ^ "<"**' "°'- ''''I y" ""**■ '^ '^ worlli in Havana about 
forty thousaml doUai-s. Tlio qncstion is, do you feci like giving 
up the I'orlitgncKC as well as tlio king?" 

" I s'iioBO no one wonld liuvc any olnjeclioii, if lie como down 
putty Iiamlsomc," Matllicws said, willi a sly wink. 

IIo had got a tnsle for gold, and for a moment forgot tlio of- 
fences of (he white rascal. 

" Ah, that's the talk ; let him come down with as much as the 
nWucj and ho can go loo," said the men. 

"Hut sujiposc he eiinnot raise two hundred jiotiuds?" I asked. 

" Then, cusa Iiim, hang liim ! " was the cry, 

Tlie men were like hulldofjs, fierce for blood aftei' onee smell- 
ing it. I wonlil have suveil the I'ortngiicso, but saw lliitt such 
was the deadly hatred of the men it was imiiussibio, unless ho 
had wealth ennngh lo purchase his life. 

" Let ns hang him now ! " the men cried ; niul ihcy made a 
rush towards tlio place where Don Christo M'as lying. 

" Ah, up with him 1 liemember the wliiio women he betrayed." 

I do not bolieio but half of my men would have acted as hu 
had done, but just al that moment they full particularly virtuous, 
and desirous of showing how much they abhorred the I'ortunuese. 
Before they could lay violent hand upon tlieir intended victim I 
was by bis side. 
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" Back, niovi," 1 said. " AVoiild yon coinniit mimlcr? " 

" All, timl wc win, unless tlio blaaleO vhschI is given up lo ns," 
was llio answer of one of llio meo, a gient atoiit I'ellow wlioin i 
hftd noticed as not parliciilarly aelivo liuriiig llio fiylit wiOi iho 
iicgroea. 

He stooped as ho spoke, as llioiigli about to p'oeccil Ht all lia/,- 
ard against tho prisonoi-. I piislieii him lj!i<;k, but [lie fellow sfill 
pressed ou, muttering,- - 

'* Tho PoHiiguesc shall die in spite of you. We'll liuvo our 
say about it." 

" Will you?" I said ; and stviick llic ninn a blow between tlio 
eyes that feilcil him like nn ox. 

He staggeivd to his feet, nn<l onmc towards inc, his hands Hy- 
ing like jib-slicet blocks, when tncking ship during » strong brce/c. 
Tiic men stood one side for tho pni'iKise of showing fair ))lay, and 
I mw that I was in for it, and had got to vindicate my authority 
by a knock-down light. I was not so much adverse lo it juat 
at that time, as I olhei-wisc should have been, for I know ihtit I 
was right. I ihcroforc stood one side, when the nian rushed at 
1110 like ft bull ; but as ho was about passing me, I sfnieU him a 
blow under his car that sent him senseless to the deck, where he 
lay for a few miiintes svilhout any nssislaneo. 

" Is there any one else that would like to lay a hand upon this 
man?" I asked. 

Tlicro was no reply. The men looked iit eaob other in silence, 
as though somewhat astonished. 

" Now, go forward," J said, " When it is time to talk about 
this man's dying, I will let you know." 

The men obeyed, and wont without a nmi'mur. 

"That's well. done," said Matthews, rubbing his hands. "You 
astonished the men by your soieneo. Of all lliings I like lo sec a 
gallant mill, but this one was all one way, and no chance to mako 
up bets. Ah, when I was in Ilingland what fights I've seen, and 
all conducted on the ring principle." 

I was not parlicniat'ly pleased with such jtraiso, although T knew 
it was well enough intended. Tho cliaructev of ft bruiser was 
one that I did not aspire to, but sometimes a well planted blow is 
worth a cargo of sermons, especially at sea. 

Hut while wo had boon qnarrelling, the negroes who brought 
the ransom on board, were impatient for the liberation of llieii 



Itiiig, awl tliey looked as tliou^h feni-fiil I inlonded to break 
iiiTlli Willi tlicm lltH =utli \\iis not my ii>te»tion, I wont lo iho 
fnllcii moiiiiKli, iciiio\eil Ins iroiH, ami poiiilcd to tfio shore; 
aln^llc^\as glafl ciimi!,h to tlimk Uo wns ficc. As lie stcpppil 
over the gniigway, I spoke to tlic I'orlugiicsc. Tlie king looked 
for a moment at In'm, then put his IiamI ti|ion Inx ami head whcro 
his -vouikI was, atid with a savage grin, entered tlio ciiiioe and 
pushed off. 

" Seiior Cftplniii," cried iho I'ortngneao, " has the king gone?" 

" He lifls," I answered. 

" For the snko of the saints lot mc speak one word to him. I 
can make him pay a ransom for me. He mnst do it. i have 
helped him many times, and ho iias gold dust cnongh. Let ma 
speak with him only a word." 

" Oast him loose from iho ringbolt," I said ; *' I wiU jjivo him 
a last ehaiR-c." 

Malihcws obeyed, while the Porliigncso stnfigered to the bul- 
warks, and sliouied to the king in the langnago of the village. Ilia 
iiiiajesly*s atlondanls stopped rowing for a moment, while the siiblo 
king listened without manifesting the least feeling. Don Chrislo 
continned (o plead, bnt at length the king laid his hngo black 
liand npon Iho wound upon his head, as though to remind the 
I'ortngueso that it was Ibcro by his moans. Then ho spoko a 
word to his boatmen, and they recommenced paddling for iho 

" CnsH his black heart ! " muttered tho rortngncsc ; " if I had 
supposed lie was so uugralcfnl, I would have murdered him long 

Tho rascal glanced over the deck of the schooner, saw that no 
one was near him, and that no Ore-arms iverc at hand. 

" Scuor captain," ho asked, " if I remain on board shall I bo 
punished ? " 

" YoH will," I replied. 

" In what way?" lie demanded, 

" Hy iianging." 

'' No, by Ihc saints, T will not sfand that. I was horn a genlle- 
inoM, aiid I'll die like one. No cord shall choke the life ont of me." 

As he spoke he made a sudden spring, and reaehed the rail, 
where he stood for a second, and then with a bold plimge went 
overboard. He was so quick that there was no time to restrain 
bim bad I been so disposed. 
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The men spmng tQ tlie rail, nml Bomc of llieni came tumbling 
aft to (ho bouts, for the piirjioso of lowennj; Ihoni ami pickinj^ ibo 
jiiiin tip. But I aloppeil llicni, mid scut tbcm forwarit. 

" Give liim fair play," I said. " If be tini rencb llio slioro bo 
is etiiillcd to his liberty." 

The incn look tbeir positions on tho rail, niul wolcbcd for tlio 
Poriiigueso to niako bis Hjiponranco upon tbo surfnec of ihc water. 
Tbey knew Ibat iho barbor was fidl of iilligator.s, iind Ibat tbo 
Bwinimcr would fiiul it difficult lo iivoid llicm. Tbereforc, wlicu 
Hon Cliristo sbowed bis bead bo was greeted with b yoll whicb 
inado him 8f riko ont for the slioi-o with liisly strokes ; but upon 
looking over bis abonldcr aud finding Ito was not pursued, and 
tbat no mtiskcts were pointed nt hiui, he slackened his exertions, 
and alriick out tvilb more nioderalo strokes for tho point of land 
tbat concealed the inoiitb of Ihc river. For two minuter the man 
swam on wilhont interruption, and I began lo tbink be would 
escape punishment after all ; but suddenly tbrco or four black ■ 
beads appeared above the water, close to the awimuier, and then 
ns suddenly dinappcared, 

'• Steer to port ! ■" slioutcd one of tbo crow, ivho had bis sym- 
(lalhics aroused for tbe uidbrluiiate. " Sicer to port ! " he con- 
tinued, " or Ibe alligators will mako mince meat of you in no 

Don Christo beard tbo words, but he did not ituderslaud tbeir 
meaning, Thevcfoi'o be kept on straight for the point, totally nn- 
couscions that the alligators were clo.-'o ahoprd of him, aud that 
tbey scented him liko bloodbounds upon tbo land in pursuit of a 
negro. 

Otber beads now began to aj)penr in dillerent pnrls of Iho har- 
bor, and tben us suddenly disappear, but still the I'orluguese was 
tinmolcsted. If ho could but get near cnougb to tbe land to toiich 
bottom, I bad no doubt but that he could splash the water «nd 
frighten bis enemies away ; and I must say that much as I dis- 
liked the man and bis conduct, I boped tbat such would be tho 
case, lint fate bad no such good fortune in store for him, for 
tlicrc was it sudden rnsb of Ihc black heads, a little agitation of 
tbe water, and with a loud ycU tbe Portuguese disappeared from 
the surface and was seen no more. The nmny crimes ivbich ho 
had commiHeil were fearfully avenged. 

" Well," said Malthows, faking oiV his hat and looking in it as 
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ihoHgli aenrcliing foi' somefliitig that woiilil give cfl'eot fo liia words, 
" I nmst sny lliat flie scaiiii> is got rid of" artor awliilo, hut it wm 
only n tlog's (Icttlh nrtcr nH. lie was a ••rent rascal, hut I tlon't 
think that I bear liim any malice now that he's dead. Ah, it 
makes a iiian siek at his sloiiineli lo sec sieh things." 

The old fellow was liinling for a glass of grog, and I had no 
ohjcclions to (living him ono. The crew wci'o called aft, and tUo 
main hracc :^|)!iecd in a most satisfactory maiinor. 

That night, at snni!owi», I commenced preparations for our tle- 
parluve, for n gentle hrccnc was blowing off shore, anil wc bad 
nothing to detain ns longer in Mud Creek. Wo run a lino out 
to a tree near Ibo entrance of tho liarhor, and then warped Iho 
schooner out until tliecnrrcnt favored us, and by the aid of sweeps 
cleared llie narrow passage, and wore enabled to make sail and 
a)iapo our com'ae for Cuba, whore (ve arrived in due coui'suof time, 
without meeting willi any now adventure worth relating. 



CnAl'TICll XIII. 
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Jn looking over the late Captain Murphy's papers, I bad fonnd 
ono from the agents at Havana, directing him, on his rclnrn 
voyage, to make the port of Castro do Lego, instead of Uijeo, as 
Iho former was not so much frequented hy cruisers inifriendly to 
slavers. Tho letter slated that if we mado the port in the night 
time, n'c were to hoist a red latiterii and liie Ihrco rockets of dif- 
ferent colors, and then wait for a boat to hoard ns and receive 
instructions what (o do. If ve appeared off tho port in tho day- 
time, and there was no maii-of-war in pursuit, wc were lo hoist 
the lioino flag at tho fore with a pennant underneath, and wait 
until boarded. 

We made the land before sundovvti, and just as a fisherman 
%vns setting sail for home. As I was entirely unacquainted with 
the harbor, I concluded lo tiiko ono of tho, flshennou as » pilot, 
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nnd for this pmposR c<lpe(l nway to Rpciik Iiiiii, but Iho follow 
was eviilciitly a little sits|(ici«ii^ of our Unck siilcs unit imuicuso 
8|)i'eiiil of ciiiu'iis, null h» wc kupt away lie diti the sm»o, imiil wo 
wore ill full pui'suit of llic ainall craft. Our sailing (jualilios soou 
told oil liiiii, aiul ivo rangoil alongside just as he «'hh about to put 
Ilia licliu liavd up, aud jilic ovui- to llio opposils course from ihat 
which he was sicoriug. liclbrc lie bail limo lo do so, however, I 
hailetl, anil tbe sourul of Spanish language reassured tho tbrco 
men who were on board. 

" KiMi alongside," I said ; " you have nofhiag to fear. Wc aro 
honest slavers, and desire a pilot, and will pay liberally for ivliat 

Tlic skipper of the boat waved bis hftuil, suddenly luil'ed up iu 
time to ciitfib a ropo ibrowu from the schooner, aad then shot 

C kipper 

get a 
d k hank 



g h d only 

y ft fend- 

ers, crawled over Ilie rail ui (he most dignified inauuBr, aud landed 
Mpoii our deck. 

" Come, walk below," i said, " and you sball drink with me." 

The old man's face brightened, and be followed me to the cabin, 
where Gracia was sealed reading a book. 

" The saints forgive mc, capttiin," cried tbe old man, starling 
back and removing bis sombrero from his gri^ii^ly head, '' but 1 
bad no idea Ibal you had au angel on hoard," 

A woman likes to be called au angel, whether she has claims to 
the title or not. Therefore Gracia smiled and inid aside her book, 
aud looked upon the old man with more interest (tian she other- 
wise would have dono, had not a little ibittcry been acceptable, 

" AU, CMptaiu, you should he u happy mnu," said tho pilot, na 
he poured out a glass of brandy; aud, bowing to the lady, swal- 
lowed ii. 
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"Why so?" 

" liueaiise j'oii hnve ft liantlaome liuly for your wife. I never 
^^il^v but oiio who would cqmil her in ultrnction." 

" Aiwl who was that?" itskcd Grncia, with ft toss of Iicr pretty 

" Who but the (laughter of Don Ingraeift, of Sttu I'hilipiio. Ah, 
well do I vemeiiilicr licr fueo. It was like the Matlonuft which I 
sf!o yudilay iiioniings iu the villajje clitirch, when I confess my 
sins and Hstcti to mnsH." 

Gracia's face suddenly paled when she heard her father's uamo 
iiicnlioncd, aud I must confess that I felt somowlmt surprised. 

"Do you know Don Ingracia?" 1 asked, after a momcnt'a 
pause, 

" i visit liis plaiilatiou ohco a year, and I am always welcome," 
was iho answer. 

" When were you there last?" I asked. 

" Let mo SCO. It was one week siace, ivlien I carried to Jiiin 
ft cargo of wine which I took from a French vessel. The Don 
is choice in his li(|iiors, and likes not to have it passed through 
tho customs, for fear the law will spoil its flavor." 

" And the old gentleman was well?" I asked. 

" He was far from being well, for ho had heard bad news," 
Baid the pilot, emptying his glass aiid rcplonisliiiig it. 

I'oor Giacia was so agitated that slio could hardly i-calrain her 
tears. Khe motioned for mo to continue tho conversation, and I 
obeyed. 

" Did he tell you Ihe bad news he bad received?" I askod, 

" There was no need, for it was known all over the I'lantation 
San I'hilippc, and great was the sorrow, liy the mass, I could 
havo cried my eyes out'if I tliooght it would have done any good," 
was tho hearty answer. 

" lint what was tho occasion of the sorrow ? " I asked. 

" The loss of tho Don's beanlifHi daughter at sea, while on her 
passage (o Spain. Kho was the imago of your wife, eenor cap- 
tain ; so it's no wonder I was startled when I entered the eabin." 

" And Iho Don is certain thai liis daughter is lost?" I asked. 

" t should think so. When I was at the plantation, — - it is 
only ten miles from (ho Hltlc port of Castro do Lego, — (hero wore 
present two oflicers of tho ship Virgin, on board of which (ho lady 
was a passenger." 
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" And thoy brought (ho news?" I asUcd. 

" The sninis conroiiuil ihuni, they liiil. Tliey siiid (imt (ho fiisl 
week fi-oni lluviiiin they were drivoii Iroiii llicir eoiirso by ft hmri- 
ome, (nul nftei' thy got picnsuiit wcalhei' tlicy began to make the 
best of their wiiy for CaAW. ; bul ono afternoon the shij) was <lis- 
covci'ud to lie on fii-c, and so rapidly did she bnrii tliat tiie crew iiad 
httrdly time to tower ihe boats and sliove olT. At that time it was 
BUpposed Iho lady Gracin was in ono of (ho boats, bnt after 
thi) ship blow »\i, with » thundering report, she was missed, siid 
miiKt have went down with the wreck. The ofiiccrs siiid thai the 
passengers were all on deck at Iho titno the boats were lowered, 
and Ihoy can't acconnl for the htily's being loft behind." 

The olliccrs, I thoughl, nmst have told a pretty good story, 
for the Virgin was only on fire in her Ibrwavd part when I boarded 
licr and sccnrcd Gracin. I thonglit at the lime, and 1 have thonght 
since, (hat the vessel coiiUl have been saved, if the oilicers and crow 
had worked vigilantly and ivilh proper discipline. I saw at onco 
that the crew ^vcrc dcsivons of niaking out a good story (o the 
Don, for the pnrposc of shielding their own eowanlly actions. 

" And how wore the rest of the passengers saved"!"' T askcil, 

" 'I'hcy were picked up by a vessel bonnd lo llavanu, and ar- 
rived safe. For two days ilicy were in the boats, \viili oidy a 
drop of water and a biiscnit !o divide for each man. J)uible, bnt 
they must have suftcred sonic. But a Spanianl knows how to 
fiufler, and bear with forliuido hunger and thirst j" and the old 
man took another pull at tho hottlo bofoi'c him. 

" Arc the oll'icors still at Sau I'hilippc?" I asked. 

" Arc they not? IJoos not the patron send for them once a day, 
itnd hoar their slory ; and then shut himself np and cry until it is 
titno for him to listen to more yarns." 

Graciu covei'cd her face with her hands, and sobbed as she 
tlionght of hc)' father. 1 spoke a few words of eonsolal ion lo her 
in Kuglish, but her agitation attracted tho ailcu(ion of the pilot. 

" Captain, your wife is crying," ho said. 

"'Tis with sympathy for the iinfortiniafo lady, who was so 
beantifut, and who died so young," 1 remarked. 

"Ah, then the tears arc holy, and should Itow on, for tho 
eauso of them was the most beanlifnl virgin that the isle of Cuba 
cotdd boast of. ller eyes were like stars ; her hair was as 
wavy as the ocean ; her teeth ^\l!re like its pearls i her form was 
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like tliflt of Venus, titul hov bietifli was like (lie lirooKC fi-om an 
ornn^c grovo in blossom.". 

"Bravo, old imm ! " I ci'iod, "Use Ikiiior lias warniRcl yoiif 
blood. Olid you grow unttntsiastic ami poclicnl. lint take oave. 
You wilt spoil my wife by your remarks. " 

" Why, dill you iiol soy lliat fiho was like (lie lost Gracia?'* 

" So I did ; but tbis lady liaa eyes not quite as lavge, and is n 
few yenrs older ibau Ibc Oracia of San I'liilippc." 

" Do you hisar, darlin<;," I said. " IIo bas arrived at tlio con- 
clusion lliat yon arc not bo beautiful as Ibo lost lady." 

Gracia Kiuileil, but remained silent. 

" Yes, tbe lady is very beautiful, but it's no disparagement to 
Hay (bat sbc is not (jHi(e equal to tlio lady Graeia. Ah, she was 

" And her father is very vieii ? " I asked. 

" Ah, I abonid (hink he was," replied the pilot. " Ten tliou- 
snnd acres of land, and one thousand slaves (o hoe his sugar and 
clear his plan(a(ioiis, aic evidence of wealth few can boast of. 

The old man left Ihc cabin, for llio steward entered to lay the 
cloth for supper, and went on deck. 

1 wisbeil to pi event Don Iiigracia from bearing of his dangbtor 
until such time as t was disposed to inform him, for I knew that 
if be should learn that she was on board the Coquclto, that ho 
would instantly demand her, and back bis demand with all the 
force in the vicinity ; and I was not disposed (o ho taken unawares, 
and liavo to fight my iva/lo sea ivitb slaves on board. 

I made up my mind what to do instandy. I left (he pilot tak- 
ing the bearings of tbe bigblaud, broad off our starboard bow, 
which overlooked tbe harbor of Castro do I-cgo, and walked for- 
ward aniongst (bo men ivho were oating tbeir supper, 

" Ilnw docs tlio fish go, boys?" I asked. 

"Well, sir, it las(e.s a lilllo bolter than old boss," answered 
onoof (be men. 

" We'll soon have somethiu' bc(tcr (ban fish," said one of tho 
obi sails, who was fhiuking of his liquor. 

" 1 hope that you will," I replied ; " but of one (bing I wish fo 
give yon warning. Yon must not lisp a *voi-d fo any one (bat we 
fall in (vitb a burning vessel and look off a lady. If yon do wo 
shall lose tionie of the gold wo have stored on board, for Iho 
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ownei'a will come in for ii slinro. No matter how ilrniik yau got, 
keep I Ilia in ymir (Ii oughts." 

Tliis in for 111 ill ion Tnn<io them look scrioiia, and ovcry man j)rora- 
ised thnt not n word should be s|)okou regarding the burning ves- 
Bcl, excepting such ns I might direct. 

By ihc tiiiio wo hnd tliiishcd snpper it was nearly dni'k, and 
wo repaired to the deck to smoke our cigars. The ^villd sliH held 
good, and wo were i'a[)idly nearing the land, bcncalli the ehadow 
of which many eyes had been dii'ccled in the cxpcctnliun Ihnt a 
crnisei" might be lurking, ready to pounce upon its, and deprive us 
of our hiird ciirncd riches. But the const was clear as far as wo 
conld see, and Ihc men began lo bet regarding the lime wo should 
drop auclior, and ho safe from tho searching eyes of ICngtish- 

Tho night was delightfully clear overhead, with the heavens 
studded with stars, whose reficeiion in the water, as it rose and 
fell, seemed to make our course through fields of diamonds, all 
flashing n welcome at our approach. In company with CIracia, I 
leaned over the rait, and f^poke lo her in a low lone at the pios- 
j)ect of its being om- last night at sea. From this I was aronseil 
by Ihc pilot, who seemed to think wo were near enough lo the 
liarbor lo make tho signals, by which those on shore sliouid know 
lis, and eomo off with orders. 

" Soiior caplain," said the pilot, " yonder is the harbor of Castro 
dc I.cgo. nosllcd at the foot of the mountain which yon see on our 
larboard side, like a eliild at its mothei's feel. Wo arc not more 
than one league from the aiiehoragc, and if yon wish lo make sig- 
nals, now is Ihc lime, for, unless there is a fandango in town, 
the people retire early. We will haul upon tho wind and ivait, 
if you avo disposed to say the word, or I can ftick out a soft tpot 
for iho miid-book, ami in filtccii minutes it will be down." 

" And supposing that, when wo opened ovr eyes in tho morn- 
ing, wo shotdd find ourselves under tho guns of an English frig 
nte?" I asked, 

" Ah, but that would be awkward and embarrassing to be sure, 
and there would be no chance to run for it. We will shorten sail, 
then, and licavc to. k'or the Spaniards say that it is better to bo 
ccrlain than uncertain in love and in war." 

Sail was reduced in a moment, and the sehooiicr Inftcd up and 
the jib drawa to the windwai'd. 
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Up wont a rockol, sending sparks tliroiigli the air, wiiicJi glit- 
Icrcil lor H nioniiiiit, liko t\ sliower of sliootiiij; shirs, and llioii dis- 
ajtjieiircd from view. A second mid third followed, anil tlieii wo 
wjiited widi patience for a response front tlio shore ; but nil iioiu' 
paKsed, and no lioat appeared to dii'cct lis ivliai to do. 

" I'evliaps wo hm\ betlcr edge in towards (lie liarbor," said fho 
pilot, at lun^th. ■' liliick uluiids are rising' iti the Eouth'aril, and 
I slionid not bo surprised if wo caught a squall boforo the midnight 
watch. ]k')<idcs, ivho knows but soma I'asciilty Knglishmau ia 
poking his noso along tlie const, and loay hnvo scon our rockets i"' 

The wcalher did look Ihreatonin};. Tlic black clouds had arisen 
with a sutlOenness peculiar to (he tropics, iind already lo ^ 11 I es 
of lightning were to be seen darling through the heavens, as i o gl 
charged with messages for the wind to concentrate at o c o t 
and have a frolic at Iho expense of the shipping to be o 1 at 

Wa edged away towards the mouth of the harbor, runi j, loc 
cnny .sail — the jib and mninsail ; hut before wc had I I a 
cable's length a gust of wind overtook na, and a ci'ash rf 1 lo 
biir.st overhead, loud cuoiigli to have ausvverefl for the roi o t of a 
three decker's broadside. 

"With the ruin will come the wind," muttered the old pilot. 
" Wo had better make for the |»ort, or we shall find ourselves 
jammed on ii Ico shore, and no clianco to get off," 

The weather grew more throafeuing every moment. lingo 
masses of augry-looking black clouds were gathcriiig astern, and 
the wind began to sigh through (he rigging, and the rain fell in 
largo drops — an assurance of what was to come. 

" AVhat shall I do?" asked the pilot. " Wc arc going to havo 
a sijuall, and perhaps a hnrricano. In an hour's time tho shore 
will be lashed by a -surf that wood and iron cannot, withstand, 
even for a moment. We might work oil', but the chances aro 
against us. If wo incnn lo make for the harbor wo have none 
loo much time, for it is fast being shut in. I'm ready to obey 
oi'dci's, although I'm not ready to die." 

I did not hesitato a moment longer. The safety of Gracia was 
too great « consideration for mo to delay. 

" Take us in if you can," I said, " and remember thai not ouo 
ounce, but it do/cu, shall be your reward." 
17 
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" The siiints liavo mc in their Iteeping, soiior ; aixl if good St. 
Aiiiotiio will but bcfncnil me, iho money will bo iiiiim," 

As lio spolte tho sr|ntill struck tlic schooner, but we were well 
prcjmred for it under a biilniicc reefed niaiiii'ai! ami tlic bonnet 
off tlic jib. Slill tbe wind wns snillcieiit to nearly lift llic schooner 
out of Iho water, mid send licr bounding towards (ho Innd at iho 
rale of ten knots per liom-. 

" Get fho tncn miistctcd," I said to MattbewH, wlio stood near 
mc on tho quarter-deck, holding on by a back-stay, " and station 
tlicm so that wo can donso all sail imnicdiatoly. Sec the anchorfl 
and chains clear, and i'cady for a run, for wo shall bring up snd- 
denly." 

Tlio mate worked his \vay along the deck and niuslercd the 
crew, who \ycre clustering aronnd tho windhiss, nil their fond 
Iiopes and anticipations suddenly dashed by tho force and violence 
of the galo and tho unccrlainly of Ihcir faro. 

Tw'o of the beat scaiucit on board of ihc schooner were stationed 
nt the ivheel, with orders to keep the vessel cast by north, and 
Bicer small. Tho wind increased to such an extent that wc wore 
soon com]icllcd to ntn undoi' bare poles, and if wc had ehowii a 
Btitch of canvas it wonid have been blown from the holt ropes. 

The Coquette steered like a pilot boat, and as she rose on tho 
swells which' wei'c mailing towards the coast, she would bo^v her 
heiid, and seem to be phmghig to Ihc bottom with all possible de- 
Bpaleh ; hut the next moment she would shako the water from her 
decks and rise like a duck, ready for a fresh cnconnler. 

Suddenly Ihc waves, instead of rolling regularly towards tho 
shore, began to boil and bubble as though wc bad struck half a 
do/.on ci'oss curi'cnts, each one of which was striving for the su- 
premacy. The walcr was lashed to a foam, and surged high 
above our decks, at limes falling npoii ihoni with a crash that 
made the Coipictle tremble from Ij'uek to keelson, and caused iho 
wegi-ocs to howl w'ith renewed violence. 

The pilot put bis head close to mine, and shouted, — 

" A few seconds nioro and wc shall be safe, or food for fishes." 

I made no reply, but awaited tho shock that was to coptsign lis 
te etcrnily, with <:oiisiderablo com|>osurc.' 1 had nnide np my 
mind to seek Gracia the instant tbe vessel struck, and die with 
her in my arms ; but the saints bo praised, I was not called upon 
for such a display of lo^'c, for the ivavcs which but a nioraenl 
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before wore so troiihleil, suddotily became calm, and even flm wind 
abated some oC its violence. 

" I'ort yom- helm a little j " sliontcd the pilot, to the meu at the 

" I'ort it is, sir," atiswored flic wen. 

Tim schooner obeyed liio belm quickly, altIionj;h imder no sail. 
For a few moiiiciiis wo run along, the water growing smoother 
each second, and had it not, bccii for the tlarkiiess, vain, and 
thunder and lightning, I should hardly have believed (hat a few 
minutes before wo were in the midst of a hurricane. 

" Kb, captain," said the pilot, " yon and your vessel aro aafe, 
but it was a narrow chance." 

All anchor was di»]>ped, and forty-five fathoms of chain payed 
out, and soon the Coquette swung round stern on lo the town, which 
Bcenicd descried, for not a light was to be seen, 'i'ho men rolled 
up the siiils hi silence. They were so tlianlifut at their wonderful 
escape from death, that they could only express it in thai luan- 

licforo daylight the next morning I was on deck, and found 
the air soil and balmy, and a gentle brccxc blowing from tho 
ehoi'e. We were anchored about two cable lengths from tho land, 
atnl if wo had had daylight could not have chosen a more ad- 
vaiilageons spot, either for receiving or lauding a cargo. Mat- 
thews was on deck, and had been (here all night. 

" A narrow squeak of it last night, sir," said Malthcws. " I 
thought- lit one lime that we ivns goners, and I would havo sold 
out my sleek in the cargo and share of fun in this world at a low 
figure." 

\Vhilo Slattlieivs was speaking i obsei-vcd a boat, manned by 
two men, and a passenger in the stern-sheets, shove oIKfrom the 
pier, and ro^v towards us. The boat came alongside, and over 
tho vail jumped a young, and good-looking Spaniard, whom I did 
not rccogni/o at first, owing lo his straw hat being sloucUed over 

" Where's Captain ]\turphy?" the visitor asked of Matthews, 
who received him. 

" Well, I expect that he's dead and buried on the Gabun," was 
the reply, in an iiidifl'erent tone. 

" Where's Mr. Hobert?" Iho stranger asked, eagerly. 

Tlien I hiiw who onv visitor was. 
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" Francisco ! " I cxclaiincd, going ii]} to my old Ilavjina friend, 
flint sci/.iitg his liiinil ; and an 1 did so ciiuglit ttiglit of llie diii- 
niond ring wliicli I lind given him when wc piivtcd. IIo had 
promised mc always to wear it, nnd I wns graiified to think ho 
had kept his word. 

For a inomeiit ho was too mueh pleased to speak to me, and 
could only slmkc my hand, and look into my faf o with hnniid fyes. 

" And is it pOHBJblc that Murphy is dead, and you huvii com- 
mand of ihe schooner?" Fntncisco asked. 

" It is true," 1 replied. 

" My dear friend," lie said, " I congratulate yon. Yonr for- 
tune is now nnido snre, and a bright prospect is before you. I 
Irnly rejoice at your jjooil hick. But tell nio of another. Where 
is the sweet Isadora?" 

" She, loo, is dead," I replied, mournfully ; for I still felt some 
pangs of remorse at my tvcatmcnt of tlio poor girl. 

" The paints protect mo, hut death has been busy on board. 
Tell mc how itiiappencd?" 

I took my friend one side, nnd told him of llio violent death of 
Murphy nt (he hands of the men, ami of Isadora Ity fever. 

" Now tell mc how you came in this part of the island?" I 

"Nothing more simple. Our regular landing agent is sick, 
and tlio Havana house sent me here a week iigo (o look out for 
yoti." 

"And a bright look out you must have kept," I replied, laugh- 
ing. " I hove to, oil' the port, last evening, and 'Bcnt up (hrce as 
bright rockets as can bo found in Iluvaiia, but no agent made his 
appearance. .I'ossibly iic wan whispei'ing to some (lark-oycd sciior- 
ita a (ale of etcriiiil constancy." 

" ]Jy the saints, no," replied Friineiseo, laughing. " I saw 
your signals, nnd was about starilug to bonM you, when tlio boat- 
men pointed to ii black cloud which was rapidly rising to iho 
windward, and said the scpiall looked threatening, ami tlint I had 
belter wail. Faith I did wait, and iho slight squall proved to bo 
a linrricane, and did not abate until long pa^^t niidnighl. Now, 
tlien, let us talk of business. How many uygroes have you on 
board?" 

" Four hundred and odd," I replied. 

" And how many have died ou iho passage? " 
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" Not over twciHy." 

" Are tlioy well iiihI likely?" 

" You can liciiv tlio rogues grumblitig for their lirciikfast. Thai 
is a Koml sign, I hike if." 

"Cupilal, Now, how much dirl yoti pay for them per hca<i?" 

I'Vaueisco wrote my nnswera doivii in lib memoriinilum book, 

" I'or four liuiulred Hrul fifty I paiil at the rate of (wouty dol- 
lars ill trade, which would be equal (o ten dolUirs in cash. For 
twenty-five I paid nolliiiig." 

"How?" 

" I mean ihnt two cniioe-loads of nnlives, led on by ft I'orlii- 
gucse, made nn nttcinpt to luke llic schoouor, but instead of doing 
so, got Inkcii tlicmsclves. We .picked out the sound ones, and set 
the wounded on shore. The rascals we have on boani floui'istied 
iimmiint'ly wcl!, 'for not one of them has died." 

"My dear friend," exclaimed Francisco,"! congratulate you 
most sincerely, for you know that the agents only demand ouo 
third of what iiegi'oes avo worth (viion captured iu such a niau- 
ner. One third goes to the commander, am! (he other tbird to 
tiic men." 

" 1 knew nothing of such a law or CHslom," 1 replied. 

" Then it is voiy fortunate that I nin on tbe ground 10 give you 
(ho iuformalion, for some houses wonld have cheated yoti most 
sbiinierMlly. lint, what other piece of good luck lias befallen 
you ? " 

Just as ho spoke, who should leave Ihe cabin bnt Oracia ! At 
sight of licr heaulifnl face Iho Spaniard, with an expression of 
surprise, rcjnovcil bis hut ninl bowed low, ns though paying irib- 
iilo to a sain!. 

I enjoyed tlio aslonishnicnt of Francisco for a moment without 
speaking. 

" (Jracia," I said, at length, " this is the gentleman whom you 
have heard mo speak of so many limes. It is my friend Fran- 

Agaiu did tlio Spaniard bow low in ackno^^■ldgment of her 
slight nod; and ihen the lady, seeing Ihat wo were discussing 
business matters, turned away and ^valkod aft. Francisco fol- 
lowed Jier with his eyes, and could restrain his curiosity no 
longer. 

" Tell mo," he cried, " who that angel ia, for never did I see a 
^-omau so lovely." 
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" Do yon remember iho sliip Virgin, wliiuli left IlavaTia soma 
nioiitlis since fov Spain?" I tisked. 

" Of course I do. She curried as passengers some of the most 
(lisliiiguislied families of Culw, and among them was the only 
chilli of Don Iiigmcia of San Filipo." 

"Mydciir frioml," I said, " I pledge yon my word (hat iho 
lady yoti just bowed to is aii exact pictiiic of Don Ingracia'.i 
dmiglitcr." 

" How — have yoii seen her, thou ? " 

" In fact I am lookiiij; al hcv now," I replied, wilh ft smilo at 
Gracia, which she repaid wilh interest. 

" My friciul," said I'Vaiicisco, ((tiitc gravely, " I fear that fho 
Blorm of last niylit has rtiriicd your head, or you think that it is 
All Fools' Day. Go below and sleep, and I'll look after Ihc vessel 
unlit yon feci better." 

"I never joke with my friends," I replied, so j^ravely that 
Francisco was staggered. " You have seen mo at times wlicn to 
joke was dcntb, anil I have not changed." 

Francisco was silent. 

" I told you flcrioHsiy that 1 was looking at the lady Gracia 
Ingraeia, and I repeat tlio slalemcnt. The lady you sec on board 
is the diuigblcr of Don lugracia of San Filipc." 

" And how in the name of the saints did she happen to be on 
board, when report says she was burned on board of the Virgin? 
The olficers of the ship say so." 

" Tlien the niricers of the ship tell most outrageous lies to 
screen their coivardly conduct," I replied. 

" Prove i(," said Francisco, promptly, somewhat sensitive at 
the redcctiou cast upon his counlrymcn. 

I gave him an account of iho manner in wliicli I had rescued 
Gracia from the burning ship. 

" And ihc gold?" asked Francisco. " How much is there?" 

"According to the bills found wilh Ihc treasure, about three hiui- 
dred thousand dollars." 

"Diablo, but you aro lucky," multcrcd Francisco. "Such 
luck docs not happen often, and you mnst make the most of it. I 
am glad to congratulate you on your good fortune. Yes," he con- 
tiuued, " lliis can be called ihc best voyage that was ever mado 
to Cuba. A few moro like it, and wo can call you ft iiiiliion- 
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" Then I nm likely to remain witliout timt onvinble litle," I 
romiirkcil, " for Una is tlic lust Irtjj for slaves I hIhiU mtike." 

" Wliiitl flirow away alt your goklcu elmiices?" 

" Yes, lis far as tlic slave Iratle is eoiiconieil.'' 

" But what will the ogonts sivy?" 

" I do not know, nii<l shall not caro much. 1 have other 
tlioiiglits, aiitl oilier aspiralioiia." 

" Ah, I Bcc. The laily luis weaned you from flic fliotighfs of 
lirofilatomorepiciisiiigemolioita," Francisco said, lifter a moiiieiit's 
l>aiiso ; and then coulinncd, " I do not hliiine yon, bnl you have a 
dill'erent conrsc before you if yon hope to sueceod, l>nt that yoit 
will nltimaicly win I havo no doubl. It will bo charaeleristic 
of the American character, I must licl|) you hero with my [loor 
abilities, and pcrhnjis I can bo of some nscto yon. Who knows?" 

" Whatever help you can give mo J sh II n " " ^ " 1 

" I know it — 1 know it. Jfut wo will Ik of 1 
other time. Now we must go to work 11 II I es aa 
fast US possible, for it would not do to h 111 of 

war poke its noso in (he harbor Just at tli o 

" Who lakes the slaves?" 1 asked. 

"Your inlendetl falher-iii-lftw lias purd 1 ol lei I 
bis neighbor, Don Kuriquc, the balauc VI I o 1e 

htmichcs lo remove llic fat fellows, and j I I c co o 

drive llic slaves to tlio plantalioii, where tlioy will bo taiighi eivili- 
KUliou and the art of cnhivatiog sngnr." 

A doitcu monnlcd men appeared upon a small knoll that over* 
looked the town, and waved a bandkercliicf. 

"That means ihc coast is clear, and wo may get to work at 
once. If you will set the men gelling up the slaves, I will 
write a Ictlor lo ihc agents, and send it off by a special coi: 
ricr, Ilowiil reach Havana this evening, and bo back to-morrow 

JSy twelve o'clock every slave was lanilcd and on flicir way fo 
Iho plantation where they ivero lo s|»ond their lives, and becomo 
civilised, according tO'lho Spanish idea of sueli ihingH ; and as 
soon as they were ont of the way, the slave deck and all tlio 
unnecessary Inniber on board were also sent on shore, and safely 
stowed away until again wanled. 

A bag of donbloons was sent lo the head of the government 
with the rcspccfs of the agent, and after llio governor was salia- 
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llcil it wftS easy to projiiliale llie tiwov of tlie membera of tlio 
tlic council ; 110 otic objuctu^ if u tlioiisuiut slaves wcro Uuuled in 
(layligitt, ami in tliu Uuavt of n |)0|)iilou3 town. 

Tlio Iioiise wlncli owned the C(i(|ucllo 'was tliG most woaltliy 
and respccinbto in Ilavniift. T)io so iiior members of tbe fli'in bad 
been engaged in tbe trade for many years, and fortune had fa- 
vored Ibeni beyond all iircccdeiil. Tbcy know to an ounce bow 
inuob a nian could bo botiglit for, from the governor general dowTi 
to llie meanest officer in tbe custom-bo use. Ilouce there 'vas 
never any trouble wlicu one of their vessels arrived. ICvcrytliing 
was made right at once, and iio luinccessary delay eiisuod. 

As soon as the bmiber was landed, half a do^oa of the best 
and most Irnstivorthy men wcixs cm|)ioycd to remove the boxes 
of treasure on shore and carry them to the cnstom-boiisc ; wliilo 
tbe rest of the crew were set at work scrubbing the hold, and en- 
deavoring by means of lime and lime-water to eradicate tbe stcncb, 
which is one of the nnpleasant features eouiicclcd with llwi slave 
Irairic. 

The treasure was safely iioused and locked up in a huge vault, 
which was once used to secure the govorrnnent money and |)a)>ers, 
when Castro do Lego was a port of some im|iortance ; and to in- 
snrc the safely of the money a guard of six soldiers was stationed 
in front of tbo vault to watch it night and day, and for this ser- 
vice the captain of the port received twenty-live ounces; and 
grateful cnon<-h he was for them, for it was ibe first bribe bo bad 
received for many months. 

In tbo mean Itiiie KranciKco bad sent off his despatch by an of- 
ficial courier, who bad orders net to spare borae-llesh nntil tho 
letter was safe in the hands of the senior member of tho firm of 
Kiejo & Ncli, of Havana; and, until an answer was received, 
we bad nothing to do but enjoy ourselves tbe best way we could. 
Kcxt evening Francisco camo on board liighly elated. 

" I've i-cceived a despatch," he cried, " and tbe bouse is de- 
lighted Willi yonr conduct. You are to send the men to Havana 
for theirpay, and go yourself when it suits your convenience. Tho 
vessel is mulei' your charge until you resign the command, hut 
this the house won't listen to. To-morrow wo can leave for tbo 
plantation of San Fitipo." 

Hat tho news was not pleasant to Gracia or myself, for wo 
dreaded to meet ]>on lugraeia. 
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The next moriiiiig I cotlcctcil nil llio inon, and packed tijcm, 
bag uiul Ungijagc, on bonvd u Jishcniian, and suul them to lla- 
vuna, each one bcai-iiig a small sH|> of pa[»ftr, slating the nunibof , 
of days tliat lio had been on boni'd, ami wlicthcr his conduct wiia 
sticli as entitled liim to receive full jiay for the Iriji, As for 
Wallhews, he prefori-cd lo rcniaiii on hoard of the schoonci', and 
take charge of her utuil I liad decided what to do. lie liad g''***^" 
licntii-ioMB all of ii sudden, and delcnniucd lo save what he could 
(o suppoi'l hin»^e!f In his old age. To kce[) liim company 1 hired 
Ihc j)ilot and Ilia two sons lo stop on board the vessel, and glad 
enough ihey were of llio chance. 

" Now," said Fnmoisco, " if you have completed your arrange- 
ments wo will Blart on our iniporlaut business. I have hired Iho 
only vehicle in town to take you and the lady, while I will mount 

Oracia was all dressed and I'caOy, ollhough nervous at the 
(bought of meeting her father. We entered a hoal, and were 
pulled o» shore, and at the landing found an aiiiique-looking 
carriage, with one seal, two wheels, and a postilion, who, with 
Jack-boots and short whip, was mounted on one of the animals, 
and leisurely smoking a cigar. 

' Franeifico entertained \is with anecdotes rcganJing Iho country 
fhroujfh which wo were travelling, uiuil at length we gained iho 
hi'ond lands of Dun Ingraoia, through wiiich wo parsed for na 
hour, with gangs of iiegioes at work in sugar ftelds and coffee 
groves. 

" La casa, scnor," shouted the postilion, with a crack of liia 
whip, pointing to a largo mansion which could ho seen through 
the foliage that surrounded il. 

TIlo house was painted white, and surrounded by piannas. It 
was only one and a half stories high, but covered nearly half an 
acre with its additions, which had been built on to suit the con- 
venience of the owner. In front wasn large llowcr garden, where 
the choicest kinds of flowers wore flourishing in all tlio glory of 
tints which a tropical sun could give Ihem. Wo turned up a 
wltiding road, shaded by stately pines, and af^cr a drive of a few 
niinutcs stopped before the door of 13on Ingraoia's jnansiou, where 
thi-ee or four slaves were standing as though ready to receive 
company. 

"Is Don Ingracia at home?" asked Francisco of the negro 
who appeared to have charge of the front pan of the house. 
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" IIo is at home, bnt can't bo seen, sisnoi'," was tlic rc|»ly. 

" How do yon know that sucJi is ihc cnsc? " <tcmuiuliid Frnii- 
cisco, sharply, 

" Because, sciior, lio lias given orders lliat only t^vo persons 
sIihH bo ftdmillcd lo his prosoiicc," replied llio negro, somewhat 
awQd by tho sharpness of my friend's (one. 

" Wc liavo come a long dislHuco to see the Don on business, 
and we'll not leave until our cri'itud is nceoniplislied," cried 
1^-hucIkco, disjnounting, iin example tiinl Graein and myself were 
not slow to follow ; and ultlionj^li our boldness made the ncj^roes 
stare, they did iiot utter a word in remonstraneo. 

" Drive tho liorscs lo the slablc, and feed tlieni," SEiid Fran- 
cisco. 

One of the siegrocs (ouclied a boll for tho stable servants to 
make their ap)>cnrance, and then stood slaving at lis as Ihoiijjh 
nttxions to know wlnit our next order would bo. Graeia was so 
closely veiled that lier face conld not bo seen. Just at Ibat mo- 
ment two men, wliom I knew to bo seamen by their sunbni'tit 
faces, hovo in sight, and can\e rolling towards tlie door as lliough 
tliey were the lords of the house and lands adjoining, '['he slaves 
became wonderfully attentive in au iuslaut, and removed liicir 
straw hats with Ihc iilmost mark of respect. 

" Sonoi-3 Pedro and Antonio," cried the head slave, " the Don 
lugrucia has nsketl for you, and is now awaiting your arrival." 

" All, is ho?" was llio indifferent reply. " Well, wo must go 
and see him." 

" Robert,'' whispered Graeia, " tlioso two men were ollieers on 
board of the Virgin." 

"Ah, indeed. Then wo will soon put them lo flight, and lliey 
will leave with more haste than they did when the ship was on 
Rm. Wait witli patience, my dear." 

" But I have no patience when I see sitcii wretuhes received 
with lionor, and you and your friend treated with colihicss." 

I smiled an<l pi'cssed her hand. 

" Shall I loll the Don you will immediately wait upon ]i'nn, 
eenors," asked the negro, addressing (he seamen. 

" Yes ; you heave ahead, and we'll follow you," was the reply ; 
and tho two oflkers, aller casting an inquiring glance upon our 
jiarty, prepared to follow the slave into the presence of Gracia's 
father, and once more repeat tho lalo of their desperate aliempls 
to save his cliild. 
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" "Wnit one inomenl," cried Fvmicisco, iu a commanding tono 
to flic slave, and llic fellow paused inslaiilly. " Toll yoiii' ninstcr 
lliat iwo f^cnllciucii, siraugcrs to film, l)[il who will pi'ove llieiii- 
sulves frieiids, wisli to sec liim without delay on business wliicli 
will intcrcHl liiin nmcli. Sec that you deliver the mcssiigo, or 
the worse for yoii. Now show us a room wlicro wc caii wait a 
reply," 

The negro bowed low. lie bcnan to have suspicion that wc 
inij;li( ho govorainciit oinciala on a lour of inspection. lie opened 
a door tliat led into a reception-room, bowed us in, nnd theu 
li'li. IIS to pilot Ihc olliccrs lo Don Ingracia's presence. JIc was 
gone about ten miuutes, wlion lie relumed. 

" The Don wishes to know if your business is of imporlauco?" 
(he negro asked. 

" That will depend upon himself," I answered. 

"Tlicn, scuors, lie desires mo (o say (hat he will waive his 
usual custom of seeing only his immcdiato friends, and spcnk to 
you. AVill you follow me?" 

Francisco and myself ai-oso and followed the slave (hrougli nu- 
merous broad corridors, until we arrived at the back |iart of the 
house, when the man opened a door and bowed us into a library 
with scvcriil book-cases of richly cari-ed mahogany and a inimbcF 
of pictures, painted by no common hands. I but bi'iolly glanced 
at tlieso things, for my attention was directed (o Don Iiigracia, 
who was sealed at a desk, but arose when ^vo ciKcred, and bowed 
Willi (he politeness and coldness of a griindeo of Hpain. 

The Spaniard was a man about sixty years of age, (all and 
slim, with iiair w'hich was white as snow, and curled about his neck 
as ihoiigh the owner was proufl of lis luxuriant grow(h. 

"Scnors," he said, with a slight and stately how, "I have been 
loid you hnvo important business with me. I have broken 
(lirmigh n rule which I established, for (he purpose of grant- 
ing you an iu(crview. It should be something important to thus 
Rook ine while 1 am mourning for a daughter." 

" Wo do wish to speak with you on matlcra of im])ortancc," I 
replied. " IJut what wo have to say must bo spoken to you 
alone." 

1 looked, US I spoke, (o (he two seamen, Antonio and Pedro, 
who were in (he room, and who scorned to be iiuitc at home from 
appearances. 
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" In n few miimtcs I slmll be at leisure, seiior," the Don re* 
plied. "I'ray be sealett wfiile I ask ihcso bi-nve gcnilcmcn n 
few (juosiioiia vcgn riling my poor eliilil, whose fate I iii'csinne 
yon are familini' with." 

IVe bowed, uiul look seals as wo were (lireclcd, arul waited to licar 
the lies which Iho fcllowo slioukl sprcail before the old s;ctitbmnti. 

" 'Well, us I was saying," ci'ied I'udvo, wlio seemed (o be llio 
Btipci-ior officer, " I smelt smoko oboiil six bells in llio aflcrnooa, 
and i wondered where it cutnc fiom." 

" I rccoHeet the afternoon weH," chiincil in Antonio. " I k^l0^s' 
you lold me (hat yon Hiispected ibe ship was on fire, and wo ninst 
be cftnlions bow we aelcd." 

" But why did yon not commence a searoli for the fire witlioiit 
delay?" asked Don Injjiacia. 

" Because, yon see, wo did not wish to alurm (ho jjasscngei's," 
was the unsatisfactory niiswev, 

" Bui you might have proceeded to work very quietly," (ho 
Don remarked. 

" No, wo couldn't. Kvery action was watched ; the passengers 
always stu-rouiidcd us, and asked iihofit the voyage. You know 
thtit, Ahlonio." 

"Of course I do. If wo hud left the (jnarter-dcck, a do/cn 
would have followed us. Go on whji your yin'n." 

" Well, presently the smoke came out of the fore haleJ!, and 
the crew rushed on deck, and swore Ihut (he ship was on fire be- 
tween decks. The possongcrs wore all sctKed wilh a panic, and 
wouldn't listen to advice. The captain told us to lower liie boats 
at onec." 

"What! without lirst seeing if the fire could not bo extin- 
guished?" I asked. 

I'edro and Antonio turned around their chairs to bai'c a look 
at mo. Probably the survey was not satisfactory, for they iin- 
nicdiately turned to the Don. 

" You do not answer the acnor's question," remarked Don In- 
gracia, quite calmly. 

" Because, senor, wo arc liore to answer your questions, and 
not those put by strangers." 

" Then consider that I put (ho samo question," the Don said. 

"Well, then I slmll answer it. On shipboard a fire spreads 
quick. A moment it is here, and lo ! presto, it is there. No 



limo is to lie lost. The mc« lire crany witli fvij^lU, «nd tlio pa3-_ 
seiigi;ra iViuilic to he ssived. ' To bu Niiru Aiilonio nud myself 
were cool as wo aru nt tliia moiiiciil, liiit wc coulil not do every 
ihiiig." 

'' Of P-oui'so not," nmllorcd Antonio. 

" Wo got iho bouts into (lie watci-, niiii tliicw into (hoin a few 
nrtidcsi, aiich an wo ahoulil need. The men jnmpcd in, nnd tlien 
the passe iigcvs, and wo shoved off to j;et out of reach of ttio ship, 
in cnso sIio slioiild blow uji, of which Ihovo wna some danger." 

" But wliei-c was my child all of iJiis time?" asked Iho Don, 
with tearful eyes and Jrcnibting lips, 

" I'm coming lo her in a moment," said tlie fellow, stopping to 
collect his Ihoiiglits. " Well, after wo had slioved off I missed 
the lady Graeia. Slio was not in my bout." 

"Ami she wasn't in mine," modcvcd Autonio. 

" 1 aaUl," continued Pedro, " ' "Where ia (lie lady Giaeia? Puss 
the word for ihe lady Gracia.' Woi-d was pHSScd, but alio was 
not (o bo fotmd," 

Don Ingracia bowed his head upon his linnda, ftnd wept. The 
coward and liiir continued,— • 

" I said alio must have been left on boai-d by aceidciit. AVo 
n'ill not leave her." 

" His very words," Anionio remarked. 

" I said, ' Antonio, will yon yo back willi mo, and bclp find 
her?'" 

" And I said that I would," Anlonio remarked. 

"You did," continued I'edro. " Tho men swovo they would 
wot litl HH oar lo pull back," 

" The cowards I 0, (he cowaiils ! " cried Don Ingracia. 

" Ah, 1 should think bo," the fellow continued ; " but Antonio 
mid myself were not to bo intimidated by such ihings. Wo drew 
our j)islol3, and swore that, iniless the boats were rowed back to 
the Virgin, wo would shoot es'cry man who refused to go." 

" ISravo men! worthy friends!" cried Don Ingracia, raising 
hia handa aa though invoking tho blesaing of Ilcnvcn upon their 
beads. 

" Well, every one wonld not have dono as we did," cried 
I'cdro, with tho utmost complacency. " We cndaiigerod our 
lives, but your child was on board, and wo detcrmiiied to save 
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" Why <liiJn't yon, tlien?" I askctl, urinblo lo keep silent nny 

lo<tS<M-. 

I'cdro Ntai'feil in hia toet willi nii onlli nnil swagger of dofiftuco, 
wliilo !lic Don iookuil uslonislicd niid imiiixed. 



ciiArri''u XIV. 

--A HAfl'Y RK- 

" Don Ingkacia," said tlio rufllitu, who was IiiUf drimk, " if 
wo ftvc lo Ijo iriteiTtipleii in this manner, hy a follow who don't 
know ft phip from ft volnnto, I shnll decline to say any nioi'e at 
prCHCnI." 

" I Irnst," rcinavked Don Tngraeia, " that my friends here will 
be allowed to continue (heir vemavks lyilliont any furlhcr inler- 
niption, I desire il." 

Tlio old man drew himself up as ho spoke, a» though lie was iu 
the Imhit of being obeyed when ho ma<le a reqnosl. 

" For Heaven's sake lot llio ilog linisli," whispered Fi-fiucisco. 
" The game will he in yonr hands in a few mimiles." 

I bowed to the Don ; and thus apiicaseil, iho braggart con- 
ttnncd, — 

" Wo made the men pnll llio boats iip nndcr tho ship's chains, 
although the five was raging violently, and in the vicinity of the 
magaitino. Every moment I espceled to bo blown (o the devil, 
and some of tho men wci-e while with fear, ISut Antonio and 
myself cnconvnged them, and (old them there was no danger, and 
by this means we kept them quiet." 

" Ah, that we did," nuillcred Antonio. 

" I siionlcd foi' yoiii' daughter, Graein, but received no answer, 
I climbed up into tho chains, and lell Antonio to kccji the men 
quiet, and prcveiit them from running olT in my absence. I 
reached tho deck, but still did not see her. I managed to gain 
(ho cabin, bnl hero a wall of (ire drove mo buck. I shouted fot 
your danjjhler, mid at last got an answer. She was lying on tho 
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(lock, Biirroimilcd by fire, itiul just cajwblo of speaking. Slie told 
me to seek out lier fallier, iitid say that sho died blessing liiiii. 
Tlien sho expired, ami I inndo the best of my way to Ihc boat, 
and wc puslicd olT; but before wo were two cable lengths from 
the abi|>, slic blow up." 

" Alas, my poor child I " cried Don Ingracisi, hia lieiid failing 
Hpon the desk before liim. " To (hink sbo should have died siieli 
a terrible death, and her father miles from her! " 

" It ain't any fiiult of mine, you know," said Pedro. " Wo did 
(til wc could lo save her," 

" I have no doubt of it," (ho old Spaniard cried. " I do not 
blome you or your companion, Rnd before many days yon shall 
see an ciidcncc of my good will, T,oiive rue now," continued tlio 
IJou, " and I will speak witli yon again lo-morrow." 

The men arose to take (heir leave, and I could see them wink 
«t each other as they did so. I could i-estrain my indignation no 
longer. I determined to unmask them at all hazards, 

" Don Ingracia," I said, motioning to llic two men to remain 
in (he room, " I wish to ask a few questions, if these sailors bava 
no obj eel ions to answering them." 

" Some other time, seuor," i-oplied the Spaniard, raising his 
head. " I cannot listen to-day," 

" Hut this is something that concerns your child, in whose fate 
I am deeply interested," 1 replied. 

The Don looked astonished, and made no reply. 

" Wc can answer all the questions he puts to us," one sailor 
said, with a sneer. " Lei liim go ahead." 

" Are you quite sure you laid by the ship until .she blow np?" 
X asked. 

The men smiled. 

" Answer ihc scnor," cried the Don, in a tone so siern I 
ehould not have rccognixcd the voice as belonging to him, if 1 
had not seen liim speak. 

" We arc sure," replied the men. 

" A.re you sura that the ship was all on fire when yon loft her?" 
I BsUcd. 

" j\Iay llie wiinls pardon mo, scnor, but to what does your qnes 
lion tend?" the Don inquired, fixing hiH bnrning glances upon mo. 

" Sluch that interests you, scnor, ShuU I go on?" 

" Ci> on," was the answer. 
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" At tlio tiiiio yoiii nbniuioricd flio Virgin, was (here (ii>y otiief 
vessel in sight?" I coiilinuod. 

" Tliero wasiiot," aiiswcrcil I'cilro, who began lo look troubled. 

" Did yon sciin tbo lioiizori?" I asked, 

" Wo bad no lime, for every man was busy in lowering llio 
boats," >vn3 tlic answer. 

" Ono more qnestion. Did yon really niako an nttomjil to 
rfiKiuio the daugiitcr of Don Innracia?" 

'■ I have niiawcred you that I (lid. ■ If you liavc more tiucs- 
lioriH, I wish you would ask tliem outside, so 1 can reply as a 

Tbo follow began to show signs of impaficneo, and tlionght lie 
could fi'igblon tno from niy purpose by initmidatioii. t iHevcly 
laiigbcd, and turned to Don Ingracin. 

" YoH I a o ] eai t ll ^o men, day itfler day, give an imaginary 
account of ll o loss of jotir dauglilcr," I said. " X now wish to 
prove to J OH tl ■\t t\ at they have iitlorcd arc lies, from beginning 

" You bl 11 a vo fo ■ Ibis," sliouted I'cdro. 

" And lo 1 tno c cd Antonio. 

" I will meet botb of you if you arc disposed, after this busi- 
ness is setlled," I rcniavkcd. " Don Ingraeia, I have souio as- 
tonisbiitg news for you. Can j'Oii bear it?" 

The old gentleman sat looking at nje as tliougli ho wan niado 
of brouKo. It was evident that ho hartUy dared to hope what tbo 
nature of my commuuicalion would be. lie nodded his head, and 
gazed at mo with anxious eyes. 

" A few months since," I commenced, " I was on tho deck of a 
schooner wbicli had left llavaun but a short tinio bcfoi'e. It was 
utgiil, and I saw a light a few miles off our larboard bow. Wo 
ran for it, and fouml it was a. burning ship. I took a boat and 
trew, and slarlcd for the vessel, thinking some one inight bo loft 

" You did find somo one?" doniftnded Don Ingraeia, trembling 

" I did," I replied. 

"And alive? — 0, say that she was alive!" the Don cried, 
slarting to his feet and clasping his hands. 

" She was alive when I found her, but in a senseless coiulition," 
I continued. 
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Tlio two ollicers iicro tiinicil towimls itio door, ns tliongh Ihoy 
would leiivo tise room. 

" I beg of you to rcniftiii," I said. " I have miicli lo say Ihat 
itttcrcslH you." 

Tliey panscd ii'i-csoUile. 

Don Ingracia toiieticd a. spring, and a ilraiv of tlio tabic, at 
which he Sill, opened. IIo took out two handsome pistola, cocked 
tliem, and Jnid tliem before bim. 

" The man who knvCM this room wilhont my permission dies," 
be said ; ami I could see by bis eyes (hat lie was in earnest. 

Tlio two ollicers remained, and Don Iiigvaeia motioned me to 
go on. 

"My men," I contiiiucil, "after they vcacbcd Ibo vessel, — ■ 
wliicb wo fomul on five only in ibo fnvo part, — began to soarcli 
for somclbiiig to carry off Ibat was valuable. I also explored 
the cabin to see if any one alive was on boai-d. In one of Ibo 
state-rooms, lying on tbe dock in an insensible eoniliiion, I found 
a l;.dy." 

" The name of tbe vessel ? " cried the Don, with intense eager- 

" The Virgin, of Havana, bound for CadiK," I replied. 

" O, miserable liars Hint you are ! " exclaimed the old gentle- 
man lo the two ollleors, his bands in close proxiniily to hia pistols, 
as tbough ho longed to use ibcni. " Go on, senor," ho said at 
lenglb, witba mighty cflbvl. to coiilroi his rage, and a savage giimco 
at tim sailors, who did not dare meet bis eye. 

" I bore the Indy lo the deck, and bnlbcd her face willi water, 
and forced some down her throat. She slo\vly revived, and 
tbaiikefl me like one raised from the dead. She told me that the 
ship was discovered on fire in Ibc afternoon, and ibat nit bands 
instantly look lo the boats, without one etlbrt to save Ibe vessel. 
She had gone to her state-room for a cloak, and whilo there tho 
boats had shoved off without her," 

" O, wretched cowards — O, miserable rascals ! " cried tlio 
Don. " lint I'll punish you." 

He touched a hell, and a servant appeared. 

" Collect the people," he said, " and let fbcm wait outside fo» 
onler.ii." 

The negro bowed, and disappeared. 
18 
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The oflicors of the Virgin exchanged looks, 'i'licy Ijegan to 
rcnii'/o lliul ilicii- po»ilioii wax not n piciisani one. 

" Vfo sliatl sec some liiii yd," imillorod Francisco in my car. 
" The ok! gcntlcnmn has got the lemi>Bi- of an Ashantcc, and lio 
will show sonic of it before long." 

" Conlinue your nai-ralive," cried t!ic Don, willi a griicions look 
towards me. 

" When the lady, who is as 'good as she in beautiful, rcal- 
ined that sho was deserted, she ngain retired to her statc-i-ooni, 
and BJied many tears at the |ii'osi>eot of licr miserable fato ; and, 
as she was a pious maid, she oftcre<I np nniny prayers for her 
aonl, and (he happiness of lior dear father, whom she had Icil in 

The Spaniard groaned, and onec more moi'ed lirs hand in Iho 
direction of liis pistols. Hut he resisted the (cmptation, nuicli to 
the satisfaction of tlio two oilicers, who were watching his motions 
keenly. 

" When the smoke commenced pouring into the slate-room, iho 
lady atlcmptcd (o reach the deck, but was unable lo do so, and 
knew nothing more nntil sho found a sirunger bathing her head." 

])oH lugraeia followed mo in my narrative, and did not lose a 
word. lie was fearfully intei-osled, yet did not dare lo ask mo 
the alt-important question rchitivo to her safety. He nodded for 
me to continue my story. 

" I carried the lady on board of the schooner lo which I be- 
longed, but fonud thai I had only rescued her from death foe a lifo 
of lingering torture, if the plans which wore formed in her hclmlf 
were carried ont. I was determined lo defeat (he men who con- 
sidered their pecuniary interest jiaramount to all others." 

"You did so?" asked Don Ingracia, eagerly. 

" Yon shiill bear. The niaslor of the vessel made a proptsitton 
that we should sell the lady to tho king of the Gabun for one 
hundred negroes, and share the prollls. The second mate pro- 
posed (o marry her. iiolh men were hold and nusernpnlons, and 
it was necessary that I should act with great eaiitiou. i ton^- 
porized with the master, and pitted tho second mate against him, 
until it was time to throw off the mask, when I refused lo dis- 
pOf'c of tho lady, or lo allosv tho second mate to marry her. I 
claimed hor as my prixe, and expressed a Uctcrnii nation to pro« 
lect her wilh my life." 
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" liravo young man ! " iiiultercd liio Ooii. " How ilifi'ureiit your 
Cotirtuct from tliat of llioso two rasoils ! " 

The two i-asoala alhidcd to didn't look happy liy any nicnii^. 

" A rupture look place between the cn[>titiii ami inyscIF," I con- 
tinued, " but slili I swoi'c lo pi'olcet the lady from iiisnll wilh my 
life. I was surrounded by rude, lawless men, M'ho cared for no 
one unless ho made himself respected by means of a heavy bond. 
Luckily foj- my object, a tuiarrol ensued between (lie men and llio 
master, and while it conliimed I espoused tlio sitlo of the men, and 
by ihat means won Ihcir coiifKlcnco. The inaslcr, during an af- 
fray, was killed, and I took charge of tbo vessel. I poinlod out 
to the men the reward of obedience to orders, and fboy were sonsi- 
blo cnougli to see Ihat I was right. Wo completed our cargo and 
sailed for Cuba, aiid by careful watebing I was enabled lo bring 
the lady with me, aafo and well." 

" Whci-o is sbe now ? " asked Don Ingracia, Riarting to bis feet. 

"Is the seuor composed stiflicicut for an interview?" I re- 
marked. 

" Composed ! Am I not composed? Look at me. These eyes 
liavo shed many lours for llio loss of a daughter. Now that sbo 
is found, can I not command myself, and take her to my heart. 
Let me see hoi-, and 'then judge of the strength of a Spuniard'a 

I left tlio room, and hurried to tbo nparlmcut wlierc Gracia 
was waitii ^ SI e as e\| ec {, o 

"Iloiscalylo o jo I a 1 as I took 1 e la J 

looked npo 1 be f 1 la so re I e o gt o I k 1 t I 
was lo St le o lit | cc o s o ( e sto ly of 

For a n o e t si e I 1 1 e I 1 i o y 1 ca a 1 I ll o „! t 
Isawtca.s 1 I k yes I k el tl c oft a 1 I a t n 
litiiid, we I ocecde I o I e 1 b a y lot cxc! „ ^ vo I 
A dozen 1 ve y s! s c e „ tl el tl c j a ba^, ay 
awaiting ll e s er s 1 1 a h tl e n I t tl ey sa ¥ tho 

lady an ctj c o of Icl lb st fron I e 

"The I lyC I 1 > ei na to I e t a 1 f voor 

three of tl e oH St s s la es 1 o 1 a I bee 1 c (a ly for 

years, tbi-o tl e I es p tl r knees a I k bic I tl of 

her dress as 1 e i 1 lo g a 1 s Ic ! | o I e 

The door of tlie hbriiry opened, and FrauciBCO and the two 
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olTiccrs mailc their exit. It was fo give lliu Don a cliaiioc to meet 
bis (laughter, I'or the lirst i'mic, alone, i lul^ hor at tlio Joor, arid 
it closed behind liev. I heard n'fcw hurried cxclamalions, aud 
then deep sobs, ns tlioiigh an ovcrbtirdcucd heart was relieved by 
tears. 

" Come," cried FFniieisco, taking my arm, " let un relive to a 
room where wo can bo toyeiher." 

No sooner was iho wisli expressed than the major-domo of iho 
IioiiRO was at our o)bows. IIo was idready prepared lo worship 
Ihe risiiiK «""■ J^'"* two ofllecis were negleclcd, where « few mo- 
ments before llieiv slightest wish was law. Tlio rascals did not 
look liappy as they stood in iho corridor, surroeinded by slaves, 
who knew not why the t^ailocis had fallen into disgrace, and eared 
less; but, with Irno human instinct, they Were ready to neglect 
niid insult lliosc whom but a few moments before lliey liad fawned 
upoit. I fell a little eompaasion for the fellows, allhougli ihcy did 
not deserve any. I asked the major-domo if ho had rccoivod any 
orders regarding the men. 

" Si, senor," lie replied. " The Don has given divecCiona that 
tlioy be kept until fnrlhor commands. I know not what ho in- 

" Can't yon let thcni have a room, until your master's orilers 
arc known?" I asked. 

Tlie nogro shook his head, and Francisco drew mo away. 

The major-domo showed ns into a room, where some rare pic- 
lures hung against the wall, while the furniluro was light, but 
of that kind which Cubans most delight in, tlie seats of the cUaiva 
and the loimgo being of willow, open work, wrought in the most 
fanciful designs, and ihc whole looking very cool and comforlalilo. 

" You did splendidly," cried Franciseo, llirowing himself npon 
the lomigo and lighting a cigar. " You summed up the poials in 
the most skilfid manner, and then laid the whole bclbrc the old 
gentleman in such a n-uy, that he could not fail to see liow tho 
land lay at once. And what gratified mo more IJian alt, you did 
it in such ft gentlemanly style I could see yon made a afrong im- 
pression u|)on the Don. '\^'hcn I can call you Ins son-in-law, I 
shall be ns pleased as yourself." 

I was loo tbougblfiil to reply. I had scon Gracia's father, and 
in bis eyes I had read pride as strongly implanted as if belonging 
to the royal liougo of Spiiiu, and I mentally cursed myself for not 
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keeping Grncm on board of the tichooticr ; for, now lliat I waa 
Hk<;jy to Joso liur, I (omul Unit my love was tun (imca slrongcr 
tliiii) I imngmc(i While I w(i» tlius rcllccliiig niul icpining, Iho 
mnjor-domo i>|ioiic(l tlio door. 

" Sisnor Hoboi-l," lie sniil, willi ;t low how, " ihe Don iviahcH to 
sec yon, it'yoti «ro at Icisnro." 

" Sii'iko while the ifon is hoi," moltei-cd Francisco. " Don't 
bo ftfraid lo push jonr claims." 

I followed liio sliivo lo the door of the libvnry. The two ofllcci'8 
wei'c no longer sliiiidiiig in the corridor, and no one was to be sccu 
but my escort. The sei-vBisl threw open Ihe door with ii low hoiv, 
and I enlored. I snw that Don Ingmeia wii3 sealed by the side 
of Oracin, holding hei' hand. Ilia face looked ns though lie had 
been Blicddiiig tcava quite freely, and the brightness of Gracia'a 
cye.s was dimmed. I saw one of lior looks of love inaiillc hoi" face 
as 1 entered, and that grafified mc miiclt. 

" My livavo young friend," said the Don, rising and taking my 
hand, " I have much to Ihniik yoti for, bnt I do not know how to 
repay the heavy obligations under which I labor. My dear child, 
whom I moni'ned as dead, has fold me all and much more than 
you wijrc willing lo add, owing lo your modesty ; bitt that is llio 
way with true valoi' ; it always soeka to conceal its nioril. How 
can I (hank yon?" 

" The joy of Having the life of so beanlifnl a girl is suflicient 
i-cconipense for mo," I replied. " I restored Iho lady to your 
anus as soon as I waa able, but can't say I regret I was not nlilo 
to do so before, for the company of your child has dotic much to- 
wards improving my rough men." 

" Nay, eaplain, you must not compliment my child thus, for soo 
how she blushes. Itiit slio is grateful lo yow for the immense 
service you have rendered, and thanks you with her whole hcarl." 

I alole a look at Gracia to sec how that lemark might be coii- 
slrncd ; bnt she di<l not return my glance, and I did not dare to 
mention the stihjcot that was uppermost in my mind. I bowed, 
and waited for the old gcmlenian to coniinue. 

" My daughter lias told me that any pecuniary offer which I 
miglit make you would be rejected immedialely. If such is tho 
case, tcH me what I can do for you, Whalever you ask I will 

" Do you promise mo (hat?" I deniaiulcd, eagerly. 
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" On (lie lioiior of a C 1 I io as I o esponso. 

I WHS aljoul lo nsk foi I t 1 cl a ost 1 mi- lo me, but I 
Btolc a glance at Gi'ficin, a 1 s tl at si o ^a o no iv sign not to 
do so. 

" I slialJ remiiiil you of yo | o o feo o laj ," I saitl. 

" l>o Ri>, ami without fear of liaviii<; yoiiv favor refused. Come, 
bo seated, antl lot inc bcRr fioni your lips, oiicc mote, the dangers 
my cliild bas csuaiiod." 

I took ft scat by tbe side of Graoia, nud wliilc Ibc old peiillc- 
niHu's back whs turned on us foi- a mommil, Boizcd bcr luuid and 
(ircsscd ii to my li|)S. Slio smiled, iind liev old look of love re- 
turned to ber face. 

" All, my dear cbiid," siiid llic )lou, lakiug a sent near tis, 
"you will never renliiic bow deep my grief was fit fbe news of 
your dcalh. For days I refused lo enl, drink, or' sleep, aud it 
seemed lo me tliat life was no longer desirable. I used lo sit 
before your portrait and shed biller tears at my loss; but once, 
wliilc I was thus cngaj;cd, I tbougbt that the saints whispered lo 
mo consolation, and bade nio hope, for somehow I arose from 
prayer with a feeling something akin lo resignation at my loss. 
Then came the two rasciils whom you have seen, and ivliose won- 
drous lies you have beard, strange to say, I did not really believe 
wliat they lold me. I bad a feeling, whieh i cmiuot describe, tliat 
I should yet bear from my eliild ; and when, scnor, you eoin- 
menced your narrative, I believed that the sainta had sent you to 
mo to communicate good tidings." 

" 1 am sure yon would have thought he was scut by the saints 
to protect me, if you could have seen biui on board of tbe sehoon- 
er," added Gracia. "Surrounded on all sides by vicious iicoplo 
and designing nion, yet the senor Eoberl was enabled lo care for 
me, and save mo from insult. I am sui-e I was very couiforlabic 
by his cxerlious." 

. I'erbaps I felt I did not deserve so niucU praise j so tiu-iied tbo 
conversation as soon as possible. 

"Have the two ollicers leii. the planlatiouf " I asked of Iho 
Don. 

" I think they have by this time," was the calm reply. " But 
if they bavc not wo shall see them before they take their dc- 

Juat at that moment wo heard some shouts out doort;, and I 
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Bfcppcd to the winilnw fo sco wlial wns Iho matter. A dor.on iio- 
procs, evidenlly (IcM slaves, wore Blaniling in a group, tlieir liaiidB 
fiHcd ^yi(ll oraiij^cs and pinc-ttpplcs. 'I'licy appealed to bo wailiug 
for some one, ami were latigliing lioarlily, 

Sitildoiily I heard inoie slionting, ami the two olVicertt of the 
VirgJM ran past, followed by a doKen oi- twenty field hands, who 
were (iirowiiiK oranges at iho fnjjilives, and Bonsolimes heaviof 
Bi'ticlca. , In this sport the slaves I had first seen joined, and tlicy 
Boomed to ihhik conHi'dcrahlo of (he fini ; for they threw tlio 
ornnges wiih sueli good «'ill, Ihat every one of thom told wilh 
ci'nBliiti^ cfFcet npon the persons of the fugitives. They were 
spattered from head to foot with (lie yellow juice of Iho fruit, and 
each hit. wiis Iho signal for shoula of lan;,'hter from Iho blacks. 

" This tH the manner in which I thought pmper to punish the 
eowanls," caid Don Ingracia. " I have directed the slaves to 
(liivc them from Iho plantation, bnt not offer more serious in- 
jury. Tho vogues enjoy the sport — don't they ? " 

Dm-ing the remainder of (he first portion of the day I spent 
at Don Ingrncia's conn try-so at, I strove to obtain a moment's 
conversation with Gracia alone, but fonnd it' impossible. Iler 
father was always with her, as Ihongh fonrful t!m( if he should 
leave lior for a momoni, sho would bo spiriicd off, and never 

It is Irnc I liad the pleasure of handing tho lady to the dinner 
table, and of being sealed beside lior, bnt the Don was so full of 
conversation wc had to listen to him and rolnrn r'orrcet answers 
to his {jncstions; but onoe, while T was thinking of something 
cIpo, I astonished the Don by making a randon^ reply, whieh 
eansed him to look gra^'o, and Gracia signed (o nic that I must 
be eareful in that respect, for her fafhor Hkod « good listonor. 

The dinners wiileh Don Ingraeia gave wore sliipendons alTairs, 
and always lasted one or tw'O hours, before coftce ivas served. 
The table was always loaded with choice viands and fruits of all 
descriptions, from the orange to the choicest of grapes and tho 

" Scnor," said (he Don, at oiir dinner, after the flrst course was 
over, " fill yonr glass, and let us drink to the lieahh of the quocu, 
whom the saints bless." 

A servant promptly filled my glass with nice champagno, which 
bad uc\cr paid a dime (owards the revenue of the island. 
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" My ilcar cliiUI, wiiom the sninls have restored to mo," cort- 
tinned (he Don, with luImiFabb j^ravily, " 1ms mformcti mo llmt 
1 eniniot call yoit a coiintryinaii, but. you will linvc just as warm 
a plaeo in my afTuelions as tliongli yoii were. I have always rc- 
spccleil the Americans for tbeiv bravoiy and enterprise, allhougli 
bolwccii yon niul mo, as Tricnds, I do tliiuk that ttiey Khoiild rclaia 
)h)ir flllibustcrs al home, and not keep our govevmnetit contimiftl- 
ly on the alcit lor thorn," 

" I quite agree with yon, senor," I replied, much to the j-rati- 
ficalion of Graeia, who sqiieeaed my hand boncatli the table in 
token of her approval of my coolness. 

"I am glad to bear ir, senor," liie Don eonliniiei! ; "you will 
remain wiili na and bceome one of my family, I (rust, and I shall 
toko pleasure in showing io you that the planters of Cuba know 
how to enjoy themselves, and know how to reward bravo deeds. 
Yonr forUmo shall bo my iumicdialo object, provided you ivish to 
leave the sea," 

" That I have already resolved upon," I replied. " Itut as far 
as fortune is concerned, I have siillieicnt of this world's goods to 
Balisry even my ambition. I am what the world calls rich, so that 
I am not dependent upon any one, although there is no one whom 
I would accept a favor from quicker than Don Ingracia." 

The Spaniard bo^^■ed. He was pleased to think I was richer 
than he supposed, and I need not inform the public that great men 
always like a friend bettor if uo favors, ii» a pecuniary way, are 
asked for. 

" That's the stylo to put it," muttered Francisco, who was mak- 
ing free with Iho Don's wine. 

" Such being the cose," eoulinued the Don, " yon can have uo 
lu'sitaucy in accepting my offer, and consider my house as your 
own during your slay in Cuba. I have been very lonely the past 
three months, but now 1 shall tiy and bo moi'o sociable. Wo 
will have a few |»nrlies to welcome the return of my daughter, 
Biid I need not loll you that your presouco hero will gratify n^y 
friends as well as myself. I need not speak for my daughter, for 
she will add her persuasion to mine." 

I bowed, and Gracia looked gratilled. 

"Arc you happy now?" she whispered. 

" Not so happy as when wc wore ou board of t!ic Coquctlc," I 
replied. 
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" TInvo pfitionco," sho rcspotwlcil. " Yoii mwst win my faOicr's 

" Since wc linvo disposcil of ihnt business," said tlio Don, who 
had forgotlcn nil ahoiit Ins jivcvioiis tons!, " let us fill clenu glasses, 
and drink to the health and Uappiness of (he (|uean." 

Wc di'aiik (he loast with all duo solcinnily ; I'Vnucisco, with a 
dcmoiiHtrniiou that sounded like n chcci', at which Iho Don did 
not ohjecl, for ho was loyal to his sovereign, nud thought Si»iiu 
the greatest nation upon the cavlh. . 

"Yea, Isliall send invitations to my friends to meet at tho 
house day after to-inorrou-," Iho Don continued. " Hy that tinio 
iny child will have recovered from her faliKue, and will he ready 
to woietnnc tticm. Sciior If'raneisco, if your cin|iIoycr3 can spare 
yon from Havana for a period, I shall be happy (o see you. 
And now, sonors, let ns drink the health of iho captain general, 
and then wc will look over Ihc jdanlalion, if you have no objeo- 

Wo drank the henhh of the gcnltemiin alluded lo, and arose 
fi'oni the table. .1 offered my arm to Cr.U'ia. and ahhongh Iho 
Don kept close lo our liccis, as though lo hear every wor<l wo cx- 
ehaiii^ed, yet I managed to speak lo her. 

" When shall I sci: you for a fow minnies alone?" I asked. 

" This cveninjj," sho replied. 

" Whoro?" 

" Why, where do you snjipose ? " 

"I have not tho slightest idea," I answered. 

" Then you arc uncommonly stnpid. Your sifliug-room adjoins 
mine, and my father's apartment is in front of tho house. Need 

" ilow shall J thank yon?" I asked. 

" By treating my father as Ihongh you desired to secure his 
love and respect. This you will have lo do before he wilt eon- 
sent lo our union." 

" I promise witli all my heart," I answered ; and leaving her at 
Dic door of the drawing-room, bowed and repaired lo my eliani- 
her lo dress for my horseback rido. 

Luckily I had brought a large valJso wifh me, filled wilh linen 
and- change of ontiiido clothing, and I don't care lo confe.is that 
all was of the first qiialily, and made to fit me by nn American 
tailor; for, let mo inform yon, genllo reader, fhat the majority 
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of Spttiitsh tnilot's ftre botchers, mid Imvc no innvo idoa of " fits " 
than a wild Africmi, who never saw a jiiiir of piiius. 

While seleeliii" my rklini; suit, I ennic across niy revolver, 
I do not know what pi'oiii|ite<t me, bnt examined the weapon 
anil foHiul it was oiu'efnlly londcd, and laid it upon llio table lo 
carry with inc. Upon going down stairs I siiw tlirce saddlo horses 
at the front door, mid the Don and Francisco awaiting mo. Gra- 
cia was also standing on the pinn/a to see lis start. 

"Ho careful, Kobcrt," Gracia whispered. "Yon must uot 
niake a failure before my father aud fUo sorvanls." 

" Neither shall I ; " and as I spoko iiioy led up a higli-spiritcd 
black horse which I was to riilo. 

I saw that the stirrups were of the right length, and that iho 
animal had a good curb-bit in his month, by means of which I 
could cut his tongue off with but a slight pressure upon the bridle. 
Tlio horse seemed full of fire, and I liked liini all the better for it. 

One of the servants buckled a pair of spni's upon my licols, 
and I was ready to " wiicii tho world with nohle horsctnanslii))." 
All watched my uiovomonts with eonsiderablo curiosity, for Spau- 
iuids will not admit that Aincrieaus know how to ride, aiul it 
iiuist be coiifcNScd (hat after seehig tlioni pick up silver dollnrs 
from the groimd while tlioir horses wore lit full spccJ, I was in- 
clined to believe tlicm. 

I laid my hand upon the pommel, gatlici'cd the reins up, aud 
then, while they thought J. was meditating o» tho matter, sprang 
into the saddle without toucliing a slirrnp. Tho horse gave n 
sudden bound and danced for a moment, but I soon had him in 
himd, and was too firmly seated to bo dismounted by any coniuioii 
shock. 

Wo turned onr horses' heads, and rodo along the cnrriagc-way 
until wo gained tho road. I looked back aud saw Gracia was 
watching ns; and as she was hid from sight throw mo a kiss, but 
her father did not see the action. 

" I shall first take yon to the sugar fields," said the owner of 
the plantation, " and lot you sco how !liO cane is cultivated. Tho 
negroes arc probably at work there hoeing, and you can iioiieo 
if they seem contented with their lot." 

While he was speaking we reached a path leading to a vast 
field which containetl as mncli as a thousand hctos, and was filleij 
with a crop of cane that looked uuconiinoiily nourishing. 
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Byilio sudden turn of a voad wo tRmo mion some six liim- 
(Ircd negroes, who ivcre afrijipcd lo tlieiv waists, and iiociiig ivilli 
iii)])lcmcii!s of tlto rudest kind, and not working ns tliough iheir 
Iiearts were fixed npoii cotnple(ii»s llic job ; yet cvcvy one of llio 
slaves was looking eontenled, nml many of lliem were singing, 
wliilo olliors joined in a elioriia. 

UjioTi Iiorscback, nrnied willi a wliip ami a brace of pistols, was 
the overseer of this division of slavoa. ilo was a swarthy-look- 
ing fellow, widi wicked l>Iack cyea, and did not look to me as 
Ibongh ho would aland long debating tJic merits and demerit.s of 
n, negro. Ko sainted tlio Don by lonebing his hat, mid looking 
infiniringly at Francisco and niyaclf. 

" IIow does the enno look, Ironta?" naked the Hon. 

" Never hotter, senor. Wo shall make five hundred more boxes 
lliis year than wo did last, unless Ibc rain fail us."- 

" Tlic saints be praised for that," was the pious Gjuciilnlioii of 
tbo l>on, " Next year wc can plant more cfine, for I have two 
hundred and Mty more slaves oji llLcir way to llic plantation for 
yon to break in." 

" I can do it, ecnor," was Itie answei' ; aiul the overseer craekcd 
his long whip as though ho rather liked the thought of wliat was 
before Inni. 

" As soon as they have gained sd'ength, set them at work," tho 
lunstcr said ; and the overseer botved in token of obedience. 

I sat on horseback and smoked a eigar, and watched iho slaves 
as they slincd up iJio laud and eradicated the weeds, which were 
growing Ijclvvccn tho rows of cane. I did not sec tliat the ne- 
groes were overworked, aiul I have seen in Iho Northern States 
boys driven twice as hard as thoy wei-c. Some of tliem would 
lean upon their hoes, and gaze at us with expressions of wonder 
upon their faces, and after a long slave would resnmo labor, satis- 
fied with llicir observation, white others woidd make some humor- 
ous obscr\'aliou which would set the blacks roiuing, to bo (jiiiek- 
!y silenced by tho loud snap of the overseer's wliij>; and when it 
did snap, the slaves went lo work with energy, as Ihougli to nuike 
amends for their idleness. From this I was convinced that tbo 
dark Ircnfa did not acruple to flog if occasion retpiirud. 

"They are a happy-looking set of negroes — aro ihey not?" 
Bskod Don Iiigrncia. 
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I I'cplieil (Imt flicy looked far from iiiiMCvablc, rmil hopcil (lia 
blacks ware ns well Irealcd on oilior jdiiiiliilions. 

As WG luniod our horses' IicimIs Io ride to Iho iicsl field, ilio 

" If you are going to (ho cattle-field, acnoi", yon must give timt 
English bull a wide bci'lh, for lie hci8 groivri ugly within a fe\y 
diiys. Last iiight lio gave chase to two of Ibo field Ininds, and 
they only suvcd themselves by ronchiiig a ti'oe." 

Don Iiigraeia latighed and said, — 

" Jf 1 had ft riiiHa I would attack the brute, and let niy fi'icuda 
see that I have not lost the Kktll which I once possessed. 1 ihink 
that with a good rope on hia hind leg X could soon take the fight 

The Don, like many other gentlemen of Cuba, wnsaeattic fan- 
cier, and hud been ut 8on)o expense in importing the best kind 
from Kiiglnud and iho United Htatoa, lie had a pasture contain- 
ing neiti'iy a ihonsand acres ; alt excellent laud, and suitable for 
the growth of coll'co and sugar, whenever the owner was disposed 
to break it up for thai ptirpoao. 

AVc rode lor some distance without seeing Ihe liertl ; they wore 
iu a valley whoi'c a small stream of water was running through a 
strip of most luxuriant vcgclalion,and were recliiung under shade 
trees, chewing their cuds, but not with sweet conlcntmenl, for iho 
mosquitos were quite thick, and were annoying (ho animals by 
thoir eliftrp attacks. 

Perhaps it was on this account the bulls were nmisnally sav- 
age; for 110 sooner did wo heave in sight than an old Spanish 
bull, a monster of ugliness, commenced roaring and throwing 
Ihe earth into llic air as he pawed it with his hoofs. This vicious- 
ness was soon communicated to an Kuglish bull, which came 
ruuuing from iho other side of a small hill; and iho brutes, in- 
stead of fighliu" ciicli other, scorned disposed to make cominon 
cause and fight ns. 

I must confess that our position was not a pleasant one, and I 
suggested as much to the Don ; but that genlleiniin was disposed 
to laugh. 

" lio not alarmed, senor," he said, " for I know Iho habits of 
these animals, and think they are peaceable, hook at tjiat Devon 
cow. Old you ever see anything equal her?" 
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" I ficc her," I i-oplied, " bn( I eau't Iielp Boeing those bulls at 
(he sninc liino. If ever two animals ineniil iiiisohicf, tliey tlo, and 
I lliiiik wc liad biillcr beat n rclrcfit wbilc there is time." 

" Ami I sccoml ihat motion with all my benrl," crieil Fran- 
cisco. " If cvci' an aiiimnl had a ^lite against mc, that i>ij;; bull 
lins, and jnst bceaiise I have winkctl at liini hvo or tliroo times. 
Lot lis leave tlic brnles (o their ends mid masquilos." 

The Don smiled nnil moved hia hoi'se nearer (o the bulls, an 
though to show how miicli Ihcy were miiligiied, and as lie did so, 
he turned to jioinlouta favorite heifer among the herd. The bulls 
seemed (o consider this as an offer of combat, and were not sloiv 
to accept the challenge. I Kaw them lower (heir heads, ami rush 
towards the Uon, while I forgot my own safety in thinking oC that 
of Gracia'a father. I spurred my horse towards hini, and shotiled 
to him to bo on his guard ; but the old scntlemaii was thinking of 
his favorite, and did not notice me, and the next iiislant iiorso 
and rider were rolling over and over on the grass, the horse with 
two terrible wounds in its side, ihrongh which the enirails pro- 
truded. 

I fouml that the animal I rode was frightened, and that it was 
impossible to spur hini towards the scene; but if the life of the 
old gentleman was to be .saved, it was necessary I should 
exert myself. I did not think that if he was out of the way it 
would bo easy for me to enjoy liis weiillh by marrying his dangh- 
tor without the slightest opposilion. No; my only fhonght was 
to save iiim, even at the risk of my own life. 

As soon as the horse and rider had fallen, the two bulls stopped 
for a moment to snrvey the damage which they had occasioned. 
The pause enabled me to i-ccollect I had a loaded revolver in 
my pocket, and that I could use it to great advantage in pro- 
locling myself and the Don. As for I'raneisco, ho had galloped 
rewards a gate as fast as his Iiorso could carry him ; and, to 
[ell the truth, I did not much blame him, for why should ho en- 
danger his life to save that of n man who ho knew cared noth- 
ing for him, owing to their different positions in society? 

Finding that my horso had never been trained to encounter 
cattle, and would not approach the bulls, I dismounted, and 
throwing the bridle over, my left arm, advanced upon the animals. 
At that lime Don Iiigracia was struggling to get upon his knees, 
having cxtriciUed himself from hencalh the wounded horse. The 
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old gentlemaii, I iiolicetl, was a lilllc wilil, and SGCmcd like ono 
vlio had lost Ihr sclf-posscfisian. 

As I advanced, tho bulb were nliont to cliavgc foi' a second 
time u[ion Ihc ))oii, and I know tliat if llicy did, Uicy woidd 
BOOH stamp ont all evidence of vilality wliidi he contained. I 
(hei'cforo created a divci'sion in liis favor by stiouliag, and tlins 
nltracted the animals' attention; and as soon as llicy saw mo, 
they seemed to coniprcliend llmt I was Ihc real enemy whom 
thoy had got (o encounter, and thai iliey wonld battle whb mo 
Aviihont fear or fiivor. 1 saw them mcasnre the diMlancc which 
eepavaled ns, and I noted ihcir eyes flash lii'e as they pawed tho 
earth and bellowed forth a defiance. 3My horse Ireniblcd violently, 
and showed no inclination to advance farther ; yet I confiancd to 
move on in ihe direction of the animals nntil I waa within two 
rodsoflhom, when I stopjwd and awaited tho onset, and to do 
that suceessfidly drew my revolver and cocked it. 

I was not snfl'ered lo vcinain long in snspenso. Tho bulls 
grew move in earnest every moment. They throw clods of earth 
into the air, and ihc foam issued from their noslrila in llakcs. I 
stood before them calmly awailiii}; their eliarge, and with my plans 
already developed. I east one quick ghmco at Don Ingraeia, lo 
see if ho was safe, and found ihat ho was .sealed on iho f-rass 
looking at Ihe animals and myself with considerable wonder. I 
feared that if my antagonists defeated nic, they would turn their 
attention lo the Don, and defeat him also ; so I gave him a word 

" Don Ingracia," I said, *' conio this way, and mount my horse, 
and make your escape. Thci-o is timo cnongh lo do so." 

" And what will you do?" asked the old genlleinan, quite com- 
posedly. 

"O, I will lake care of myself," I said. 

" And I'll stay and help yon," was the answer, 

" Are you injured?" I asked. 

" My log is Ktitr where the horse rolled on it, but othcrwisG I- 

I had no time to say more. With a mighty bellow the two 
bulls came towards me, and the rascals seemed lo have agreed to 
a division of their work, for the Spanish bull aimed at mo, and tho 
Knglish bidl slecreil for the hor.se. 

I found I could not be ccnaiu of my nijn if I held on to tho 
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liovfie, for he was pliingitift violently to free liiinsclf, so I slijujcd 
(lie bridto from my flriii aiitl let him run; aiid he did rnn, with 
iho Kiiglish bull close to his hccb, ft jMiir of horns miikitiy un- 
pleasant gyrations towards his haunches. Itiit I had no time to 
nolo more, for t hud to atlciiil lo my own snfcly. The Spanish 
hull meniit mischief, iind ovidcnily counted on lossiuf; mc on his 
horns without the slightest i-csistanco ; Uiit ho was slightly disap- 
pointcd, for when he was whliiii six feet of mo, X aimed my re- 
volver fitiv at his hatfA, flrcd, and then jumped aside. 

Tho ball struck fair, for I hoard it; but the hull's head had 
waged too many combats lo ho easily alTected ; therefore the hnllet 
flaifoncd and rolled off as though it had atrnck against a wall of 
steel. On went the animal, while the only notice ho took of 
my jirosencc was (o shake his head more fiercely, and to bellow 
louder. 

The aniLua! ran ahotit a rod heyoud me, slopped suddenly, 
and wheeled about to sue what bad heeomc of me. He appeared 
sh'^lilly astonished, for according to his calculation I should have 
hecu some twenty feet in the aif, and t'cvolvinj; on my own axis 
towards ibo earth, like ouc of iho planets. lie evitleutly did not 
know what lo make of it, but his pluck was eqim! lo his bulk, and 
he dctcrmiued to try again. 

" My friend," cried (he Don, who was still pealed, too much 
excited to make his escape, " I'm fearful that l>ull will goro you 
to death,*' 

The Don was (|uitc gen lie manly, ami would have Iiclpcd mo if 
he euuld. As it was, he could not help himself, and thorcioro 
was to bo excused. 

" I shall try (o prevent him," I answered ; and I ivould liavt 
said more, but the bull demanded all my attention just at thai 
moment; for ho niado a second plniigo at mo, witli his head 
close to the ground, and his horns moving as though a nest 
of hornets was flying around him. lie steered directly for mo, 
his tail standing out as .straight as a studding-sail boom, and tho 
hair on his neck cm-ling into hard knots from the efieets of his 
rage. I thought, as [ awaited tlio onset, I would try him on 
auolher tack, for I didn't intend to waste any more powder and 
hall. When ho was within six foot of mc, I stepped one side, 
and lie plunged along ; but as he did so, I put the muK^tlo of my 
revolver close to his fore- shoulder, aud lireil. 
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Tlio luigo bruto I'ftTi on for a few feot, ihcn faltered nud fell 
upon his kiicos, Tlie blood gushed oiit of lila ^^■oumI in torrents, 
ftiiil after sevei'nl atlonipts lo rise, tho Bniniiil roUcd over on his 
bUIo, and bolloweil a ileath-song to his indifferent bnreni, most 
of whom were feeding quite compOHedly tipon the liillsidc. 

Then Don Ingi'itcia saw 111 to i-lso and oomo towards mo, 

" I sn|)|inse there is no danger of him now," he said. 

"I tifink not," 1 answered. 

The Don began to praise my conduct, wliidi I know meant 
flint J should rcialialc and praise him at some future day, 'i'lio 
task was not im agreeable one, but ^vhat was I to do ? I loved 
liis danghlcr, and loved her more and ijjore ns I saw that (here 
was a prospect of losii>g liei', I whs dolopniiiicd to secure the 
old man's respect if possible, and (lien ask liini for the lady's 
hand. If he did not conseni, there wore other ways of proceeding, 
and no flattery would be used. 

Jtcforo we reached the gate, Francisco, aocompauied by the 
overseer, Irenta, and a do/.cn of llie field hands, were seen rushing 
towards us, and they expressed some surprise when they saw wo 
were safe, 

" Safe !" cried tlie Don ; " yes, the saints bo praised, wo arc 
safe ; but, Seiior Francisco, it is not by your valor, for you de- 
aerted us at tho first charge." 

"And why did I do so?" asked my friend, without tlic slightest 
confusion. "Was I not ntliickcd by a boll as well as you, and 
did I not lead him away to a distant part of tlio field, so that you 
could have a fair llglit? Didn't I also go for help? and lo ! the 
help is here ; " and Francisco pointed lo tho grinning negroes who 
were grouped around na. 

As his story was sirlelly true, tho Don had nothing more lo 
say ; but I could sec by his face that lie didn't believe what had 
been nitcred, and probably thought tliat Francisco shouhl Jiavo 
perilled his life, and cousidcred himself amply repaid H'ith a word 
for so doing, 

" As I SCO you aro a little stiiV, perliaps yori will honor me 
by taking my horiic. I assuixs you 1 can walk ; " and Francisco 
dismounted. 

The Don didn't like the idea of walking to Ins house willi a 
lame leg, and he didn't wish to confess lie was injured in the 
le .St. lint the lamo limb carried the day, a!)d by the aid of tho 



AN- iNTBiivir.w. 289 

elavea the old gciiHenmn was hoisfoil upon the back of Oie home, 
niul startoil for liorno, wluto Fi'imuisco ftiul niyaclf followed slowly 
after; Iho overseer ami tlie slaves jnoeeedeil io llie spot where 
tlio ilenil bull lay, for the purpose of serving it onl lo llio work- 
men as food for (lio next day. 

" Did you hear the old fool?" asked I'Vaiicisco, as wo walked 
along. 

" What do you mean? " I said. 

" Wliy, Ilia sneering at nte lioeansc I put spurs to my horse 
when a bull was close npoa me, and would have thought no moro 
of lossing mo than a nigger baby. I'm not Siieli a fool as (o sac- 
rifice myself on his account, although I ean't say how I should 
feel if I was in love with his daughter." 

" Perhaps yon would have acted as I have ilone," I replied. 

" I'crhaps i should," responded I'raiicisco, douhtirtgly ; " but I 
have my suspicions that I should not." 

Wc voaehed the house, and found it in an iipronr. Servants 
were hurrying lo and fro ; one was ou horseback jusi slartiug for 
ft doctor. Every one was concerned and excited hccaiisc tho 
great man of the niausioii had met with an accidciil, and injured 
OHoof liis legs. Graci.1 was with her father, — so one of the sor- 
vanis told mo, -— and I judged that the old gentleman was some- 
thing of a Tartar when confuicd (o his room. 

At length I scut word to licr, niid she promised to join mo in 
the siltiiig-room in a few minutes ; anil to that apartment I re- 
paired, eager for an interview, for it seemed an ago since 1 had 
spoken lo her privately. 

It was just vlark ivh'en I went to the room and impalicntly 
awailMl the appearance of Graeia. The cnsiom of (he country 
is to sil in Che dark as long as possible, because a light attracts 
so many winged insects, and compels Iho closing of the win- 
dows, excluding (hat air which is so delicious after the sun has 
set, ladcnod as it is with so many delightful perfumes. So 
absorbed was 1 in coniemplating and listening to matters out of 
doors, that I did not hear Graeia when she entered Ihoapariiueiit, 
ajid she laid her small hand upon my -shoulder before I was awaro 
of her presence. 

" What a gallant knight," she said, " (o .■^ciid for a lady, and 
fall asleep while waiting for her !" 

I caught her in my arms, and pressed her most fervently to my 
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Jicai't, and, (o lull tlic trutli, alio maiJe not the sliglifcHt objee- 
fioiis, 

" Cnn j'Oii remniii long?" I asked. 

" Not more Ihiiii Imlf an hour," slio replied, " nnd tin n 1 slinU 
liavo lo retiii-n lo my father, who is frclting becmiio one of Ins 
slnvcH Uaa run iiwny Ihis cvotiiiig, ntiil gono to Iho inoitnlniiii 
Iti Hpilc of ihc condition of his leg, ho is ilctormiiiud to f;o in pnr- 
anit in Ihc morning, for lie fears thnt if one slave ii •.iillticd to 
cRcnpc, it wilt ciicoiirngc otiicrs to tiinko the Atlcinpt " 

"How is your father's injury?" 

" It is not iieiir its bad he expoctcil, and the physician lajs ho 
can iiiDiiiit his liorso to-morrow, if ho desires. He spe iks in 
glowing terms of you, and says that yon saved his liff, Iheic it 
one thing I wish yow would promise inc," she whispui,! 

" I will promise anything you please," I aiiHwcrciI 

" If my father conchidcs lo search for the slave to monow, I 
want you lo accompany him." 

" I could enjoy myself much better at home with yoti," I an- 
swered. 

" I grnnt it," was the veidy, " but it is on youi- account I ask 
this favor. My father intimated tome he should like yowr com- 
pany, but felt some delicacy in inviling you. If we are separated 
for a few hours, consider hoi\' dcHghlfut it will scum to look for- 
ward to our meeting again," 

" I don't like the business of hunting a slave who has made a 
bold strike for his libcrly ; yet lo oblige you and win you, I wouki 
do most anything. There will be sonie excitement in the chase, 
and perhaps I can beiiofit the poor fcllo\^ we ride after. Yes, I 
will go, but 1 must have a kiss to pay for my consent." 

Soon aficrwarils I strolled out upon the piax^n, whore the 
major-domo found me, and staled that tho Don desiiod my pres- 
ence in his private apartment. 

" Ah, my friend," he said, as I entered the room, " I am glad 
to see you. You saved my life to-day, and now I'm under double 
obligations to you. Here's Gracia, however, who does not seem 
lo bo so glad lo see you as I could ivish. Come, girl, smile npou 
the gcntloinau who saved your life and mine." 

" Indeed, father, I'm so much concoi'iicd regarding your health, 
that il's doubtful if I can call up a smile for any one. Hut in my 
lieart I'm deeply sensible of Ihc obligations imdcr which we labor." 
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" 'riiiit'a well saitl, mill I'lt coiiaeiit tliat your siiiilo kIiuH re- 
;ii!tlii liiiktcti fill' n few diiyit. Come, young geEillciimii, bo scntcil, 
luui liilk iviiti nic of America, or I'll talk wiili you of S|nuii, uiul 
toll you wlmt ft gram! naiion it is. To-morrow it is jii'obablo 
I shall not see you nil day, for ono of my best slaves has run 
oft', and I'll hunt for a week but I'll find him. Tlio uiigraluful 
IiouikI — I've Ircaleil him like a child for years, and may the 
KaiiilA curse hitii for doing an bo ims done. If I Hud him, I'll cut 
bis Muck hide nut il it assumes uuoiber color. If 1 could iiulueuyou 
lo join me to-morrow, I think I could aUovt you a feature of our 
couulry n stranger rarely sues," ibc Don said, turning to me, unit 
speaking as ibougb lie ralhcr thought I would itcolino. 

" Inocciit llic invilalion," I siiid, "not for (be purpose of slave- 
hunting, — for I vaibor like the pluck of the follow who bas run 
away, — but ibr tbc purpose of being near you, and aiding you if 

" You give mo joy to tbink I'm to have tbo presence of so ra- 
tional n man. I usually leave (bcso ibings to my overseer; but 
the slave who has lelt mc is of some imporlance, aad I desire his 
capture iibovc all tbings. We sball start soon after duylighl." 

I bowed and took nky Icavo, but it was a lato hour buforo X 
slept, for Gracirt and I had much lo talk of before we retired. 

" Wc shall Imvo fine weather for (bo bnni," the Spaniard siiiil, 
as bo sipped bis cofl'cc (he nest morning. " Irenta tells mo that 
ibc dogs arc eager and in good spirits, and will take the scont 

" What dogs?" I asked, in astonishment. 

" Why, (be Cuban bloodhounds, (o bo sure. IIow did you sup- 
pose wc could find tbc slave wi(hout tbcir assistance ? " 

I began (o feel sorry that I had embarked in such an enter- 
prise, but I saw no way to recede. 

" I have two of (bo best dogs in (bo country," the Don cou- 
liimcd. "Tbeyare fed and nt(ended by while men alone, nud 
are langbt (o always manifest signs of hostility to negroes. They 
can take a trail and keep it for forty-eight hours widiout sleep or 
rest, and within (birty-six hours of an escape. By bloodhounds 
we arc enabled lo keep our slaves in subjection, and prevent them 
from taking to (bo woods i for (be blacks fear the dogs, and well 
ilioy may. The animals arc not scrupulous when ouco they hava 
come up with a .nnawuy." 
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" ]!ut liHvo you thoui'lit of ihebiirUnrily of siicli n inolliod?" 1 
askuil, tviilioul f^Iopping lollihikof (he iinportfinco of llio question. 

"To t>c sure I Ihitve. It is cruel to liuul sliives wiih dogs, but 
it is much move crnvA to lose yoiiv |)roperiy. All jilmilcrs witli 
largo gi'UgB of slaves kee|i (logs, Hud very usofiil tliey arc." 

I sliook my lieiid, but llic Don only sin ilotl. 

"Why, (ho peoiilo of (ho Uuiicd Stales liave hunteil Indians 
with do;;*!, and cveii your governiDcul has jiurohasiitl tliom fov a 
Biniihiv )>iir|io;io." 

I tolU him I Ihonght not. 

" Then I will convince yon (hat such is the case. My neigh- 
bor, Don Knriqiie, has been cnga«cd in breeding liloodhoinids 
for sale for many years, A fiiw nioiiihs since he sold the Amer- 
ican consul at llaviiua (hiily of tlie animals, lU an enormuns price. 
Tlie dogs went to Florida to hunt the Indians. They wcro 
Ixiughl lor Ihat pin-posc, and used for thai purpose, and I think 
the Stale Department will iiulorsa my s(alomoiit." 

Of course I had no more (o say on that point, and by the tinio 
wc hail finisheil our ooO'eo anil cliickons, wo wore ready for a 
start. The cvit-looUing Ircnlii, overseer, entered (he room, ami 
announced lliat (ho liorsca and dofis were ready. 

"The dogs arc lively," he said, with a wicked smile, " and 
would think nothing of eating a negro for breakfast. For fear ot 
nccideuls I have put mu/.Kle.s on them, for 1 know you esteem tlio 
black rascal who has leCi- yon." 

The Don made a faint show of scciniiig glad, but Ilhou^dit 
he would have had hut lidle ohjociiou (o so cxciling a spec- 
tacle ; for Spaniards love .cock lights, bull halls, (iger figlKs, and 
badles of every kind excepting lliosc decided by a charge of bay- 
onets and cavalry. Tiiosc (hoy don't like, and I don't know that 
I blame (hem much. 

We lighted cigars, filled our cases wi(h the same, and then 
found our horses at (lie front door. Two overseers, besides the 
Don and myself, were of the party, and wc wei-e considered suf- 
ficient to cope with the slave by (ho aid of (wo dogs and our 
knives and pistols, 

I must coufcHS I entertained a pretty good opinion of (ho 
smarlncssof (he runaway, when I saw such Ibrniidahic prepara- 
tions to captui-c him ; biil wo sprang into wir saddles, — the Don 
with a few gioaiis as he lliotiglu of hia bruises, — and then rodo 
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to ihe iloK-kcnncI, which was iiciir llio stable, and so siliialeil lliat 
only tliu ovuvscci-s could Iiavi! ai'CCMS lo it (lii'iiiigli lliu lioii.se 
wlititli limy inliiibiliiil Willi llicir laiiiilius. This iin'aii<;iimi;rit ))i'c< 
vciilcd ihc iiogrocs from bBUoniiiig rnmihai' wilh the tlo;^a, mill 
Ihi^reliy I'cfiisiii^ to truil them in I'ltsu llicy cscupcil, as siidi ihinga 
JmU occurred on phiitlntiuiis wliuru disciiiliiiu wiia light. 

Ii'uiiln went into one oC Iho lionses, and vclunicd with two 
bloodhounds of ciiormous sine. They were of n dcej) buy color, 
wiih huge jiiws and powerful hiiuuchcs, but did not suem any 
too good-muurcd oven towards tlieir maslcrs, for I lOiiily thonglit 
the brutes would have taken moiithfidt; from the oyei'iieei''H body 
by wiiy of « lunch, if llicy liad tiot becu mun/.led. Tussibly they 
more lliiiii imlf snspoctcd Ireiitii wns a nej;ro, and he was black 
enoii[;h for one, llierc is no donbt. 

'The hounds wore kept in control by means of a leash ; other- 
wJKC ihey would have started off upon the first negro's track 
they eunic across, and would have followed the poor black, and 
torn him down, even if ho had been seiiled in the midst of his 
family. They uttered two or llirco impatient bays when they 
found that ihcy conid not start olV al pleasure, and then, with 
sulky airs, lay down lo rest and await our pleasure. 

'• They arc in good eoudiiioii this morning," Ircutii said, with 
a cold-blooded smile, " and can follow a iiefiro for hoiu's over 
hills and ihiongh woods. Tlicy are game animals, and worthy of 
oven the captain general," 

" Ah, that they are," ihc Uou said. " I don't licHevc his ex- 
cellency over saw a paii' which could lake a slave as neat. They 
do honor to tlieir training." 

The overseer touched his lial at the eomplimeni, aud pa'icd the 
dogs ; bat they did not seem to apprechtte thu llaltery, and looked 
more evil disposed than CN'er. 

"JIow," I asked, "are the dogs lo know the direction iha 
slave has taken?" 

" Wo will soon show the senor that Iho dogs arc trained in Iho 
most approved maimer ;" and as Jrenia spoke, he entered his 
house, and returned with a pair of old pants which had belonged 
lo tlie Liegi'o who hud cscapOil. 

The pants were laid bcfoi'o ihe dogs, but thoy refused lo lake 
Ihe loiisi notice of them, and cast their briglit eyes upon ohjecia 
afar oil", as though tliey longed to be at work. 
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"It's 110 Hse, senov," Irctita sitid, looking nt llic Don; " tlia 
(logs will no! liike tlio scunt witli llic iiuu/.lcs on." 

"Tlioii oft" Willi llicm, ill the namo of Uic siiinfs," cried liio 
Don. " II IK belter to Iciir llie elave limU froni limb lliim let him 
cscH|)o without some |)miishiiiont." 

'J'lits iv«3 an oi'dor wliich iho overseers relished. I could lell 
thai by ihc fji'im smile which stole over their swavlhy fcntures, 
Add by llio glitter of ihoir black eyes. What cared they, in llie 
excitement of (he limii, bow much tbo runaway suffered? The 
muKxIcs were lalteu off, and the huijo and sinewy brutes HHorcd a 
bay of joy as tlicy licked ihcir chops, and snnll'ed ibc morning air. 

"They Imvo not been fed for twenty-four hours, senor," said 
Irentii, with a glance of iidmiration at flic dogs ; " and if they 
ehould meet the black rai^eiil, bis life would not bo worth u rcnl." 

"So much the betlci'," replied the Don. " The slave bad no 
gratitude, or he would never have left so kind a master as 1 have 
been lo him." 

I thought iiis ovei'seers could have fold a Oifl'ereiit story Inul 
tbcy been so disposed, and I wondered what llic.y had done lo 
the black lo drive him away from his homo; ami while I vim 
wondering and specubiting, Irenta spread the I'Oggcd panis hoforo 
the dogs, and they commenced snijllng at them eagerly, mid then 
with noses close lo Ihc ground they eireled round and round, in- 
creasing the circumference of the circles each uiinutc, until jus! as 
flicy reached llic orchard, beneath an orniiKc Irce, the hounds ut- 
tered fierce buys, and started off lowiirda a liij^h hill which skirted 
the extensive p!an!atiou of Don Ingrncia, and which was covered 
with li-cos and underbrush. 

" Now, then, Senor Cajiitan, wo nuist follow," cried Don lugra- 
cia, striking bis spurs inio his horse's sides, and causing bini to 
clear a fcnco with a bound. I followed and kept close to the Don, 
while the two overseers remained near the dogs, whieh ran with 
Hoscs to the ground, not faster tiiau eight miles an, hour. 

"The scent is I'ecblo," said the Don, " but I will wager nn 
ounce that it will lead us to tbo Devil's Glen in less than throe 

1 tlion learned that the glen was a place inacecssiblc to horses, 
and iioled n9 the resort of all the runaway slaves in the iicighhor- 
liood. 
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AND JIOW WE MBT WITH SF.VKliAI, ADVKNTUHKS ON TIIK WAY, 

"Wy. passed over an inicullivatcd eouTitry, our course fiomctinic: 
leading ns among bushes bo Ibick Ihiit it was exlremcly dilticuli 
to urge ouv animals Ihiwigli Ihem. Af oliier limes wo crossed 
eninll slroiims imd bogs, wliore our Iiorscs floiindercd UHlil Hicy 
were iiciirly up lo llicir saddle givUis in mud and water ; but still 
tlie bloodlionuda kept tlio scout, and if ptinided it was only for ii 
iiioiuont. Tiiey tracked the slave as H'«ly as tlioitgli lie had been 
but a few rods in advance of tlicm, and in siglit all of (lie time. 

The nionntain, towards wliicli wo were direcljng our course, 
looked barren and rngged, and its base diil not aconi more llian five 
miles from the plantation when we slarlcd ; but I found that ap- 
jjeainnccs were deceilfnl, and at nine o'clock wo were still toiling 
on under a wuii ^vliicli seemed to blister llic fikin npon otir hands and 
faces, altliongli both were proiceled by hats aud gloves. Our 
horses, too, sniTcred inlcnscly, billen as liioy were by swamp flies 
and mosqnilos of iiiauintoth si»:e and unparalleled ferocity, Hut 
still we pressed on, ascending n rising grade, leaving the li-eca and 
bushes beliind us. 

" The sainis bo praised," njuttcred tlio Don, " we are almost 
at flie place whei'c we can dismount from these beasts aud stretch 
our limbs. Had I known the sun was so hot, i should liavo re- 
mained at liomc." 

I ^visbcd ho had known il, for I (honght hoiv imicli more 
pleasant my time woidd have passed had Graeia been by my side. 
Sleeping or waking, she was ever in my thonghla, and I had 
reason lo believe I was the only object she cared for, wtih the 
exception of lior/atlicv. 

W'c struggled up a Bleep hill so slippery that even the horses 
could hardly mainiaiu their fooling, and pressed close upon the 
dogs until we reached the summit ; and then a halt was called, and 
a wulcoiue ono it was to us all. 



,1 Google 



296 A si,Avi:ii's advknturks. 

•' Ilore ," sail! Irenla, " wc leavis llic lioiscs, for it is itnposgi. 
Wo for tliem lo go faitl.er. We have lo itMceis.i rhe hiil, ami lliuii 
wo sliatl know wiicflier tlio shivo Uas fsenpoil to (lie jilou." 

We dismoiiutcO oiul lied ohi' (tniinnls to some Hlinibs wliieli j;i'ew 
upon the riill, tinil wlijeli formed iiu excellent sliatlc fov ilic bviitcs 
from tlicliotfiuii ; but before we started on foot, the second ot'Ci'iiecr, 
I'edro, took from a knapsack (tasks of cliirot nnJ n glasi, Tlio 
i^i^ht of llic wine was far from being itmvelcoinc, for our ttiroitls 
\M;re parciiod by our long rido. Wo drank « fumblcr fall of ttie 
ihuet, Oiteb of us, and thou lurning, followed liic doj;s down 
ilie liill, and floundered on amid wrecked trees ivbicli bud been 
uprooleil by luin-ieaiics, and from (he tninks of which new kIiooIs 
were lilliug (heir hcflds only to be served in llie some niiinner by 
the next fierce shock Ibat swept (hroiigb Iho valley, leaving ruin 
and iIcstFuetion bcliind. All was quiet and .silent as deulli. Kven 
the Itouitds uttered no bays, as though llicy knew that tlio end 
of our miiisiou wa» near; but they followed the scent with noics 
close to Iho ground, and uilh (heir blood-red tongues hanging 
fi-om tlicir ivioulbs, from which dripped drops of foam. 

We wcro near a dccayetl tree, whieli had yielded yeiiva before to 
tho wind, and I was about lo spring over i(, when t was chci'kcd 
by a sudden bias which souiKlcd so ouiiuons it was not uecca- 
sary to tell nio that danger was before us. The dogs were on 
the tree, and about lo spring to Iho ground ; but at Iho soinid of 
tho hisa, tbey di-cw back, and manifested some signs of terror, 
I did not move, for my experience In Africa had taught me that 
near at hand was a serpent, and one of (he venomous kind, 
1 feared lo stir, for I did not know but I might step on the slimy 
monster; and while I was looking among Ibc underbrush and de- 
cayed liiubs, the devil prompted Ironta lo come up and push the 
bounds off tho trunk of the tree, but holbrc I had time to warn 
him that danger was before ns. 

"There in a snake near at baud," I said. " Troud carefully or 
yon may stop on him." 

"A suakol" cried all three Spaniards in a breath. "The 
Virgin j)roteet us ; " and overy man of Ihcni crossed himscll" us 
Ihough already bitten. 

" Where is he?" eried the Don, glancing around with nervous 
haste, and retreating backwards with tremliling steps. 

I had no occasion lo answer the qucsliou. On tho other side 
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of llic fallen tree lliero was a eiiddcn yelp, tiiid I saw one of ihe 
hoiiiiils in ilie tjmbiuee of ji snukc, wliiuli wiis not liiryei' in cii'eum- 
fcreiico ilmii ii silver dolliir, ami uot inm-o tliau iivo feet long, as 
ncai- (IS I eoiiM jiul^o. From the liooO wpoii the snake's neck, 
1 llioiiglit it was a cobra, one of llio most venomous reptiles in 
Cuba. Its bite is deiitb, nnd animals of all kind stmn it wUh 
an instinctive dvcnd of its jwwci', with (ho sin-jlc exeejjlion of the 
hog, which boitUy oflcrs combat, and always triuniplis by eating 
lis Riivcranry, and nppcars bnl lilllo affefrlcd by the biles wliich it 
receives dni-ing tho fighl. This is probably owing to the fat npoii 
the body of the porcine, poison not being able to penetrate !o its 
vital pai-ls. The slaves tell of many despevaio combats betvveeu 
the cobra and hog, bnt tlicy always acknowledge lliat the latter 
conquers, and coueludc by caling the body of the slain willi fero- 
cious satisfaction and keen relish. 

As I said bulbrc, the honnd nllcrcd a yelp of terror upon being 
allackcd, and strove with its ponderons jaws to bile tbe cobra j 
but the snako was too qnick in i(s moiiims, and I coidd sec, 
while standing near, regarding (ho %bt, llial tbe reptile's fangs 
were repeatedly struck at the hound's neck, and each bite was 
succeeded bj aHOil ol ttiioi on tho pait ol tho do», i\htli tht mi- 
inal thai was unni|nrid su Idenly tinned, and »i)h its tad between 
ils legs sinuk i sdaijit line loi home too nniih liightencd at 
tha position of its tonipimon to think o! icndLiui^ a sistince, or 
to cnro about the li ul ishidi it had followed w f lUhlullj duiing 
the forenoon 

Tho light bU«een the smko and Ihe do„' wa-< soon leinii- 
iialed. Tho pot on whieb tho foinici hul (ommunicalcd (o the 
latter began to woiK and in llii, niniutLS the hound was liaidly 
able to stand, and ''ei.mid quite be\\ildci<.d, \sln1e the cobia quiet- 
ly cominenL(,d j u) aiations foi kaving tho bod\ of iti Mctim 

Dnring all this tnne our piitj was too mnch astonislud to oft'er 
the hound the least assistance. 1 ho Spaniards were as loarfui of 
tho deadly enemy as myself, and perhaps more; and while tho 
fight was going on, they stood crossing themselves, and calling 
upon the sainls to look down and protect ihcsn. 

" Diuhlo ! " cried the Don ; " the viper will kill my dog. Ireuta, 
save him from snth a fate." 

" Ah, senor, but the cursed beast will bite nie, whom the saints 
proicet fi'om such a death. iSIay the devil coiitbvmd him, and buru 
bim for this." 



,, Cookie 



" But iny <loK," nuitforcil t!io l>oii, wlio took excellent cove to 
keep Ht a disiaucc. 

Ircjilii Riinig^cil Ilia slioiildoi'a, ftiiii sliowod no inclirinlioii of 
BBviiig iho iiiiiiiinl, even if siieli a iliing were possible. The Don 
grew iudignaiit. 

" Ii'enla," he sniil, " will you kill llie snake, whom the ilevil 
take, or iiuiJiit I lose the dog?" 

" Tlie tto^ is nh-endy lost," I said, coming to the relief of the 
overseer, mtich to his grntiflciitioii. " All llio BMrgeons in Cuba 
could not siive bini, and it is (iseless for u brave man to endanger 
Ilia life by tliinking of siicli u thing." 

The ))oii ivns under too many oblignlinns (o me to get enraged, 
and tlierct'oi'e kept at n safe distance, nml asked, — 

» Can't wc kill the devil, and thus revenge tlio dog? Ho ia a 
noble animal, and cost nie two oniicos when a l)n|i<" 

The cobra was satisfied with what it had done, for it. began to 
crawl away from the dog, bnt biased na ihougb it bnled ua more 
than the boiiait. Once tlie reptile stopped and raised ila hooded 
bead, and ila aharp eyes gleamed at na as though uncertain wlielli- 
cr wc filioidd he spared. 1 thought it a ahaino to let llio anakc cs- 
capo, bnt did mit care to attack it witli a atick, so tried tbo cll'ect 
of powder and ball, and the next instant the cobra was making iho 
dust fly as it lied itself nj) iu knots, and oven bit its own body in 

My sibot had taken eft'ecl in tbe bead of tlie snake, and its power 
to injure waa gone. Even the honnd rejoiced at tbo revenge, for 
the dying brute raised itself upon ila lore lega and nttcred ono deep 
bay, and then tumbled over dead, and the cobra was not long in 
following his example. It straightened ila body out, uttered ouo 
hiss, and gave up the gboat. 

" A cussed viper I " muttered ihc Don, aciKiog a atick and pound- 
ing tbe body. " It killed ouo of my beat dogs, and what am I to 
do now, I abould like to know?" 

I fold them, aa wc were in the immediate vicituty of tbe glcii, 
tbflt wc had belter coutimio our exploitation a, iv-ilb a careful oyo 
for cobras — a remark that made all threo of the Spaniards glnnco 
aronnd among the bruali most nel'voualy. . 

]V[y advice carried the day. Wo resolved to juish on ; and oi» 
we wont, Biarilcd at every rustic of the leaves, and expecting to 
6CC a snake at every step. At longlh wc reached tbe passago 
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lliftt ivas to loml us to tlic glon. It was not twenty foot wide, iiikI 
liiul been foniied at sonic early jieriod by flio rains, whicli Imd 
waslicd clown ttio monntains anil gullied out iho flpnoc. It v/aa 
rough and wi]<], mvl contained dead Irces, swept from tlio sides 
of tlio nimintnins, and iitigo ro<ikn wliicli could Iiavo ciiishcd an 
army, if one had entered tlio gorge on lioslilc inlenla. 

Over Bucb debris we passed along slowly, leaping fi-oni (roes to 
Stones and stones 1o trees, and ull the 
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ture, wliieh wns liovcring over ttio water. 
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Inict some sirong reason for letting tbe Spanii 



1 lid 1 g 

II I I 

of tlio most solitary look- 
j in sight but a lingo vul- 



iselled next, but 
ng to turn back, 
fori 
ibat the only 



AmoricAM of the parly could stand I'utiguo with llio best of tlic] 
Ireiita's heart I had won by killing the snake, and standing be- 
tween hini and l!io Don. 'I'lio second overseer looked to Ii-cnta 
for advice, and believed as ho believed. 

" Wo will leave the Don to giiai-il ihe outlet to tlie glen," I said, 
" while we separalo and search for llie sbn'o. It will save (iino, 
and enable iis to relurn lo the plantation before dark." 

Tlio Don didn't like iho armngenicnl, but he finally consonlod. 
and while tho two ovci-acers walked off in one direction ai'omid ih( 
lake, I walked oil' in another, with no fears and no hopes of meet- 
ing the one I wns in search of; and, to (ell the tnilli, I did uot 
have any great wish to, for I thought that a single-handud (iglit 
with a dospei'atc slave was not waiiling lo comploto my reputa- 
tion at yan I'liilipo. 
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I liftil wilked 1 lliiiik, iilwul li iir 1 mile tiom (lie pliice «l>ero 
iiccnfeul iiml«is llio n,< ^( lieuKil) ti.t. i . I 1 hi. Inn si. n 
J tlujnj,lit I wimlil -MMt a dump ol Irec, nml icM m>selt iii llic 
elmdo r appioaclieil Ihe "pot softly loi I liai! come upon il iib 
rnplly by luiiimg a point thnt readied mnily to tin. ed^c of the 
lake , but bdoic 1 had tnUcn mauy steps I >.«jpp(,d biidiknlj , for 
befoic Die stood a hti^o nc„io imkod fiom his wum upwards 

I think if 1 boil bull m Aliitn. and bwl, \>b>Jc walking flboitt 
tbc oiil<ikiits of oiiQ ol the Ioimii, slinnblcd on a -ikoping hoii, 
I (ould not ba\c \>n,n moio BurpuBcd th in I was to see that stal- 
Mint ne^io siaiidiiij! htlon, mi. foi I \im\ not e\pci"kl to meet 
with Hiij one m my \m!k, oi poih ips I '.hoiihl hm iho on com 

I'eihops it WIS luck) foi hmt and foi mjsclf ibat tho nCgio did 
not t.i.c ine, lui he^^ns Mnndinj; wilb his back towauK idc and 
iiilciit iiixm Eomdbiiig m tho wnlci , and aflLi it fiw seoniids 
I liad no diOiLiilty in making out Ibit tho Rla\o \\as fishing, 
niid DO doubt depended m u nicasmo upon his success loi a 
fliippci 

1 placed mj pistol whoio I could fiiul it in a liuii), and then 
walked (imctly up to ihu black, but [ mado so httlc iioiso ho 
did not licai nio At length I s|»oku, but as eilin and cool its it 
we had Iccn on the plaulafion, and Miiiomidi.il by hill ii do/cii 

" Do joii hiivi, good liitk fishing'' " ( S'lid 

ihe «hie sill tul, diojipcd his Jish | ole iiilo (he walei and then 
jumped more than icn loot in a dircet hue bclofo be turned (o lace 
mo. His eyes displayed iho tenor wbich lilleil biahcait, and his 
skin was one shade ivhilev than usual, lie ^Iftved at mo for a 
niomeni, but I pretended not to notice his fear, altbough I must 
confess ibat I kept one eye on his inovemciils thhikiiig he would 
draw his knife and make a rush at inc. 

" Tlie fish don't bile very briskly," I said, stooping down and 
taking up bis tlsh-pote. 

Tlio slave was astonished, and could hardly lind words to an- 
swer, in had tipoken to liim crossly, and bad manifested boslilo 
iiiieniions, be would liavo known how to aei, ami would have de- 
fended liinisiilf by lighting every odils. 

" Let me see if I can't liave better luck fishiii'; than yon," I said, 
teasing a rag from the hook, (uid luidiiig that it was reiilly a good 
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one. "Come, cnfch 1110 ilm! \\oini jon cc <i iwlmj; upon ilio 
Ireu. Ttic oiU! wiiti the green lit-ily iirid lul ii k-. 11] it js (lio 
one. Now Iji'iii^ il here." 

Tlic n^ccnttcncy of It white man Mill held gou(i oiei hint, for 
ho made hfltttc to obey, as though tksiioiis of pkasin^, and \\a,9 
still on ft planttuion. His htco, to bo sun, wore innny cxpics- 
sions of surprise, but liis i'cum>u hiiil not iccoioicil ila b\\ay since 
my abrupt ap])caraiicc. 

-' Now wo shall sco if I can be more foilunalo than you," T said, 
as I adjnstcd Iho bright-colored woi-in to the hook in a vary Ecicu- 
tific maimer, nu<t gave it a oast Ujion llic lake. 

Tlic shivo actually uniJIed, and looked exceedingly pleased and 
interested; but for all [hat 1 did not for n moment lurn my 
back upon him, for fear ihat something might happen, ami that 
sonielhing, I supjMDsed, would bo a sharp knife entering my back, 
near « shoulder-blade. 

" Sit down," I said, " and you shall see mo catch you a li&li 
for supper," 

I pointed to a stone about two fathoms from me, and iho slave 
obeyed, and watched my Hno with great intei-est. 

I drew my line in, and gave it a second easl, a»<l it had no 
sonnei' struck the wafer than a fish jiimpetl for the hook and swal- 
lowed it with ardent relish. iJe was a big one, and I commenced 
playing' him, for ho showed the most determined li<>ht. I gave 
liini nearly all Iho tine I had, before ho stopped or manifested 
any signs of vising. Then I drew him in slowly, and the stavo 
followed my movements with the utmost conecrn. 

" 0, master," he said, in Kpanish, " 1 fear you will lose the 
fish unless yon haul quickly. " 

" l!y (hat means I nhonld cerl.iiuly lose him," I answered ; but 
the slave did not understand the seicneo of lishing, and was in- 
clined to doubt. 

By this. time my prixc was pretty nearly tired otit ; so I gently 
drew him towards the shore, and then, with a snddcn swing, 
lauded >i tlircc'ponnd trout-looking lish at ihe Icet of the slave, 
who seized upon it with ninny exprccsioiis of delight. 

" Now lind me anmher worm," I t^iiid, still keeping calm, and 
maintaining an air of superiority which 1 know the slave had beta 
nccuslomed to. 

Ho hurried from tree fo tree until ho had found the kind of 



insect wJiicli I (Icsii'ci), and bvoughl it to mc wifli inany cxprcs" 
BIO lis of joy. 

" Now wc sliiiil linve anotlicr," lie siiid. 

" Do yoii feel lumgi'y? " I Jiskcd. 

" Ah, Hctior, J liave eaten nolliiiig but fruit for Iiin1y-8tx Ijoufh." 

" Ami you ivoultl like a iiieec of bi-oilud llsii?" I nsked. 

I lo»3n<l hjjn litilf u (lo7.cn matches, ^vlncti I Sm<l in my pocket. 
" Make a lire iind you shall cook (he fish, and I will help you 

Just at that moment I Isail n fi'esii bite, niul succeeded in land- 
ing ft fiah that resembled a perch, and which wciglieii about ft 
pound. [ began to like the fun, and the ncgi'o Bocnicd as pleased 
as myself, llo look llic hook from the ilsli's mouth, and foimd 
me half a tlozen worms without delay. 

" Why did you leave ])oii Ingrneia?" I said, while tlio negro 
was tolleeiing some di'y wood to start a fire. 

The slave started, and lelt his work. I bad touched upon a 
subject that interested iiiin moro tlmit fishing. lie advanced 
towards mc, but while 1 kept an eye upon his movements, T did 
not relinquish Iho lish-pole. I did not fear liim mnch, for I saw 
ho bad not drawn lii» knife. 

" Seiior," ho asked, folding his arms across bis broad chest, 
" how do you know that 1 am Don Ingracia's slave?" 

" O, by your appearance. Tho Don described you, o\'en to 
your eyebrows." 

" And you have come in pursuit of nic ■— have you ? " the negro 
Hsked, with a bitter laugh ; and his hand rested upon the hilt of 
his knife, as ihoiigb half inclined to draw it. 

" The Don asked me to keep him company, and 1 consented. 
There's anotber fish. Take it oil' the hook." 

It was astonishing to see how cjnick ho obeyed. The voice of 
B white man was a power with liim. 

" Is Don Ingraciii here?" the slave asked, os soon as ho bad 
unbooked the iish, 

" lie is, and two of his overseers with him," 
"Lot them co e tie ^o cried, drawing his kuifo and 
flourishing it for ll f si I e bile bis face began (o exhibit all 
the workings of I s 1 e a 1 age. " Let them come," he re- 
pealed, " and l! J Inll f II can still use my arms. I'll dio 
before I go bat^k to tl e j taulat ou." 
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"I'lit np your knirc," I sau)) rnlhcr sliarpl/i but still cooliy. 
" Tciii won't use it lo-ilay." 

lie hcsitiUod about ubuyiiig, but I liu'iicd tiiul looked lilin full 
iu ilic face, and lliou be diil as requested. 

" Wliy did yOH run away fi'oni tbo plantation?" I nskcd. 

" lieeaiisi! one of tlie overseers stnick mo with bis whip." 

" Wliy did be siiikc you?" 

" I WHS resting for n moment iu the field, and tlio overseer 
CHuie up bchiiul mo atul laid his lasb over my back. Ji'ron} Itmt 
inomoiit I dctcriuiued to ruu, for I was not horn to he beaten like 
n dog." 

And from liis haughty manner I hcgiin to tiiink he was right. 

" Yon should have eoinplaiuetl lo the Don, ami not run," I said. 

" And I should have been hcatou niin;b worse for it," was tlio 
answer ; aud I have no douht lio was coiTCef, 

" At any rate, I want you to I'Cluvri with mc to the plonlntion," 
I remarked, landing nuothcr fish, which I motioned (he negro to 
secure, and be obeyed with alacrity. 

"No, senoi-," I'C said. "I can never relurn ; I should bo 
whipped, and sold lo a colTco planter, and heaten like a dog un- 
lefs I worked day and uifjht. Hero I'm frco, and licve I inteud 
to remain until I die, or am bunted lo death." 

" You must go with me," I remarked, f|uicl!y. " I have como 
ft long distance for you, and I don't want to go back witliout your 
company." 

" Perhaps tbe senor can carry mo back even if 1 don't want to 
go," be said, showing his knife, atul looking wicked. 

" I'ut up your weapon," 1 cried. " You must go with me, and 
the knife wou'l benefit you iu the least." 

Tlie slave laughed most seornfully. 

" Wo arc alone," he said, " and \vitli one blow I conld ciul your 
life as easily as I can crush that worm ; " aud ho siruek it with 
ut it didn't move me in tlio 

im not to 1)0 cruslicd as easily 
no, or I shall be compelled to 

and he advanced two or three 

I said, quite coolly, drawing my 
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revolver and coi-kiiig i(. " If yoti conic a slcji ncnrcv, you aro a 
deuil sliivu. I iiGver miss my iiiiii." 

The initii jijiuf^cd, jiiul gliircd at ine irrosoIiUely, liiit the re- 
volver poiiilcd directly at tils iicnrt imute dim lliiiik of wltiit liis 
fnlo would 1>c. lie ciuiic no ncaier (owiii'da mu, lint wanted 
lo very raticli. I could see this by his eyes and liia swelling 
muscles. 

" I want to talk plainly with you," I siiid, " and you must lintcn 
paiicnlly. I did not come here with the Don and liis party to 
hui'l you, but lo servo you, anil I will if you Ijeluive like a deecut 
slave, as I think yon are. You ean't escape, anil if you slay 
hero you will starve, for you dou't even know how lo catch flsh. 
You are luinyry now — are you not?" 

" Very liimgry, Keiioi'," was the answer. 

"1 thought so. Jlakc llio fire, and wo will broil llio fisli on 
some stones. We liave no salt, but wo can cat one meal williout." 

" I have sail, seuor," cried the slave ; aud the knife was put up. 

" That is goiiil. Vi'c will have a feast, and while tlie fire is 
burning I will tell you wlint you must do." 

" I listen, senor," Ihe negro answered, upon his knees before a 
pile of dry wood, which he speedily fanned to (lames. 

" You must go back willi me lo the plantation," 1 said, " I will 
insure that yoii be ireuleil well, and that this fault is overlooked. 
You shan't be whipped. If the o\crseers do so, I will Imy you, 
and lake you wiili me to America. ISutyou shall promise not to 
run away again." 

" Will the senor take the word of a slave?" asked the negro. 

"Yes." 

" Then, senor, I will do us you want mo to, and the IJou shall 
find no reason lo complain of mo." 

I looked at the man's eyes, ami thought I coulil trust him ; but 
I was detonnined lo give him no undue advantage, and lake mo 
by surprise. 

" Giro me your knife," I Hai,d. 

He did not liesilaie, but advanced anit handed it to mo, with Iho 
hilt near my hand. 

" You can keep if," I said. " I am satisfied yon aro honest, 
aud a man of your word." 

'J'jic negro looked grafillcd, and resumed his preparations for 
building a (ire ^vith Uoublu zeal. 
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" ITow abiill I cook lliu fisli, scnor?" henskcd. 

J was now lying iimter the trees ujioti tlio grass, smokiiig (jiiilo 
COiiIeiilcd, mill limigry. 

" Talco lliitl lai'ge fliil sloric," I aaid, j>ointin<; to one lliat wtia 
about the si^.e of a bnrrul lioail, nlthoiigli aq nave, and 80]ii,ow)iat 
tliiekcr, " aiul put it upou llic fire, nm) wliiiu it is liontiiig do you 
di-csa (tic fish." 

" Yes, senoi'," lie snitl, as obcdienlly as ii'I bad owned biiu for 
years, and had treated bim like a fi-ieinl. 

lie did wbat I direeted, ami by the time the iisli M'cro split, tbo 
stone was hot enough for our [)ur|ioso. 

" Wbat next, sciior?" lie asked, 

" Put the fish upon the Rtone", ami spriiil; 

lie did 50, ami I soon bad the salisi'ai: 
conk lieaiili fully with their own fat. Tl 
for my eompaiiioiia to join me, for I kiit 
smoke from llic Hic niid hasten towards it, and I wa; 
my supposition, foi' jnst as the fisli wevo cooked 
Ingracia, Itontn, ami the other overseer burst in upon us. 

" Just in time, sciioi's," I said, " for a fish dinner. Sit down. 
Tliero is enoiigb for all." 

" Wbat does this mean?" cried the Uon. " We thougbt yoi 
vicvo killed, and that the slav 

" O, bless you, no," I repli 
chat and a little fisbii 
not run away in fiiiiii 
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" I liRvo, aiiil what is more, iwvc snid tliat if yoii still persisted 
in wliippiiig him, I woiilii piircliaae him at yom- own prioo." 

" Do yon want him?" iiskcU the Don, cnrclossly. 

" "Well, yea, I slionld like the fellow, fov lio has got some jiluck, 
aiul ia gooil-iiatHvcil," I replied, with no idea of the Don's intcn- 

" Ah, well, you may luive Inni, and if ho runs away I hope you 
will flog him well. Is the fish done? for I'm hungry." 

1 was astoiiialicil, but Jose ivns much more so. lie dropped 
on htH 'knees, seized one of niy hands And kissed it most affectiou- 
nlcly; and from lliat time Joso served mo as a fflilhful servant, 
and continued (o do so until his death, which took place some (imo 
afterwards, under singular ci re u nisi ni ices. J)ut ho showed his 
devotion to mo even to the last. 

" Get up 1 " roared (he Don to Jose, who was shedding tears 
over my hand, " and serve flic fish ; for don't you hear mo tell you 
J am almost starved? " 

" I belong to the sonor Kobci-t, aenor," answered Jose, with 
dignity. " lie commands me, and I obey." 

*' Well, of all Ihc impudent slaves that 1 ever did see, you arc 
the worst, and if I owned you shonid give you a doKon just to 
maVe you respoet me." 

" Serve the Don with the flsh," I said ; and Joso sprang to obey 
my orders without tlio sliglitest hesitancy. 

The fish was cooked to a turn, and because we were hungry it 
tasted belter perhaps than it otherwise would. Two of the flsh 
liad all Ihc delicate llavor of brook trout, and the flesh resem- 
bled it mneh, while the fish ivhieh appeared like oiio of llio perch 
family actually tasted like our frcsh-wfttnr salmou-tront. 

The Don was delighted. He forgot all about his past misery, 
the snake, and llicdiniciilty of liuutiug negroes. Ho enjoyed liim- 
eelf immcnsoly. lie praised the fish and the cookery, and con- 
tinued to oat nnii! ho could oat no more, and was conlent to eon- 
foss that he hud not enjoyed a dinner so much for years, lietwccn 
us all the fish was consumed, and it must bo confessed tliat Joao 
(lid not spare it, for he was terribly hungry. 

Yet with all the Don's love for piscatorial food, he had never 
heard that there were fish in the lake, and even Irenlu, who had 
been on the spot some dozen times, nover supposed that the finny 
tribo in fho lake was worth booking. One thing he did not uu- 
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(lerstfind — the avl of fishing wilh fliea mi<t worms ; if ho lin<l, it ia 
(loiibti'iil if he woufif have Iricil it. 

" Seiior liobei't," said ihc Don, " wo must como liorc Eome dny, 
and have 9 quiet flsh, Sly pcojilo can bring everything wo ncetl, 
<liiring 1I10 time wo nro nbaont, and wliat is to prevent us fi'oni 
enjoying ourselves?" 

" Nollitng, seiioi'i but as you seem to love ilsh, I wondov why 
you ilon't liavo tlicm upon your lablo quite often," 

" The dislntice from salt water is one reason," ho said. 

" Hut at n slight expense you ciui have a fisli pond, and lake 
them whenever you wish to cast a line." 

"How?" he iislicd, with mudi iulcrcst. 

" By making a pond in llic field where the cattle aio. 'J'licrc is 
rnnniug water and a snintl meadow bclwccn two hills, which can 
be excaviitcd at slight expense, and filled in with gravel and 
small s tones." 

" ISut iho fish?" nskcd the Don, 

" Why, what is lo prevent you from eatcliing four or five doKcn 
from this lake, aud carrying Ihcm in water upon Ihc hacks of slaves 
to the Cisii pond? In a few years they will increase to ttuch an 
extent that you enn iiuike presents to your friends on feast days." 

The Hon was delighted. He inslanliy gave Irciita instruclions 
to bnvQ a dozen ivoodcn boxes mxdc, iu which lo transport the 
fish as soon as the pond was built, ami I agreed lo catch all that 
was wanted, OS soon as the Don was reiidy to receive and cnro 
for Ihcin. The prospect put the Don in excellent hnmor, and 
when wo started on oui' return to Ihe planlalion, ho wanted iiio 
close lo his elbow for iho purpose oflistcning to his plans. 

Wo found our horses safe, but the ti'ouhlo was to lake Jose 
with us, Jjuving but four animtiis. I compromised Iho mailer 
by telling the shive he could walk to the house, and take his 
own time about it — a proposition the Don laughed at niost out- 
rageously. 

'' Wc have Inken all this trouble to find the fellow," the Span- 
iard said, "and do you think he will come back voluntarily? 
Ten ounces lo five ihat he docs not make his appearance at Ihe 
house." 

" I accept Ihe hvt," I reiiiarkcd. " If ho is not at the house by 
breakfast time to-morrow morning, 1 lose. You hear the wuger, 
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" Yes, senor." 

"•And I leiivo it lo you t» CTjablc mo lo win if." 

" You sliiill, eoiior, oi- i'H lose my life in llic aticjnjji." 

"Yoiiwill will," whispcvod Irenta. "I know soinclliiiig of 
tlio negro cliiirHClor, und (liat fellow means honest." 

Tlicie were us muny jis a (lonen ladies and i,'ontlcnioii wailing to 
greet na oil onr retnrn, oi", I slionid sny, sli'ictly spanking, lo ivcl- 
eomc t!ic Don ; for as lio wns ii niiineyed mun, anil Imil ninny rela- 
li\cs., ol coiino ltn.j ^^ol^l«ppul him — Iioiiib^o whicli (lie okl 
gcnllcnian iccuvul lil c one nceuMomcd to iilnliitiun ami \mi3 
t,nitiliid at It \.II tlocki.ll lowiiidi him and a^sislul liim lo di-. 
miMiiit -— at lui-t tlic ^eiiiti,mcii did whili, the ladiis, imuij ol 
till 111 iiillici litdeil mid jcllon lint uilh goigcons gents upon Ihcii 
fnigus ou llictL jiiudlookm^ bosomb, iiid pemlcnt lioiu their 
C11S, Mit upon lilt. sillLe'i nnd » \tcd thui funs, and sioldcd t!u ii 
di II ichlMe hucitkise he had \ciiluio<J npoii a slii^c hnntin^ cxpi,- 
diiion 

I 01 a moment I Mood nnnolicod, and IlhinkT^aq f,lad siuh 
was the case, foi I (.tii^lit si^lit ot a dashing looking Uliu, 
m the undie'vs nnifoim ol n c ipl nn of the S|iaiiiili ainij , itid 
his ^ood looks, ckan linen, and spollc s diLSS iciilmdcd mo 
I nm not in the exact kind of toilet lo mike i. *tij deep im 
piLssion npoii the ftAetl compinj nssemiilel 1 icn Ciinmi ^^^s 
li-kmii^ to iomo «oids whiih the rnptiiiii«as additssiii^' liei, 
and r fell a p m^ of jealouhj , tin, Ijiit one I lind cxpeiientid 
since I had been ucqnamlcd uitli the lady fm dniin^ lliat tinio 
I ooniid(.iui iii^adf bo jininen-icly siipeuoi to ivciy oni, slio met, 
thai the itica ot jialoiisy had not oiitcrul iti> minri I (oiild not 
but confess thdl ihi, cajilaiu wns nhif ibc I idics nonkl (all hand- 
some, nnd It was my puiatc o|)iiiion lliat llie j.enllumtn know it 
tvilhoul being told, 

I Raw that attention was centred upon the Don, and if he biiii 
been rolled in a dileli it would have been all the same, as long 
as his pnrso was deep ; so I threw the reins of my horse to Ircnla, 
and walked olF towards the back of the house, nnd entered by a 
side door. Then I dressed, and fell beticr. 

When I cnlevcd the parlor every one wiis lulking; but there 
was a pudden lull in the slorm of coiivei'salion ns ivo appi-oadied, 
and aiitiiiuutod dames surveyed me lliroiigh cyc-gliisscs, and mut- 
tered to each other flic jesulia at wliieli (liey anived icgardiug 
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my nppcitrnncc. I was so miicli amused timt my iiii|iiKlciicc did 
not desert ittc, mill I boi'o tlio suvvoy with (lie coiiiiiosiiro of n 
JiiuH of Iho world. 

" This is my friend the eapluiii, who srtvcd my daughter," siiid 
the Don, hy way of a fjencral introduction. 

Tho hidics bowod and Ihitlcrcd (heir fans, and I also bent my 
head slightly, mid wailed for the next task. 

" I am [ileaj'cd lo see the scnor," said a voii^c nt my clliow, and 
luriiiti^, I found that it was the hntidsomo captain who had spoken. 
" A fjcnilcntan who Iihb had Iho happiness lo save tho lifo of fho 
Lady Gratia need not wait for an introdHctioii to Ihoso present. 
U'c open our arms lo him, and welcome him as a friend, and ono 
who lias already foniid a ])tace in our hearts." 

lie extended his hand, and I look it very readily, and as I did 
so saw that Gracia was regarding mo most attentively from tho 
other side of the apartment, 

" The ladies, captain, have been awaiting your appearance 
most impiUieinly, said the soldier, with a bhtiul smile. " Tliey 
have iieard from the Lady Gracin the wonderful manner in which 
she escaped from tho Virgin, and the kin.lnesFt with which you 
. Ircalcd her after leuving ihe hnrning vcK.'^ol. On my part I Ihimk 
you I'or it." 

" As a relative? " I asked. 

" O, no," he replied, a little confused ; " as a Spaniard and a 
Boldier." 

Just at ihat moment tho door was thrown open and dinner waa 
announced. I was glad lo change tho conversation. 

'* Scnor Cftptain Martencllo," cried ihe Don, " will you give 
your arm to my daughter. Senor Uobcrt, will you wait upon tho 
Lady Caslihash ? Perhaps you ciin answer sonic qncslions which 
she may put to you during dinner." 

Just at that moment my friend Francisco, whom I had not seen 
since tho night before, stole quietly into tho room, looking a litilo 
timid, as though he feared for his reception. I grasped hia hand 
watmly, and was glad to sec liim, and cared nolliiiig for Hie 
frown which I saw mount upon tho Don's brow, I had no doubt 
he wished him to ihc devil, hut I did not. As a humiliation, 
Francisco was not assigned to any lady ; and although it was in- 
tended as a slight, I'Vancisco was immensely delighted ; and when 
we arrived at the table, no place was pointed out for my friend, 
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but as tlicro wns a vacant chair IjosWo mc, I cnllcd liis aUcntion 
to i(, ftiiil lie occupied ii, and no ouo said a word in opitosition. 

Tho tablo was loaded wilh ricli silver iilale, rind enough of it 
for twenty persons. All was marked with tho coat of arms of tho 
Ingracia'a, aud it looked as tliongh it had been in the family for 
many years. 

JiiRl na we sat down, in walked a pi-iest, almost ont of breath 
from tho haste which lio had made. lie was a liltic, oily look- 
ing man, wilh eyes whieli could hardly bo scon from tho amount 
of fat npon his face ; yet be did not appear like a bad-natnvcd 
person. lie was sahiled by those present as Father Domitro, and 
they aecnicd to like bim. 

" You are lale, father," said the Don. 

" Tbo saints bo praised I am not loo !alo. If I had missed tho 
sonp I should never have forgiven mysolf. A blessing upon all 
bcro ; I have no doubt you need it. If your appclilas are all 
as good as mine, an extra sup]ily of food will bo neetlcil. Don't 
let mo disturb one of you. Gvaeia, my child, I sbcd lears of joy 
when I heard you were safe in your father's house, never to 
leave it unless wilh a husband. Don't blush, my child, for a hus- 
band is a good thing in its way." 

Tho father look his seat at the tablo, afEcr bestowing bis bless- 
ing upon cvciy one, and it didn't lako bim movo than a few 
seconds lo do so. 

" I started for (he bouso an hour ago," tho priest said, arran- 
ging a napkin under bis cliiu, as ihongli be was determined to en- 
joy his feast williont soiling his liuon, " but an old woman was 
taken sick, and sent for me in a hiii'iy. I went, and found she 
had recovered in the most niiracnious manner. That's what 
made me late. Soup, if yon please. Did yon sco the turtle 
Don JOnrifpiu had sent to bim last iveek? It was a monster, and 
weighed two hnndred pounds. Much fat I never saw before. I 
took soup three limes the day I dined there. It was good, but 
the lisli was bad. It had been kept too long." 

" I intend to have a fish pond of my own," the Don said, pom- 
pously, " and then I shall bo able lo send you a fresh fish oneo in 
a while, on fast days." 

"And where will you get ibc fish from (o stock it?" asked fho 
priest, 

" From the lako at the Devil's Glen," was the answer. 
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Tlic guosia looked up in iisloiiislwiout. The priest erosscci him- 
hrII', iiml then rcliirncd to liis soup. 

" I wns iiol nwiiio tliiil fisU were tliere," (lie padro said. 

" Nov I iittlil to-day. My young Amcricnii frieiid licre acconi- 
(lanicd mo on a slave limit. At the glcii we separated, and whon 
I found liiin again lie was instructing tlio slave wo wore inseiircli 
of bow to broil fisSi upon stones. Ho had caught the rnseat, 
conquered him, aiul also canght half a doneu of the swcoleat 
lish I ever lasted, and had set liis prisoner at woi-k making « fii-o 
and cooking tlient, and much wo wanted tlieui to satisfy our 

All eyes were directed to ino by tliis speech, wliicli I saw did 
Bot picnso tItQ Holdicr captain. lie whispered to Gracia, but she 
was looking towards me, and did not listen. 

"All, tlio Americans are j>reat people," said the priest, with 
a sigh. " If Ihcy would not drive'ua crasiy with the coustanl fear 
of liUibustcrs, I should like the people of the United Slate:^ above 
all others. They ai'e hardy, and strike heavy blows when they 
please to be in earnest. Benor, I drink your hc.ilth, and let mo 
give you a little falhcriy advice. Don't vohmleer to aceonipaiiy 
ilie Don upon all of his expeditions, for ho is as rash as a soldior ; 
and when I say that, I don't mean to include my young frieud, 
tho captain ; I have sxivcd his life half a do/on times already." 

" How?" asked the Don. 

" Why, by accepting your invitations to dinnci-, and doing 
most of (he eating and some of the drinking, with a lillle talking." 

" lint the most .singular part of the business lo-day is to be told, 
I made my American friend a present of the slave wo recovered i 
and what docs he do but tell the black to bo hero in tho morning, 
and leaves him," said tho Don. 

Kvery one laughed, the military captain loudest of all ; but 
Gracia, dear, faithfiii little Grneia, did not laugh or oven smile; 
she looked hurt to think that what I had done should bo trealoil 
with levity, and in her largo black eyes I saw signs of tears, but 
no one else noticed them. 

1 lot Ihem laugh as much ns they pleased, and when they Jiad 
couchided, spoke : — 

" 1 have made one bet already that tho slave will bo hero by 
morning. I am ready to lake ottiera if tho gcntlomon doubt Ills 
fidelity." 
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"In ihe name of [he saints put iiic down f'oi- Icii oiuicos," 
kiigbcd tlio giiy Ciiptiiin. 

" J take it," I suiil. 

"Ami I tlio sftmo amoiiiit," was crieil by liaif a dozen others, 
all of whosQ nnmcs I ciitcvctl npon my tablets. 

" Seuor, I would bet with you," said the priest, " but you 
Anicvicans arc loo sliai'[i to loic yotir money. I slioiild bo luippy 
to liikc Iiail'your waffcrs olYyour bands, if yon are disposed," 

'' I won't (to that," I answered ; " but if I win, I will present 
the elmrch wilb ten ounces for Iho purpose of Uiylug a caudlc- 
stiek." 

" The cluirch will ha mncb obliged, and I accepi of the offering. 
YoTi sliall have my [irayers for your success." 

" IJnt will that be right? " asked one of tlie ladies. " If you 
side against your own connlrynion, what becomes of the cburcb?" 

"The church, senorita, in this instance, will be governed by 
Buccoss, which is sure to reward my new friend. If any one 
hero is disposed to pcomiso me two candlesticks, I may turn. 

All iauglicd at Ihe worldly doctrine of the priest, and then 
turned iheir uticniion to the things upon Ihe table, as though ap- 
petites were sharpened by the long delayed diiiner. Old I,ady 
Oashbash, although dcsliliite of miiny tcelh, did uot fail to per- 
form her part in Ihe eating line, and kept mo active in attending 
upon licr wants I and while she was eating she did not neglect 
the drinking part of her duty, for she look hock, champagne, 
ov any other wine that happened in licr way. 

" I got a letter from Havana this afternoon," Francisco said, 
nller I had helped tny lady friend to es'crything, and piled Iho 
dishes up about her like a Parisian sti'uet barricade. 

" What news?" 1 asked. 

" The firm want mo to come to town immediately, and inlimsto 
that fhcy should like to boo you for llie purpose of having a settlc- 

" When do you leave for the city? " I asked. 

" To-nion-ow, I am tired of being treated as though I ivas nn 
inlnidcr; yet I think I have annoyed the Don a little, and that 
is some satisfaction. Kvcvy one at the table imagines that I am 
uot good enough to bo here, and yet I suppose I know as mneli 
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" You know (hat I vaUio your soeicty more Itiglily than any 
person's proiicul, wilSi t!io exception of Gmoia," I HaiO, 

" Yes, I know tlv»t, niul it was not yoii 1 nlludcd to. Now, 
there's that military (tnntly, who never saw a fl^ht in his life, and 
never smelt powder except in firing a snhilc, thinks he is better 
than a clerk who earns his money honcslly, and pays hts debts 
punctually. Hah ! he be hanged." 

I laughed at the energetic expressions, and condoled with my 

" Kee|> cool, and don't lose your piilicnco, and to-morrow I will 
go to Havana with yon," I said. 

"You will?" 

" Yes." 

" Then 1 wouldn't quaxro! with even Iho military dandy," Fran- 
cisco cried ; ami lo the surprise of every one, ho hcgan to grow 
coniniunicativc, and attempted to make hiniself agreeable ; but it 
was a failure, not iieing met by the other side ; for ihcy all took 
tl e 1 1 1 ll o Do a 1 si „t ( 1 I o 1 e sligltlcd, and fawned 
I o tl c vl o I o I at o e I ai soc y al vays has done, and 
p obftblj Iv js II lo 1 o ey o I less, or until society 

Cl {,03 

H t t Ic 1 tl o 1 e V s CO 1 1 1 n d wo arose to go lo 
fie I a j, o lo ollce 1 o e o cut Captain Marlc- 
cll I to SI k o I o Do I let Gracia disengaged. 

lltmootl joolall lea tbrotigh mine. 

\ o o 1 a o as a e vc I sa I ' you hardly raised 
your eyos to mo al dinner." 

" For the love of the saints," she cried, earneslly, " don't mako 
me more unhappy by being jealous ; I have enough to contend 
with without your displcnsnrc." 

"I am not jealous, Gracia; I did but joke, lint, tell me, what 
is the matter?" 

" Not now," she answered, hurriedly. To-niglit." 

" Seaor, shall I relievo you of your burden?" asked the cap- 
lain, extending liis arms as though eortaiu I would rcHuqnish Iho 
lady to bin). 

" The burden is so light I will keep it for (ho present," I said, 
and parsed on wilh Graeia on my arm, 

I looked hack, and saw an expression upon the captain's faca 
like a fiend's, if was so dark and thieatening. Kiil I passed 
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on with ft smile, ami wliiajioieil to Grncin, wlio, pooi- girl, ilid nol 
scorn to feci quite lU licr case, for some reason I eoiiltl not account 
for. 

Cofl'ec was Iiitndeil to the gucsta in tlie drawing- room, and nu- 
imaled conversation ensued. 

" Il'a a ahnmc," said the priest, wni-mly, " for the price of slaves 
to be BO high, ^^■hell Africa is so we!l slocked with blacks ivhoso 
gouIh wilt never be saved niilcss they arc ti'H us ported totliisconnlry. 
If I Imd tlio iiioiiey I would fit out a vessel, aud bring a few cur- 
goes lo Ciiha just ns a religious experiment." 

" What is to prevent us from stocking our plantations in that 
manner?" asked l>on Enrique, the Spaniard who was enga^-cil 
in the breciling of bloodhounds for the purpose of hunting fugitives. 

" Nothing is to prevent us but finding a snitnble person to tako 
cimrgc of ft vessel," a planter replied. 

" Then hero is the one we want," snitl the Don, laying his 
lianil upon niy sliouldci*. *' lie lias mnde two successful voyages, 
and knows the secrets of the trade. We can engage him." 

" Tlioii we will consider it settled," one planter j-emarked. 

" Not as far as I am concerned," I said. " I have about de- 
cided to leave the trade, and I think that I shall." 

" What, leave a business so much money can ho made in?" 
asked all, in a breath. " A young man, too. You must be mad." 

" JN'o, I am perfectly sane," 1 said. " I have seen so mncli 
suffering on board of a slaver I have resolved to quit the btisiness." 

I looked towards Gracia for her approval, and she did approve 
the course which I had taken by a smile of angelic sweetness. 

" O," said the Don, surly and with a 
not choose to go, there ai^o others 
get the chancQ. We don't want m 

" IIo, ho," muttered Fraticiseo, " 
gentleman's corns now, and he show 
you wore with him all was well." 

I thought the Don was ungenerous. 
of gratitude. 

I talked with the senoi'tta, and listened willingly to i'lttlicr 
Domitro's stories until it was time lo retire, when the company 
separated and I'Opaired to their rooms. 

" I would liko one woi-d wilh yon before you sleep," said tha 
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Don, after a momoiU's besitatioii i and !ic slood nenr Iho door of 
my room, light in litinit. 

" Ccr(aiiil)', walk in ; " and tlic old gcnilcniau accoiilcil luy in' 
vitnlioii. 

" Now," I f«id, laking n scat ami li;;hting a cJKftv, " I am will- 
ing to hear all you ran comnninicnlo to mc." 

" I am sorry yon refused tlio otrer wo inado you," ho said, at 
Icngtii. " I certainly expected you would accept." 

" So I would if I was poor." 

" Fallicr Domilrc thinks thai /oh have eomo iuduccmonl lor re- 
maining on xliorc," tlio old miiii i^aid, in an inaiunating tone, 

" Docs ho really think so?" I asked, aud laughed carelessly as 
thongl) such wan not the case. 

*' Yes; I told hiiii it must bo a misfako. Sailors seldom caro 
nbo acl 

' ^\\ y \o 11 ley?" I asked; aud wanted to kick the old 
ma lo 1 p leico. 

' T a gl 1 o hear yon talk thus," the Don Paid, hastily, 
*'b a e 1 f a 1 you had formed some nilachnient for my 
dai Iter a 1 jo know—" 

I!o hcBilntcd, and seemed at loss for a word. I looked at liim 
Btcadily, btit said uolhing. 

" You know she is an otdy child, and has largo ox pod aliens," 
the Don managed lo got out. 

" I presume so," I answered, 

" Yes, she will inherit all of my wealih, aud in sticli case you 
Itnosv I must mnko an advanlagcous nialeh for her." 

" I will ask one qneslion," I said. " If 1 couHCuted lo tako 
charge of a slaver, would It help my cause as an applicant for 
your daughter's hand?" 

" Certainly not, senor," was the prompt answer. " It would 
never do for my fauiily lo ally itself lo a slaver. Not but I have 
the highest respect for yon and iho trade, but you can see how I 
am surrounded by laws which I cannot violate without losing 
caste." 

" I see, I sec," I muttered, with a cahn face, but with internal 
rage wliioh I could hardly subdue. 

" And now to come to Itic poiiil," the Don said, laying his hand 
upon my arm as though to commaud my utmost allention. " Oiip- 
taiu Martonolto, a goiillcman who has good birth, powerful family, 
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and litrgB fortune to rccoiiiiiiciKl liim, liaa this evening proposci] 
for the hand of Gnicia, iind I Imve accepted him." 

"And wliiiienys tho hidy?" 1 ttslted, liaslily. 

" Wo Inist, wich your assislanec, tliat (ho lady will accepl," 
tho Don Siiid, with n conipUiocnt sinilc. 

"How? MydssisUmec?" 

'* YcH, youvfl. Yon know that you have sonic inlluenco willi 
Jior, on account of the servico which yoii rendered, Siio wilt 
listen to what you have to say. I'ei-snade her to many llic cap- 
tain, and tho day sho is marrlc<l I will give you ono Ihonsaud 
dollars." 

I sprattg from my chair with tho inlcniioii of committing all 
Rssatilt, but I suddenly recollected wlicrc I was and wliat 1 was 
conlondingfor; so instead of throwing- flic l>oii out of the win- 
dow, and breaking tiis bones, I clapped liiin upon tho shoulder 
niid shook bands with him fiercely. 

" There, that will do," ho snid, with a look of pahi as he with- 
drew his biuul from mine and rubbed it. " Yon Americans have 
BO much sirengih it is wonderful. No \vonder you fight well. 
You accept -—do you?" the Don asked, after a paiwe. 

"Why should I not?" 

" 1 will tell you why I ihotight I should liavc some diflicuUy 
in persuading you. After dinner Captain Martcncllo spoke to mo 
for a fc^v minutes, and made his offer. I accepted, of course. 
Thou lie told mo lie thought you had set yotir eyes upon Griicia, 
and that sho had some friendly feeling for you." 

" How much he must have been toislakcii," 1 snid. 

" So I told him, but I could not lough him out of the idea. I 
told him you would bo much ntorc likely to inarj'y one of your 
own countrywomen." 

I nodded. 

" At length the captain told me ho would giro a thousiind 
dollars if you would advocate his suit with my dnughter, as tie 
thinks you must have some indMencc with her, having saved her 
life, which, of course, you was hound to do for humanily's sake." 

" Ho made Iho offer — did be?" I asked, resolved to be even 
with him some time for Ihc insult. 

" lie did, and tlio money is yours as soon as (he wedding takes 
place." 

1 saw a picture move, as though somo one near it was surprised 
(ind indignant. 
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" I^t 118 iindcisland endi otiier," I snkl. qiiiclly. " To-moi-- 
row 1 imct go lo (ho cily lo sgIIIc soiiio biisiimss. In r faw 
days I will ictiini and do ftll I euii to make your duuglitcr hiiiipy. 
Tdl tlic captain so, nml llint he must havo no Rutipioiniis of nio, 
evuii if I tnn seen conversing willi the lady quite often. Yon mi- 
dcrstand inc?" 

" To bo siiio I do ; " and tlio Don arose, and willi a good niylit 
loft mo. 

Tho next moment Crncia appeared fixim bcliind n luigc piclnrc, 
set in the wall, tears flowing from her eyes, and licr countcnaiico 
Bgitalcd. 

" You havo heard all, Gracia?" I asked. 

" Alt." she nnswcrcil. " 0, Koberi, what slmll wo do?" 

" I will tctl yon presently ; but first answer mo a question. Do 
yon like Captain JMurlcficllof " 

" 0, no ; I detest liim. I iovc but you, and yet ttio saints par- 
don you, 1 heard yon consent to receive ii thousand dolltira for 
advocating tho captain's cause." 

" And did you think I was in earnest, my darling?" I (iskod, 
placing my arm jn-ound her waist. 

"I do not know wlinl to think. I'm fearful you havo tired 
of me, and yet if yon know all you would not bo so ; " iiud aa 
eho spoke she hid her face on my breast, and laughed aixl cried 
ullornatcly. 

I did not ask for her secret, for I suspected it ; but it only mado 
Iicr deitrcr lo nie, so in a few minutes I had soothed her, and slio 
wiis able to listen to me with composure. 

" I agreed to tho proposal advanced by your father," I said, 
*' for the purpose of being near you, mid llins ninking some plans 
for the future. I suspected his pride would be too strong to givo 
mo the prino I coveted, for, you know, his gratitude is slight. I 
must win you by another method." 

" ISut how ? " Grneia asked, her hirge black eyes bcfimlng with 
interest, 

" Arc you content logo with mo at nil times, nnd to all places?" 
I asked. 

She pnt her nrms about my nock, and kissed mo most aflbo 
tionatuly. 

" Leave friends and fortune? " I. continued. 
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" I sliall Jiiiil all ill yoii ; " and licr licail was laid upon mj 
sliouliior ill ^^'omn1l's li'uo coiifulciice. 

" Then in a few cinys yon shuH be mine, nnlcss my plana fail 
mc. In llio mean time manifust no love for mc." 

" No, I won't ; " oimI slic willuirew her arm* from i»y neck 
with a coqiictlisli Kmiic. 

" In pnblic," I cried, and roi)lftce<I her nrrns. 

"O, in |iiil)!ie— -I understand. I Ihoiight yon meant at all 
times;" aud tlio little witch lauglicd, but I slopped it willi a 

" Pretend fo the captain tliat you do not nbsohitcly hate him, 
and leave tlic rest to me. To-morrow I shall j,'o (o Havana," 

" And leave me?" she asked, with a look of alarm. 

" Only for a day or two, and llien I shall refnvn, and hope never 
to 1)0 parted again." 

" l!ut I sinill he lonely," Gracia mnrmitrcd. 

" And HO shall I, hut there is no help for it." 

Until on early lionr in the morning wc tHseussed our planH, and 
to all of tliein Graeia agreed, and promised lo be governed by mc. 
When we jiarted it wan with a touiler cmbrnee, and a hope for 
better limes. 

Wliilo we were at breakfast in the morniog, I could see by llio 
bearing of Captain Marlenollo towards mc, iliat ho and the Don 
had conversed together, and scfiled nialtcrs to their salisfaelion, 
and that I was looked npon as rather a harmless, good-nalnrcd 
sort of fellow, and one wlio slionld be -encouraged. I did not 
ntlenipt to undeceive them, tor it was jnst the opinion I desired 
tiiey should form of mc for the successful issnc of niy plans. 

While wo were eating, and Ihc Don was jioniponsly displaying 
ilia wealth and patronage, the mnjor-donio entered with a grin npon 
his black face. 

" Sonor, the slave Jose who ran away lias conio back, and 
wants lo see the sonor Koborl;" 

AH were astonished, and ^vcro inclined lo disbelieve it. 

"I hope the gentlemen will all be ready to pay their bets," I 
said. " 1 leave for Havana this forenoon, and may not sec you 

" Don't forget tlio chnrcli, my son," wbispci-cd the priest. 

" l{emunibcr yon liud my prayers for tho sneccss of your wagers." 

"Fear Jiotliing, holy father. As soon as tlioy pay I'll give 
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the clim-di Iier dues, liiit you must mnkc all show (lie color of 
their goUt." 

"I'll cxcoiumimicalc Ihoiii if tlioy tloii'f," was the reply; aiul ■ 
jtist at tliiu inomclit in came Jose, lookiii<[ (iicd, and almost dcs- 
liliito of clodiiug. The Don hail sent foi- him lo lie ceiiaiii there 
was no deception. 

" It's Jose, surcenoHgh," imillorcd (he Don, drawing ten onnees 
from Jiis pocket, aiLd scmliiig ihcm to inc on a silver salvor. " I'vo 
lost, Rcuor, 1 tl s tl lonoy." 

" There's c lie captain. 

" Ami (I OS I c) S 's," I replicil, handing the priest (ho 
ton omiccs I 1 n 1 | o cllim. 

He pockUcl tl e so <| k I hardly had a chance (o see where 
ho pwt (he I o cj 

After hrcakfastl fonnd Jose, and gave him a suit of clothes, and 
thoa horrowiag a volante and two horses from (he Don, nil (hrco 
of as embarked and started for Havana. 

" Now," said Francisco, after we had got fairly started, wi(Ii 
Jose driving, promt of his position and new master, " what are 
your plans?" 

"Togo to Havana." 

" And give np the lady ? " 

" Not qnitc." 

" Yo« know the Don intends she shall niavry the captain?" 

"He told me so." 

"Shall you submit?" 

" I think not." 

" Then I'm satisfied. After all you have done for that man ; 
after all your sacrifices, to have the old fool turn up his noso 
at you, is « litlle too bad. Have her!" cried Francisco, " I'll 
ho cussed if I wouldn't take the girl if I had to Icar dowu the 
house. iSho belongs to you — don't slie ? " 

" 1 hope (hat she will," I replied. 

"But it won't do to marry her in (his country," my friend 
said, after a pause. " You would bo assassinated in less than a 
week after the event. The I>on has money, and could biro n 
doxcn hravos (o do;; )'Our steps. We must think of some olliot 

pi,,,." 

" I have one," I replied, " and I liope that it will work." 
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"I intend lo buy or cliarter Ihc Coquolte. Caslio He T.cgo 
is bitt ten miles fvom (lie vcsidciice of tlio Don. X sUult sliip a 
Gi-ow and iiavo oicr^tliing rendy, and wlinl la to jircvcnt hs from 
being off some morning ([uito early?" 

Francisco uttered a shout of doligbt, and litirlcd lits bat at flio 
head of Iho astonislicd Jose, who Hu-ncd round aii<l gviiiiied at 
suob a display of pleasantry. 



ciUFriou xvr. 



nON. — A urjuNSA. — 

A NAV. AN KT.Ol'KMKNT. 

Wk arrived at Havana about four o'ciook in tlio afternoon, 
niid drove straight lo the coiiiiting-ronm of Jlessra. Kinjo & Nejili, 
Tbc senior member of the firm was just about leaving the ofllco 
for bis country residence, lie gave ino a wnrni greeting, aitd in- 
vited ine into bis private room, while Fri»neisco paid his rcs|ieeta 
to bis brother clerks, and gossippcd of his doings during his ab- 
sence. 

" ISe seated," said the senior Eiejo, pointing to a chnir, " am! 
then we will talk for a few minutes on business." 

" I suppose you are anxious to know how our accounts stuiiil," 
he said, passing me a cigar. 

I bowed, and waited for bim to proceed. 

" I eau lell you in a feiv words. Wo compromised with Iho 
owners of Ibo Virgin, and allowed them one hundred thousand 
dollars for tboir share of the treasiu'o which was saved, and very 
gla<l ihcy were to get it. Tliat left us two hundred thousand dol- 
lars. We dccitlod to keep one hundred thousand, and <livide (be 
balance between yourself and crow. The slaves sold well, atul 
those which yon captured we only ckimed one third of; .so that 
I can safely say that youi nidiMdual shaio of Ibc piofits of ihc 
voyage will amount (o about one hundicd tnd RHy thousand dol- 
lars. A pretty good foui months' (up, md llu, moat piofilablo 
Olio that over reached Cubi, m our Inn, jou undi,ist\nd " 
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I WAS miitizetl niiil ttimost confoumtcd, I lind not anlipipflted 
nioi'o Ehaii one liiuiiliuil tjioiisiiiid dulliirij nt the utmost; tiiid I 
tliougjit with joy, lliat, willi tlio diaiiiomls and precious stones 
which I hu<\ secured nlioui my person, I w;is in reality worili 
hnlt' u initlioii dolliir^, nnd ull eiitncd in loss tlian two yeava,' 

"Is iho result ealisfaclory?" awkod ilio scuor Hicjo, wills a 
smile. 

" I'crfeclly," I replied. 

" Then to-morrow you shall receive the money in gold, and let 
mo advi:^o yott to ship it homo In Ihe Uiiitcd States Trigato Grow- 
ler, M-hioli is lyi'ig in the harbor, and will sail I'or liosloii in a few 
days. I Tiiiderstood Kranciseo to wrilo that you had no desire to 
continue in the business louder," 

" Sncli is my intention," J replied. 

" J am sorry to lose you, bnt women conquer all ; and, as Iho 
malch is so advanla^eous, I cannot advise you to forego it." 

" I don't midcrstand you," I said. 

"Wby, it is reported that Don Ingracia is about to give you 
iho band of his daughter for saving licr life. 1 was surpriscil at 
il, for ihc old fellow is intensely mean, and lias been looking for 
au alliance with a nobleman." 

" And still is looking for one," I replied, wtlli some biltornoss. 
" lie has even had the impudence to nsk my advice on the sub- 
ject, and he did so that 1 might have no hopes of obtaining tlio 
lady's hand." 

"And of conrse yo\i abandoned ail hope at once?" Iho senor 
asked, with a peculiar smile. 

" Of course," I answered, and smiled in return. 

" All, it is tlio best plan, for tlie Don is powerful, and iidght 
do you a mischief if you annoyed liim. lie could fijid plenty of 
tools lo work ivitli, so it is besl lo bo on Ihe safe side." 

" IJut suppose he bad no opportunity to rotnrn mo any littlo 
favor I might show him ? " I asked. 

" If fuch is the ease, why go on, and the saints prosper yon. 
Only dou'l let me know anything of your purpose, for I must 
make ft-icnds instead of enejuies. My business is one that is cai'- 
ried on soerully, bul people have the power of annoying me." 

I'erhaps my looks expressed the disappoiutmcut I folt, for tho 
senor said, — 

21 
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" Yon liavo sonio fuyor lo ask iiic? " 

" I wimt to chillier tlio Coqiiottc i'or two inoiillis, iuiil would 
pny wcU for llio vessel," I said. 

" For Afrieii?" 

" Perhaps I_miiy go llierc. At any rote I will gitftcniiloo that 
the schooner slmll he relnnieil to any port you may name wilhiii 
tlu-ec inoiilhs ; for that time I iviH pay well." 

" 1 will lliitik Ihc miittor over," said the seuor liicjo, " and lot 
you know in iho morning." 

The next nioi'ning lie informed mo that I could liavo tlio achoou- 
or for two niontlis without nay cliiu'gc. 

" But you must man and iivovision lier, and (ilcd;^o your word 
tliat she shall lie returned lo the port of Casivo de J.ego in good 
order," he said. 

" I will do that willingly," I answered, with a gratified look. 

We proceeded to settle my accounts, anil ihen the sum ol" one 
hundred and liny'fivo thousand dollars was paid mo in donhtoons. 
This large amount, willi the exception of five thousand dollars for 
necessary expenses, I'^rancisco boxed up for nic, and before night 
it was snug on boai-d of the United iSlates ship Growler, 1 did 
iiot tell the captain, whom I was introduced to by the United 
States consul, that I bad made ibo money by rnuning earjjoes of 
negroes, for I was fearful the information might have hurt bis 
feelings. It did scum a little curious, thoiigb, that a government 
vessel should carry homo the gold which was aceumulatud in a 
trade that the ship was sent to suppress. In fact, I suppose Iho 
captain did not care how I came by the gold, and I iircsumo 
he wished it was his own with all his heart, for a naval olficor 
can gel lisrougb with u largo pile of money while upon a foreign 
station. 

lu one of the boxes 1 wonld have secured my holt of diamonds, 
but feared that some blundering eustom-liouso official would over- 
haul tho treasure in the United Slates, and conliscato tlio stones 
on the groiuid of smuggling. 

As soon as my money was safe on board I felt a liltlo easier, 
but still had much business to do. It was necessary I should 
ship a crow for Iho Goqtiof to ; so, taking I'^rancisco with me, wa 
WC4it to c|uartors whore seamen froqiienlcd, and I had the good 
luck lo find the crow of a lioslon liark whicli had been cou- 
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le el lit IlavniiJi, wiiilc llio caplniii liiul paid his debts with 
t1 o lore op.Hfiil. 'J'liut in, he hud vnii olV a\w iii^hl iicid tukcu what 
1 o o) 1 could collect with him, and left Ihc crew to wliisllo for 

tlo |HJ 

It o o ) WGi'o Oil tho consul's hands, aiul that oll'icini wnn ttc< 
Biroits of gotti rig rill of ihom as soon as possihlo, and 1 believe 
moat coufliil!! arc of (lie same mind. I liked llic ajipcni-anco of 
the mate aiul second mate very much. Tliey belonged lo Capo 
Cod, and had sailed logollier for years. The (list mute's iiaino 
was I'reiitice, and tho secoad male's name was Davis. They 
gave a good account of the crow, and said fhey were men ^vho 
could bo relied upon in slorni or calm. Thoy \yero out of nion- 
oy, tho yoUow fever season was about to coninienco, and thoy 
were tired of looking for a ship. They could have entered on 
board of tho Growler, but didn't like the service of Uiielo Sam. 
As some had families at (ho Cape, they were most anxious to re- 
turn iiotnc. 

I told Ihcni what 1 wanted, and what I wanted thorn for, al- 
though I said noihing about the iulended olopcmoiil ; but Pren- 
tice and Davis wore a little suspicions that I cx])ccfcd to ongago 
in tho slave trade, and that they would not do at any rate. 

" Look you," I said, " I want you lo act as innlc and second 
mate until the scliooner roaches Hoston, Then I slmll leave, and 
with six men you must nuvigale Iier back lo Cash'o do Iicgo, put 
her in good order, and restore evorylhing on board as you fiinl it. 
I'sliali give tho mate one hundred dollars per moalh, tho second 
mate fitly dollars, and Iho men twenty-five each. Uut I must 
have obedience and discipline, and 1 will have it." 

The mates looked at each other a moiiieiit. Hiicii wages they 
could not withstand. 

" Wo are i-eady to go on board in lialf an >hour," they said. 

I gave each half a month's wages, took tlicm before tho eonsiil. 
and shipped thorn in form, and glad enough the ollicia! was. 
Then 1 chartered a coasting schooner and sent my men on board, 
slocked the vessel with a few casks of bread, salt pork, beef, 
beans, rice, flonr, and such things as I sliouhl want to feed 
the crew on the passage to the Slafos, paid for everything, 
and saw the eonslor start for Castro do Logo with mj now 
crew as merry as crickets; each man having spliced Ihc aiaia 
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biiico several times lo kcc}) in gooil liimior, mid all li.i\'iii^ ciiougli 
tobacco to limt for a monlii, 

I gii ^I 1 II I tlo \vlieii lie (11-- 

rivcd,! 1 I i 1 1 n k ivilhout dcliiy in 

filling k 111 I I I wc 8liould not 



Alu 111 1 1 I! 1 1 1 puitl my bilk, I 

receive 1 > 1 t If 11 c full possession 

of llio I f 1 111 t li my (liiy's work, 

I rcpnircii to a liotcl, ivliore I had (olil Joso to wait for mo with 
tlio volaiito. I foiiiul the fiiilbfiil fellow perfccily coiilcnted with 
his sitimtion, and ready lo Blurt for Kan INtiiippc at a moineiit'a 
notice ; but as it was iiUe I coiicliutcd to remain over for the iiigtit 
nnd Iciivo early in the morning, and just as I bad come to this 
wise conclusion, Vrancisco found mo niul said that bo bad got 
leave of absence for a few days, and would remain with mo until 
1 tefl the island. 

I was very gind of this, for bo could prove of great benefit to 
nie at (he port of Castro de Lego, being much botfor aequaiiiied 
tban I was. Wc agreed that I frfiould carry him to Don Ingracia, 
and j'rom tbciice he would ritio hori^eback to iho port, and bavo 
cvcrytbiiig ready for mo to sail at a moment's warning. Wo 
ale a late supper, and as bolb of us were tired, did not vcntiiro 
upon iho I'laxit for fear wo should meotwilb some advonluro 
wliicb ivould inlci'fere with tbo business before ns. So wo sat 
and smoked, and drank liglit wine, until nine o'clock. Wc tiien 
scjiarntcd for the night, with the understanding that wo should 
Start at daylight the next morning. 

Jose was pi-ompi, niid bad the volante tiraivn up in front of the 
hotel just at daylight, and after a substantial brcakl'ust of chickens 
and eggs and tomatoes, we were ofl" for 8an Philippe. Nothing 
of especial note occurred on the road, and we reached the resi- 
Oenco of Don Ingracia about three o'clock in (lie afternoon, in 
time to dross for diiuicr. 

Francisco refused to rcmuiii at the Don's Jioiise over nighl, 
mui'b lo the Icon's gralilicaliun, I have no doubt, for ho very 
kindly consented that fresh horses should be furnished for llio 
volanio, and I lot Joso drive my friend to Castro de I.ego the 
same afleruoou. 
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Tlie Doe loccivcd me willi civility, biit I can't say witli niiidi 
cordiiility, ftiid 1 llioiiglit I reatl in liis eyes lliul ho conUI 
Imvo chcerfuiiy MUs!niiic(] himself if my nUscimo hml been pro- 
longed for mi iiKlcrinilc porioil. I pi'deiulcd to lake no iioliec of 
Iiii) iimiiucr, ant) soon coinnicnccd (iilkiiig with him about liis Hsli 
ponil and ns it was somelhiiijT lliat was to add to his grnmlciii- 
lio lent mo a ready ear, aiul bocaiiic ciilhiisiaslic. foi' nie to ooin- 
niciico the work iinnicdiiitely. Hut ihal I was resolved not to do 
oi a y o t 

\it I s I o I I a I ot Bee G ic a o heard a word of her. 
I CO cl lo 1 I oil ask e&i cc ^ I v hereabouts, foi- I ^vas 

Do a C a a s oil 1 1 st I aa I 

SI o s 1 I 11 s o 3 tl a swor. " In regnrd (o 

the pond — " the IJon contimicd, an though !o lead iiic from tito 
Biibjoet, but I was not lo be led from it. 

" I prosiinic she is at iionic," I hinted. 

" O, yes, certainly, she is at home. Bnt the pond should — " 

" I shall then pay my respects to her at diuiicr," I said. 

"Of coiirso, if yon choose." 

lie spoke like a man who would rather I should not, but I was 
determined to, n evert holes a, 

" Captain MarloncUo is still stopping here," I said. 

" 0, yes, of course," was iho answer. 

Bill the ]^on did tiot say where lie was, or how lie ivns em. 
ployed. 

I went (o my room, which the Don was kind enough lo resers'o 
for mo, simply hecatiso no one wanted it, laboring as ii <tid under 
a bad i-eptitalion. I dressed for dinner, and just as 1 left my 
room Gracia quitted hers. I sprang towards her, but was 
slopped by iho stiililen appearance of an old woman, who was 
too eroBB-lookiiig to merit a passing glance. 'I'ho old thing 
made sail, euhI bore down upon me with ft face as griui us tho 
lower tier of a line of battle ship's guns ; and, failh, her black 
Bna])ping eyes glanced sHspiciously at me, as thotigh I was about 
to take Gvaeia in my avnis, and (ly out of the wiiido\\-, and leavo 
the planiation forever. I 8aw that I must reduce sail iinil heconio 
circumspuel, llieroforo I bowed as politely as a reefer to his cap- 
tain when fearing punishment for his monkey-shines. 

" Souor Hohert," said Gracia, looking as iliougli aUo was da 
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siroiis of tlii'owiiig lier arms ai'omid my nock, but rostviiitied hor- 
seif. " I am [iLfased to see you liack lo San I'iiilippc ; yoit liiivo 
Ijccri gone two clays." 

The old woman pricked up licr ears al flic conversalion, and 
advanced. Gi'iieia njijieared to notice her foi- llio first time. 

" Seaor Uobert," my liidc dai-ling said, " tlita is Donna Mai'- 
flia, whom my fiitlicr has cnj^nged as a duenna, and wliom yon 
niiisf be very kind lo." 

TIic old woman bobbed lier bead )iko a te!i-giiii brig iti a licnd 
sea, and said, " O ! " Hut that " 0," meant much. It said as 
plainly as possible, " I Iiavo been cngajjed lo wjvlch yon, and I 
mean to do my duly. So don't Ibink 1 shall steep while you are 
present." 

" I am cxircmoly happy lo make the acquaintance of so ex- 
cellent a liidy," I said. " I trust wc sliall bo good friends." 

The old witch gi'nntcd, and didn't appear vciy sauguino 
Bbout it. 

We walked a few steps along (he wide entry, \vlion Graoia sud- 
denly slopped. 

"O, Martha, I have IcR my walcli upon my dressing table. 
Go and bring it, if you please," 

The duenna turned to perform the errand, but as soon as slia 
Iiad entered the room, two beads might have been seen logelhcr, 
Rttraelcd by laws which govern all solid sub.slances, and half 
a dozen smothered kisses were ilakcn witli (ho rapidity of lt»b(- 

" ilow shall I get rid of her?" Graeia asked, hi a whisper. 
" She sleeps in niy rooni, and kce|is close to nic al all (imes." 

1 mu((cred a curse at the information. It was not exactly what 
an impatient man desired (o put up with. 

" Poos she drink wine?" I whispered. 

" Yes, she has a Ijotde of wine or spii'it in my room, and every 
night drinks half a glass for the purpose of producing sleep." 

"Then I have her on (he liip. Go to Ihe (able without me. 
I will linger behind. Hut where is tbc bottle kcpi?" 

" In a clicst of dr.awers — the lower one ; " and at ibis instant 
the duenna made ber appearance. 

" 'i'bero is no watch there, senorifa," said the duenna. 

Graeia seemed surprised, and looked nt her dross belt and 
laughed. 
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" I Jiovo it liero. I ain so snrry I Iroiibleil yoii." 

" 0," griiiitetl thn old womati, Slie looked at nic na tlioitgli 
I was (iio means of wciitlitig licr on tlie orrninl, and I guess I was. 
At nny rnto, I iliii not coniplniu bocsinsc Griici.i was ko fovgelful. 

I'rolcuiling llial I liail left. Bomctliiiig ii) my vooni, I allowed 
the ladies to walk down stairs without me. I Imd sometiiiiig 
in my valise I wauled, and it was ii small phial containing a 
drug which Cringy had given mc upon the coast of Afi'iea, and 
recommended as something that \s'as excellent lo prodnco sleep. 
I had tried it once, and a few drops had set me into sneh asonud 
Bluniher I did not aivakc for ten hours. It was very powerful, 
but perfectly harmless unless au overdose was taken. 

With the phial 1 gained the room occupied by Giaca aid 
found llio hotllo tlie dncnna lovod so much. Itisas I all fdl 
of brandy, as I suspected, and in the spirit I pom el a fo v 
drops of the drug, replaced the bottle, and stole fro ii tl c a| ai ( 
ment nnobscrvcd by any one. 1 llionght if the ol 1 1 idy took 
ft sli-oiig driiik of il, she wotdd not pay inncli attention lo a con- 
versation between Gracia and myself, but I was really fearful 
somolhing would happen lo spoil my well-laid scheme. 

In the dining room the soup was just being served Captain 
Marlcnollo as at 1 o He llo c pla ^ I I a I I o ve 1 to 
I b t I k c lo el lo ca t ly I III o i I e el 

I le fo 8 io a 1 r c cl a gol a fc V ] 1 a ft t oh 

I 1 

II 1 Ik otoftl Do s 1 psiasolofti ly 
e J 1 as feU 1 vl c tl e c 1 v a eo el 1 1 lor 1 I „cd 
to b so o 1 o e lf.0 J ([ ctly ll 1 o f o ll o tabl a 1 

ai 1 an y 1 e J t aj | o tl c 1 so ll 1 1 co 1! I a c Ic 

ve*- ) C a Ifioiovyl^okcdiotlel a 
wlo c cjea e e as e tless as a eats i ^ 1 c 1 1 )o 
walel „ o si c 1 I bee \ cssly e ^a el 

I ot c Ito } 00 ea I) a 1 as f,l I vl c I I ei 1 f ra i 
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to hiibfcifii^c. Ami I (old licr uhat 1 liad iloiii., and wo laid mir 
plans fov an elopement, iukI not nixtil daylight did wo conclude our 
lung and interesting convcrfiiition, and tlioii the lady slolo to tioi 
room, wlicre tlie duenna was sleeping soundly and making nnnic- 
lodious music with ber nose. Grttcia felt no conipuncliotis of 
conHcicnto al leaving her father, for she considered I had iho 
best claim \i\}On her aft'cclions, and I tlioiiglit so too. 

The next day I started in the volante, witli Jose to drive, to 
SCO how matters were progressing on board tlio Ooquctte. I found 
Mr. Prentice and flio men were fast getting ready for aea, as 
tlicy bad landed everything which was of the lumber order, and 
stowed it away in storehouses which Francisco Imd provided on 
shore. The stores were all on board from the vessel whicli I bad 
chartered at Havana, and the Co(|uctto looked as neat as wax- 
work, with Iter holy-stoned deck as wUiio as snow, 

Francisco, with an eye to my comfort and (ho gi'atilicatiou of 
Gracia, bad purchased some ten doKon fowls, eggs in abtMidnnec, 
and largo quantities of frnil, whicli were carefully put on board 
aid were ready for use. 

" IIow soon can you bo ready for sea?" I asked of Mr. 

" AVe nro all ready now, sir, with the exception of a few casks 
of water, and (hose I shall fill this afternoon, besides giving the 
rigging ft Httlc setdng up, for it's rather slack by carrying sail." 

" Then be all ready to start at a moment's no(ico," I said, de- 
termined to carry off Gracia that very night. " When we Icavo 
it will be in a hnVry." 

" All right, sir. I'm ready at any time. I have never axed 
wli&t our business is, but 1 s'posc I shall know in good time. As 
long as it don't place niy neck in danger I dou't euro." 
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" Your neck is pcrfcclly safo," I replied. " The only neck 
to bo tiKlangcvcd is mine, nnil I'll run llic risk, for llie object is a 
i,o.il,y o,,,." 

The intilo looked (iii/xlcd, but (iskcd no more questions. 

" Do ilic men seem satisfiett?" I asked, 

" Well, I should think they niigM, sir. Tlicy haven't seen so 
much money as you gin 'cm for many monlhs, and if the men 
had hul ft tot of liquor once in a while in port, they wouldn't caro 
nboot stepping on dry land agin for some months." 

I look (be bint, and when I went on shore jiureliascd a barrel 
of wine, not of the best brand ihoiigli, and sent word to tbc 
iimlo to lake cbarge of it, and servo out liquor lo the men twice a 
day. This was somclbing so ciilirely Hiioxijceted, (be men sworo 
I was the best captain wbo ever stepped loot upon a quartor-deek, 
ftiul that they didn't caro a cuss li ibej did go bniiting for slaves. 
But I lind no such intentions. 

In the nftevuooii I started foi borne, tcllm^ Francisco to look 
for mc by daylinbt the next moiumg. 

"Jose," I said, while riding lowaids S tu I'bilippe, "you will 
do anything I ask yon to." 

'' Yes, soiior," was the ready answer. 

" Can you get a vohnilo *yith l«'0 bovaes for n\c to-night ? I 
don't wHnt a single person to know I am going uway. I shall 
start about twelve o'clock." 

Tho negro ibougbt a moment. 

" I can do it, mastei'," he said, at lengtb. " Tlic slaves round 
the stable don't know much, and arc lu/.y dogs. 'I'licy bad ratlier 
be dancing than tending their work. Tiio peo|)lo have a party 
to-night on tbc suioi 1 nii<iue's plantation. Our folks all want 
to go. I'll loll ilicm that I'll lake cure of tho stable, and they'll 
go and leave mo m cb ii ge " 

" That will do, Jose As soon as yon sec that the Don and 
his family ha\o ictiied toi the night, put two of the best horses 
to the volante itul dii\o to the avenue. Then come under my 
window, and wait unid you bear from me. lint abovo all things, 
let no one suspect wbil jou are about to do." 

Tho negro piomi'-cd obedience, and I had no doubt but that ho 
would Korve mo iaitbfiilh 

During the alteinoon I completed my preparations for depar- 
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tme, mul liinled to Gracia to do thcsnnio; lint tlic olii dncniia 
kept siiL-li walcli over tlio young lady it was i[iijios«il)lo for licr to 
collect hev (trcRscs, or ninko any of tliOHC flrrHngciiionts wliicli 
wei-e so necessary for a hasly flight. 

I waited in)|)nlieiit]y for iiiglil. I feared conicflihig would 
occur to deprive mo of tlio princ wliieli I was so imxioua to poa- 
Bcss ; liiit fit an early lioiir Gracia coinplaiticd of a aliglit hcad- 
iicli(i, niid vclircil to Ijor clinmbcr after receiving tlio iisitnl blessing, 
M'liicti licr parent bestowed, appareiilly with inoro feeling than ho 
was apt to do upon like occasions. Old Mnvtha followed the 
young lady, looking uunniially vicious and wakeful, as tliougli she 
was dcterminud to make up willi watchfuln08» wimt she hiul lost 
by sleep the night before. 

T did not lay dowu, but extinguished my light, anil waited pa- 
tiently for the signal which should inform inc that Marflia was 
nsleop. The hounc was (|uiel, and not a soul seemed (o bo stir- 
ring. IJon lugracia bad retired an bmir before, but Captain Mar- 
tcnello had converr^ed willi liini for a few minutes and then sought 
his (ipoi'tment. I feared the soldier stwjHJCtcd something, for I 
(lid not like his looks. 

At twelve o'clock precisely I hoard the voice of Gr.icia. 

" Don't make the least noise," she said, " for Martha has just 
fell into a deep sleep. She was umisually restless, and complained 
that her drink tasted bitter, and asked mo to try aomc aiid sco 
if it was not so. What shall I do, for I am so nervous I can't 
move ? " 

I soolhed her for a few moments, and then directed her to pack 
up wliat clothes she desired, but to leave nil of her jewels, as I 
was wealthy cnongii to purchase snch as sho wished. She re- 
turned to her room (o obey mc, and wliilo she was absent I care- 
fully shoved back the window and looked out; but the nighi 
was rather dark, and the trees so shaded the house I could see 
nothing. 

" Jose," I whispered. 

" Here, senov," answered the faithful fcHow. " I nu) all ready, 
[ind have been waiting an hour," 

" And the volanie?" 

" That is also ready, senor." 

" Good t Take my valise which I shall lojvcr to you, and keep 
a sharp watoli for fhe servants." 
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" No feov of them, sciiof, Tlio slablemcii liavo oil gone lo iho 
dniicc, jiiiii won't bo Iiomc till diiyliglit." 

I lowered my vrIisc fioin tlie window, aiul llicu went to Gra- 
cin. Siic flinist into my nrms a few diesscs, and such tilings iis 
she wanted, 

"Idai-o not sin)) for more," slic said. "Martha is restless, 
and talks in hci' Klccp. If she should awaken all is lost." 

But I was dotcrniincd tlint Oraeia should not suObr, wlnlo on 
hoRixI of tlio schooner, for tlie want of proper clolhingj and in 
spite of her rcmonslraiicos visited Iter chamber, and fomid such 
articles as 1 (lioii^'lit wore necesaary, ' JSnt before I left, I tm-ned 
and looked nl Mrtrllia. She wos lying on her back mid talk- 
ing while she slept, but it was so incoherent I did not slop to 
listen. 

I took all of Graeia's elolhes, packed tbeni in a shawl, and 
tlircw tliem out of the window, where ibcy were taken cliiirge of 
by the faitlifid Jose, who waited for nio patiently. 

" Kow, Gi'aeia," I said, " wo must take onr departure. Wo 
liinst pass through the corridors and out of the side door. If we 
meet any one bo sure that you speak not a word, but leave all 
to mo." 

She proniiscd compliance, and carefully opening the door I 
stepped forth. We took no li);ht for fear of atlraeling attention, 
for I have before alluded lo Iho fact ihaf" some of the servants 
filept in the hall on scllees, ivliile others rolled upon the floor, 
without pillow or bhinUcl. TJiosc wo would have to pass, and a 
light wordd have revealed moivj than was dcsii'ablo. 

1 look Graeia's hand and led her along llio corridor, slcpptng 
carefully for fear wo should slumblo over the prosirato bodies of 
the slaves ; but wo gained the slnir.i, and dcHc.cnded Ihcm with- 
out meeting any one, or making a noise. Then I iliought I was 
safe ; but jiist as I was hurrying towards tlic door whicli wo ivcro 
to make our exit from, one of ihe negroes started up Ironi a soltco, 
and appeared lo listen- lo our movements. 

" Is that you, Pedro?" the fellow asked. 

I mailo no answer, and pressed Graeia's hand for hor to keep 
Biknl. 

"Yoii must uo! Iry and phiy your (rii;ks on this child," Iho 
slave said. " 1 am wide awake and on the walcli." 
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I still rciTiiiincd (|uicl, ami Imidly broalhcd, so fearfiil wns 1 
tlic follow would jMireiic liis invest i^iitions. 

" I guess it wasn't I'eilvo, after all," iho slave sftid, stretdiing 
himself upon the settee nnaiii ; but sit any ralo ho wns tlisposcrt to 
make all sure, and taking his shoe, or something that wns handy, 
luirlcd it in onv diroctiou. 

TJio missile flew past us and struck (lie linftd of a nogi'O tvlio 
fvas sleeping on a scttoc on iho oflici' side of llio entry. As tlie 
fellow's skull lyns thick, it only aroused Iitm a little, nud rolling 
over, was soon nsloep again. In a few minutes nil was quiet, 
nnd by the heavy brealiiiiig of the negroes I judged they were 
all slumbcriny once more. 

Then wo walked towards tlic door, but just ns wo reached if, 
Gi'acia struck her font agniiist a slave, and the shock was 
BO sudden slio tittei'cd a cry of sin-prisc. The negro jumped 
upon his feet, with a yell of fear, for he snjiposcd the house was 
invaded by robbei-s, and that his thront ^vas (o be cut in (ho 
shortest possible lime, nnd without the slightest ceremony. I 
heard the other slaves start up and cry ont, and I know that there 
ivas no time to lose, or to stand for cci'cinony. The negro whom 
Grncin had stepped upon, had eanght lier garments in his hands 
nnd wns holding on to them tightly, so the lady whispered to me ; 
bnt llie instant after I received the inforniulion, the slave meiis- 
iH-cd his length upon the floor, the cllccis of a heavy blow Ufe- 
tween his eyes, for I had judged wlici-e his head was, and had 
aimed necordiugly. 

Tlio fellow yelled like a demon as ho struck the floor. In 
an instant his companions were in commotion, and were asking 
each other to light lamps, nnd what was tlio matter. Tlio 
explanation, I thought, would come soon enough; and catch- 
ing Gracia in my arms, I sqnared away for the door in a 
hurry, I luckily foiuid it open, and out I went nnd closed it 
after me. 

" Jose," I said, for I did not see that important individual, ow- 
ing to his color and the darkness of the night. 

" Here, senor," was the answer ; and Jose arose from the grass 
where he had been lying at full length. 

" Lead the way to the volaiitc," I said. " We ninst move in 
ft hurry, for the house is alarmed." 

Joso started ou a run for the vehicle, and I ibllowcd him with 
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Gvaciti tn my ai'ins, as fn^t as possible. As 1 (lid so, I lookcil 
biwk and saw ihat scvcrul lights were Ijiiriiing in tlic lioiisc, niicl 
nl^o heard a coiil'iiscd intirmiir, as tlioii;^li )inlf a do/.cn pcopio 
were talking at tiio itiimo lime, and nono listciiin;;. 

Wo were comiielled lo run for e. doxeii rods before we readied 
tlie votaiitc ; bill as soon as wo gained it, Jose spnin^ lo llie licmls 
of the horses, while I lifted Graeiii into the carriiigo, and jtimpcd 
in after her. Slic was hardly conscious, so frigliteiied was she. 

l''or n inoinciit I glanced back. I could hear t!ie negroes shont- 
ing to eiich other ou iho pia^/.a, aiid the ]>oi» raving. Tlien Joso 
let the whip I'lill npon the horses, and wo wore olf at a ten-knot 
rale of speed, through tho winding avenue, through the gate, and 
ont Tipon the level road, where tho carriage ^vhecls and tho 
horses' Iioofs awoke tho ccIiocb of lUe (|uiot night, and revealed to 
those in the lionse the direction which we had taken. 

I folded Gi'aeia in my arms, and whispered ivoi'ds of comfort in 
her ears ; but she did not heed me, for her (oars were falling last, 
and I had no doiiht she was thinking of the liomc which she hud 
left, and the rage of her father. 

While toiling slowly up a hill, about three miles from the Don's 
house, I looked back and listened to sue if we were pursued. 1 
could hear udlhing, btit Jose's ears were luoro qnick, for ho 
started hastily, gathered «p Iho reins, and itsed the whip most 

" What is the mutter, Jose?" I asked. 

"Tiie hounds," he answered, in a whisper. "Tho Uon has 
let loose the dogs, and thoy are on our trail." 

Tho intelligence did not dismay me. I was armed with a 
pair of revolvers, well loaded, and a bowic knife, and considered 
that I was a match for eight or ten of the animals, at least as 
long as I remained in the votanle. I ordered Joso to let tlio 
horses walk np the hill, and thus save their wini) and strength, 
and calmly awaited tho onset. 

Oiir horses toiled slowly up the iiill, but before wc gained tlio 
enmmit llio bays of the honuda were terribly distinct, as they 
pressed on after ns with noses close to Iho ground, uttering 
their discordant music, and licking their chops with the antici- 
pation of a buttle, or worrying some human being to death. I 
was BO fearful (iracia would bear tho dogs and become terrified, 
I would willingly have given (hoiisamla of dollars if I could 
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'I'lio dogs were einniing, for Ihcy bad divided their forces, ono 
o» each side of the volaiitc, and turned ilicir wtiolo alleiilioii lo 
the negro, as ihough he whs the only one who was lo be warred 
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" Have me, 
mc, and shivering wilh terror. 

I did not wait to he culled upon twice, bnt leaning forward, 
put the mn/./le of a [liHlol close lo tlio liead of iho dog, and lli'cd. 
The next instant there wus a toud yolj», and down tumbled the 
nuinial with a. ball through Ids brain. 

" Tlie otlier one, too," cried Jose, kicking at ttio remaining 
bound witb bis huge feet, alihougli there wus great danger tita 
dog would get a nioulhful of Iocs by tbe operation. 

As Jose spoke, the hound made a spi-iiig and reached the driv- 
er's seat, to wliieh be clmig with his loie-paws, and made frantic 
Bttempls to bite llio slave ; but tlic hutcr sbilted his position with 
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a suddiiii jump, niul its lie (iid so slai'fcil tUe horses ; lliey pliiii«ccl 
down (ho liill with fctirftil speed, and their abrupt movenu'iit 
Ihruw mo to llie l)otloin of iho volant c ; but, luc-kily, without 
disdiarging my pistol, whicti I held on (o tightly, us my best 

" IIoKl the hovsoB, Jose," I shonted. 

"I would, seiior, bnt the dog, whom the Kiiints curse, is snap- 

Tlie iiogi-o feared iho hound more than lie did breaking his 
neck by being thrown froin the earriiige ; for, from the (inio lie 
was able to work, lio bad been tanght that bloodhounds were 
terrible animals, and tbat one of ihcin whs able to overcome iv 
duzcn negroes. Tiicrefbre, instead of ivateliiiig (he horses, the 
slave .preferred keeping his cjcs upon iho dog; and I must 
confess the bnitc did not look inviting, as bo snapped at ii9 
and struggled to get into the volantc, yet was unable to do so, 
owing to the pace at whieh the horses wei'c going. iNXomen- 
larily I cxpceted tlie ei-aft would founder, for we were currying 
loo mueli sail lor the course wc were steering; bnt as soon as 
I picked myself up, and saw that Graeia was nninjnrcd, and was 
holding on for dear life, Illiungbl, in ease of a wreck, the dog 
would soon play the deuce with us, so ended his earcer in liio 
same manner that the other one was tiuisbed, much to the joy 
of the negro, wlio uttered a shout whieli could have been beard 
for half a mile, before he gatlicred np his I'eins or niado any at- 
tempt to stop the horses. The conscqnenccs were, the wheels on 
the starboard side struck a roek, and for a monicul the volanto 
was suspended in tho air like Mahomet's eoilhi, and then, with a 
surge, over it went. 

I bud seen the impending danger in time to put up my pistol, 
throw my arms around Graeia, and when we eapsix.cd jumped 
with her, and luckily struck iho earth without the slightest injury 
to either of us ; bnt 1 cauglit a glimpse of Jose performing Jialf a 
do/.eii Bonicrsa»dls, with the rnins of the carriage revolving around 
liim like planets around the sun; and then tbe horses suddenly 
stopped, for there was no more miscbiof to do just at that nioment. 

" Are you hurt? " asked Graeia, iu au anxious lone. 

" Not in the least. And you ? " 

" Am I not in your arms? " she asked, as though she was (piilo 
safe there frojn alt danger. 
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I kissed hcv, and went to llie assislanRC of JoMC, wliom I fouml 
niixod mi wit!i llio wreck of tlio vcludo. 

"Ave you injured?" I nsked, dciiviiig away some of tho 

"No, aoiioi'; I lliiiik not," wiis llic answer, and the slave felt 
of liis limbs. Siuidciily lio ijoiit Ids head fo tho gronnd and whis- 
pered, " Wc arc piivflucd, senor, by people frojii the house, but 
wo can avoid ihcm by Ictiviiig llie road, and finding shelter in tho 

I bad half a mind to do so ; bitt 1 feared wo should lose our 
way in (he bushes, and miss rcaehing port by daylight, in whicli 
case I flhonld stand a poor chance of accomplishing my object; 
for it seemed quite probable to mo that the Don wonhl collect 
a sufiicient force to cut olf my retreat, and lieni mo in on all 
sides, and my ttcatmcnt, ittider sneh circumstances, I imagined, 
would not be of the lightest kind, esjscciaity if Captain Martc- 
ncllo had command, I thought of these things while some liorso- 
men were coming down the hill, and just as their forms became 
vi,sil)lc, I liad made up «iy mind I woidd stand my ground and 
let them do their worst, if my pursuers wore inclined loflght; 
and I did not doubt but they were, provided I eoald ho taken at 
« disad vantage. 

Suddenly one of the liorses caught sight of the broken A'olantc, 
nnd gave a spring to avoid a colhsion ; and if the niaii who was 
mounted upon the animal bad not been an adniirablc liorsomao, 
ho would have been sent dying tbrongb tho air like a rocket with* 
out a tail. This circumstance caused both men to chock their 
animals, and look around to see what tlio matter was, 

" Diablo," cried a \oice, which I rceogniiied as that of Captain 
Marlciiello, " the infernal brute nearly sent mo flying over jiis 
head. There is something in tho road. Can you make out what 
it is?" 

" My eyes are somewhat dim," said the IJon. " I'crhaps you 
had better examine the road, aud report what the obstruction is." 

"Yes; I suppose I must oncounlcv all the dan);er, although 
ono would itiiagine that a father looking for a daughter would 
cure for nothing else." 

" I should think a lover would fear no danger while in pursuit 
of a misti-ess," the ]>oii said. "The rascal who has stolen my 
child would not have scrupled to cnconnlcr a doneti men in her 
behalf. lie is a bold man, altJiotigli a bad one," 
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" Ciivaes on liiml " tlic capfaiii inutlerc<3. "I slioiiW tike to 
feat his bvftvery. I buiie^'o Iiiin to bo a brajfgiiig cownril, like 
ino8t Amcrjcaws. If i overlake him, be sbfill never see aiiotlicr 
day." 

While tbe captaiit was 8])eaking, (ho Don bad carefully ap- 
proached the volauto ami oxainiiiotl it. 

" This is llic caiTiiigc in which thoy escaped," cried the Don. 
"Thoy Imvo been ovcrliirncd, and caii't be fur from here. Lot 
in ride on, anil sec if we can't ilnd ihcm." 

" And full into mi ambnnb and furnish targets for that cursed 
Yankee and bis revolver? " cried tlio rational captain. "No, 
eoiior, I don't do anything of that sort. I'm too good a soldier." 

" Why, I thought that a moment since you were anxiona for ft 
fight. How is it yon change so sudden? AVo must reach tbo port 
before daylight, or my child is lost — not only to you, but to mc 
forever." 

" I would fight the Aniericati or any other man who seeks to 
deprive me of a mistress," cried the gallant eaplnin, " but I don't 
like meeting a man in the dark. Besides, the Americans are a 
bloodlliirsiy race, and don't care how many men they kill. If 
you bad taken my advice, we should have waited until a dozeiior 
twoiily of the servants bad hccn moiiuted, so tliey could have 
started with us." 

" I know, I know," tbo perplexed Don remarked ; " but I sup- 
posed the dogs would bring ihom to. I bad no idea they would 
allow themselves to he shot." 

The captain uttered ft maleOielioii, and spurred bis horse for- 
wanl ; as he did so, his sharp eyes caught sight of the wbito 
dress wbieh Graeia wore. Joso and myself be did not see. 

" I liavc found her," cried the captain. " Iler companion has 
fled, and left liei- alone. If ho was but here, I would punish hiu\ 
for bis treiicbery." 

He throw himself from his horso as ho spoke, and advanced 
towards Graeia, who ehnig to mo in terror, for fear ho would pre- 
vail and cany tier back to her home. 

" Jose," I wliispcvcd, " secure (he captain's horse. I shall 
want it." 

Tbo negro dropped upon his hands and knees, and crawled 
along tho side of tbo road, entirely unnoticed by the Don and 
captain, who were too eager to seeuro (ho hidy to think of any- 
22 
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tiling else. The captahi di^oppcd Uie bridle of Iiis horse and 
sprttug towtiriU GrAoin ; btit jiitti (is he was iiboiit to liiy a hiiixl 
upon iicr Ann, ihu moon, wliich Inid hccti lihldcn bchitii:! soino 
diirk clouds, nppcArcd, Hud revcnlcd to the nstoiiishcd soldier his 
rival' a form. 

He ultcrod a ficrco onlh and Rtnrfcd back, and as he did so, I 
SAW him pnt liis hand lo his breast as thongh searching for a 
weapon. I drew Oracia hohim! me, ntid kept my eyes fixed 
steadily upon llie inAii'H movements, determined to shoot liim 
■lown if lie showed any liostilo ititotilions ; but while the ciiptaiii 
was seAreluiig for a weapon, the Don made an ap|)Crt! to Ilia 
danghter. 

"Gracia,"ho snid, " retm-ii willi me, or I will never forgive 
you for this act of disobedience. I liavo the best riglil to your 
love, and shall exert my authority to compel your return if you 
decline. Do not trust to strangers, especially an American. 
They arc a desperate race." 

Had he talked like a parent who really loved his child, I have 
Bonio doubt whether Gracia would not have been moved by his 
alFcction, but he commanded her like a tyrant, and she resisted. 

" I'adrc," slie said, " I have always been all ailcction to yoii, 
and should have continued to lovo and obey you ; but you sought 
to force mo lo marry a man whom 1 disliked. And never asked 
the Btalo of my feelings. 1 have loved the seiiov Kobcrt siiieo he 
saved my life, and I always kIiilH lovo him mitil death. I musv 
go wliero ho call.s me, even to misery ; but I trust to happiness. 
I'ardon mc, father, but think bow much I owe the seiior " 

" Knongh," cried the captain. " J did not come I ore to 1 ca" 
the whining of a girl wlio should be placed in n con e 1 I er 

senses arc restored. I was led lo suppose she was a \ o s lo 
become my wife, or I should not bo here. Let ) i o 
work AS soon as possible, and retm-n. Advatice, Do I 
and clAim your child, and woe to the man who oppose* yot . 

I began to think I had miscalculated the fellow, after all, ami 
that ho really had some fight in him. I thought I would givo 
him ft chance to show his spirit, and therefore submitted a propo- 

" Senor," I said, " we can settle this matter between \i». Wo 
cacti claim the lady's hand. Let us fi^ht for her like ii\tn, aud 
to the victor she eliall belong." 
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DEATH Of TlIK CAITAIS. ?i"i9 

" I Rin a gentle man," wns Ihe haiisl'ty i»ii«wcr, " ami pnuiiot 
(Icbii^o niysulf so iimeli iis lo li^ln ivitli ii iiiiiii wlio ileaia in sliives, 
liucoiiio like me, and 1 will vofcr you to a (Vienil." 

" So that you coiili! fiave time to run," bmko in Jose, (o my 
iittur siivpi'iso. 

Tho captain turned and cost a look of fury and scorn upon fiio 
slace, who had dared (o Hjieak in such a initnner. 

." You blrtck rascal," (he Spaniard said, " I'll havo yon whipped 
from one end of (ho ialand lo (he olhcv, if you dare to S|)eak to 

" Thank you, Scnoi' Captain ; but I don't belong lo you, nnd 
never expect to. Yon ar6 much more I'ond of whipping lilaeka 
than lighting whites, as half your regiment can testify." 

" Silence, Jose," I said. 

Jlut I was loo laic with my rebuke ; for ihe words had so irri- 
tated the Spaniard, he turned upon ihe black, who was sfand- 
iiig near, not suspecting an altaek, and plunged a long knife into 
his Ijosom. 

" I am killed," cried Jose, as he sank npon his knees, stretch- 
ing out tiis hands lowarda me, as though praying mo to rcvenga 
liis murder. 

Gracia shrieked, and would have fled from Ihe scene, but I ro- 
strained her. Her cries aroused the rage of the caplain to a 
frantic pilch, and, thirsting for blood, ho waved his knife and 
sprang towards me with the benevolent inlention of serving me iu 
Ihe same manner ho had Jose, 

" Come no nearer," I cried, cocking my revolver. " Be warned 

"Dog of a Yankee," the madman replied, " you, too, sh*U 
die." 

He was wilhiu three paces of mo when ho spoke, and his knife 
was gleaming in ihc moonbeams ready to descend upon my 
breast, so 1 liad no lime lo lose. I aimed my pisfoi iiTid fired. 
The captain plunged at my feet, face down, and did not niovo 
again, so I am inclined to think iho bullet look cIVcct ; but I did 
not examine the man, or look for his wound. 

I removed my eyes from the corpse just in lime to see Don In- 
gracia staring at nie and the body aKevuaiely, as liimigh doubting 
the evidence of his senses, and not knowing what to make of it. 
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But suddenly tho trntli (lashed through his brniii, ami wifh a 
groan lie rushed towards his hovsc, shoiiliii!^ as he did so, — 

" You shall be shot for this, ns sure as my iiiiiiic is Ingracia." 

I heard his lior,4c's hoofs dashing h|) the hill, and Ihcn, with a 
few quieting words to Grauiu, wei»t and examined Jose. The cap- 
tain's knife hud sirnck home, and the |)aor fellow's lifc-hluod was 
oOKing forth nt a rapid ruLO. 

" The saints hless yon, sonoi'," Jose said, in a feeble tone. " I 
sItouUI like to have lived ami sewed you faithfully during a lou^ 
life, but it cannot bo. You have treated mo like a man since I 
have been yonr slave, and I Iwtvo been happy in consequence, 
But do not stay here. Fiy to the vckmcI while you have lime, for 
the l>on will soon return willi a largo force, fake you prisoner, 
and treat yon rudely " 

" Bnt, Jose, 1 c ot 1 a ) i here to die alone. I may bo 
ahlo to yet save yo I f 

" No hope for i c ^c o 11 knife went loo far. It is but a 
question of time. \o I c a iged my death, and that is all 
I coidd wish. 'I'l c c j s a rascal, and always was one. 

I have heard of I s lo ^^^ y times, and I thank the saints 

the lady Graela ^ s ol 1 f . Now go, for timo is pi-ecious 

to you and to her. 

I felt bis haul ro oil as bis breath grow short. lie 
again spoke, but Is 1 va Icred ; and in a few minutes the 

soul of the slave I a 1 flc t f o ts earthly abode to the homo that 
is promised all ma k 1 a lie s of color, ei'ecd, or profession. 
I could have shed tears for the man's death, for he had bound him- 
self to nic by such tics as rarely bind master and servant. Kveii 
Gracia, who bad been (aught to look upon the death of a negro 
as a matter of no consequence whatover, could not suppress bcr 
tears as she dung to my shoulder and gaxtn) at the body. But it 
was no lime for grief. Wo had some llirce miles to travel, be- 
fore we reached the port of Castro dc J-ogo, and it was necessary 
we should arrive there early, or before iho inhabitants of tho 
town wore stirring. But how to got there was tlio qtieslion. 
The volanlo was a is-rcek, and the hoi-ses were not saddled ; but 
while I was thinking the inaltcr over, Grucia pointed to the cap- 
tain's horse, and said, — 

" ^Vc can ride that animal, and you can hold nto on." 
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I had llimi^hl of llmt plan also, but feared to iii-oposo it. I 
pill my ai'iii iiioiiml liiT ivuist, lilted liw to ihcBiiddlc, ami s))ri\iig 
ui» bi-liiLul liur. 

Jiisl lis llio firrft iQilicationfl of diiy were visible in tlio cast, 
we ruudicd Iho port, and iwie (jiiickly ibrough tlic sibril sireufs 
towarda the pier, where I expi'cled lo find ii bout awiiitiug Hio- 
Just lis we rcadieil llic duck, I miw the blitrk liiill of ihu Coqiicito 
silting upon the wiiler like a dut-k, while ii light, whicli hiiiig in 
the main rigging, showed that the puoplo on boai'd were nlivo 
to (hoif duties. 

I looked aroHiid for the boat ivhieh I expected, but did not seo 
one; and just as £ was iiboiil (o hnil the schooner, some person 
spi'ang tip from lichiitd a (ihhiii;r erafi that was ovcrtnrncil upon iho 
beiicli, and vitshed loward^^ us. 

" Here I ha\e waited for you all night," fnitl I'Vaneisco ; " and 
the saiiil!! be praised, I liavo not wailed in VRiii. Senoritu, X 
greet yon." 

The Konorila bowed her acknowlcdgmonts. 

" Is the hoiit on shore?" 1 asked, 

" It is behind the pier, scnov, ami tlio men are waiting." 

" 'L'licn let lis euibiirk, for wc Imvc no time to lose ; " and in Icn 
niiinilcs we were on hoard tlio schooner, and Grucia was veattng 
in her old stfttc-rooin. 



CHAFViai XVII. 

UP WITH Xlli'; ANOIIOH. — MOUK I'UHSUl'f. — TIIK STKAMI-'.U. AN 

KXl'I.ANATIOS, AND WII.VT CAMK OF IT. 

" You may call all hands and heave short," I snid to Ihe mate. 
" We will tiiko iidvaniiige of ibis land Iji'ccko, and get a good 
ofling." 

'i'ho men quickly mustered on dtck, and manned the windlass, 
and I'oiiscd ihe chain in with hardly an ell'ort. 

We liovo short, hoisted our fore and aft sails, and then tripjiod 
the anchor; and as the head of the vessel began to pay olT, I 
lieiird a terrible elaltering in the slroels of Ihc town, and in 
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a fuw HccondK the iinirurms of a (lo>:cu Inucei'M liovc in siglil ; ami 
S])lon<ltd lioraeincii tiioy wore, too, riding (iowii to llio wiiier's cdgo 
at full gallop, Aiiil fairly sjilnsliing the brine inio their faces as ihey 
drew rein in line, aiul ilirccled their gaxe towanis lis. 

" There is some fun here," niutiercd Francisco. " I (ihonlil 
not woiiticr if I were couijiullcd to visit Auicrioii, whcthei' t tle- 
flircd to or not. But the olficer huH something to suy. Let us 

"The schooner, nhoy ! " orioil ilic lienteuniit, who had cliarge 
of til c ]mrly, 

" Well, what is i(?" I asked, leaning over Ihe rail. 

" In the name of (he captain general, I command yon to sur- 
render Ihe vessel into my hands, wlitlo all of iho crew wilt go 
■with mo ns prisoners to Havana!" yelled llie lieutenant, with a 
flonrish of Iiin swoi'd. 

"And suppose wo don't consent to such «n (iniingoniciit?" I 
askeil. 

"Wo must take you by force, (hen," was tlio uusiiHsfuclory 
answer. 

The head of the seliooucr had fivllen off, and was pointing dii-ect 
for the narrows. The crow \vero wondering wliut we were talk- 
ing about, but were not enlightened, on aceonnt of their want of 
knowledge in I'ogard to the Spanish hmguage. I sa^v ilioy looked 
curious, but far from friglilcncd ; I hoped 1 should not have lo put 
their courage to a test. 

" Kiiso off the fore and mniii sheets," I said, " and send « hand 
nloft lo looso tho topsail." 

The seliooLier began to feel Iho force of (he wind, and gathered 
headway, which produced for nio the honor of another hail. 

" Ilnlio, the B<'hooner !" cried the olfieer, who had command 
of the cavalry. 

"What is wonting?" r asked. 

" You niiiKt wait for lis, I have ordew to take prisoner the 
master of the vessel. If you don't stop I shall nse violence." 

Tho topsail was sheeted home, and the top-gailiiiit sail drawhig 
like a hor:>e. AVe had just half u mile to go before we piissed 
the month of the hiirbor, and were beyond tho reach of the !;nns 
of the fort, whieh 1 did not fear much, as (hey had not lieeu niicd 
for many yciirs, and most of (hem were not mounted. 
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" Give lier tlio Sfninrc-soit," I saiil lo the inotc. " Wc 1iove no 
(imc (o lose, iiml cvuiy stlloli of ennvas must coniil. Now h Ilia 
time to test iho amiirdiess of llio crew." 

The men juiin)e(l lo obey tlio onlcv, ami run uj) tlie rigging like 
1« on keys. 

" liy ilam ! " sliontcd (lie soldier, floiii'isliing liis sword over his 
head, and sjiealfiiig as tnnch English us he conld muster, for (car 
I did not iindei-staiid Sjianiaii. "I dink dat you nui away if 
yoH can." 

" You diiilf 'bout right," I answered hack. 

But tho sohliors were upon no ordinary ci'i'nnil, and were de- 
termined lo distinguish themselves at all hnxnrds. They wheeled 
and rode baclc to dry land, and then ijeld a short parley, which 
resnilcd in a division of forces. Six of ihcni disiiioniited and 
took jiosscssion of a llshing boat, while llio others spurred their 
hori<cs along tho bench at full speed, with the evident intention of 
gaining a position where ihey conld lire npon us at short rniigo, 
tho north side of the iiiirrnws, provided, of course, llicy could gain 
that place before we passed ihrongh. 

" I don't sec how I can land with safety, now," I'Vaueisco said, 
while we wei'e siandiiig near the InflVait, watching tho boat ami 
soldier's \s-ho wore galloping along the slioixt tvilh (ho evident in< 
tenlion of cutting ns oil'. 

" Would it distress yon much if yon went on ft pleasure trip to 
the Stales?" I asked. 

Francisco smiled. It was what ho most desired, and I was 
glad to liitve his company. 

" I suppose you could explain matters !o the fivni," Ihc young 
man said. 

" I will do the best I can for you ; so consider yourself a pas- 
Bongcr, with nothing bnl a good time before yon." 

" Tiicm soger (Imps is coming arter ns, hand over hand, sir," 
Mr. I'reuticc said. " What shall we do with 'cm ? " 

I looked, and fonnd that the boat was within half ft cable's 
iOiigth of ns, and that the wind was failing fast, so wc Jncrcly 
had steerage way. 

" We can liek 'em, sir," said the mate, "if you jest say tho 
word. We can do il, I know." 

1 had no doubt of it, for the Coqnctle had resisted ten times tho 
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tiumbor, ami shcccbs fully, of sfoiit HfKohs. Oiir giiiia wore nil on ' 
board and in lliiiir pinccs, Ijiif I iii<1 not like to iiso them nrilcs* 
driven to it. 

" 1 liave lienrd," I remarked, in a quiet way, " tliat (lie Spmiish 
soldiers don't tako lo hot water." 

Tlie male ran forward and put his liend into tlie galley for a 
moment, and then rnxlicd aO, 

" The doctor's got two coppers full of wafer, sir, all ready for 
i-o(lee, 'Tiiin't hot enough to start brdsllca, sir, bnt 'twiU clean 

" And I snpposo ihcy need il," I remarked, 

" No doiibl of it, sir. If they don't like it Ihcy can go ashore, 
and bo hanged lo 'cm." 

I'lio mate went forward and filled a bucket with hot water, and 
with a (in pot in bis hand, stationed hiiiisulf near the starboard 
gangway, to wliich point the boat was heading. 

" Say, dare, you no slop, hey?" cried some one in the boat, 

" No wc no Mop " I replied in imitation 



bitten by a shark, to the intense delight of the lishcrinen on shore, 
who had no love for the soldiera, and did liavo nincli rcs|»ect for 
elftvcra, whieb iolter class they atipposed we (vci-c. 

A light brcoKc again came rippling over the water, and filled 
onr sails. The Oofiuctta shot ahead, and loft the boat astern, with 
the soldiers swearing most frightfully, and tearing off their gar- 
ments to see how innch they were injured. 

" Wc did that pi-etly iiico, sir," said the inale, coming all, and 
surveying the boat and erow with much complacency. 

" lint llic mounted sc[uad is ncnr (he mouth of the harbor, and 
might injure us with their pisiob," 1 remarked. 

" Yes, (hey might do tliiit," the male said ; and he glanced his 
keen Capo Cod eyes upon the soldiei's, who were galloping tliell 
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hoi SOS lip Ihc liili ^\]>Kh overlooked ilic narrows, lliiis giving thorn 
n lull ell iriie iit »•> 

" I tia\c licnul,' I «anl, " tlint a blank eni-tridge woiik! start a 
Spanish Bohhci '.onK.tiinc?. I tbink ntic of our miilsbip gtms could 
be cl(\Btul MiHiciitit to nkc lliosc fcllowa." 

"Hy the Toul lliiHj, I'll iry il," tbc mate criod. "Ilondoit 
'oin lit! up last mghl, cos I (hdii't know but wo might want 'cm 
for '.omelliiu' or utiicr 

Wo ncic moMn„' thiougli the n-itter at iho rule of (iireo knoO 
an hour ami llio wind was freshening every moment. The eav- 
ah\ nuc iiin^cd in lino, and 1 could Neo that each mini had 
drawn his holsUi pistol, and inlcnded to aim it at us. 'I'hey were 
not more than hull a cnbto's letiglli from us, and thci'cforc wo 
iveii a \uy pieltj laigd for iheni, if ihey were good marksnien j 
but wo »eiB not deMinid to lest ihetr aim, for suddenly one of 
om M-v pouudiis ^|) ike and io my surprise I saw a shot strike 
the bank clo^e to eIk. soldiors' feet, and throw a cloud of dust high 

" 1 11 bo daiiicd if 1 didn't forget to draw that 'ere shot," said 
till malt, « ilh a luditious look of astoiiishmoiit. " S'posing I'd 
havi. kdLd ilie d uk >.kmned raseals?" 

I did not iipl>, foi ill) attcuiiou was directed towards the cav- 
ahj, and if nor an aim of the service strove to get out of Iho 
way m a hiiny, that squad did, and without fcgard to discipliuc, 
oi who uns left behind 

But the soldioi? in Ihc boat determined to i-ovciigo their defeat, 
and as soon as Ihey landed, applied Io llio eaptain of Iho port, and 
iLCOived |)Bi mission to open lire upon ns from Iho fort. 

T uckdi Iho caiaby aim W'as not very skilful as artillerists, or 
the Coquette might have been singed before she was beyond range, 
for Olio brass piece carried a shot remarkably well, pitcliing ibo 
first about ii cable's length from us, on llio starboard beam, and 
BCiiding the Bpray many fathoms high. Tlio gun for Ihe second 
shot was badly aimed, Ihe ball falling directly in our w<iko, half 
a cable's length astern. 

" This grows interesting," I said to Iho male. " If Ihey should 
blunder enough Io bit us, sonic of our woodwork or spars will 
sillier. Wo must get out of range as soon as possible. Haul aft 
the fore and main sheols, and port yom- helm." 

liy altering our course wo were enabled to liaul upon the wind, 



n J 1 o« 1 aio f, tl o Iniul. A few tniniilos' sailing earrlcil us htkIo* 
tl e bl (Is 1 o t of sight of tlie fori, when ivc once inoro ctljied 
a y f (1 il I. 1 t, "iirf k«|)t oil oni- foniici' coiii'se. 

Wo I I a 1 c ly brcakl'asf. l-'raiiuiseo was not in tliu least 
<li-<trCBse<l at boinj; cni-i'iuil oil", niul was as innch salisfteil ivitli his 
position as thoiigli ho was acting wilh the full conweiit of Iho Ann 
with which ho was cotiiiccteil. Gracia was channing, of course, 
aud hci' bi'ight eyes shone wiih additional splcmlor, as she llioiigitt 
thnt williin a few weeks she would bo my wife ; and I must coii- 
fOHS that I waa oven nioro eager than liut'sclf for such an agree- 
able conBuminnlioii. 

Aftoi breakfast wo wont on deck, and remained llicre until noon, 
talking of various mailers of interest to ourselves, but not of tho 
sli^litcst iinjiorlaiicc to the reader. The bold coast of Cnbti was 
in sight, not more ihan six miles distant, for we were rimniiig it 
down, lidding as wo were to the iiortliward, and Gvaeia was iid- 
■nniiig tho fertile valleys and Ibo green hills, wilh collages and 
ttialclicd linU scattered over both, 

" There seems lo bo some smoko close in shore," Gracia said, 
pointing to the land. 

I took the gloss, and saw that what Gracia took for smoke npon 
tho land was smoke from the stack of a lai'go steamer, wliicb bad 
apparently left Havana but a short time before, and was just roniid- 
ing a point which hail concealed bcr from onr observation. 

" I'd give lliut fellow a wide borlh," Francisco remarked, " for 
it is llio Spanish war steamer t'lii-ious, and who knows what her 
errand may be?" 

I look the hint, and edged away fi-om tho land, bnt saw wilh 
some Niirpriso thai tlio steamer was heading direct for ns, and Ib:tt, 
as we altered our courso, so did tho man-of-war, which looked 
^iguiflwrnt. 

" If tie is chasing ns, nnder tho impression that wo are a slaver, 
I wiii give him a chance lo overhaul ns, and let him examine and 
find out his mistake," I said to Francisco, 

" IJon't do (hat," was my friend's iMipIy. " I never know a 
war steamer, belonging to Spain, to chiiso a slaver, unless the 
latter was in distress. Depend npon it, onr best conrso is to keep 
on, nnd escape if possible. Tho cajitain of that sleamer wants lo 
Bpoak ns for something imporlaul. lie is a suspicions character, 
nnd I shonld avoid hiin." 
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I saw tlic men pasting uneasy glnnccs at tlio slcnmei', but. thcj 
Sfttd nulliiiig which tliiriolmt tliey I'clt uiiy fear of an cncomitcr. 
My band was Kniiill, bnf I iionbtcd not tliat I coultl (kpoiul itjjon it ; 
mill I tlio«;;ht llial, if niallcra ilid look serious, ami llie fiteiinicr 
foiTcd us to Oglit, II sliol fi-oni ouv niiiUhip gun tnigbt do snci) 
ilamnge tliat pnrsnit would bo impossililo. 

" I Hbouia like lo sea liow that fcllor would stand llro," Slio 
mate said, aftcv a brief inHpcclioii of the sails forward. " I havo 
licnrd that iho Spaniards ain't mucli for ligliliug, bnt I don't know 
anylhing for sariin. Give the men a glass of grog, and I'll war- 
rant Iboy'll alnnd a broadside and never Hindi." 

" Give all a gbiss of gi'og, and lell tlicm fliat (hose who fear 
a sbot can go under halclies wbcn the limo arrives. And also 
inform lUeni (bat Ihe man who shows least fear shall liavc a 
preseat of a hundred dollars." 

Tbc male went forward with the liquor, and lold tlio inou 
wliat I said ; and the seiitnon cheered most heartily at (he prop- 
osition. 

Tiio Bfenmor was within two miles of ua, and wo were not mov- 
ing tlirongh llio water faster (Imn ihice knots an hour. I glanced 
tbouglilfully at the gun amidsliips, but eonehidcd to let it remain 
undisturbed until it was nceessai-y to nsc it as a last resort. 

"Well, sir, what arc wo to do? Fight, or let'em lake us?" 
asked the male. 

"They will not take ua without a fjglif," I lenmrM, "even 
if I liavo lo lirtttlo alone," 

" You shall have me to back yon, sir, as old Daddy Groper 
said lo the whale when lie fell overboard, and lighted upon the 
back of a big one. Count mo in if there is a nghl." 

" Then look to the guns, and have thcin ready for use. Pass 
tlio muskets up from Ihe store-room, and see that they are placed 
where we can find them if wanted." 

Tlio mate sprang -forward and spoke to the men, and they came 
tumbling aft with a will. The extra lasliings wei'e cast olV from 
the small guns, and they were loaded with grape and enuisfcr. I 
undertook the eare of I.oug Tom, and saw that plenty of shot 
were placed in a tub alongside of it, and that the eartridgos wero_ 
handy. Then e^'evything was bovcved tip as before, and no signi 
of warlike preparations were visible. 

The steamer ranged alongside, taking the weathci' gage, and 
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" Not ft aiave," was my Jiiisivei'. 

" Well, hoiivo to, niiit J will scud a boat on board." 

A ciittcv ftn-ived atoiigsKtc, and llic lioutonaiil, who lind elinrgo 
of tho himl, caino on <leck. lie wna a tali, bilious-looking man, 
with (laik fiico ami oyos, and a habit of twisting his inotith as 
though it was partly poraly^ed. Ho jerked his words as though 
lliey were served out by u stingy inivscr, who was fearful Jio was 
not making money enough by iho oporalioii. 

As tho olllcer cauie aft I bowed, anil spoko to iho male. 

" Mr. I'rentiec," I said, " don't let tliat boat's Cfcsv on deck. 
Keep thorn in tho cutt«r. Wo don't want them." 

" Ay, ay, sir," was tlio answer. " Keep in iho boat, yo\i black 
marines, or I'll niako you smelt brimstone, by the salt tnrkoy of 
Capo Cod. ^Vo is free American. citi;<ons, Bud ain't used to being 
mil over by every beggar that flouts on the sea." 

It is not at all probable that the Spaniards knew what was said, 
but they luulcrstood the geslm-cs, and did not ofl'ei' to stir from the 
boat. Tho olTiccr may have told them to kccj) (piict while lie ivas 
absent, and if he did Ihey obeyed without trouble. 

" Sir," said Iho lieutenant, making a fearful nioulh, " I want 
to know your iinnio." 

" And suppose 1 should not give it," I answered. 

The lodk which the ollicor gave mo was most astonishing. 

" Do yon know," ho said, " that our steamer carries guns?" 

" 1 suppose she does," was the qnict answer. 

The lieutenant was astonished for (he second time, and round 
and vonnd went his mouth as tliongli searching for itself. 

" Who aro yon ? " ho asked at length. 

"Tho master of this vessel," was my answer. 

" Have yon tho daughter of Don Ingracia, of San Felipe, on 
board?" was tho next blnnt question. 

" There is a lady on board, and she is tlio daughter of the mnii 
yon mention." 

" I waul hor, and I want you. Uoth must go to Ilavaua," tlio 
olflecr said. 
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" For wliftt?" 

" For nbiUiCliiig the Imly, itiiil for kiHiiig Ciiplaiii Uriim^iicllo 
of jliq ui'iny, Inst iii^lii," 

" I ilid not aliiluct the la<ly, ami I did kill (ho Mplnin ; but it 
was in self-defence, and I should do it ngain, if necessary for ilia 
preservation of my life." 

"How? Take ear e. Yonr confessions will be nsod against 
yon. I wfti-ii you on tliat poinl,'' llio Spaniard said. 

"Wlicre?" I asked. 

" At Havana." 

" lint if I should lefuso lo go, what then ? " 

The Spaniard struggled liard to keep perfeclly coot, but llio 
oll'orb was n failui'o. His mouth revolved like a griiidslono whca 
it) inolion, and it was a long time before he could speak. 

" Diablo I " ho shouted, " do yoii sco that steamer ? " 

» I do." 

" Do you know that sho carries (cu guns?" 

" Yos." 

" Then yoii will go with us, and without farther words. Tho 
boat awiiils you and llie lady. Both must go." 

I smiled at Ihc man's earnestness, and lighted a cigar. I of- 
fered my visilor ouo, hnt it was declined with a slill' bow. 

" Senor," 1 said, "I am an American, and my crow arc all 
Aniei'icans. I am bound to an American port, and have i-ogular 
clearance papers." 

" Tho captain general has no respect for anlbority excepting 
Ilia own. Wo were despatched with inslriictious to bring you iuto 
port." 

" I shall not go," I answered, firmly. " lltit (o show you that 
the lady is not kept on board, contrary to her iiieliimiion, I will 
introduce you (o her, and you can ask hoi' such questions as yoii 

pi«««." 

Tho officer looked a little mollified at this, and intimafod that 
ho was ready lo speak wilh the lady. 

Just as X was about to descend flic companion-way, the niato 
whispered to me, — 

"The United States frigate O-rowler is oft' our weather bow, 
and sian<ling towards us. I know tho old lub well. If wo could 
got the skipper to stand neutral, we'll whip Ihuuder out of tho 
Spaniard in no time." 
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I wna glnd tlic fijgaic wns in sigl.l, for I did iin{ Vmm but 
I co«!il claim Ronio sort of prolectioa at tlio liatuls of tlic caji- 
tain, wlio linil coiiseiilcd (o receive my goUl on boarii, aiul wlio 
would require no other cerlificalc to prove that I was an Amcr- 

Griicia arose when llio ofllccr cntcreil the cabin, ami woulil 
have rulii-cf! lo her sfuie-room, had I not rcfiuosted her to rcmnin. 

" This gcntiiiiiiaii has a few qticsliona lo ash yoii," I eai<l, " aiul 
I pray yoH lo answer them as you please." 

" Did you leave your falhor's liouse willioiit compulsion ? " Iho 
oflicor asked, after a niomcnt'» hesitation. 

" I certainly did," was Iho, answer. 

" I iniilerstand from your faihcr that yoH were foixotl from 
Iiomc," the ofljcer remarked. 

" My father is misiakeii, 1 left with luy intended husband 
voluntarily." 

" I am sorry that my duly is snoh a disanvcoablc one, bnt we 
have llio express orders of the captain general lo return with you 
to Havana. Matter.^ may be settled there satisfuoforily," 

Gracia looked the alarm she t'cit, and cast an appealing glauco 

" l-'car iiotbinf;," I paid. " The gentlenmn will not resort to 
force to carry out his iuslnictious, and if he does be will bo met 
by force." 

The licntennnt flushed, and smiled. 

" You would not davo oppose tlie wishes of ibo captain of iho 
BteRmcr,"'be remarked. 

" Let him attempt lo carry out liis insliin'tions, and he shall 
see what I dare do," I replied. 

" 111 the name of the saints, do nolbing rash ! " oxclaimed Gra- 
cia. " Do no! expose yourself (o danger, llobert, on my accouQt, 
Lot mo return, if by my return I can prevent bloodshed." 

" But yoiu- intended must also go with us," the olUcer said. 

I touched a belt, and the steward entered the cabin. 

" Send Mr. I'rentice (o me," I said. 

The male promptly made his ajipciirancc. 

"Mr. I'rcntiec," I said, " run up the Amevieau flag at lUo 
mainmast, and sec all clear for action. We must fighl, or sur- 
render a lady \vtio Irnsis in our courage and honesty." 

" And she shan't trust lu vain, by the sands of Capo Cod. Wo 
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can flglit till tlio old Growler comes up, anylioiv, an<J she'll setllo 

The oiricci- HTxlcrstood ciiou;;li EiiRlisli to know what I Haid. 
lie made no vemjirk, Imt bowing lo ihc lady, left the cabin. 

" Franoisi-o," I t-niil, hurriedly, " condnct Giiicia to the run, 
and R'maiii niili lior until ih|^ mailer h settled, limnomboi aho 
iiinHt not be exposed (o dniijjcr," 

Wlieti the lieutenant {gained the dock, he turned lo look at his 
Blenmcr. She was half a mile to ivindwnrd, for tlio Coc|nello 
had been edging away since the olTiccr was on board, niul yet 
those on the Klcanicr hiul uot appeared to notice it. I had hinted 
to ihc mate that such u course was desirahlo, lo get ont of range 
of thn small guna whiuli she carried, and wiiich could ho brought 
to bear upon us. 

" Ouec more I a'^k yon to go with mo," said the lieutenant, 
" It will be best for yon," 

1 shook my head, and pointed to the guns which were all run 
oiil and ready for serjiec. The ofllcei-'s moulli revolved several 
times rapiilly, and Ihou he stepped to Ihc gangway. 

" Tumble up hero, lads," he said, " and be in a hurry about it." 

The Spaniards started to their iect, hut the mate, hacked by tho 
crew of Ihe Coquette, rallied at a signal, with boarding-pikes in 
llieiv bands and rovolvcrs it) thoii' bolls. 

" The luan who leaves the boat dies 1 " I shonled. " No oiio 
Hhall set foot upon this deck without my consent. If you want to 
fight, you will find tis ready, Shoot down Ihe first man who 
moves ; " and as i itpokc, my men grasped their pikes as though 
anxious for iho fray, while flic iiculcnunt drew his sword, but made 
no atlompt lo use it, and if ho had, a pistol ball would have finished 
him with but little trouble. 

" Call ofl' yonr men," the Spaniard said, at length, finding that 
it was useless, with his present force, lo contend with mo. " Call 
off your men. I will leave, and report lo tho captain." 

lie passed over the side, his mouth revolving, and his black 
eyes fiasliiag. I bowed, but he barely rclurncd it. llo leaped 
into the culler, and shoved off. 

" W'a shall sink you at tho first broadside," he said, as tho 
cutler pariscd uudor ihe coiuilcr. 

" IJtil I shall uot give you a chance to do that," I answered ; 
and the Spanish sailors dipped their oars into iho water, and 
pulled towards the steamer, 
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I insfftiitly allcvcd Ihc course of ilic sclionnor, and headed st. 
timt wc couliJ spciik llie fni;atc, which whs about live miles chV 
lam, and stiiiu1ii><; towards lis, 

Tlio sienmer hoisted the cutler, nfter n few moments' ddllbcra- 
lion botn-ceii eaptjiiii atid lictiteiiaiit, nml then a rush of black smoke 
through the smoke-stack told \\s that iho Spaiiiaid whs after us. 

" 1 woiiiler if the old dnigoii will lire at us?" the mate said; 
but before I had time to ntiswcr (ho fjiieslioii, a |inff of smoke as. 
cendcd from the bow of the alcaiucr, ami a dull vei)ort showed thai 
tlie eiiiertainmcut hail comtiicncod in earnest. 

The shot whirled past im, and struck the water about ton 
fiilliomH ahead of us, tlirowiui^ up the spray liko a fouiilaiii. 

» Timt nieitiis Iiold on till I come up," said the male. " But 
wc nro somewhat pressed for time, and I liiiuk that ho will ox- 

" The lady, sir, \vanfs to speak to you," said the socoiul nuitc, 
poiutiug to llie after hatchway. 

I stepped to Iho cabin, and looked down. 

" O, liobcrt," cried Gracia, who was hiding in the ruu lo es- 
cape as much dnngcr as possible, " do come down here, ami slay 
with mo. Let tlic men do the fighting. Just oblige me this 

" It is impossible, Graoia. I miist remain on dock, and look 
aftci" the vessel. If we Iiavo your prayers wc shall bo safe." 

"Just like my wife, sir," said Iho mate, brushing his eyes. 
" Arlcr wo were innvricd she wanted mo to slay on shore, 'cos she 
knowcd there was danger on ihe water, liul, Lord, I jist fold 
her it didn't matter muc-h where a man was, if he only had his 
heart ri^jht, and did the right thing by every one. Ah, there goes 
that bloody Spaniard agin." 

The male was right. The shot struck just under our taftVail, 
ami senl a shower of spray over Iho quarlcr-dcck. 

" Heller let *em have some, sir," the mate said. " We can't 
stand this long, you know. It is insulting, and nothing else." 

" We ivill receive one more shot and answer it," I said ; and 
the mate sprang towards the Long Tom, to clear it aivny in season 
for iho returning compliment. 

Hardly had I'renlicc cast off the breaching of the midship gun, 
when a third shot from ihe steamer's bow chaser was fired ; and 
the ball was well aimed, for it passed Ihroiigb one clolh of our 
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nil, plunged iliroiigb the forcflail, and dropped into tlic water 
flity riiihonis ahead. 

" Iiol her rip, sir?" asked the mntc, tetii'ing oil'liis hat and vest 
in his excitement, and shnkhi<r his fiHt at llic steainei'. 

" If wo 8lan«l it wo iii-o forever disgraced," ttio ci-ow shouted. 

" We will give tliem as good as they soud," I replied, stepping 
forwnvd. " Slew llie niuKKle of the gtiii lo port ; steady ! that will 
do. Now, down with your holui," I said, addressing Iho man at 
(be wheel ; >ind as the wheel went down, the schooner shot into 
the wind, and shook hcv sails. 

I glanced along tlie heavy piece, and elevated it slightly by tho 
turn of a screw, and saw that I could pitch ft shut into the hull 
of the steamer wiihont fail. 

" Hard up with your helm," I shouted i and as I spoke tUo 
Kcliooncr shook from truck to keelson with the recoil of tho 
gnn. 

The nien watcliod the course of tho shot with eager interest. 
It struck tho steamer on tho bow port, dismounted the gnii which 
hnd been supplying iis with ten pound shot for some tinio pnst, 
tore along the deck, knocking down half a dozen men, badly 
wounding them, and uf hist irnvclled ihrongh the poop, nud Ihcu 
went through the stern, and dropped into the sea. 

" Bully for ns ! " shouted ibo men. " The .Spaniard can't stand 
that long. Clivo him another ono before he has time to thiuk 
of it." 

lint Iho noise of our guns liail attracted the ntfontion of iho 
Growler frigate. Tho captain of the United States ship was 
well known npon the Havana alaliou at the time. Ho had been 
in service when he began to cut his teeth, had fought all Ihrougb 
tho war of 1813 as n midshipman, and ascended slowly, step by 
step, to have command of ti large frigate. 

Captain Hluflf was looking at the schooner and steamer at tho 
time we Inffcd and gave the Spaniard a fasto of our quality, while 
the tiring was donu ^o rapidly that it commanded llio admiration 

" ISy thunder ! " ho shouted to the oflicers of the Growler, who 
were all oii the quarter-deck, " that little hop-o'-my-thumb is go- 
ing to get the best of the fij^ht." 

"The schooner has tho American flag up at the main, sir,' 
said the signal midsfiipnian, touching his cap. 
23 
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" The (lovil she hns ! I'm afraid I shall have to imnisli him by 
tnliiiiK iiii" !"■" 

The steninui- had fircil up for flie piirpbuo of inerensiiig her 
speed, ao that she couhl drop alongside of lis before the Gi-owler 
could come within hniling distimcc and inleiferc. The Spaiimril 
did not Hcom disposed lo fh'o itnollici' shot, and I cnii't sny I was 
sori'y tit ibe dotorininntioii ; for one of ihcm nughb have bit mc, 
and I was not dosirous of such an honor. 

All that we could do was to move qiiiclly along and join the 
American frigate as soon as possible, hoping that ber commEiudcr 
would interfere and take ns nnder his protection; bnt the sigbt 
of ibc United States ship sptirrcd the Spaniard lo renewed oxor- 
tioDS, and a desire to show llio Yankees that a little schooner 
could not frighten tlie best steamer Spain could boast of; and 
when I was about to call Gracia from her place of concealment, 
I was surprised to bear a g<m, and a shot whistled over our heads, 
in a direct lino with tlic spars. 

" The SiKtuiard isat it again," said the mate. " Diiraation lake 
him, he hasn't got a bellyful yet." 

Bang went another gun from the steamer, and the shot struck 
alongside, aiul tlirow half u cask of water upon deck. 

" Darn all of my wile's rchiiions if I stand it," muttered the 
male. " IiOt's give him one, just for the honor of Cape God." 

I nodded, and the I.ong 'i'om was soon in position. 

" I.ct mo have a slap at him this time," Mr. I'rculice said, in 
a bcKcecliing tone. 

" All right. Fire as I lulF up," I said. 

The schooner's head was poketl into the wind, and the male 
glanced along the piece and fircil. The ball struck the stciimer's 
foremast, sent a shower of splinters about the deck, and thuu tore 
away ibrec of the shrouds of the main rigging on the slarboai'd 

" I've jnst got his distance," said the mate. " Let nio crack 
at him once more, and I'll do better." 

Itut fnrther |>rocecilings were suspended by the action of the 
Growler ; for that ship suddenly hauled up foresail ami mainsail, 
as Ibuugh going into action, and pitched a nhitt jnst ahead of our 
forefoot, and served the Spaniard the same way. 

" That means. Heave to niitil I have investigated matters," I 
said I and as tlie Growler could have sunk the Spaniard and the 
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Bcliooner alao willi half a hrondeule, I eonoludyd lo comply \\'ilti 
tlio reqtiest, and the steamer did Itic same. 

Tlic friffafo rnii tu between lis, anil backed liei' main-fopsiiil ', 
and then Captain llliifV, liis fiieo flowing like tbe setting siii>, pnt 
lii.-i ftpenking (riimpel to liia inuiilh. 

" What in ihc devil is Ihe meaning of ftii lliis?" Caplm'n IJhiff 
asked, hailing tlic Coquette first, oil account of tlio (lag wjiicli she 
carried. 

Before I couM reply, Ihc Spanish captain, who Ijogaii to think 
thnt I shoiihl hnvo too good a story all lo myself, yelled out in 
Spanish, — ■ 

" Hu's a piralc, and )ms o.i board tlio d.anghtor of one of llie 
richest men of Cuba." 

" Well, you wonldn't have him take the danghter of Ihc jioerest 
man — wonhl you?" was thundered buck, and a hoarse laugh went 
with the woi-ds. 

" Well, I s'poso I'll liavolo look m(o this mitlei, Haiicj,' Ihe 
captain said lo his first lieutenant 

" It i» decidedly your duly' to hnd onl «hiit is wiong, sir, and 
Ihe best way to accomplish the puiposc is to send Ihe fiist etidu 
on board llio schooner, and take chaise of liu lot iht, pie&eiit) 
aud request the mastor of licr to pay iH a ijsit with his papera 
'Ihe captain of the Spiiniiird can also bt united to come oii 
hoard." 

" Thai's a good idea, nai-ve\ , and 111 ift on it, ml pliv (ho 
part of judge lo perfcclion. I don I know but littL about li«, 
but I'm some on justice." 

On borti'il I wont, wilh Gracia lo keep me company 

The captain's cabin on board ol flic diowhi w ii lalhei ft con 
forlablo sort of a place, boiii' a lai„o squiiL mom, with easy 
chairs, which were lashed lo Ihi. deek to pie\ent ihem hom 
making short trips when the Ingitc lolled hcA\ily a lounge 
covered with morocco, and looking is thoii^h it had bcui used 
during the voyage for a Iter no on nips , scveinl eii^rai ings of nn il 
battles, and in all of them the Amoruan Hug was piomincni as 
the eticecssfnl one; one or l«o poiliails ol disUM„ui«iicd opera 
dancers in very slight cloihing, and \ei v laigi, legs ami Uruhiy 
Nniall waisis ; a table covered with i>npc,is ami bookf , and liap 
peniiig lo east my eyes upon tbe title ol one ot the lattei, I ■■aw 
that it read " History of Tri/e Ij^Iklil^, tnd I knew that the 
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ctiplniii wns mi ailmiror of the I'in^ from tiis biiiUI, wliilo moil 
of Ills stamp {;ei[crailj like fair jiliiy in business lis well ns in 
figliliiig. Into tliis apatlmctiE <licl tho ciiplnin comliict anil wt^l- 

" Ilorc wc nre," lio saiil, " oa sting as at (lie best botol in New 
York, and no one to dislnrb iia. Ilorc wc will bol.l a council of 
war, mill will decide what is to be done. I.cf the lady be sealed, 
aad nirtke lierself at liomc, I wish that my old woman was hero 
jnsl to keep lier company for n while ; tboii'ili, as a general tbing, 
I don't tbink mnch of having women on shiphoard." 

" Knppose we procecti to hnsincas, senor," the Spanish CAptain, 
wtiOKC namo was j\[oi'cllo, siiid, with a si<rh of inipaliunco. 

Tbe captain stepped to (he door, and said, '— 

" Sciilry, paps ihc word for the slewai'd." 

" I'ass the word for the captain's steward," was yelled fore and 
afi, and in a moment that individnal entered Ihc cabin. 

" Hraiidy and iviitev, a bottle of ehainpagiie and cij;ai"3, and be 
lively about it," were the orders which Ciiptnin Hlnff bestowed ; 
and as tbe licjuora were kept aa coiiveniciiL aa anything in tbo 
ship, they were on the table in short oixlcr. 

" Now go 1 " and in obedience to the order, tbo steward van- 

" Here's some good wine, Mr. Robert. I hope tho lady will 

honor me by taking u glass. Uiit we will stick to somclliing 
snbstaiiti.al, and lake brandy. Now," cried IJInlV, " I feel tike 
Unsincss. Let lis bcave aliead, and ecc liow tbo land lays, and 
pcrbapa we can settle this matter before tbo bottles become 
marines. Who speaks iiral? I'll listen and throw in a word or 

'I'be Bpaniavd waved hia band for me to proceed ; but I wanted 
the clotting argnmcnt, as the landsharks say, and ilcclincd. 

"Abolition o'clock (liia morning," said tbe Spimisli captain, 
" 1 received an order to tiro up, and then come to the palace, and 
have an interview with tbo cajitain general. I gavo dii-cetions to 
be all ready to get nndcr way, and went to Icai-n the commands 
of his exceliency. At tho palace I saw this lady's father, Don 
Ii.gnicin, who Inid rodo ail llio way from San Filipe to give in- 
formation of (he iibdnclion of Ilia danghfor, an<l tif tbe murder of 
Captain Martenelio by an American. The IJon suited that ho 
had learned that tho scnor wonld embark osi hoard of a slaver, 
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anil cither start for Afi'iea or llio Unilcii States, and offered a re- 
ward of ten iliotisaiul tlollars for llic veuiru of his duughicr, aud 
Ilia apprel I elision of llio Anieviean, J iccoived" the oiilcra of iho 
captain gcnei-iil (o pi'oecctl in searoli of tlic slaver, and to bring 
licr and crew (o Havana at all luiKurds. I got under way with- 
out delay, and licro I nin." 

Graoia put her arms around n»y own, and pressed her face 
eloso to mine, as sJic cxclaiuicd, — 

" 0, senor, hc'did not kill llio captain nntij lie was compelled 
to, or hu killed himself. I auw the whole of the transaction. I 
saw Captain Marioncllo plunge a knife inlo the heart of a faithful 
Khwe, and then (uru the weapon upon my inlcjided tiushand. IIo 
is inuoeont of crime." 

"Blow me, if this isn't the best thing I over heard of. My 
eyes begin to pump salt water, and I can't stand much more, or I 
BJuill go hy ihe boai'd," muttci-cd the captain. 

"It is a triek concocted between ihoni," cried tho Spaniard. 
" If he is innocent, as she says that ho is, let ihem reluva lo Ha- 
vana and prove it. Wo iiave JHStico in our courts, and tho 
American can have a fair (rial." 

" There's some sense in that," Captain lilnfl' muttered. 

"Then Jet Iho Rcliooncr, and senor and bidy, return with mo to 
Havana. Only on such coiulitions can I talk. Go tlicy must," 
cried tho Spaniard. 

" That word must not bo used on board of tlic Growler," Cap- 
tain lilnft'said, with more digniiy than he had yet disjilayed. " I 
take it that I have llie power to enforce ohediencc to my v'ishcs, 
and as long as I eoiniimnd a frigate I shall act as I think best 
for llio interests of my eoinitry." 

"Thcu relieve mo of tlio bad predicament in which 1 am 
placed," said the S|)anisli captain, who saw the weak side of 
Captain IJlnft", and look liis nicasui-cs accordingly. "You aro 
stronger than I am, and can do as you please. Yet yon know 
that if I return to port without the schooner I shall bo degraded 
■And loso my command. Think how that ivoidd affect you if 
olacod in my position." 

" That's true," grunfcd Ctiptaiu Bluff. 

" Tho sobooncr, you will i-ccolloct, has Spanish papers, npid 
(lierefore IJnilcd States ships have no right to interfere with 
;vhat does not concern them," 
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" Thnl's also Iruo," Cii])((iiii liliiffsaid ; " but recollect IluU an 
Amcricaij Jias cliiirleretl licr, fliid as an American )ic is eiiihled 
to ptoloctioii juHl as miicli as llioiigli tlie griiliroii was Jioistcd at 
tlic peak, ami llio soliooucr was anllioriKcd to liciir if." 

"I know tliat &iieli is llm practice; Iml ivlieo an Amcricaa 
has commtllcd ftii act of piracy, lie places jiimself bcyoiul tlio palo 
of jirolcciioii," llic Spaniard insinuated. 

'■ Jim you liHve first to prove il. We don't convict men in onr 
country witlionl evidence." 

"And in Cnbn the Baine. Now, as n gentleman, 1 am otdy 
anxions to do my dnty, and make a good report of my trip. No 
harm would liuppcn to the lady and her lover if they returned 
with mc. Thoro would he an examination — a slight one — and a 
discharge." 

" That's fair and handsome, I must say," Capfain Ulnff replied, 
after a moment's tlioufjht, 

" If my father would hnt pardon ns, T should like (i> return," 
Gracia said. 

"Then whut is to prevent you from deiuj; so? " CiipSain BhilT 
asked. 

" The fact that I shonhl bo sacrified wilhout mercy," I replied. 

" O, how the senov misjudges us ! " cried the Spaniard, with a 
sardonic fjrin. " We have no desire to injure him because ho 
eloped with a beanlifnl lady. That is hnmun nature. All that 
it is necessary for him to prove is, that she went wilh liim will- 

" I BOO iiolliing unfair in that," mused the captain. 

"On condition that tho frigate returns lo Havana, I will go," 
I remarked, seeing thai the Spaniard had completely blinded the 
captain, and made the issue one of professional honor. " I ask 
that she shall remain in the harbor until my case is settled, and 
Hint every eftbrt shall be made to obtain n speedy sclllemcut of 
my difllculties." 

"Of course, that is all right and fair. They shan't gouge you 
a darned bit, if I can help it," Captain Uluff growled. 

The Spaniard did not look good-nal>n-ed at (liis information. 

" I also ask that both of you will pledge your words that I 
shall remain at liberty, and that no .Ttlempt shall bo made to im- 
prison me dnring the progress of examination." 

" O, of eouise we concede that," tho Spaniard remarked, wilh a 
bland smile, which I put no failh in. 



" I pkilgo my woril /or joiii- Siifcty," Captain lJi»ft' rriwl. 
" Ami I iilso (leiiHUid Hint I shall return to Haviiiiii in my own 
vcsst;], and llinl this lady accoiinnmy me," 

" 0, we cftti'l listen to any siicli (M'oposition as titaf," the Sjian- 

" O, pi-ay (loii't scjiaralc us," Gvaciii crJctl, witli leais in her 
eyes. 

" In my opinion (liey wou'l do iniich liavm if they avo loii to- 
gether," the Amei'IcHii ca])tniii roniaikod, with n chitcklo, " Lot 
tiiem rctuni on board of tlic schooner, and enjoy as mueh liappt- 
iiess as Ihey ean." 

" But they may cseapo," nrjted the Spaniard. 

" No danger of it. lie will pledge his word lliat lie will not. 
I know ho will stiek to his word." 

The Spaniard shook his lieitd. 

" It ivouKI bo l)Ci(cr for them if they toolt up llioir quarters on 
board of the meamor. We eaii reaeh Havana dm'ing the night, 
and perhaps they will be disrliarged in t!io morning." 

I vowed I would not do that unless I was sent on board by 
force; but I promised that, if loll alone, I would do what I eokdd 
to aeconiiuodato all parties. 

After iiiucii talk and many argmnewts on the part of the Span- 
iard, Captain Itl nil" settled that lie would leave Lioittenant Nowell 
on board llio schooner, together with lialf a do/.eu men ; so that, 
virtually, 1 was to be a pi'isouor. 

" Now, Mr, Kdbcrt, if yoii wish to relnrii to your own eraft, 
I'll have ono of tlie cutters manned for yoti," Captain HlulV said, 
after eonferring apart willi the Spanish captain a few minutes. 

I bowed my lliauks, and the captain gave the onler to Mr. 
llarvoy, the liculennnt, and the latter to a midsliipman, and the 
latter to a boatswain's mate ; and the latter put his silver call to 
his lips, mid whistled long and slirill, and then shouted, — - 

" Away, you first eiittei' men ! Away, boys, away 1 '' 

" I am sorry that mailers have not terminated satisfactorily to 
you and the lady," whispered ilie first lieutenant, wliilo I was 
waiting for t)ie manning of the cutter. " If I had my say, tho 
Spaniard would go bonie with a flea in his ear." 

I thanked him, and wo shook hands most heartily, and even a 
friendly smile mantled tlio face of Gracia. 

" The boat is ready, sir," said tho midshipman who brought 
mo ou board. 
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" Wo Blinll meet ngaiii at Ilavnna, I trust," siiid llio lieutenant, 
" ami I liopoloseo j'ousijliccil on the (iiiarici--de(;kof ihoGravvW. 
Wo Imvc a chaplain who can <lo the buHiiioss u|>(|uick and strong, 
lie says that lie can lio a knot wc can't untie wilh our teelh, and 
1 ihink that he is right. Well, good by, and lake cai-e of your- 
selves." 

Wo entered llio boat and pulled for Ihc Coi|nclle, whieti was 
not more (ban a quarter of a mile distant, liovo to, wailing for tlio 
result of tlic negoliatious. As wo ncarcd llic sehooucr, Mr. Vreu- 
lux shouted, — 

'■ WJial's the result?" 

" liad enough," I answered. 

" Ave wo to fight the Spaniard ? " 

" No." 

"Wliattlicu?" 

"Why, wc have nothing to do but to return to Havana." 

" Is that tlie decision of tlic skipper of (he Growler?" Mr. 
Prentice nsked. 

1 said that it was. 

"Then he's a biggci' blasted fool than T llionght ho was," 
was the exclamation; which pleased the niidsbipinan so much 
that after vaiidy endeavoring to keep his counlcuun.cc, he was 
forced to laugh as loud as ho dared 10 wiiboul being rebuked by 
his ollicor, who assislod Gracia to tlic dock, and thcLi read a letter 
ol'inslruelions which the middy handed him. 

" I am glad of one thing," said Mr. Nmvoll. " I find that I am 
to remain on board and proceed wilh you to Havana. Do not 
look upon mo as in coimnnnd, for I nm not. I am a passenger, 
but as such I lioi>o to render you some service hcfoie many days." 

Wo filled away and stood after the frigale, ■ivliilc the steamer 
hovered near us, as llioiigh fearful wo should attempt to csi;a|)o. 
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WK IIKXUUS TO HAVANA. — TIIK AltUKST. — COMKOHTAULK QUAU- 
TKHa. nil'OUTANT QUKSTIONS. — HOW IT KSDKD, KTC, KTC, 

About six bclla the next nioriiiiig I went on deck, wlioro I 
fimiid Nowi;U. It was a fine inoniiiig, Wa wcro off ftic tuivbov 
of llavAtiii, Willi Woro OnMllc just in siglif , aud Ibo liigU liimis of 
Ctibn, cni'pclcd with {;^l:cll, u'liich cnuglil Ibc rising sun, and 
eovoicd OS tboy wei'o wilh tlio niglil's dew, spnrklud ns tliough 
Bonio gotsii liml scallcrcd goins ii|)0n Uic swai'cl foi- llio purpose of 
tempting iiinnkiiid to regret qailliiig such n parndisc. A light 
bi'c.ew! was Idoiviuj;, just enough to rii)i>lo the is-atcr iind fill our 
stiils. 

yonie llirco miles aslcrii of us was tlic Growler, couiing U|) with 
ovorythiiig spread to cateh Ihe morning breeuc, and iu shore of na 
was the sleaincr, creeping along slowly, not evidently anxious to 
reaeh the port first. 

I thought tlifit I would 1)0 proiinrod for the worst, for I knew 
thai if uriostcrf I should bo searched, ami then fniewcll !o ever 
again seeing Iho dinniotids which 1 had around my waist. Tiioy 
would prove sucli a piisie, that but few Spaniards could resist 
the toniptfttion of appropriating Ibcin, and this I wanted to de- 
feat. I hardly knew whom to Irust with thorn. If I could have 
been certain tliat Mr. Preulice was not to bo molested, I should 
have confided the stones to hia care, with a full assurance thut 
tlioy would have been Ibrlheoming when I iiskcd for tlicni. Hut 
after a slight deliberation I concluded to iiitru.it the casket, and 
what it contained when found on board of the Virgin, to Bh-. 
Nowcll, the ihiid jietiletiani, well knowing that tho Spaniards 
would not dare to molest him as long as be wore tho uniform of 
the United States navy. 

I hastily covered tho casket with sail-cloth, scoured it with seal- 
ing-wax, and then called Nowcll into the cabin. 

" 1 am about," I said, in the presence of the mate, " to confide 
to you a valuable pnckiige, if you will lake charge of it until I got 
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tlii'oiigli wjili my IroHbfea. It in somclliiiig I woiilil not ask of 
every oiio, for lliui-o is in iho pBckagc miicli to IcinjH any iiinii." 

" It niiglit contain rubies ami (liaiisoiuls for all that I eliould 
care," the lieutenant said. " When you want it, just say the word, 
and it shall be fortlicoroing." 

lie |)iit llic caakef in lita hosoni, niui then wa went on dcek to 
allond to anchoi-ing tile schooner, ami to fiiul a good hcrtli, which 
w«3 not difiioult to do, as shipping was rather scarce. 

As we glided along under easy sail, I ohsorvcd tt at I c e [ 
of tlio port's barge, filled with Boliliers, loft the sho o a 1 ] It 1 
leisurely towards the titcainor, which was anchored a [ o 

lion of the harbor isdiere men-of-war conj;rcgiilo. 

Francisco, who had refused to quit his slatc-ro af I o 
found wo wove ordered to Havana, SHoU was his d ss at h s 
moment came on deck au<l cniight sight of the barge. 

" Diablo I " ho said, " it is intended for us, I'll bet a real. If 
they lake me I can't assist you. What shall I do? I want lo 
communicate ^vilh onr house as soon as possible." 

" Have you any objections to serving Uueic Sam for a short 
time?" Mr. Nowell asked. 

" Not the slightest, if It will benefit mo," was the answer. 

" Then don this coat, and button it around you. The last boat 
from fiic frigate bi-ought mo a spare one, and a cap, in case wo 
shonld have u shower during the night. Tlicro, that improves 
you wonderfnlly, and if you don't m!k they will never know but 
you eat Uncle Sum's bread and drink his nun ; and let mo toll you 
that many a worse looking fellow does. You arc rallier dark, 
but keep tlio cap jammed over your eyes, and it will pass for tan," 

By the lime that Francisco was transformed iato an Amorieau 
oflicor, the boat had stopped for a moment alongside of llic steamer, 
roeoived some directions, and then iiulted direct for the schooneri 
A few vigorous strokes of (lie oars aud the barge was alongside, 
and the captain of the port, followed by a donen soldiers, leaped 

" Who is the master of this vessel ? " ho asked, looking as fierce 
as a bandit. 

I recollected that I had dined, in company with Iho official, at 
Don Kiejo's house only a few days before, hut I hardly Ihoiighl 
that he would recollect mo. 

" I command (he schooner," I said, stepping forward. 
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The enplaiii looked Cicrca for ii momonl, llieii surprised, and 
llieii j^rievcd. 

" Oiii'ambii ! " lio iniillcrcd ; " wlio in tlic devil's naiiio expected 

" I am here becansc I wns sent for by yonder steamer," I loplied. 

"Yes; but, diahlol I didn't tbink tlint it wns yon. Wliy 
couldn't you liave sent me word, and then nil Ibia trouble wonld 
not liavo ocenrred? Thunder 1 I bave not forgotten bow you 
Kcrved tliosc Englisb dogs, who arc continniiliy at(oni|i!ing to 
break up llic slave trade. There must bo some inisnnderrftandiiig," 

" You would not have tboiigbt so, if yon muld have seen tbo 
Furious firing at us yesterday aflornoon," I replied. 

" I'or ivbich service yon rclaliatcd most cfl'eclually," cried tbo 
captain of tbe port. " lint Oaptaiu Morrello was always a fool, 
and will remain one until dcaih. lie might bavo avoided all duu< 
ger by not seeing you, Tliat is the way flint I should have done." 

r could hardly avoid hiughiug iu his face al bis metbod of 
avoiding duty. 

" liut what is to be done with mc?" I asked, more concerned 
on my own uceonul thau I was to listen to apolof^ies. 

" Ah, that is the worst part of my duty. Cnplaiu Morrello 
dropjied anchor half an hour since, and immediately proceeded 
to make his report to tbo captain general. lie represented you 
as a monster pirate, and everything that is bad, and told of tho 
men yon had wounded. The captain general is furious. lie 
oi'dercd ino to arrest you foi' the nuu-der of Captain AInrtenollo, 
— as big n rascal as ever went unhanged, and I am glad that lie i» 
dead, — and for abducting Donna Gracia; both complaints of Don 
Ingracia, wbo is in town, and swears (hat he has boon most 
frightfully imposed upon. 1 have the warrant in my pocket, and 
what am I to do?" 

" You nnist do your duty, I suppose," I said. 

" I am sorry to say that unless I do, my olfico is not ■worth a 
beggar's curse. Things can be explained, I hope, in a few days, 
but I am Komowhat doubtful. At any rate, I am your frieud, and 
will do what 1 can for you." 

" And tbo lady," T asked ; " have you any order respecting 
her?" 



" She must go with n 


le on sliorc. I am 


sorry that I camiot 


low you to be together ; 


but' tho I'iict is, yoi 


1 must take apart- 
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mcnts nt Moro CiiKllo ; llic Itidy joins tier fatlicv, who ia stopping 
nt his city rcsidciicc." 

This was pud news, but I endeavored to keep niy spirits up, 
and not show liow biitl I really felt. 

"Well, what is to bo dono?" asked the liculciiant, stepping 
forward. 

I cxphiiijcd to liim. 

" I'jl Ik oiisacd if I don't protest ngainat it. Let ihc Growler 
arrive, and see what the old mini siiys." 

" I am sorry to say lliat I can't wait, for T was expressly Iii- 
Blructcd to liiii'ry my nioveiiiciils, so that niy prisoner shoiikl bo 
at iho Castle before the frigate dni|ipcd anciior." 

" Well, this is a pretty state of soeiely," miiflercd Nowell, " If 
I liad known that we wuia to be treated in sueh a manner, 1 wonid 
liave kept otit of the harbor nntit Ibe IVigale arrived. But I'll 
board her, and let the old man know what has happened, just as 
soon as slie drops anchor." 

" Have you any aiilliorlty to act relative to tlio schooner aiul 
crew?" I asked of the caplniu of the port. 

"Not at all. 'i'lio sehijoner is free, ami so are the crew." 

" In one moment I will bo ready," 1 said. 

I entered the eabin, and found Oracia in tears. She had over- 
heard our conference, and the thought of being separated from 
jiie was more than slie could endure without wocpin<;. 

"Graeia,"! said, "we imisl part, bnt I trust that it will bo 
only for a few days. Will you remain true to mo until I am re- 
leased fiom pri-on, or imltl my (ate is decided? " 

She threw herself into my aims, and clasped mo around Iho 
neek as tliougli determined ueior to quit her hold. 

" Ay, for years, for I solemnly swear I will never marry unless 
you ask luy hand, I call the sainia to witness my oalh, and how 
sincere it is. If you need lh«t to console yon during your im- 
prisonment, you have it, and my prayers shall go with you. Aud 
HOW one kiss until wo meet again." 

Our lips met, «nd then with a sigh Gracia lay motionless in 
my arms. Ilei' feelings had overpowered her, and she had fainted, 
I laid her gently upon a lounge, bathed her head with ^vator, and 
lingered near her until her senses rclurneil ; and then calling Fran- 
cisco, left her ill his charge until the captain of the port slionld 
tolurn to the schooner, and remove her fo the shoro. 
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" My friend," J s^nid, " when rIic loaves for tlie slioi'c, find out 
where sliG (^o<;s, and keep liiiirk of nil licr muvciin^nls, ko Iliat. I 
can fioinnniiiicnfc «-ilh her if il ha possililc. You will do lliis for 
mc, I know." 

'' I Mivear it," he said, cnrncsfly. 

" Yoit will also give to yonr (ivm cm exact nccoiiiit of what lias 
trfliispircd, mid ask Ihcni to adopt such a coiirso aa llicy may think 
(it foi- my liboiaiioii." 

" In less than an hour I will see the head of llio lionso." 

" I am just half an hour behind time, but if the captain general 
don't liko it, ho may do the next thing," growled the cnplain of 
the port, as he seated liimRclf by my side, and llie barge was 
shoved off. 

" I'll take darned good caro of Ibo fiehooner, and cvcrylhing on 
hoard," Bboiited Mr, I'renlico. "We'll have yon back iu a few 
days, or the old Growler will do sonio talking, I reckon." 

The long strokes of the boatmen soon carried ns beyond heap- 
ing, and almost bcibrc I bad. awakened from the reverie into 
which I had fallen, (ho barge was at the Castle stairs. Here wo 
met with anolber guard of soldiers, all drawn up as though ex- 
peeling to sirikc (error to (he heart of tlicir prim)nor, 

" What arc these soldiers for ? " I asked of my companion. 

" O," he answered, with a bhish, " we thongbt that wo might 
have some Ironblc with yon after landing, ami so I snpposud that 
it was best to bo ready. I did not know who I had to arrest. But 
I will get rid of Ihcm at once." 

Tbo captain was «s good us bis word, for the sulky-looking 
Spanish soldiei's filed off and entered the fort, and we followed 
after them. 

" 1 am going to be quite liberal towards yon," the captain said. 
" I ant going to have yon confined in a nice chamber inside tha 
fort, and cvorything that you need shall bo supplied ; so don't bo 
fearlnl of asking ibr what you require. Hero wo are, close iipou 
the sentinel." 

" Who comes?" cried tho soldier, throwing his mttsket into tho 
hollow of his arm, as though he might bo called upon to ttso it. 

" ^Imijfos / " yelled tho captain. 

" Advance, friends, and give the pass," was the response. 

" Iluvaiia," llio captain said ; and as that was correct, wo passed 
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on (hi-flDgli llic poiulcrmis iron gntcs, whicli require*] a do^ioii mon 
to turn flicin upon llieir liiiiKf^s. 

We entered an oflice wlicrc T wns iiilrodiiccd to Dio odlpcr of 
(he giiiinl, who very kindly hnd mo slrippcit and scurchcd, and 
wliftt money I had was taken fi-oni me, even my watcli. The 
caplitin siood by during the operation, and when it was con- 
cluded, took his leave, declaring that he wonid sco mc in the 
ConrsQ of the day, and let mo know what my friends were doing 
in my behalf. 

The (tfliccr in whose charge I was left conducted nie along a 
corridor luilil wo reached the end, when he unlocked a door, and 
entered an Hpiirtmcnt that wn« large and well lighted ; but the 
ligiil, alas! eamc through heavily-grated windows, and Ibe latter 
were some eight feel from tho floor, so that prisoners could not 
look out unless hy a powerful muscular effort they were enabled 
to swing tUciv bodies upon a level with the windows, and hold on 
by their hands while they gazed. 

Ill one corner of tho room was a bedstead of small sine, hut 
secured to the floor by bolls, so that it could not be nioved and 
used as n standing- place by any one desirous of looking beyond 
tlio walls of the prison, A wash-howl and pitelior and two chairs 
completed the furniture of the iMom. 

" This is the best apartment for prisoners in the fort," my 
conduclor said, " If you could see some that are occupied, you 
would cull this a parlor." 

I hnd no donbt of timl. 

" Of course you drink wine and smoko." 

I saui, " Of course ' 

He cl j'!cd the dooi , and was gone. For a while I paced up and 
down tlie apaitmeni, as miserahlo a man as it would have been 
possible to find m all Cuba, anil I was about to throw myself upon 
tl c bed and icck foij,et fulness in sleep, when I heard a key in- 
serted in the lock, imd the door was opened. 

In "olemu iilence m walked two huge negroes, blacker than tho 
thick*, st coal tnr tl it I ever saw, and each of them boro trays 
loidid Willi icftesbments, such as wine, and fruit, and Oelieate 
cal I, and a bo\ of choici. cigars. 

Ihe olliccr who had 'hown mo to the aporlmeiit accompanied 
tho toloicd men, and «an lliat tho rofrcslimcnts were placed upon 
the table, and arranged in tiio most tempting manner. Then tlia 
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negroes, wllliotit speaking a woi'd, took tticir leave, and left tiio 
officer aiiO m^solf hIoiic. 

. " You sec," my conipariioii said, " here is wine tliat we raitilji 
give fo prisoners, unless ihoy hold a high rank. ]!ut yoii liavo 
killed Knglishiiion, and I can refuse you nolhitij; on that aceount. 
The wino belonged io the late Count Gugdor, who was a prisoner 
in (his room for two iiipntlis, and contented he wna until n^kcd 
to confess )iis crimes ; and as he wouldn't tell all that lie knew, 
wo stretched him one day upon a rack, and then let cold water 
drop slowly upon his face. In two hours ho was conctuereil, 
and begged for mercy. He told what was wanted ; so, of eourso, 
it was not necessary to rack him agaiu. Hut the count never 
smiled after his first taste of punishment. lie refused to drink his 
wine, imported, expressly for his house, from France; and when 
ho died 1 look chai-go of his elfecla, and concealed the wine for 
my 0W11 pi'ivato nsc." 

My companion strode from the apartment, aud locked the door 
after him. J.eft to myself, I thought that I could do uo hetlcr than 
to drink the health of Gracia in the wine which the unforlunato 
count had left in the fort. I opened one of the hotllcs and drank 
to Gracia, and lasted of the fruit, and then throw myself upon my 
bed and fell asleep, and did not awaken until about two o'clock iu 
the afternoon, when a hand w'as laid upon my shoulder ; starting 
up, I foiuid the oll'iccr, whose name I may as well stale was Ai^ 
moranda, slanding by uiy side. 

" I have brought yoit a change of clothing, which the captain 
of the port sent from the schooner. Sit np ami dress, for you 
must go with me." 

" Where to?" 1 asked. 

" Heforo the captain gcueval, who will intcirogatc you iu re- 
lation to the abduction of a lady, the killing of Caplain Marie- 
ncllo, the scalding of soldiers, ihc firing upon thom after your 
vessel was \mdor way, aud the wounding of seven or eight scaincu 
on board of the l'"urious. Grave charges these. I h«\'o racked 
do;ion3 of men for the more suspicion of less oifcncca, and with- 
out prooi'.*' 

" Whore is the oxamiimtlou to fake place?" I asked. 

" At the palace." 

" Will if ho n lengthy one?" 

"That will depend upon circumslancos. But ask no mora 
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questions at present. Dress yours ulf, ami look as well ns pof^silile; 
for ilo you know tliiit ilicss ami looks liavo great weight sniiic- 
tiines?" 

I di'cssed myself carofiilly, and then retiii-noil to tlie offiee of tliO 
fort, where I fouiu! (wo soldiers lu waiting; ami, wilhout cxcliais- 
giwg a woni, nil four of iis cutci-ed a close carriage, drawn by mules, 
and left the fott for the eity. 

" This is Ibc enn-iago," the offifcr whispered, " that (ho cormt 
code in for the hist time. The rido was a short one, but be 
seemed pleased Nvilb it. Ilia right leg was crushed, anil rested 
ii|)oii (lie very seat yoii occupy. Itut he was a bohl fellow, and 
could bear pain boiler Ibaii any inim fhitt I ever saw. Yon re- 
member the Count Maquil?" he said, nddressiug one of (ho 
soldiers, 

"Yes, sonor, very well. lie gave me au ounce Die last lime 
wo gave him a ride." 

I sntO nolhiug, hut ntlcmiitcd to look front the window of (ho 
carriage, wbicli ^va8 fnisti-atcd by llie soldior.s. 

"Prisoners are not allowed any sneh liberties," they said. 
" You must remain quiet until such lime as we shall see fit." 

I leiinod back aiul waited for the ari'ival of the eari-iage at the 
palace, and not aiiothci' word was spoken until the vehicle entered 
the courl-yard, anil the heavy gates closed liehind us. Tho door 
of (be carriage was openeil, and the soldiers leaped out, and mo- 
tioned for mc to follow Ibem. I did so, and in silence we as- 
cended a flight of slops, and met half a dozen soldiers ivho were 
on gnavd at ibo entrance. 

" In wbich room is his oxeellency ? " asked Armoranda. 

" In tho rccoptioii-i'oom, and waiting," was (be aHrti\'cr. 

Tho soldiers glared at me as (vc passed along, and their look 
did Hot bodo me any good ; biit I did not appear to noliec it, and 
passed along until wo met a soldier who was slatioiied at a door, 
indicating (be room where Concha was waiting our arrival. 

Tho next instant I found myself in the presence of tho captain 
general, Ihe renowned Concha, who looked far from amiable as 
he sat at one end of the apartment, with half a dozen of his coun- 
cil near him, all ready to write down what was said, and deliber- 

Conelia was at that time about forty years of age, and \vhat tlio 
ladies would call a fmc-lookiiig man. lie was tall, thin, and 
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Birniglit as an ni-vow, ami with an cyo like a Imwk. His face was 
(Icslilulc of bminl, willi llic oxceplioii of n nmstaclie, wliicli waa 
loiiK aiul Illicit, ami eiilivcly eonecnlcil his nioiilh. lie was di'cspcd 
in plain dollies, and wore no murk of dislinolioii excelling an or- 
der iipoH his left breast, scenrcd lo Ilia coat by ii red butlon. His 
brow was high, but narrow, and upon it was a frown which I saw 
was iiot'iiilcmltid to do nio much j^ood, 

" Is this the man?" the caplain genera! asked of Armoranda. 

" Yes, your exeelloney, this is the man," was the answer. 

Concha fixed his dark eyes upon me as tlioiigh lo read my in- 
most Ihonghls, and crush mo with his glanee ; but I bore itH with- 
out flinching in tho least, and at Icn^'lh his eyes fell. 

" Do you speak Spanish ? " ho asked in good English. 

" I do." 

"Then yom- CMLmiualioii shall bo conducted in that kngiuige. 
Do yoii know with what yon are charged ? " 

" I do not, ami am desirous of being infoi'nied." 

" You will Icavn full fast enough ; ilo not fear ; " and Concha 
smiled as lliongh he should consider it h great iriunijdi lo pnt nio 
out of oxisleneo without much delay, "t'irst, yon have abdncte(> 
ftu heiress from the island. That is punishable by death." 

I did not lliiieh, nor move a miisele. 

" Second, j'ou have killed an oll'iecr of the Spanish army, and 
tilt to is pntiisli ble I y I 111" 

111)1 II ) y Iroops, anil upon a 

Sp I r 11 ill by death." 

11 la f I I t 1 1 es I should only have 

en I fy I 1 1 1 ly 1 vo one, 1 don't know 

ho ) 11 I k 1 

C llklllllf jl ometimes, and tlierc- 

fo 1 t ill I 1 ke a smile paused over 

11 , b l> t , 1 1 1 alt wore hard, stern, 

(ind cold again. After a |)auHo ho asked, — 

" You are an American — arc you not?" 

"I have Iho honor to be." 

" And have bi^eii ciigiigud in Iho slave trade?" 

" Yes, X do not deny it. It is a profitable business, but ona 
Whieli did not [ilcaso me, and I left it." 

" Wheio did you first see ihe Ituly you abducted?" 
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" I iliil not abiliict any lady. She left her fallicr's house vol- 
untarily ," 

" Where (lid yon seo tier first? Answer Inily." 

" I saved her life. She was on boaril of a vessel, and descried. 
The vessel was oit Are, ni)d in half an hoitr'a time it wonid havo 
been too late to assist her. I rctkiriicd her safe to her father's 
licitiso, and Ihcn told tier Hint I loved her. Tlioro was no harm 
in (hat, I suppose." 

Concha whispered with oho of his conncil, and I saw tiiat he 
smiled J and that, I thought, was not a bad omen. 

" Are there not Indies enough in America, tlial you should conio 
hero for a wife?" Concha asked. 

" None so fair as the lady Gracia," I answei'Cil, 

Another smile passed over Concha's face ; his council, faking a 
liiut fi-oni their superior, also stitVered their faces to relax from 
their griinness. 

" You have some sharpness, if you are an American," Conuha 
tomarkod, aflcr a moment's pause. 

" It is necessary if one lives in Havana," I I'ciYiarkcd. 

The captain general consulted with his advisers, and they de- 
livered a ivliispei-ed command to one of the soldiers. The latter 
lefl the apartment, and a solemn silence pervaded the meeting 
until the soldier returned, and escorted Don Ingrneia, the father 
of Gracia, and tlio man who was indebted lo me for life. 

" Have you ever seen Ihe prisoner before?" Concha asked, ad- 
dressing the Don. 

" Yes, your execllcncy. Ho is tlio one who carried off my 
danghlci' by force, and also killed MartoncUo, who was to havo 
married liei'." 

" Can you subslanliafo the charges? Will your daughter say 
as much as tlial?" 

" She will, your excellency." 

"Then his death is certain, and all the forces of the United 
States shall not save him," ConcJia said, with a terrible frown. 

" Will yon listen lo an explanation?" 

" Not to day. Yotu" time has not yet arrived to speak. When 
it does I will let you know." 

" Don lugracia," I said, " for the part you have taken in (his 
matter I pai'don yon for your daughtei-'s sake. I ackiiowledgo 
lluil I am (o be blamed, but not murdered, for eloping with tho 
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Indy. You know that hei' love wns iniiic, «ii<l yet yoti iiavc tlono 
all iu your power to crush her affections. If H is any satisfacliou 
to you, I hope you will enjoy if." 

Tlio Don liirned to Iho window, and was niiicli iift'cctcd. IIo 
could not aiiawer mo. 

At tliis iustiiut an oHlcer enlcrctl tlio apartniout as Itiou^h upon 
sonic cnaiid of jmiiorlanec. 

"Well, fiiv, what is wanted?" doiuandcd Concha, ainioal 
fiercely. 

^' Tiio American consul and (he captain of the United States 
frigate ask for audience, scnor." 

" What do they wikIi?" 

" They say an American cili«cn has been imprisoned unjnstly, 
and after a fair agreement with the captain of the eleauier Furi- 
ous that such should not be tho case. Unlit this matter is settled, 
tho frigntc refuses to saUilc the forts, or Ihe flag of Sjiain." 

" Then let him save hia powder," Coneha remarked ; hut I saw 
that ho was amazed, and could not conceal his voxafioii. " Let 
thorn wait a few miuiitcs," Concha saiil ; and he look counsel 
with his advisers, and while they whispered I could sec that Ihoy 
diivcled their glances towards nic, which looke<l as though I was 
tho subject of their remarks. Al length the conforcnco ceased. 

" liclurn tho prisoner to the fort," Concha said. " We will ex- 
amine him at some future lime." 

*' And his Irealmcut," suggested Armoraiida. " 13o you want 
him racked?" 

" No, yon fool I Treat him well until further orders. Go." 

The soldiern sainted, and wo loft the apartment by a difluvcnt 
door from (he one which we entered. Wo hurried through the 
back cori'idor, and reached the conrt-yardj where stood the consul's 
carriage, and also tho \'ehicle which brought mo from the fort. 
The soldiers seemed anxious to leave the grounds of the palace 
ns soon as jtossibic, for fear they should encounter some ouc who 
might ask theiu their business ; and after ^ve were seated iu tho 
carriage, 1 inquired of Armoranda if such was not the case. 

" We were fearful that tho captain general would soul us word 
to give you a taste of the torture. That was the reason we hur- 
ried oft'." 

I hinted that I thought they feared to meet the American consul. 

" I tell you what," said Armoranda, after a moment's pause, 
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" I was really fiisirfiil Uidt you whs goiii^ I" 'A'-t ■! '-isip '>f I'la 
vtick after we readied ili'i cttsCle ; you spoki: up laElier slimi al 
OTIC liino — imiish inoro bold than the count dared to, even wiih 
all Ins wealth." 

" And you took good rare lo remind Cojielia that ii Hitie ruck- 
ing would suit you," i remarked. 

The Spfliiiittd siiitled ;^looniily. 

" I niUHt confess tliiit 1 like lo sec the Elesli quiver, and llio 
musclcH strain until llioy arc, loiuly to crack; but with you it 
isdiflcrcnt; yiiu liavc killed Knslishmon, and lliat. is enough to 
natisfy me you don't deserve puniHhmenl. I had to mention the 
rack, and if his excellency had ordered il, I should have applied 
it ralhev light, you may rest assured of that." 

I had Ijut little failh in the man's assertion, but I wnnid not 
quai'i-cl with him, so held my pence until the vehicle once more 
enlored tlio gates of the fort, and they were closed after us with 
a sullen crash, that must have sent a chill 10 the heart of many a 
criminal, confined at the Oasile for stale purposes. 

In the oflice of the fort I found, to my snrprisc, Don Kiejo, 
from ulioni I liiid ehavlered the Coipiotte. He gicctcd me warmly, 

" I have wttiled here," he said, " for nearly two hours, so that I 
would bo certain lo see you ; for liie instant I was informed of yonr 
votiirn (o port, ami imprisonmcnl, I obtained permission for an 
inlerviow. Things have worked badly, but it is all owing to lliat 
old fool, Don lugracia, who ivill bo sorry for what he has done, 
or I am mistaken. Don't ihink that your friends have all deserted 
yon, for Ihoy have not. IVc will romiiin as true to you as though 
you were still engaged in the slave trade, and money shall not bo 
wanting to aid your cause. At present Concha ia furious, but 
ho will calm do\vn in a few days, or as soon as he sees that you 
have powerful friends. lie is not a man-lo run in direct opposi- 
tion to the wishes of (hose out of whom ho somolimcs makes a 
pretty sum." 

" ItuL how can you go to work to cflect my release ? " t asked. 

"There arc sevenil ways. In the first place, let nio know 
\vhat the lady will say, uiidov all circHnistancos." 

" She will (ell the truth," I answered, promptly, 

" Yes, yes ; I have no doubt of that, but I wish lo know if it 
is the truth we want just at this linto. A word or two may 
ruin all our plans, especially if those words happen lo tell against 
us. "What will alio swear to? That is wluit I waut to kuow." 
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I toll! Iiim as bi'ipfly as possibln, and lie lislciiod (o every wovil 
iiim.itivdy. 

"You arc sure tlmt slic will siicic to iIiiil?"tlLO ))on uskcU, 

" I am [losilivc that if bIio is hi her right senses she will," I 
answered. 

" In licr viglit seiiRcs," muttered tlic Don ; " how do we know 
whellior she will bo in her right senses at tlio proper moment ? I 
have heaixl oF such Iluiigs ns drugging ami filling llio minrt with 
denunciations, when lu a sane moment Ihe whole would be re- 
pndintcd. Itiit I must sctn waldi over the Don and liis daughter, 
nnd sec that she is not Ifimpercd with. It is the safest course. 
If she testifies to what, yon littvc said, there is not much (hiugcr 
but yom- lite will bo spaicd. As a last resort, wc iiavc money, 
and that will accomplish much in this island." 

Ilo hurried from the olliue, and Armoranda conduetcd me lo 
my clmmbor, or cell, wliiclievor ibo reader may please (o call it. 

A man thinks of many things when all alone, with iiothhig bet- 
ter to occupy his time ; therefore it is not wointcrfnl iC I did light 
a good cigar, aud build castles with nothing more substantial thait 
smoke. Two glasses of wine changed me into a hopeful and en- 
tlmsiiislic lover onco more, and I was iiiclincd lo laugh at the 
fancies, dull and solemn, which had filled my hi-aiu but a few 
minutes before. I alo of the fniit which I fonntl upon tlio tmy, 
(iiiished part of a roast chicken atnllcd wilh olives and spice, ami 
then concluded with a third glass of wiuc, »'ilh which 1 drank 
the health of Gracia; but hardly had I concluded when I heard 
Armonindii's footsteps in the corridor, and the gleaming of a light 
flushed through the cracks of the door. 

I hoped that he brought mo some cheering intolligenco, and 
was prej)ai'ed lo give him a hearty wclconie wheii he imlockud 
the door; but lie entered the room c<)ld aiitl stern, and was fol- 
lowed by the blacks who had \isilcd mo once before. To my 
surprise, the latter wore laden with two hirgo trays, and iipou 
theni wei-e hot coll'eo of most deiietous fi'agi-auco, a supper of 
ciiieken, eggs, ami tomatoes, vegetables and sweetincals, and two 
more bottles of wine of Ihe same brand as that which I was sup- 
plied with before. Tiiere was also u huge jug of walor, a wash- 
howl and towels ; and when ihe slaves arranged the whole, thuy 
left the eel! wilboitt a word, leaving half a dozen wax candles for 
me to buru during the night if I was so disponed. 
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" This is not a bud arrauKemeiiL foi- a Kinle pHsouer," snul At 
movandu, jiointiHg lo tlie foiist nin) its appoariinco. 

X liioiight that it was not, 

" All tliat you linvc to do is to eat and mako yourself comfort- 
able. I'm goiiij; lo luko good earc of you for two reasons. First, 
I am paid by some one for it, and secondly, you killed those 
Kiiylisbmcii, and deserve it on that aceount." 

Soon after diiyliglil tbc next moi'niiif; I was awakened by tlio 
uoiijo of a drum and InLinjict, lin-ninj^ ont llic soldiers of (he fort 
to their daily dnlioBi and in a few miniiles Ai'niorauila nnlockcd 
luy door, and bronglit in hot coft'ce and fresh bread. The fore- 
noon passed slo^^■ly enough ; but towards noon I received a visit 
from Fraiioiseo, who had, by Ibe aiO of Serior Eiejo, obtained a 
puss to see me, from ibo captain general, after much porsnasiou. 

" I liHve not lost a moment's time," my friend said, " since we 
parted on the deck of the Cotpictto. ISnt I will give you a com- 
plete liistory of what I liavo done, ami then yon will understand 
me nnicli bettor." 

" Have « drink ilr.sl," I snggeslud, seeing that lie looked tired 
and thirsty. 

My suggestion met witb his approval. IIo drank, wns re- 
freshed, and eoiilinued : — 

" I waited on board of the schooner nnti! the captain of the 
port rclnrncd from landing yon at the Castle, and saw liim take 
the Lady Gracia on sboro. I followed in a boat, and tracked the 
parly lo Don Ingracia's palaco. I need not fell you ihat llic 
senorila was deeply ailected, and shod many tears. Jlcr fntlior 
mot ber iu the coart-yard of hia house, but manifested no feeling 
of joy at .seeing her ; and, to toll the truth, I am glad tlial he did 
not, for had ho appeared rejoiced' at once nioi-e greeting her, sbo 
would bavo bad some rclnciancO at leaving him the second lime. 

" Well, I saw her safely housed, and found by ibo sei'vants 
that a journey was not conteniplated lo the country : but for fear 
that such would bo the ease, I stiilioncd a man to watch the 
bouse, and to give me information if a start was made ; and thoQ 
I went to the (inn of liiejo & Co., and nsionished them very 
much with my ace<nn\t of what had transpired. They hardly 
know what to do or how to proceed ; for yon see the highest 
porson on. the island had interested himself in the matter, and bo 
don't stand for Iritles, 1 can toll you. 



,1 Google 



PliANCISOO'S ACCOUNT. 875 



"At lenglh Ricjo want fo tde Anici-icmi corisiii's, oikI ISfeali 
Bud myself to iho Giowlei-, isliich hud droppetl niicbor by tliia 
time. Our objccl was to i>ieveiU tlic government from Hoi/.iiig 
OH llio schooner, by siiiting that it was chnrlcrcd to an Amur- 
iciui. We bad an inlorview with Captain BlufF, and Ibdt 
gcnllciniiu WHS fiirious at the manner in .wJiicli you liad been 
treated, lie swore very mueb ihat he wotild not sahitc the forts 
)inlil you were safe on board (be Coquette, ns por agrcomcuf, 
and to make all sure of the latter, he sent a boat's crow on hoard 
nnd towcti (he Coquette under (lie guns of the frigale, and she i.s 
lying there tiow. Then be drauk several glasses of brandy, and 
niado ns do the same, although we did not like (o ; and on shore 
the captain went to llinl the consul, and liuvo an interview with 
the captain general. What was ilnne I don't know for ccilain, 
but I ihink that favorable promises were made." 

My friend Francisco ponrcd out and drank several glasses of 
wine before ho could recover bis breath. Alter he had quenched 
his (hirst, I asked, — 

" And what of Gracia ? Have you Bccn ber fo-ilay ? " 

" Oidy for a moment, and thcii I eould not speak (o her. I 
was in the coitit-yitrd of her bouse, disguised a» a fruit-vendor, 
and saw licr at a window* Kho was very jiale, and looked as 
though slic bad been weeping, as I have no doubt she had. I 
have a man who slands ueav the house night and day, and not a 
Boul Clin leave it without bis notice." 

" And you cannot learn what they havo concluded to do with 
mo?" I asked, after a moment's pause. 

" Thc_ American consul don't know, and Captain Bluff is on 
board bis ship drilling the crew, as though ho really meant fight." 

Wo wore silent for some time, for both of us were [Ntying our 
rospecls to the wine, and I was thinking of poor Gracia and her 
tears. 

" I know that Itiejo, this morning, attempted to see the cap- 
tain general, biit ivns not successful, lie means to oiler him five 
thousand dollars in your behalf. This shows lliat ho has somo 
friendship for you." 

While we were conversing, Armoranda entered tbo room, and 
informed me that it was time I should nsakc my appearance he- 
fore Concha, who expected mo at twelve o'clock, and did not liko 
to wait Ave niiuules, lie didn't understand trilling. 
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Acting upon tliis hiol, Frmicisco left mo with tlic iirnmi^fi to 
keep a ))rotei;tiii;; eye u|ion Graciii, am! ivatdi itiu inovuiiietils of 
liiir fnllicr, aiut lliiU lie would cnll (igiiiii (lie ilpxI <1iiy '^ i' were 
possible to obtuiii n pass. We shook hands most cordinily, fliul I 
saw ft tear in his eye as ho Uioiiglit oi' iny i in prison men I and his 
own freedom, 

I dressed, and left the fort, ns I did the day before, confined in 
a close carriage, and gLiardod by the two soldiers and Armiii-andn. 
Jint»I noticed that the soldiers had changed tlieir snllen aspect for 
one that was mneli more pleasing, and oven smiled U|)on me. 
Conid it bo possible that rliey had felt iho inlhienco of gold, and 
that Ronio one had slipped into their palms a few broad <iinices — 
those tempters which corrupt both man and woman, mid by which 
friendship is bought and sold. 

Wc reached the palace a few minutes past one o'clock, and 
were received by anolficer, who ranked like one of onr sergeants 
in the regular array ; and a most impoviant feeling pcrBOii ho was, 
whisking in his hand a small cane, which he seemed contimially 
inclined to lay upon the backs of the soldiers who stood near the 
door, and who fijipeui-cd to dread that such might he the eaao, by 
the alacrity with which (hoy stirred. 

" Come, move, lads, move," cried the sergeant, with a wave of 
his hand, and a jtourish of his cane, as the door of the earriiigc 
was opened, and I was assisted out. 

Concha did not look any more amiable tliHU ho did the day be- 
fore. He guKcd at mc for a inomoiit without speal;iiig. I could 
read in his face that he was menially revolving in his mind what 
kind of tordiro lie should expose mo to ; and it wonid have taken 
but lillle to havo sent mo back to the fort, and given me a taste 
of the rack and dripping water. Indeed, Armoranda pricked up 
his cars as though cxpoeling an order ; but his excellency con- 
trolled his jealousy and hate sulliciendy to spare the torture, for 
which I take this method of thanking him most sineei-cly. There 
was a solemn silence for a few minutes, and then Concha turned 
lo one of his council. 

" Arc ))on Iiigracia and his daughter in attondanco? " the cap- 
tain general asked. 

"Tbey arc, j'our excclSouey," 

"Tlien admit them." 

The gentleuian uildressod went out for a moment, and I waited 



witli impationpe for a s'i'upso of Gracia's awnct faco. Al Icir^lli 
sliu ciit«rcU the room, luaiiiiiy; upon llio iirm of llio old gcnilumaii 
^\lio was split for licr. How lovoly s!io lookcil, iiltliougli <|uilo 
iiiilo ! but tbcvo was siicli an oxpi-cssiun of a»>golic vcsigimlioii ou 
her fiice flmt I coiiltl liavo fallen down am! worsliipped Iier; and 
as it was I stni'tiid lowards liui', Ijiit the aohlicrs inlcvposcd, and 
refused to allow mo lo have any coniniiinicalton ^vilh lior. 

Grncia wan drcs.^cd in wliilc muslin, and wove no onmiimuU 
excelling a rod rose in her iiair; bnt never liad 1 seen her iook 
belter, allhougli at her fnllicr's house I Imd met licr in con>i)iiny 
whan diamonds Hashed upon her arms and nock, and wliun rich 
silka covci-ed hor form, and go s hj a klc 1 I e I 

As soon as Gracia saw nic, al o e fe i t 1 e 1 It 

lutve advanced towards nic ;btlollf, 1 loli 

cimrgo of tier apparently did ot a|| o c 1 I a co e A 
gently (letainei) her, and fnial]) c I el le (o s I lo 

lion Ingracia, allcr staring at o f o t 1 I I I ^ 

nation, was rash onongli to sh ke 1 ft c lie { o 

voUcd a grin from the captain ^ 1 I o look 1 | | t to 

to SCO the gesture. 

As soon as all were seated excepting myself and the soldiers, 
till! groat man of tlic [larty spoke. 

" I'risoner," he said, " onr friend Don Ingracia has slated that 
yon abducted his daughter, and that you killed Cajilain Blarlc- 
ucllo, both on the same night, I''or certain reasons 1 have made 
this a stale aft'atr, and instead of allowing yon a trial by jury, I 
shall act as judge. What do you say to the cliargo?" 

" Not guilty," I replied. 

" Don Ingracia, let ns hear from you ou flio Hubjcot. Your 
information is of imjioi-limce. Speak." 

The old Spaniard arose, and without looking at ino com- 
menced : — 

" Some few day.i before my daughter was nhdiicfed, I told llic 
prisoner that slio was desiineil to be nuiicd in marriage to Cap- 
tain Martenello, lo whom no objection could be olTerod on account 
of birlli and fortune. I asked his co-operation in the project, lie- 
cauac I thought that he might have some influonco with my child, 
Iho prisoner having' once saved her life." 

" Did ine prisoner promise his influence? " asked Concha. 

" He did, and foi' U 1 was to reward him. I did this becajiso 
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I )iad been warned limt llic American was rcKfii'ding tier with 
iiim-e than friciidly fcolinsi "'"'i "s rar as my ilaii^liler was coii- 
cci'ned, i( was necessary to cvusli ont any liopc tlial lie miglit liavo 
cufoFtaiiied. I tliotight tliaf I had succeeded Ijy (he nid of money ; 
but the Amci-ioan licecivcd me, as thoy deceive every one with 
whom tlioy trade." 

" Conlino yourself to the siibjeet," Gonciia said, a litlio tartly, 
I thought, 

" Yes, your excelleney. I suspected nothing, and thought that 
my plans would surety succeed ; but a few nights after my con- 
vci'satioii with llie American I was awakened by a tovriblo com- 
inolion in the lioiisc, and fouud, to my dismay, tliat my daughter 
had left mo arid lied witli the stranger, or eiso that lie liad forci- 
bly abducted her. The latter supposition I liavo since found to 
be correct. Captain Martcnello and myself followed on horse- 
back as vapidly ns posMible, and overlook the fngitivos; when wo 
were attacked liy tim American and his slave, and tJio captain 
was killed just as ho had cut down the black. I thonght that 
tliey might have a reserved force ; so I made my escape as fast as 
por'siblc, and alarmed t!»o garrison at San Jafjuith, and then camo 
and made complaint to your cxcolleney," 

" Does the lady support your testimony? " asked Coiiclia. 

" You can question her, your excellency," was the ansiver, 

Graeia looked nj) with such an oxpi'cssion \ipon her face that 
I wanted to whisper words of encouragement to her, but the con- 
founded soldiers would not permit nio. 

" I am sorry that my testimony must conflict with my fatlior's," 
Graeia said, in a low tone, yet so perfectly tlistiuct every word 
was heard in that fiuiot room. " My fatlier is laboring under 
a mistake when ho says that the Senor Robert removed mo 
froiii homo by force. Such was not llio case. I left of my own 
will, and I left joyfully ; ibr I would never have married the man 
iT.y father assigned me, for ho possessed no tiuaiilics that eom- 
maiided my respect or confidenco." 

" Do not heed her, your exoolloncy,". cried the Don. " I think 
that her bcuscs have left her." 

" My senses have not left mo ; but I fear that they will, unless 
the scuor who has trcalcd me so kindly and saved my life and 
hotioi- is represented correctly," Graeia exclaimed, with much 
oaruesluesH. 
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•' Slio (Iocs not mean wlmt bKo snys," said Don iHgrncia. " I, 
licr fnilicr, have « riyhi. to rcprosciit lior." 

" Hilt not intsrepvesciit mc," Gracia rcmarkeil, pvoiidly. 

Tlic cyos of llic capKiiii general wcro fixed upon Ucr willi ail 
expi'ossioii of deep ailmiralioti. I could sco by his face thai lior 
wonderful beauty bad produced aw efl'ccl iipou liini ; biit wliethcr 
it was likely to boticfit ino wa.s a. (iiicstion (hat I did not dare ask, 
for llio rcpiilation of Concha as a gallniil was high, for some of 
Ilia ainoHi's wore well known atllavnna. 

" Lot the lady speak wilhout any biiidoraiiec," Conelia cried, 
after u moment's pause, " Do not again intcrriipl. The sainls 
forbid Hint I slioalil do any injustice hero, for if she loves this 
young man — " 

" Hut she docs not, your excellency," interrupted Don Ingracia. 

" Silence, senor, ami let iho lady conclude her testimony. " 

" I fled fi'ont my father's house with iho only one whom I can 
lovo enough to accept as a husband. The step was not a hasty 
one ; I considered it well days before it was taken. I preferred 
Imppincss and love to wealth and ucgleel. That is the manner in 
which I was abducted." 

"And that charge falls to the ground," said Concha, with a 
look of ad mi ration at Gi'aeia. " What say you, scnors?" he con- 
tiinied, turning to the council ; " can we sustain the charge which 
has been brought against the American?" 

" J-ct me bring other evidence before you decide," cried Don 
Ingraeia, who feared that J should oscape liis toils, after all. 

" Thero is no occasion for it. The prisoner is free," the cap- 
tain general said. 

Gracift sprang towards me wilh a wild cry of delight, and I 
prepared to meet her, but ivas detained by the sohlici's, who pre- 
vented me from moving, allhougb I could easily have dashed 
fhcDi both to the llooi-, had I been so disposed. 

" One moment," said Concha ; " I said free of that charge. 
There arc others against him wliich no doubt can bo proved ; and 
now we will come to the kiltijig of Captain Martcncllo. Come, 
Pon Ingracia, let us hear the history of that." 

" He killed the captain, your excellency, as I stated before. I 
have no new facts to repeal, unless 1 should aiid that lie woiild 
have killed me also, had I not made my escape." 

" J.el the lady be questiiiucd on that point," I said, in answci 
to a look from Concha. 
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I'oor Gracia (ignin rcpcalcil her slory, and reinfeil, in faltci'ing 
accciilN, Ilio (lentil of llio nugro, llm iiKack upon me, am) llic man- 
Dcr ill which I rcitislcil it by kitliiig Cnplaiii Mailcnollo. Iler 
fallier looked as thougli he could hnvc struck her senseless wliilo 
stic was spcnkitig. 

Conchft and Iho council confcvi-ed fogellicr, and the result was, 
tliat Gracia's iiKioccnco and frankness jji-odneed such an cllect 
I was declared not guilly of llie erimo oliargcd ; and 1 bejjan 
to tliink that I ^yas |>i'ogressiug finely, wheii a nicsseiigcr ciitei-cd 
the room, and said tiint ho deaired lo apeak to the captain gonci-al. 

" Well, sir; whiif is «'aiiiing?" Concha asked, impalienfly. 

" The Amevican frigate Koarev has jnst entered (he harbor, 
senoi-, and (ho oaptuin refuses (o salute the forts nnlil an Ameri- 
can, now ill confinement, is released," 

" Tiien she can remain silent," was the answer. 

" I!ut, your exeeJIenoy, (he captain of Iho Uoarcr and the cap- 
tain of the (irowler arc wailing for a reply." 

" Thou lei llicm wait until Ihey lire," was iho uncivil answer ; 
and Concha was about lo resume the cxnminalion, when I hciiid 
Captain IMuff's voice, and (ho next inslnnl tho door of the room 
was opened, and it) walked two naval oHlcers. 

" llnllo, Shackle I we've found a harbor, after all ; and, by ilio 
piper lliat played before Mosca, hero's the old nian ns lai'gu as 
life, and twice as natural." 

This was said in English, and was intended (o apply (o Concha, 
who looked for a moment as cross as a bear with good appetite 
and short rations. 

Tho ! J 1 ft era had entered so uiicovemonioHi. 

ly was 1 ill ill, some one of tho captain gon- 

eial'sol 111 C icba was in the room am! waiting 

for the I y I I I boat further notice; and gratiiled 

enougl I I i f the mlslakc bad not bcou made, 

I sbotil II e d I iew. 
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niK VASKKF, OAl'TAlNS AND Tlim 

A COUCKSSION, — A I'OSTi'OSKMKN-r. ™A J'KIOIIX TO I.KAVB — 
ON »OAHU TJIK GItWI.Klt. 

Captain IJi-UFf, as I said Ijcforc, ctilcfoil tlio chainljci- wlicro 
tlie hearing was going on, nii^ artcr aiin EtiirtHng cxclnmatioii, 
cast liis keen gray eyes nrouiul [lie room Tor llic purpose of tiik- 
ing n» obseivatioii, oiiJ in so doing it wiis but ttfttiiral tliat.h© 
slionlil see nic. 

" Ulnst my eyes, filiaekle, if liere ain't the chap that I was Idl- 
ing you ftliout I Well, oW fellow, liow docM the \aui\ lay, hoy? 
All slioalx ahead? And here is (he lass, too, looking as while as 
a new main royal, and twice as hiiiuWmc. Cheer up, my dear ; 
we'll have yon out of this miiss, or we'll box compasses with Iho 
cnpiain general afore many days." 

And ihe caplain, who Imd really got his bearings, and knew 
how llie land lay at last, crossed over to where I was, and shook 
hiinils with mo as conliiilly as though 1 stood upon his ciiiartci-- 
deck ; and from mc he went to Gi'acitt, niul almost crushed her 
lilllo hand in his huge pitw. 

" Well, what ill thunder is this all about, hey?" asked Captain 
Bluff, who seemed to lake the lead in everylliing, and left poor 
Captain Sliackle. awtiy to iho leeward, healing about in wonder 
find nmaKcnient. " I want 10 know why yon arc not released. 
'I'liaf is what I want to know, and I mean to wait for an answer." 

All this lime the captain general had watched proceedings wilh 
lis juHch astonishmeut as it is possible for a .Spaniard to show, and 
yet he had not said one word. I noticed, however, that ho had 
lonchcd n boll tvhich was just behind his chair, but wlicthcr it was 
•o summon servants or soldiers ivas more than I could tell. I 
knew that Concha was a resolute man, and would meet force with 
brce ; but I did wot think that Captain Bluff would procec<l to ex- 

As soon us there was a pause. Concha spoko with dignity, and 
nailo Bomo little impicssion. 
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" I do not lecogiiinc yotir riglit (o internipl pi'ocendiiig.s in itiia 
nmmicr, liiit I shall, for tlio snkc of liarmoiiy, overlook it tliia 
time. I can alivays ha niipronolietl, but I want lliaC formulily, 
wliicii 13 <luc my position, to bo obt^orvcd. Lot iho lady and Iho 
prUonor retire," 

Tlio soldiers were about to carry out Concha's wishes, but Cap- 
lain BliifTintcmipliid, and laid one hand upon my shoulder. 

" I'or two <!ayH," the ciiplain siiiil, " I huvo iillcmpteil to bonrd 
tliis cba|>, so lliut I could dvcihititl him ; but you have refused mo 
on some pretest or otiiur. I now ask that be remain in (bis room 
at prcscut, or unlil wo can sctllo a liirlo business rclalinf; to him." 

" Sucli a courtio would be wiihout precedent, and would result 
in no good. The prisoner is confined for .stale reasons; but, for 
nil that, he shall have every chance lliat can be used for fiis safety. 
Tills yon have my word for." 

" I have iio objection to your woi'd," Captain lihift' paid, " for 
I s'poso one man's woi'il is as good as another's unless one of 'oiii 
lies, and then it ain't. But llmt is neither here nor lliero. Shackle 
and I have come liero in the hope of prevailing upon you to re- 
lease the man. lie hain't done any barm, and if lie has, bo wa» 
provoked to it, and yon can't blame him for that. Wo don't 
want to make a fiiss, and raise the devil gciioi'aHy, 'cos it wonid 
nut benefit cither of us ; but wo must do somctbing for our ropula' 
tion, or wo shall be laiigbed at." 

i'lio eoldioi-3 looked from the captain general to Captain Blulf, 
ami hardly knew which to mind. At length, to their great relief, 
Coiicba nodded to tbem to let me remain, and then Ihey fell back 
a pace or two. 

"I have no wish to involve Spain in a war with the tJnitod 
Slates," said Concha, in a grave tone; " but the honor of our na- 
tion must be preserved. The American has fired upon my koU 
dtcrs, and upon a national ship ; and for those offences ho must bo 
responsible. If he can prove that be is blameless in fho prem- 
ises, I shall release him most promptly, But until be offers such 
evidence, I shall hold hini." 

" But, blast it all, sir," cried Captain Bluff, " your old coffee- 
pot, the steamer Furious, tired upon the schooner first, and should 
have knocked the craft all out of the water. I heard three shots 
before the Yankee returned the live. I'll swear to it." 

" The captain of llie steamer tells nie a different story," re- 
marked the captain general, rather gravely. 
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" 'i'iic!! ho toilft a cussed lie, and I'lE any so lo Iiis fiico ! " roarud 
BlulF. " A man Unit will sity audi a Cliing as itiiU, when ha 
knows it ain't true, don't dcsorvo llio iianio of sailor. IIo'u a 
Bojer, niid ii |ioor one at that, and I would Hot fjivc liun sliip-i'ooin 
on board liie Growler. Would yo», Shaekle?" 

" Certainly nol," was flio iirompt answer. 

" I have the word of the coplaiu hikI tlio UrsC liontcnnnt lliat 
sttch was iho case," Concha remarked, in a quiet lone ; tind pcr- 
liaps ho had, bill it. seemed hardly possible ihaC two men could 
tell such shocking lies. Jiesidcs, it was |»etty well uiulerslood 
that Coiichft littered statcmcnO and facts to suit himself soiiic- 

" Shackle, lot us go and find them sojcrs, and give 'em the lie, 
and tJien fight 'em," cried Cuiilain BluC 

" I'm ready ; heave ahead," ivas the prompt reply. 

" I shall allow no fighting on the ishiud," Concha remarked, 
rather sharply. 

" I don't ktiow bow you can help yourself," was the impudent 
rejoinder of Captain Bluff. " If wo can't figlit on land wc can on 
the water, and wo have nine luindred men to hack iis." 

Concha bit hia lips, and the council frowned. I feared that tho 
captain would do me more liarni than good by his angiy romarka, 
nnil I would have "ivcn umch for the privilege of saying a few 
words, and smoothing over his roughneiis. But the .soldiers look 
good care to prevent mc from doing so, and I was (hereforo 
forced to remain a sjiectator of the disagreeable scene, which, 
although intended for my good, was not mnch calculated to bcn- 
clit me. 

There was an aivkward panso foi- a few moments, and it was 
evident that Conclia was undecided what to say. A reply was on 
his lips, and if ho had nliercd it, ibo two captains would have left 
the palace with \'cugeance in Iheiv hearts ; but by a poiverful effort 
tho captain general stilled the hot words, and merely smiled. 

" What wo want," said Captain Bluff, in a tone of voice a lilflo 
more moderate, " is the discharge of our countrymait, and wo shall 
not remain satisfiei:! until he is free, lie was taken from iho 
schooner after an express condition (hat ho should have a fair 
trial, and sboiih) not bo mado a prisoner. I'ni a party to tliat 
condition, and my honor is concerned." 

" Tlicn cnl! again to-morrow, and wo will havo fiirthor loii" 
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vcrsatioii on (lie siilijcut," Conclia remarked. " I friiHt that this 
miitler can be iitljiiated poacenbly. Let the Aincricmi return I o 
prison, an«i there await ouv oi'ders." 

The Hokliors were about lo Iea<l me from the room, when Citp- 
tain lihilToneo more Rpokc, and quiio eliccrfully this lime. 

" I hojiD your cxcuiloney will let the lad iinO lass exthnngo n 
few signals afore ihcy are sepavaied. They are almost dying lo 
&])Guk lo each olhcr." 

" Ccrtaiuly. Lot the latly and gentleman converse together for 
tct» minnloK before tliey are separated," was Concha's reply. 

I hurried to Gracia, and there, in the presence of the whole 
company, slio throw her arms around my neck, ami laid licr head 
upon my shoulder. Don Ingracia started towards us as though 
to inlerposo, but tho old gentleman, who' had charge of the lady, 
kept him hack, and woidd not lot him hear our {Uscuur.'^e. 

"Courage, Gracia," I whispci-ed ; "our sivnpglcs arc most 
over. In a few days I shall l)c iVee, I think, and then we will 
leave the island widiout molesluliou." 

" If I eonld only think so," she replied, " I slionld bo happy, 
and would checrfnlly submit to the anger of my fallier." 

" You must not leave llic city," I said ; " and if. yon arc com- 
pelled to, do not fail of sending some one to Francisco, and in- 
form him where you are goingi Do you comprehend me?" 

"Yes, yes," she mnrmnrcd. 

" And yon still love me?" 1 asked. 

" O, belter than ever," she cried, eagerly ; anil in tho iircsonca 
of all those men she threw her arms aronnd my ucek and pressed 
her lips to mine. 

" O, I-ord 1 " groaned Captain Bluff, when he saw such an ex- 
hibition of affection, "that reminds ine of my old woman, and 
the day that I was spliced. Say, Shackle, what do you think of 
that?" 

" Think ! " repealed Shackle, who was a malfer-of-fact man, 
and had no nonsense about him, " why, I think they should bo 
spliced afore another dog walch." 

" Shackle," cried Captain lihilf, " you arc a man of sense. 
Give me your paw, I am prond to think that you hoiong to (ho 
United Slates navy. I-ong may yoii wave." 

Even the captain general, who was regarding the scene with 
interest, and some envy, I thought, suffered a grim smilo to paaa 
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over Ilis tliin features as ho wiinesscd the ciilliusinsm of the imval 
ofiicers and llio devotion of Gvncia. 

I luiil jiisl relonscd (ho la<ly from my arms *vlicii Don Ingnicin, 
Iier ralliev, slopped forwaid, rs lliougii to speak to mo. I ox- 
Icndcd myhand, but he did not notice it, or pi-ctenilcd not to, 

" Do you still think th«t I liavo wrougcd yo«?" I asked of the 
proud Spauiard. 

" Jloro thtiu your life can atone for," was the ans^i'cr. 

" Do I deserve such treatment? " I asked. " Do 1 doHovve at 
your liands such false evidence? You know you staled things 
uufaivly, aad yet I oueo saved your life and your dauglilci-'s." 

" Do not dare to speak fo me," (he Spaniard said, with intense 
I)!Uernc99, " You liavo wronged luo. Givo inc bauk my cliild, 
while you return to the prison ivhicli yoii deserve." 

I was hurried from the room, and, did not see that Gritciii had 
fainted and fallen into her father's arms. 

I hardly spoko a \von\ on my way back to Moro Castle, for 
I felt that my feelings were not under control, and but litllo 
would hare been required to make me exhibit some *¥eaknesa, 
whieh I was desirous of not gratifying my enemies willi a sight 
of I Iciincd baek in the cari-injjo and closed my eyes, and by 
such means avoided couvcrsalion until we reached (ho Castle, 
whero I was agreeably surprised (o find Don Kiejo and Fran- 
cisco, both awaiting me in the oflice. 

*' I presume," asked the Don of Armoramla, " (hat ivc can dine 
with (lie prisoner, if we are so disposed." 

Aimoi uida was not so suie of that. He Imd received rather 
stiin„i.nt oideis about me, aud did not like lo take too much re- 
epousibiiitv 

" Iheu no will duio m the Aniericaii'a apartment, and you 
fhall fuinish the dutnei As long as it is a good one, I dou't 
eaii, what it costs, aiul the Don slipped two gold ounces in the 
hind of tho uatchlul ollicci , and it was marvellous to see how 
qniok his iicc. chaugid fiom a look of gloom to one of gladness. 

' I think I can unim^e it 'he said, afier a moment's hesita' 
lion pjfltm^ (he mnncy in Ins pocket with a grace and indepcu- 
diiue ptfuliii lo Spinuiids and taking a key from its accus- 
tom 1 pc„ he kd t) paiij to the chamber wliieh I tiillcd homo. 

] uikui^ (Ik, di )i uj oil u , after a wise admonition not to make 
a no 11 jid atii 1(1 loj much atteit.lioii, i!io olliccr kft us to cou- 
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verso as much as wo plenscf), and to reficsh ourselves wilh a foW 

boHlcs of tlio (Iccctiscd coiinrs inucli priKUcI wine. 

'' I s«|>j)osc," Kciid ihc Don Hiisjo, " tlitil you ura nn\iou3 to 
henr w-lint news \vc lun'c brougiit yon, I can answer nt onee. 
Wc liRve none of iiii|ioi-tniice, altliougli yon must not suppose lliat 
we iiavo boon idle. Wo have been aclivc, and if wc have not 
worked upon Coiiehn, I enn toll you tliiit liis advisers imvo beea 
sounded, and will speak at tho right time. Tliis is something to 
lie dcpeudcdxipon. Now tell ua what passed at tho examination 

1 related, as near as I could recollect, all that ?md ensued, and 
nl^o tiio violent scene bctwcon the Anicrienn ollieei's and the cap- 
tain genernt. 

" That will do for CoiicJia to sleep Uj)o>)," was tho rcinai-k of 
Kicjo. "He will now know tluiE tliat brandy- drinkiiif; c.iplain 
ia in earnest, niul means to give liini trouble if your imprison- 
munt is insisted upon. I Ihiuk tliat to-morrow will bring forth 
Bomclliing of importance, and tinlil that time wo must cnl, Kiccp, 
and drink as nsiial, I is-ish that savago would biting the dinner, 
for I am as hungry as a etirgndoro," 

Just at that moment there was a shnflliug of feet in the pns- 
aiige-way, and the door opening revealed four slaves bearing dishes 
of food and a table ; and as they were marshalled about the room 
in arranging tilings, 1 could sec that tho two ounces, ivhich wcro 
in Armoranda's pocket, were doing wonders to make Ibc meal a 
success. 

Tho dinner was a good one, for it was cookud oufsido of the 
fort at « neighboring hotel, and by tho order of Francisco, who 
know that money would soften the olliccr's heart, and had whis- 
pered what had boon done as soon as permission was given to dine 
at the fort. 

There was an abundatico of wine and somo oxeellent cigars, 
and what more could wo have wished for excepting freedom? 
Tbc loss of that was a drawback, but as long as I wns surrounded 
by |)lcasn!it (iompauions I did not think so much of my imprison- 
ment. Kiejo grew jovial, and sang two or three songs, most of 
them love ditties, and when he ha<l concluded, Francisco needed 
but little urging to favor us with a spceimen of his tenor, and thus 
tho afternoon passed pleasantly until Ibey left me alone. 

By nine o'clock Arnioranda furnished me wilh coffee anil wan 



caimIIos, nnd iiilimnto.d liiat at any liour I olioso to leavn llin Casllo 
ill tlm mni-tiing, I was at liberty to <lo so; Eiiat I was not rcfjii- 
lai'ly iliscliaigisd, for Oonclia coiilil not liimii!i«tc Iiimsolf so niitcK 
as that; but no one was to notice mo when I left, and on tlio 
rccoriia wiis lo be entered, opposite niyjianic, " Ksenpecl," Hy 
ench nicana «ild tlio Spaniard liopo to avoid llie responsibility 
wliicb ho had assumed, and to prevent any ftii'ther import uuilica 
on (lio part of Captain Blnd'aiid the American consul. 

After that information the oiFiccr vanished, and I saw no moro 
of liim until tlio next morning. Armoranda was determined that 
1 siiotild not leuvo his (juarters without a subslnnlial breakfast, 
and lo it lio modestly invited himself, for the pni'pose, I snppose, 
of showing mc how high I stood in his oslinmtioii, and how much 
]ie regretted that he n'as to lose my company. 

" 1 hope," said my gtioat, as he seated Iiiinsclf nt the tnblo, 
" that yon will find as clever a fellow as mo to look after you in 
case of another imprisonment. You have been treated as well as 
J know how to ti-cat a prisoner, and if you have not enjoyed your- 
Bolf it is not my Cault." 

I complimented Armorandu upon tlio admirable manner in 
which lie had discharged his duties, and hinted that a handsomo 
sum would be placed at his disposal after 1 loil the fort ; but, to 
my surprise, ho refused all pecuniary compensation. 

" I've been amply repaid," ho said, " for all the trouble I have 
taken in your belialf, and even if I had received nothing, I should 
consider the Englishmen whom you have killed, moro fluin ft-suf- 
ficient olTset for any claims that I have. When yon arc free, just 
kill some more, and yon will oblige me." 

Very soon after breakfast I left, the room I had occupied, and 
oiilered the oftico where I found Armorandu ivi'Jting, and too busy 
to notice me. 

" I suppose I can leave the castlo now?" I asked. 

There ^vas no response. The man did not even look np. 

" J)o yon wish me (o remain?" I again inquired. 

" I will fell you what," said Armoranda ; " if you should Icavo 
this ollice with the iiitenlLou of escapinij, you would be disap- 
pointed, for a soldier at the gale woidd demand (he passivord, aud 
unk'si you could say ' Spain,' it is cslremely probable that you 
would bo filed at. I will not say shot, for onr soldiers are not 
nolcdas marksmen;" and the man recommenced writing as though 
lie had not a moment to lose. 
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" "Well, gofwl by," t snid, extctiiling my Iioinl j for tlio fellow 
lia^ hean liiiiil 1o inc, niiil I rcculluclcd Ilia hint wliidi I Imd ro- 
ecivod aboHl leaving llic night boforo. 

" Good by," he icpeiitcd. " You arc goiiij; to your room, I sco. 
I will liavo dinner for you in seaaoti, and nioro wine lliiiii you can 
di-itik in H day, unless your Btouinch is endless." 

I cast a glance ai'ound tlio Caslleyard, and snw Ihiit tliCBoldiers 
wore scaflci'cd about in groups, smoking and playing citrds, and 
some cleaning their Urnis. 

" Now or never," 1 thought j and towards tho gate I started 
' at a niodorato (laeo. 

No one scorned to nolico mo, but I could not liolj) thinking, that 
porluips the wliolo affair was ft i-use to get me shot and out of iho 
waywith>as liltlo trouble as possible j ami then tho captain gcn- 
ci'iil could throw tho ivhole hlaine upon my rashness in seeking to 
escape ^vliilo negotiations were pending for release. Hut I chcoi'od 
myself with tlio reflcclion that I had passed through greater dan- 
gers, and that liberty was never to bo ohtaiuod without some risk. 

As 1 neared the soldier, I snw that he was ns villnnous look- 
ing scamp as ever I had met wiili in my life. In fact, he wna 
just the man whom one would pick out as capable of any crime, 
and ft jury of twolvo men would have couvicled him of murder, 
even if there had been no dii-cct proof of tho charge. 

As I nearcd Iho sentry lio glanced iowai-ds me, (lirew his mus- 
ket into the liollow of his arm, and shouted, — 

" Who comes?" 

" Spain," I i-cpUed, 

"Good — pass, Spain ; " and when I ^vas opposite tho fellow, 
ho smiled and asked, '! Has the soJior ii cigar that ho wouhi like 
to spare?" 

I handed him half a dozen, and it astonished mo to fiml that he 
was really a pleasant-looking fellow, after all. 

" A thousand Ibaisks, scnor. The saints have you in their 
keeping in your journey through liic. Adieu." 

, I passed ou, b\it I couhl not help glancing o^'er one shoulder to 
SCO if tho sentry wm aiming at my back. But no, he was examin- 
ing his cigars, and had no Ihoiighls of murder, at that time, at any 
rate. I considered that I had doiio the man iiyustico, and had 
sumo tlioughts of returning and apologizing ; but my engugomcnta 
were rather of a pressing clianiclcr jnst then, and, besides, I did 
not consider that it was right to tempt Providence. 

,,, „ ,Coo;!lc 



Ill n fow minutes I was out of sight of Ilio soiilier, l>ut T did 
not (-(niHidcr myacif entirely out oi' tliingor. 1 wnlkcd rapidly, to 
lliii iistoiiisl line lit of some loiiiigcra wlio ivci'o vicwiiij; llio oulsido 
of llie Cnsdc, and spccuiuliiig how long it would liike a llcGt to 
batter down its walls, and captui-o tlio oily with iis store of to- 
l>aeco and cigiira. At longtli T saw a volniilc ami driver under n 
tree, and apparcnlly iviiiliug for some one. 

" Are yoii cngugcd? " I asked. 

" Yes, scnor; lo some one wlio is to !)o driven (o (lie man-of- 
wiir mole." 

" I nm llio mikn," 1 said ; and, with a saving, I took my scat 
in Iho vehicle. " Kow drive as though the devil was aflcr you." 

" lie is after mo, seiior." said Iho (bllovv, with a merry glaneo 
at his passenger; and, giving hia horse a out, wo dashed llirough 
liie streets on our journey. 

I left the voliiulu at the head of Iho mole, and walked dowu 
tin-ougit the crotvd to see if I could fuid some iiieu belonging 
to the Growler; hut none were there, and I began to think 
tJiat 1 had heller hire a hoat and leave the city williout delay, 
when I saw ihe first cutler of Iho frigalo, with all fhc crew on 
hoard ly ^ t tl e o 1 of Ihc mole, as though waiting for somo 
one. A 11 [ a vas seated in the slern-shcots, smoking as 
lliongl 1 i 1 1 t a few momculs lo live, and wanted lo consume 
as ma y c J, s as | ossihle before lie died. His cap was pulled 
over! s oj 3 o ll t I eould not see his face; but I thought I 
knew I a 1 ll c eforc hailed. 

"Can you give me a passage on board of the Growler?" I 
asked. 

The middy looked up and pulled the cap from his face. I saw 
that ho was tlic same one who hail earned mo on board the 
Growler Ihe fust lime I had stepped upon her tloeks. 

"Hullo!" the yoHug fellow said ; " we have been waiting for 
you ever since eight bolls, and I began to think that ivc shonld 
lose you. Oars, boys, and pull in to the mole. So, tJiat will do. 
Jump aboard, sir, and we'll put you alongside the frigale quicker 
than it could bo done by any boat the si/e of this in the harbor. 
Shove off, bow. Give way with a will, and let those Knglishnien 
see that you know how. lo pull on oar. Long strokes, hoys, and 
bend yonr baeks. That is the talk," 

Wu shot past the n'lurduiul shipft, and suoii eamo in sjgjitof tha 
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incn-of-wflr lying at anclioi- iicnr each otlicr ; iiiul consiitcnoii!i 
Among tliciii all was llic Growler fi'igiite, witli licr s(|iiafo stern 
ftiid heavy bow, and (limbic row of guns frowning upon the iiai-- 
boT, as though sniluii fi'oni a fit of K|ilcRn. Ah llie cutter ntn 
tiloiig^iile, I heard the shrill pipea of llio boatswuiii'H mates. 

"Blast mo iflho lieutenant isn't piping the side for one of ii»," 
the iiiidsliipnian ninttorcd, in astonish in ciit. "It can't be lliat 
Congress has at last tJtscovercd my merits, itnd made i»e a cap- 

I did not answer this wonderful supposition, S)ut went h|i the 
steps flrst, and was met by the side boys with uncovered heads in 
honor of my arrival, whicli was a mark of respect I liad not an- 
ticipated. But, if I foH any embarrassment, I was soon relieved 
from it by the action of the first Jiculonanl, who, as I readied the 
dock, came towai-ds mo and grasped my hand, 

" I am glad to welcome you once more to tbo deck of tho 
Growler," he said, " and I trust that (lie next time wo part, it 
will bo with feelings of mutual satisfaction." 

I pressed liis band warmly, and expressed my gtatificalion at 
once more standing beneath the flag of my country, a free man. 

" Wo had some trouble to bring tbc captain general to his 
Bonscs, and at one time I thought wc should have to jilay at long 
ehols with him. liut I am glad that «-e did not have to fight 
against oilds, for when I fight 1 want to win, and woodcu walls 
are not a match for stone cues. Hut come into the cabin, for tho 
captain wants to see you, and he won't tbauk mo for keeping you 
here all day." 

I followed the lieutenant to the captain's cabin, where I found 
Captains Bluft'and Shackle, gorgeous in uniforms and lace, silling 
at a table drinking brandy and water, as though tlicir lives de- 
pended upon- the quantity which tbcy consumed within a given 

" By Jove, yiiacklo, here ho is, sure enough," roared Captain 
Bluff, as I entered the cabin; and the captain jumped up and 
squce/.ed my hand until it ached, while Shackle, the cool matfoi^ 
of-fact individual, niei-cly said, — 

" Devilish glad to see you, sir. Take a drink of this brandy. 
It's prime." 

" Shackle, you're a man of sense," cried Captain Bluff, return- 
ing to tbc tabic, and pouring out enough braLidy to (loud a jolly 
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boat. " Iifit*H imbibe nil i-oiiiid, niid drink coiifiisioti to ibo 
greasers," 

" By tbe way," said tlic capUiiii, after a jiaiise, " you mnstdiiio 
wilh 1110 lo-day, mui ii'yoii wimIi to make miy cbango in your ros- 
tiiiiic, yon can take ouc of the cutlers find go on board of tbo Co- 
quette. I'm Borvy that confounded custom compels nil guests to 
dress as though fliey were going (o sonic land-lubber's ovoniug 
party. I like to take my gi'ub in my abirt sleeves," 

As I was dressed in liglit clothes, I saw tbe ncceasity of the 
Iiint, and resolved to visit llic scboonor at once, and see how 
matters were progressing on board the vessel. Captain Jiluff 
sent won) to the oOiccr of the deck to mau the cnlter, and, uOer 
declining a pressing invitation to take anoliier drink, I left, the 
eliip and was pulled direct to the schooner. I \s'as rccei*'ed by 
Jlr. I'rcntice, the chief m.ate, with every tnark of joy and sur- 
prise. 

"Darn my eyes," he cxclaimod, "but this is sometbin' to 
make a man feel good. I didn't expect you for a montli ; but 
while you've been gone I've turned in the lower rigging, and 
pointed the end of tbe stiromlsi got things to lookin' pretty well J 
but I ain't sulisficd yet." 

" Never mind that now," I said, casting my eyes ovoi' the deck, 
nnd seeing that everything looked ship-shape. " Toll me if the 
crow are well, nnd if you b.ave had any trouble." 

" All bauds are hearty, and we hain't bad a bit of trouble since 
wo moved under the guns of (be frigate. We arc ready (o go (o 
sea iu five nsinuf es if the order only conies." 

I was rejoiced at this, for I did not know but that it might he 
necessary for mo to move at short notice, and told (he mate to 
keep his eye upon tbe Growler, and walcli bcr signals. 

1 entered tbe cabin, and found that everything looked as neat 
Bs tbe day I li'.ft the vessel for tjuartcrs in More Casllo. Not a 
single article had been displaced from my state-room and Gra- 
cia's ; and I knew this was owing to the mate's forcthoiight and 
care, and I pleased biin much by commenting upon it, 

I dressed myself in my best black suit, with the exception of a 
\yhite vest (they were fashionable in those days), and alYer ti'cat- 
ing the crew of tbe culler to a stiff glass of grog, reliiriio<l to the 
frigate ; bnt saw before I was alongside that (here was a great 
on board, as Ibotigb some cveri( of importance bad 
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Imppencd, or ivns about to Itappen. Tlie iiieii woro drosscil in 
clean wliitc frocks «u<l trousers, aiitl s)iiuiii» larpniilin Jmls, aii<l 
woi-e gflf licred upon tiio top-gallimtfoi-ccaatle, upon the boom N, and 
every aviiitablc point upon deck, as thoiigli tUey waiitoU to sco all 
lliat was going on in tlio anniscmcnt line. 

" Why iiro the men tlrcssod in their Sunilny rig?" I aSkcd of 
tho midshipman. 

" Some froak of tlio captain's," lie replied ; and tlio next inslitnt 
we wcro alongside. 

Captains Bluff and Shackle wcro walking the qnnrtor-deek with 
all the ftwfnl diguily of their positions. Kvery one was kept ut n 
distance whilo thus promcimding, for who could loll that they 
were not debating npou the fato of nations ? 

At longlli Captain Blnft'ponscd in bis walk and motioned mo to 
approach, while bis little gray eyes twinkled ^vilh miscliicf and 
cognac. lie looked mo all over from track to kcutson, and then 
turned to Sbaeklc. 

" What do yon think?" he asked. 

" IIo'H do," grunted Shackle, with a nod. 

" Blowod if I don't think so. Shall the thing go on, or shall 
wo hcavfl to where we arc, and wait for daylight and aonndingd?" 

" Scpmlly weather," i-otiirned Shackle. " Hclter miiko a run 
for it, and head for port." 

" Uigbt, old fellow ; we'll boavo abend. Order up the baud, 
Mr. Ilarvoy, and tell the chaplain to overhaul his lines and get 
them ready. Tell him to pick out Iho strongest woi-ds that bo 
can find in the whole book, and reel off a yarn that will toll." 

At length tho band appeared upon tbo quarter- dpek, and struck 
up a lively march ; and then from the cabin issued a procession, 
tbo sight of which struck me dumb wilb astonishment and dolight. 
First came Gracia, leaning upon the arm of the American consul, 
and looking conrnscd and pleased at tbo same time. Then camo 
Captains lilnff and Shackle, and after tbcm Don liiejo and Fran- 
cisco. I was never more astonished in my life, and could hardly 
believe that I was not dreaming, and that I sbonid not awake and 
find myself onec more in Bloro Castle a prisoner. 

I saw at oiiec that there bad been some conspiring for the pur- 
pose of keeping mo ia ignoraiicd of what was going on, and thus 
giving me an agreeable surprise ; and 1 looked upon Captaiaa 
lihiir and Sliucklc as the chief conspirators. 
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I sprmi^ forward lo w'olcomc Gi-acia, but Captain BliiO' wavcti 
me oft' Willi It imycslic air. 

"Avast tlicvc, Mhipnmtc," ho sniil. "Yon can't board lliat 
prkc till I give the word. She's under a convoy, nml we are 
boinid to protect her ; so Rtatid off on another tack tiil you ^et 
dignats to bear ilown. Ain't that right, Shackle?" 

" That's sliip-shapc," was llio anstver. 

" But. let nic say but a few words to tho lady," I picttilcd. 

" Not « whisper," was tho answer. " After yon nro spliced 
joii can lay alongside as fust as you please, but now you must 
sheer ofFnntil the parson bails. How'slhat, Shackle?" 

" That's aboveboard," was the answer. 

Poor Gracia looked as though she won Id hfive given much fo 
speak to mo; but her fricmla had arranged the programme, and 
she did not dare disai'rangc it. She had been told that she was lo 
marry me, but that slio must do so in a hurry for certain reasons, 
and that she must follow all diwcliona. TJie poor, limid lliing 
was easily frightened, and promised obedience. 

" Ilarvoy," asked tbc caplain, " has the parson Ixion piped ? " 

" Yes, sir, and will be lici-e in a moment. IIo is overhauling 
the words, for bo is a lillle rusty." 

" Then, bcfoi-c he comes, I'd bettor say a ivord or two — hadn't 
I, Shackle?" Captain IJhiff asked. 

" Ileavo ahead," was the answer. 

Tluis ciicourageil. Captain ISlnff motioned Gracia and myself to 
Bland before him, and lomoving his hat, made (i speech. 

" Yon are about to bo spliced," ho said, " and you are going lo 
sail over ihe ocean of life in company ; but you'll meet with storms 
and tempests, and then you'll have lo send down your top hamper, 
and make all snug aloli; for if you don't, you'll get dismasted, 
and perhaps water-logged. \Vlien it's cabn you will have to bo 
patient with each other, and trim your sails so that you can ealeh 
tho faintest brealh of air that's stirring, in hope of wafting you to 
that haven where there is no topsails lo reef, aud no stonr.5, but 
trade winds blowing all the time ; and they pipe lo grog six limes 
tt day, besides allowing a feller a private bottle or two if ho 
pleases. You must look out for squalls; and, if you see one 
rising, yon must douse sail immediately, and be patient till it 
passes. As for the babies — " 

" You're shoaling your water fast," muttered Sliaeklo, in a 
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" So I am. Can I siiy nnytliiiig iiioro llisit will make 'cm snil 
together any bellei'?" 

" Not niiother wovd," SImckIa sniii, " You've pvonclicil like a 
log-book itlrcdily ; so don't muko it too long, as (hey won't listen 
if yo« do." 

Al Icnjjlli Ihc reverend gciillenuiii made liis appearance; and 
the band, wishing lor ihcir share of atlonlion, immediately alrnck 
lip " Seo, ilic Conqnoriiig Hero comes," which they considered 
approjiriato, and rnllier eomplijuenlaiy to the chaplain than orher- 

Tho reverend gcntlcmnii sniiled at the singularity of the tnno, 
and at any other ttmo woidd have langhed most heartily, for ho 
wiia as fond of a joUo as any person on hoard (ho ship, and was 
therefore a great favorite of tho sailors. 

" Come, parson, crowd sail, and splieo 'cm as soon as possible," 
cried Caplaiii Mhiff. 

"Are ihey in such a Imrry?" asked the chitplain. 

" Lord, llicy arc all in a Hurry, like a whale that has spontcd 
blood. Sec how white (hey look about the gills, and thou ask if 
they are in ft liuiry." 

The chaphiiu stepped before us, and motioned tiiat wo should 
join hands. We did so; and I felt Oraeia's Iremble, and she 
partly loaned on nic for sujiport. 

" Wilt you lake (his wojnan foryoitrwifo?" the chaplain asked, 
ftl\cr a short ]>i'ayer. 

"I will." 

" And will you (ake this man for yonr husband?" 

" I will," so low that it was only heard by a few. 

" Then I |)i'onotmco you man and wife, and may God bless you 
both, and your children, if yon have any. Amen." 

I was married so quick that I was not awaro that (ho ecrpnioiiy 
was concluded until I heard Captain RluiV shout, — 

"Up with the Hugs, and lot ns have the salute." 

And as he spoke, a siring of flags, extending from Iho bowsprit 
to the tuffrail, was run up, and at tho same moment tho guns of 
the frigate began to shake tho vessel as (hey belched forth snioko, 
which circled iu ediUes around (ho ship, and then slowly diifted off 
to (ho leeward among tho mei-ohaiitmen. 

" Tliei-e," cried Captain lilnlV, ns the report, of the last gun died 
away, " have 1 kept, my word, Slmckle?" 
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" Of coiii'flo you have. I know you would," was flic Kiilisfiiolory 

I wna snatcd wiih Gracid on a sofa which had boon brought ou 
dock for our accoinmodafion, nnd was wondering at llic salulo, 
%vlicti the ca|)laiii Npokc. 

" You SCO," Ihe cnplain cried, " I swore lliat I wouldn't siilulo 
tlio forls lill you were released and spliced, and I've kept niy woni, 
1 guess." 



) Cfli 

" I'm glad of it; and if you don't always feel so, call on 1110 
and Shackle, and we'll set you all right before yon could fleet u 
\nossongor. Kli, Shackle?" 

" Tlicni'a my seulimcnts. I go for llial a 1 ore to as 

tbe answer. 

" Now wc are going to have dinner, and (1 >o ca lo at 
you please — lake passage in the Growloi fo IJo to o j n 
your own craft. lily cabin is at your service 1 1 c e yo an 

slinv your bainniocks and pass your honcyii 00 

My wife blushed, and appeared to ho occnpicd in arranging her 
dress while the blunt captain viaa talking, 

I Ihougiit tlio nmllcr over, and was decidedly in favor of re- 
turning, to Ibn Ooqncile, where I was my own master, and ac- 
countable (o no one ; hut I delermiued to be governed entirely by 
Gracia. 

" Let us reiuru to the Ootjuctte," bIw Hhisnovcd. <' 'i'lierc wo 
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pan lie alone, oiul enjoy tlic in-ivncy of n homo. It wnK tliri'o 1 
ioaniod to iove yoii, aiur you IciU'iiml lo iovo me, I should bo 
mifiei'ahle am'i'oiindcd by so miiny \ieoplo." 

I applauded her lieeisioii, and in-omisod liitit I would ho gov- 
erned by it, and so slaleil to Ciij)lain IMulf. 

" But let nio send a gang of eni'iienlera on hoard, and (it a 
borlh lip for yon. It wou't lako more than an lioui'," the caiitaia 

Thai, too, for a very good rciisoii, I alwo declined, and the liaii- 
taiu thonght what ho should offer next. 

"Let mo fioiid some brandy on hoard. Your ^vife may bo 
Bick." 

" I have enough of tliat already." 

" Then come and have dinner, for I see (hat it is oii the table, 
Como, gemlemen, join me, aud let us sec who can bo the most 
liappy at the turn of affairs. We'll drink to our country and the 
bride. Como, follow mc." 

Tiie captain led off, aud I gave my arm to Gracia, aud followed 
liim and llio rest of tlie coinpaiiy at their loisiu'c ; and tlins wo 
proceeded to the captain's cabin, where an elegant dinner was 
Hjircatl, inostof tiie materials having been procured from shoro 
expressly for ihc occasion. 

Captain IJIuft' look tlie head of the tnble, and on his right were 
my wife and myself, and on Ins left were the American consul. 
Shackle, liiejb, aud I''raiicisco ; while the oniccrs of Iho frigate, 
and some few invited from the Uoarer, wore flcatterod aronnd tho 
lable, acconling to their rank iu the United States navy. 

Among those present I was pleascil (o rceogni/.o my friend 
Liculeuant Nosvcll, (o whoso care I had intrusted the box con- 
taining tho diamonds and precious stones whieh I Imd foimd oil 
board of tho Vii'gin i and 1 was glad lo see that he had not for- 
goilcn his charge, for he a|)pronched and whispered, — 

" I congratulate you on the swcecssl'ul termination of your ad- 
ventures. You arc to be envied. I have tho casket safe, aud will 
givo it lo you when you leave the Bljip " 

I pressed his hand and breathed a Ultle casici It would have 
been Hoiiiclhing of a loss to have failed in (,(,lling hnek over a 
hundred lliousand dollars' worth of diamonds 

" What did he mean by casket? ' asked my wife 

" He meant you, my dear," I repln,d, gallaully 
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Gi'ania sniitcii, iiiiil looked at (ho young olliocr witli some iutur" 
esl (hiring tlia bjikntro of llic liino lluit wij word ill diiiiiw. Wo 
much for a good woril (illy spoken. 

1 cannot say that I was briiliaiit nt tiic Ittblc. I had seen so 
nmcli to aiirpvise me tliiriiig Hid day that 1 was tlioitghlfiil but 
hapiiy, and every linio (hat I raised my eyes to my wife's bhishing 
face, I saw no cause lo ho ollionviao. I longed for the thiic ii-licci 
I could rcliro to [irivacy with her, and converse with her upon tho 
ninny cliaiigCH wliicli wo Imd wilneased during the six mouths of 
our aequuiiHnucc, ami I knew that such was licrwish ; (horoforo, 
wlien (lie cloth was removed and iny hcallh and Gi'Rcia's pro- 
posed, I luado a fow remarks, thanking every one for the iiilci-cat 
which ho had taken in me and mine ; and, after alluding to tho 
American eagle and tlie (lag of our country, sat down amidst 
thunders of applause, as the reporters say when atludiug to somo 
stupid orator, whom the public cheer wheu Jio lapses into si- 
After my speech the American consul made one, and spoko of 
protecting every citineu of America, from the poorest to the high- 
est ; and from tho ai)plau8o, I I'eally think that it was believed, 

Then Captain ISluiV, his face looking more red than ever, arose 
and ga^etl upon ovcry one in a dull, uncertain mainicr, before ho 
let loose his eloquent tongue. He spoke as follows : — ■ 

" Why do I rise here ? " ho asked. Hut no one know, and of 
course no one answered. " It is to congralulalo tho yoiuig folks 
who have been spliced this day on hoard the Growler. Ani I 
wrong in saying tliat I hope their course through life will bo 
clear of roeks and shoals ? " 

There were cries of " No," during which the captain took a 
drink — an example which Shackle followed without delay. 

" Jlay they always sling their hammocks in a crafl that will 
mind its helm (|tiick, and can carry sail without straining. Them's 
my scnlimciils." 

Tliei-c were immense cheers at this, and the guests began to 
take on board so much liquor that I thought it bust to leave tho 
table with my wife, and find peace on board of tho Coquello. I 
therefore arose, and stated that I was compelled to retiie on ac- 
count of my wife's licalth, and for a wonder. Captain iilulT mado 
uo objections. 

" itemcmber," he said, as ho accompanied ma from tho cabin, 
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" (lie frigate will got wiulcr way to-inori'ow morning, nnd you bad 
better <lo the same. Wo nvo bolli bound for Hostoii. Let »s 
Bail in company, to [ivovout niistflkus." 

I agrccO fo liiat ivilhout iinicli' argument. We soon arrived 
alongside of flic Coqiietlc, llio crew of wIiipIi wora rigged out in 
tlieir l)es(, and had niailo ample preparations for receiving nic by 
dressing tlio schooner in flags from stem lo stern, and by covering 
tlio decks foro mid aft with awuings lo protect the craw and guests 
from the hot aim. 

Wo were soon on deck, and Mr. Prcniiee welcomed us in his 
Cape Codish stylo, wliicli was move gralefid than if tic bad used 
the language of courtiers, kuowing as I did Ihnt it oamo fi'om his 
heart. 

All OH board Iho schooner were stirring early Iho next inorjiing 
in the expectation of our sailing, in conijiany wilh the frigate. 
The docks were washed down mut scrubbed dry, and all hands 
were piped to bicakfaat at seven bolls, at which lime the table in 
the cabin was spread, and n»y wife, Francisco, atid myself sat 
down to partake of the meal. I can't say that it was really a 
lilciisiint one, for Francisco looked so piteous and doleful at tlia 
idea of parting, tliat I could not sinilo and feci as Hvciy as nsiml, 
and Gracift was too retiring atid modest to bo really good com- 
pany on the morning after bor wedding. She mode a desperate 
attempt to sustain her share in tbo conversation, but it was « 
failure, and she fell back upon her rcflceiions, and I bavc no doubt 
they were pleasant. 

Hut at last the breakfast terminated, and just at eight bells up 
went n signal from the Growler, which read, " Prepare to get 
under way ; " but we were all ready, and wailing for Iho frigate 
to lead off; ami we had bnt a short time to wail, for in a few 
minutes tbo noise of the life was heard, and the stamping of the 
men as they worked tho capstan, and roused np the ponderous 
cbaiu by the aid of a messenger. 

Suddenly tbo uoiso of the capstan censed, and a hundred meu 
sprang from the tops u|ion tbe yards, alow and aloft, and com- 
menced loosing sails. They east olf the gaskets rapidly, and then 
all laid in, one manon each yard, who look llieir stations at Iho 
built gaskets, and waited for the signal from the lientenunt to " let 
fall." Most of the men returned lo the deck, but half a doKon or 
more remained in each lop for the purpose of overhauling the rig- 
ging, and clearing auylliiiig that happened to foul. 
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" Aloft, llioro ! " I licisrd tiie first ticwtwiant shout. 

" Ay, ay, sir," was vcspoiulcJ foi'o ami aft. 

'' Arc you rcaily?" 

" AH iwnly, sir," was tiic answer. 

" 'I'licn let fall ; " nu<l ia an inalant tlie frigate was covered willi 

U|) went the topsails, and lop-gallant sails all at once, as fast 
lis men coitld run along liio deck with tlio halyards. Tlio other 
Bails wore not wanted until the ship was under way j so tlicy Iiinjg 
by the buntlincs and brails, but all ready to bo sheeted homo at a 

Then I ihonght it was time that we should make some prepara- 
tions, and I gave orders !o loosen sails aad man the windlass. 

" Iict's beat Iho frigate, boys," shouted the mule, springing 
forward. 

The crow caught at llic idea, and, as the chain ciinic in, started 
8 song, wliiuli was heard all over the harbor, and caused thousands 
of citizens to assemble upon the shore to see what was goi.ug on. 

As soon as wo had hove simrt, wo hoisted our foro and aft sails, 
and then tripped anchor just as (lie frigate commenced fooling 
the morning breoKC, and pointed her head for the outlet of the 
harbor. 

Wo had Ihc weather-gage of the frigate, and ke|)t it ; and f,n wo 
moved along, .side by side, for a fow miiuiles, the red face of Cap- 
tain Hlulf was pokcii over tlio frigate's I'ail, and ho shouted, — 

" How is your wife this line morning?" 

" Well," 1 answered, pointing to her, seated on deck. 

"That's riglit. Now for homo." 

Tlio words were taken up by my crew, and ns they catted tlio 
anchor, they sang, " For home, boys, home." 

With ft light breeze from tho southward we passed the forts, 
and on the walls of tho Sloro I saiv Armoran<la and half a dozen 
oflicera standing watching tho movements of tho frigate and 
schooner, and conversing eagerly, as though some topic interested 
them very much ; and I did not doubt that I was tlie subject of 
their remarks, but felt secure in the protection of tho frigate, and 
cared but little for their llionghts. 

As wo made sail we gi'adually drew ahead of our stately eon- 
sort, and by tho time wo wore outside of tho Jiarbor, the frigate 
had studding-sails alow and atol\, and every rag sot that would 
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dvnw, for Caplnin liliiff .lid not like tl.c Jdeik of being mitsailed, 
ouii WII3 (lulcniiiiicd to show the Coqudlo llmt, oicu in a liglit 
bree/Gi Iho Growler whs it match for anything that (loittcd. Itnt 
if Oni)tnin ISliift' bad |)rido in the sailing iinalilies of Iiir ship, wo 
equalled him in bolioviiig that the Coiiuelto was never built for 
defeat ; and as the breoao frcalioned we nlao piled on the canvas, 
from square-sail lo lopmnst studding-sail, and had the satisfaction 
of (.eeing that at every bound the frigate was left astern, until to- 
wardti afternoon it ivas impossible lo distinguish hor bow ports 
williout iho aid of a glass ; whilo at snndoivu Iho Growler was hull 
down, and at daylight wc were alono upon iho ocean, willi noth- 
ing in sight from the mast-head. 

After n run of leii days we made lioston harbor, and learned, 
from the pilot whom wo look ou board, tliat the Growler iiad not 
ari'ivcd, although oxjiectcd for Iho past ten days. Tins \vas a tri- 
mnpli for ns, and one enjoyed by the ivliolo crew. "We walked 
up Iho harbor under a stiff hrcexa from llie eastward, and many 
wore the surmises ns to our previous character, and some of them 
were pretty correct ; but 1 was on board only as a charlerer, and 
knew nothing of the Ooquetlo's previous history. 

As we sailed up the harbor on a pleasant afternoon in Jnnc, 
Oracia was delighted ivith everything (hat she saw, and admired 
the scenery and the islands ivhich we passed, and wondered why 
such delightful localities wore almost uninhabited, when they of- 
fered such sites for country villas lor residences during tlie sum- 
mer months. 

Wo dropped anchor off J-ong Wlinrf, and towards simdowji I 
landed with my wife and valuables, and drove to the Trcniont 
House and secured voonis. The next day the Coquette was 
hauled into a anng dock at lOast ISoaton, and Mr, I'rcnlicc and 
tlie crew left for ihcir homes, after being paid off. Tlie mate, 
however, was absent but two days, when lie returned, and took 
charge of the schooner once more; and as his wife lived with him 
on board, they seemed quite contented with their position. 

Fonr days after Iho Coquette arrived, the Growler dropped 
anchor in the harbor: and I don't think I ever saw a more mor- 
tified man than Captain Hinfl', when he called to sec me at the 
hotel the evening of his arrival. IJut over a glass of his fa- 
vorite beverage, strong and without sugar, ho forgot his defeat, 
and talked as natural as thongli he wag upon the quarter-deck, 
and five hundred men trembled at Jiia nod, 
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ThcH 1 bogan to k 

Gracia knew notliiiii; 
tliirty thoiisniul doll 
tlioso I left at a jci V 

into a necklace, cai-i h fi 

and tlio balance of \ w k 
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Concha. 

Tlie Doh'8 letter w 
tJic service wbicli I h 
ho bad acted liaalily 

old, and wanted some irieiids aroinid hini to support his declining 
days. JIo bad madu a mistake, and was sorry ; and if wo would 
return, bo would do all that be could to make life plensaiit for 
both of us. 
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Coiiclm wroie ft few Hues, saying Ihnt a coiiijilctc [mrdoii aw«i(c(l 
mc if I uccdeit oiio, ftu<l Ihnt if I wna disposed to eiitoi- his service, 
ho had a pinco for mo. 

I showed Gmciu her fulhov's loHcr, nnd asked hoi- to mako 
choice of n home, aiul that T wotilil bo governed liy her wislica. 
Sho read Iho lelter carefully, alicd many Icars, kissed flic baby, — 
for she was not salisficd unless siie cauld hohl it h;ilf the time, and 
Iho liltlo tyrant began to imderslaiid tliat he was of Boine im- 
portance, and yelled like a bnhy if she refused lo gratify all his 
wimts, — aud at length confessed tlmt alio desired to see her father 
very ntucli, and that she also wanted him lo see her ehild, and 
note what a handsome ouo it was. Sho liked America, and tlio 
people ; but it wan not her homo. 

1 was satisfied that she still loved her father, nnd wanted his 
forgiveness, so eonseiitcd to go to tlavana and spend tho winter 
there, at any rate, and return to Jlostori in the spring. The Co- 
qnctto had gone hack many months before ; so T was forced to en- 
gage a passage in a ship that was bound lo Havana from ISoston i 
and with wife, child, n>n-Ho, and servants, and a trunk full of play- 
things, we sailed from the city in the month of October, and after 
a passage of fifteen diiya dropped anchor in the harbor. As wo 
passed Sloro Castle, soon after suinisc (having made the port 
dining the night j but a rule that is seldom violated prevented us 
from entering until daylight), and returned iho hoar.w hail of tho 
oil'icer of the Castle, my wife contrasted the time when I entered 
tho harbor a prisoner, almost, and tho lime when I loft it in 
company with the frigate Growler as a convoy. 

In a few niiiuiles after wo had dropped anchor, Iho ship was 
boarded by tho captain of the port, and I rccogni/.ed in him my 
old friend, who had stood by nic so firmly when I was commiiled 
to Moro Castle. Glad enough he was to see me, and insisted 
that I shoidd land in his barge with all my goods and ell'ecls. 

" I have been expecting you for somo lime," the captain said, 
" The captain general informed me that ihe past Avas forgotten, 
and that, if yon and your family ai'ri\'od, I was (o pass ail yonr 
baggage through the custom-house withont an examination. That 
shows Concha has no ill will, for it is not every one ho would 
(ihow so much honor to." 

" Js Oon Jiigracia in the city?" I asked. 

" No ; ho is ut his country sent, but he has his lionMo in the city 
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nil prepared for yoii, ui»l lie (okt me to tclt you lo ti^ke possession 
iitimedinloly, iinil nwait Iiis rcHivn, lliil, by flioBtiirilsl tliero fa 
oiio<)ioi' slii|> signal ixcd, nnd if you will eoltect yoiii' Iriinks, I will 
land you nt the ciistom-liotisc before I boHvd iier, I don't liitvo a 
inomeiit's pence." 

" Let me hope (lint you will find lime to dine wilb me lo-nioi'- 

Tlio captain smilpd, and nodded his licnd in lokcis of assent, 
from which fact I judged that lie waa not so niucli pressed ns ho 
appcm-cd to be. 

I oh(aincd a conplo of voiantca, and drove to tho rcsidenco of 
Don Ingracia, leaving my baggage to foJIoiv in ihc cliarge of a 
inaTi ivhom the captain of the poit Bclocled for the job. Wc found 
the boDKc ready to receive us, and sci'vanis enough lo attend to all 
onr wants. As soon as Gracia was safely instnUcd in flic room 
which bad been fitted np cxprcstily for us, like a true woman .sho 
had recourse lo fears, the second sbo had slied since ber marriage. 
But thoy ivorc tears of hnpiiiness, and I let her weep without re- 
mark, for I kticw that they would relieve her heart of a weight 
which bad long pressed upon it. 

Tljat afternoon I scut off a raessenger lo the Don to acquaint him 
of onr arrival, and lis soon as ho heard of it, lie hastened to wel- 
come us home. His meeting whb mo was cordial — mnch more 
so than I anticipnied ; but ail his lovo was lavished on Gracia and 
our child. He shed many tenr.t over both, and was content to sit 
for honrs, and hold the infant in his arms while it slopf. In his 
oycs it wns Ihc finest child that Jic had ever seen, and be insisted 
npou adding his name to its already form! da hi o one; and as I 
made no objection, the Don was slill more kindly disposed, and 
went to an expense of somo five hundred dollars for gold forks, 
spoons, and trinkets. 

On the first evening of our meeting, Ihc Don and myself bad 
a long and interesting interview. He candidly confcBSod I had 
the best right to his child; but that ambition had blinded him 
to my merils, and that, more, ho \vas really rejoiced be could 
call me son-in-law. He oft'ercd me a choice of residences, in 
town, or connlry, or both ; but be wanted the privilege of living 
with lis, so llmt he could sec his grandson daily. I stated to him 
my resources, and astonished him to think that I was compara- 
tively ft wealthy man, and needed no pecuniary assislanco. Ha 
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then made oitothcr proposition, w)iicU I acccplcd. I was to at- 
tend to nil l)ts biisiiicaa, nud receive one lliird of tliu proflia. Uo 
Buid tlinl liQ \vns growing old, nud was in iicod of rest. 

A fow dnys afterwards we rciaovcd to tlio Don's plnntalioii, and 
I comnicocod busiiiCKN in earnest. I oflcclcd aorloim reforms, and 
by good inanagoment was enabled to nearly double his crop of 
sugar ; and yet llie expenses were ciirlnilcd, instead of being in- 
creased, I purchiised an Amcrioaii mill (o grind the cnne, and 
an American Rlcani enj;inc lo drive it, and flicn employed an 
American engineer from Sonlb JSosfon lo look after tlio ma- 
chinery. Old Kpnniardd, who had used mule power and rongh 
mills all tlioir lives, said Ibat I was mad ; bnt ihc Don liad con- 
fldciicc in nic, and let nio do as I pleased, and (ho rosiills proved 
tne correct ; and then otherji followed my example, and asked my 
advice upon mailers, which ihcy had scorned to do befoix!. In six 
months I had the best gang of slaves in the country, and never 
lost one by running away. They were well Ircaled, and en- 
couraged lo perform their aliotlcd tasks clicerfnlly, so that when 
Ihoy had linisbod them thoy could work on their owji account, and 
aavo money enough to purchase iheir fi-eedoni. 

For five years X thiis lived, and was liappy. Not a clond dark- 
ened my iirospects. My wife was all (hat I could wish, and my 
child grew np a bright, lively boy, bnt was spoiled by his grand- 
father. My fortune increased until over a million of dollars re- 
warded mo for my labor ; but yet, just as I was in the full cnjoy- 
inent of forlune's favors, tho saddest blow I had ever experienced 
fell upon mo, and for a lime crushed mo to Iho earth. Sly wifo 
was taken from mo so suddenly that for a time it was feared by 
my friends I should follow her. For weeks I was inconsolable, 
and spurned all consolation and rest; but one day Don Ingrneia 
placed my child in my arins, and bade me live for its sako ; and I 
resolved to. 

Gracia died in my arms, and with ber last breath blessed mo. 
Four years have passed, and still tears will water my eyes when I 
recall to mind the happiness which we enjoyed, and might have 
onjoyod had slio lived. I feel very lonely, and have travelled 
much during the last three year.^ ; bnt find no real content of 
mind. Cuba, from ils assuciations, I cannot endure at present, 
for every scene recalls to mind my lost wife. My child is still 
there willi its gianiiriilher. The old geutleunin needs him inovo 
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tlinn I flo, Jeai'ly as T love the boy. The Don is (growing old, nml 
eniiiiot allow llio child out of hia sigiil, lie lias made bis will, 
«iul two thirds of liis properly will full to the hoy, anil ono mil- 
lion is put down for nic ; yet I feel ihnt T have inonoy onon<;h, 
ninch mora thiin I iiliall uvci' spend, and I think sometimes as 
tlioitgti 1 ivonld de\oto to charily what I do not really need ; hnt 
J hope ihat fhcrc will bo time enough to think of that by and by. 



Since I ivi-ofe the nbovo nccoinit of my adventures, a great 
change has lal^en place in my prosiwcls. 

Ill my first chapter t gave an acconnt of tho saving ot'a young 
lady who liatl broken through tlio ice while skating on a small 
lake in the vicinity of Boston, on the hanks of which I have 
resided for two years. I am comparatively ii stranger in the 
town, for I have mingled but Utile in socicly since the Ocnih of 
my ivifo ; yet the sight of Alice Morton's face made mo think that 
there might be happiness in store, if I conhl induce lior to lovo 
me, and accept mo as a husband. After I saved her life, slio was 
grateful, but resoi'veil, for she knew nothing of my history ; and 
although sho never hinted that sho desired to learn il, I felt that 
such was the case. I confessed cverj'tliing. My sins and my 
virtues were set forth freely and impartially, and Iremblingly I 
awaited her vei-dlcl. The consent of Alice's parents was easily 
obtained, for they knew that I had wealth, and caved but little 
how I accumtdated it; but Alice was loo noble and vivtuoits to 
throw bei'self into tbe arms of a stranger for gold, and I awaited 
her reply to iity offer ivilh some nnxiely, and but little grounds 
for hope. A few days since I voceivcd a note from Alice, which 
read as follows: — 

" YoH have sinned deeply, but say that you have i-cpcntcd sin- 
cerely. I believe y on, and if I did not I should not write this 
nolo. You say lliat I alone can make yon happy. I am young 
end inexperienced, and fear that 1 am not qindilicd to effect such 
n result ; yet I will icply to your ol>cr in the same spii'it of frank- 
ness in which it is made. You saved my life at the risk of youc 
own, and on that account I owe you a deep debt of gratitude, 
which perhaps is tinged with love. At any rale, if it was not I 
BJionld never bill you hope. Your charities I arn well acquainted 
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